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Kuwait seeks
arbitration in
Saudi oil row
KUWAIT: Kuwait has requested arbitration in a dispute with Saudi Arabia over shared oil production
from the neutral zone between the Gulf neighbors
which has completely halted, a newspaper reported
yesterday. Kuwaiti daily Al-Jarida said that talks
between the two governments on output from the
5,000 sq km zone that they exploit jointly under a
half-century-old treaty had reached deadlock. It said
that Kuwait has now requested international arbitration but that the terms of the treaty stipulate that
can only happen with Saudi Arabia’s agreement.
The dispute has seen production from the zone
completely halted in a blow to Kuwait, which, unlike
its much larger neighbor, has little spare output
capacity to compensate. The state had received half
of the more than 500,000 barrels per day output
from the Khafji and Wafra oilfields before it stopped.
The offshore Khafji field was shut in October
because of environmental concerns. The Wafra field
closed on Monday for two-week maintenance but
industry sources told AFP production would not
resume until the dispute between the Gulf neighbors is resolved. — AFP

New earthquake rocks Nepal

KATHMANDU: A car is seen smashed under the weight of a building that collapsed after an earthquake
struck yesterday. — AP (See Page 7)

KUWAIT: MPs continued to lash out yesterday at Shiite
lawmaker Abdulhameed Dashti for filing a request to
grill the foreign minister over Kuwait’s participation in
the Saudi-led war against Shiite Houthi militias. Dashti
held Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah
responsible for Kuwait’s participation in the war and
signing the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) security
pact. He also accused him of suing Kuwaiti activists and
politicians, including himself, for criticizing Bahrain and
Saudi Arabia.
Islamist MP Ahmad Al-Azemi said the grilling
amounts to a quiz against HH the Amir and not the foreign minister, and constitutes a challenge to the Amir’s
authorities granted by the constitution. He said the constitution grants the Amir the right to declare a defensive
war and the airstrikes against Houthis in Yemen are
nothing but a war in defense of Saudi Arabia and in
response to calls by the Yemeni government.
The lawmaker insisted that Houthi militias in Yemen
have carried out attacks against Yemenis inside the
country and threatened neighboring Saudi Arabia,
which necessitated the air campaign. Azemi said that
the grilling represents a major embarrassment for
Kuwait and undermines its status before the international community, claiming that the quiz is a grilling
against the entire Kuwaiti people who have blessed the
war in Yemen. He called on Dashti to withdraw the
grilling and not attempt to interfere in the affairs and
powers of the Amir.
Continued on Page 13
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WASHINGTON: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets GCC Secretary General
Abdullatif Al-Zayani. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah is pictured with a child at the dinner banquet.

Kuwait’s Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem Abdullah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah welcomes His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to the dinner banquet.

Amir meets GCC
chief in Washington
WASHINGTON: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah AlAhmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received Secretary General of the
Gulf Cooperation Council Abdullatif Al-Zayani at his residence in Washington. The encounter was held in the presence of First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Defence Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah and members of HH the Amir’s accompanying
delegation also attended the meeting.
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also met Zayani separately,

which focused on preparations for GCC-US summit due
tomorrow, as well as regional and international developments. Foreign Undersecretary Khaled Al-Jarallah, GCC
Department Director Ambassador Nasser Hajji Al-Muzayen,
Deputy Director of Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s office
Ambassador Saleh Al-Loughani and Kuwait Consul General
in Los Angeles Abdullatif Al-Yahya attended the meeting.
Separately, HH the Amir attended a dinner banquet that
was hosted in his honor by Kuwait’s Ambassador to the US
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The event was
held on the occasion of HH the Amir’s official visit to the
United States. — KUNA

First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets GCC
Secretary General Abdullatif Al-Zayani.

Kuwait marks 7th anniversary
of Father Amir’s passing

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday HH Sheikh Nasser AlMohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and Sheikh Ali Al-Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

US-GCC summit ‘qualitative
leap’ in strategic partnership
US looks to improve shared military defenses with GCC
WASHONGTON: The upcoming US-GCC summit,
to be held tomorrow, is seen as a qualitative leap in
relations between the United States and Arabian
Gulf countries in pursuit of cooperation to boost
security and peace in the region.
The two-day summit will discuss the possibility
of reaching a final agreement that guarantees a
peaceful Iranian nuclear program according to the
measures and standards of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and under its supervision.
The summit is also expected to tackle a number
of regional issues in order to resolve deteriorating
situations and support the restoration of security
and stability, especially in Yemen, Libya, Syria and
Iraq.
Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Khaled AlHamad Al-Sabah stated earlier that this meeting
comes to reflect the strategic partnership and the
mutual vital interests between both sides in order
to spread security and stability in the region, in
accordance with the values of good neighborliness
and respect for the sovereignty of states to reach
the progress and prosperity of our nations.
The US Department of State announced earlier
that the upcoming summit is “a chance to improve
and enhance security cooperation, and reach better means to encounter the conflicts in Iraq, Libya,
Syria, and Yemen”.

deal and security threats in the region such as Iraq,
Yemen, and Libya, the US hopes to close the Camp
David talks with GCC leaders by outlining a plan to
improve the countries’ shared missile and maritime
defenses.
“We will also be announcing additional military
exercises that are pegged to increase the proficiency and the ability of the GCC states to act in an
interoperable way together among themselves
and with us to address asymmetric challenges in
the maritime domain, counterterrorism, air missile
defense,” said Deputy National Security Advisor for
Strategic Communications Ben Rhodes in a call
with reporters on Monday.
He said that there will be “some form of statement emerging from the summit” that reflects US
and GCC positions on a range of issues including
specific announcements that relates to “better integrating GCC ballistic defense architecture.” Rhodes
stressed, “There are things that we can do not just
bilaterally with the (GCC) countries but collectively
with them.” He hinted that part of this is more combined military training and exercises.
The US cabinet at the meeting is set to include
Secretary of State John Kerry, Secretary of Defense
Ash Carter, Secretary of the Treasury Jacob Lew,
Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz, Director of the
CIA John Brennan, and Director of the National
Counterterrorism Center Nick Rasmussen, Rhodes
indicated.

Shared defenses
In addition to discussing the Iranian nuclear

Camp David
The White House is set to host a summit with

GCC leaders in Camp David tomorrow, aiming to
develop cooperation in all fields between the two
sides. The meeting was called for by US President
Barrack Obama, after the recent agreement
reached between the 5+1 Group and Iran, regarding the latter’s nuclear file.
Camp David, a presidential retreat located
about 100 kilometers north-northwest of
Washington DC, saw the announcement of the
Dessert Storm operation to liberate Kuwait from
the Iraqi invasion in 1990.
The retreat, set in the state of Maryland, had
witnessed political events such as the 13-day meeting between former Egyptian president Anwar AlSadat and former Israeli prime minister Menachem
Begin in 1978, supervised by former US president
Jimmy Carter in September, which resulted in the
first peace agreement between Israel and an Arab
country, which was signed in 1979. Camp David
also hosted the meeting between former US president Dwight Eisenhower and Soviet Union leader
Nikita Khrushchev upon the beginning of the Cold
War in 1973.
Moreover, former president Bill Clinton hosted
talks between former Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat and former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak in 2000. Former president George W Bush
also met with former president of Afghanistan
Hamid Karzai in Camp David in 2007, where the
two sides agreed on measures to fight the Taliban
movement. In 2012, the retreat hosted the 38th
G8 summit (currently known as G7) for the leading industrial countries of the world. — KUNA

Bahrain Deputy Premier
touts Amir’s vision

MANAMA: Bahrain’s Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammad bin Mubarak Al-Khalifa
meets Kuwaiti Ambassador to Bahrain Sheikh Azzam Mubarak Al-Sabah — KUNA

MANAMA: Bahrain’s Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammad bin Mubarak Al-Khalifa said yesterday that His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber AlSabah’s vision and farsightedness at the US-GCC Summit at
Camp David would promote bilateral strategic partnership
and regional stability.
Speaking at a meeting with Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Bahrain Sheikh Azzam Mubarak Al-Sabah, the Bahraini official stressed the significance of coordination and unified
positions among the GCC member states under the regional
circumstances. Sheikh Azzam meanwhile underlined the
deep and unique brotherly relations between Kuwait and
Bahrain thanks to the wise directives of both countries’ leaderships. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Seventh anniversary of the demise of
late Father Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah AlSalem Al-Sabah falls today, as he passed away
on May 13, 2008 after fulfilling a series of
achievements, full of loyalty to his beloved country and people, at the national and international
levels.
The late Father Amir is considered by the
Kuwaiti people as distinguished national figure,
who spent his life in serving the interests of his
country especially during the Iraqi invasion in
1990. Late Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah is the 14th
ruler of Kuwait, and the eldest son of late Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.
Sheikh Saad was born in 1930, and received
his education in Al-Mubarakeyyah school, and
was appointed in 1949 in the general police
department by then. He began his duties in
security and defense fields, serving as the state’s
first Interior Minister and second Defense
Minister since adoption of the Kuwaiti
Constitution in 1962.
The late figure was among those who established the bedrock of modern Kuwait, was a
member of the committee which drafted the
constitution, and was an active member in the
discussions on that subject.
Sheikh Saad was nominated Crown Prince by
the late Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber AlSabah, the state’s 13th Amir, in January 1978. He
was appointed Prime Minister in February that
same year and charged to form the 10th Kuwaiti
cabinet. Upon appointment as Premier, the late
Father Amir stated he was honored by the trust
and stressed he the sensed the responsibility
deeply, vowing to further Kuwait’s defense and
security capabilities.
The late figure served as Prime Minister in
the consecutive cabinets of 1981, 1985, 1986,
1990, 1991, 1992, 1996, 1998, 1999, and 2001. In
July, 2003, the posts of Crown Prince and of
Prime Minister were separated and His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was
then appointed for the latter post in the 21st
Kuwaiti cabinet.
Driving force
Throughout his career, Sheikh Saad left his
mark on efforts and issue of laws relating to
housing, naturalization, public offices and
employment, and social security. He was the
driving force behind development of many state
facilities and services and constantly called for
offering more and better services to the Kuwaiti
people.
On the economic front, he always stressed
the citizen was the bedrock of the state’s development and the development of its economy.
He ever urged closer cooperation between the
public and private sector and was one of those
pushing for the establishment of the Fund for
Future Generations. In the field of education, his

view was that developing standards and criteria
was the means to build a better future.
Sheikh Saad is remembered for his firm belief
that the strength of the Kuwaiti people is in their
solidarity and that the strength of the Arab
nation is in its unity of stances and settlement of
dispute by peaceful means while stressing the
higher good. The late Father Amir is also remembered as a man of the people whose doors never closed before those who sought his help or
counsel. He was known to listen and take due
action.
Foreign relations
When it came to foreign relations, the late
figure went on many tours and visits to all parts
of the world to bolster ties of cooperation and
friendship on all levels. His first focus and start
was understandably the Gulf region and the
states of the Gulf Cooperation Council. He also
gave due attention and care to relations with
other regional blocs and international players to
contribute to efforts at world peace and security.
During the 1990 Saddam occupation of the
State of Kuwait, Sheikh Saad was again in the
forefront symbolizing all Kuwaitis and stressing
their cause and defending their rights at all international venues. He carried the cause of liberating the state from unjust and treacherous occupation from the very first few days of the aggression, until the country was liberated in February
26, 1991. The late Father Amir believed the
strength of our country lies behind the unity of
its people, and he will always remain a symbol of
loyalty and courage to his people. — KUNA

Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah pictured during works to extinguish
burned oil wells following Kuwait’s liberation in 1991.

KUWAIT: This October 1990 photo shows Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah attending a
national conference held in Saudi Arabia during the Iraqi Invasion. — KUNA
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400 cleaning workers protest unpaid salaries
By Meshaal Al-Enezi
KUWAIT: Around 400 cleaning workers
yesterday demonstrated outside the Public

Authority for Applied Education and
Training (PAAET) headquarters in Adailiya
in protest of not receiving their salaries for
eight months. Demonstrators explained

that 1,100 of them work for four companies that have contracts with PAAET as
cleaners in its various facilities for a monthly salary of KD 60 each. Some of them said
that in view of not being paid that long,
they sometimes receive food and supplies
from students.
The protestors also said that they tried
contacting a number of officials and that
all attempts to solve the problem failed,
leaving them no other alternative than to
go on strike. Eventually, a PAAET official
talked to the workers, asking them to go
back to work promising that the problem
would be solved with their companies
soon.
Doussary retires
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
Minister of State for Planning and
Development Hind Al-Subaih yesterday
issued a ministerial decision assigning the
Manpower Public Authority’s deputy director for human development Abdullah AlMotoutah as director on interim basis. The
step comes following news that the
Cabinet approved a recommendation to
refer former director Jamal Al-Doussary to
retirement after he reached the legal term
of service.

Some of the workers seen during yesterday’s strike.

Crime
R e p o r t

Weapons detectives arrest
citizen selling firearms

MSAL syndicate
Head of the Ministry of Social Affairs

Family allowed entrance
The administrative court yesterday
mandated both the interior and foreign
ministries to allow a five-member Kuwaiti
family to enter Kuwait after they had been
banned from entry since 1990 for security
reasons.
Missing child
Security sources urged the parents of a
child reported missing and whose picture
went viral on social media yesterday to
pick her up at Saad Al-Abdullah police station. The case follows an incident the previous day in which a man handed over a
child to local police saying that he found
him at a public park, but was later discovered to be the baby’s father.

Nearly 40,000 seats available
for high school grads
KUWAIT: There are 30,923 seats available for high of high school graduates created a problem for the
school graduates in various higher education institu- Ministry of Education and Higher Education, which is
tions as part of the strategic plan for the ministry and in the capacity to register them in higher education insticollaboration with various higher education institutes tutions due to their large numbers.
for the academic year 2015-16, Minister of
But he stressed that the ministry has
Education and Higher Education Bader Aldeveloped a plan this year to address such
Essa said yesterday.
problem and minimize it, noting that the
The minister’s remarks came in a press
ministry is keen to follow the state policy in
conference announcing the strategic plan
pushing forward development and educafor the Ministry of Education and various
tion in the country.
educational institutions of higher educaThe minister added that a ministerial
tion, for the purpose of accommodating
decision was made to form a permanent
high school graduates, who are 27,667
committee this year to monitor the number
students in number, for the academic year
of high school graduates, with the main
2015-16.
goal to first develop practical steps to deal
The minister pointed out that higher
with the admission of public high school
education in Kuwait is steadily progressing
graduates through coordination between
and demand is also growing with large
institutions of higher education. Essa assertpercentages, adding there is “no longer a
ed that the ministry is keen to provide a
Education Minister
family that is not keen to provide higher
seat for every high school graduate at highBader Al-Essa
education to their children.” Essa stressed
er education institutions, which meet all the
that the State of Kuwait is among councriteria and conditions, wishing success to
tries that allow and encourage education and provide all students. — KUNA
services and facilities for academic and scientific
degrees in various fields.
Minister Essa added that the increase in the number

By Hanan Al-Saadoun
KUWAIT: After information was received about a lawyer
selling unlicensed firearms, an undercover agent was sent
to him to buy an AK-47 and ammunition. When the deal
was made, the suspect was arrested, and security men
found two shotguns and ammunition in his house. He,
along with the weapons, was sent to concerned authorities.
The interior ministry’s general department for relations
and security information appealed to citizens and expatriates to hand over unlicensed arms at one of the 38 designated centers before the grace period expires on June 22,
2015 or call (1888830) to ask about anything related to the
weapons collection campaign.

Van in flames
The Shuhada Fire center dealt with a fire in a vehicle on
Riyadh Expressway near Faiha. The fire was put out without
injuries.

Air rifle
Meanwhile, director general of relations and security
information Brig Adel Al-Hashash responded to many
questions in the media and social media whether air guns
(referred to colloquially as Um Sajma) fall under the
weapons collection law, and whether their ownership and
use is allowed without a permit, along with many other
related questions. Hashash said air weapons do not fall
under the criminal law as per decreed law 13/1991 regarding weapons and ammunition and law 6/2015, and proposed laws to include air rifles as weapons and ban their
ownership or import until after obtaining a license from
the interior ministry due to the danger of such weapons.
The commerce ministry has issued decisions warning
against importing or dealing in rifles of 7 mm and higher
calibers, which work with a propellant force of over 500 m.
Hashash said the ‘Um Sajma’ was made to hunt birds
and cannot be used to harm others, residential areas and
oil facilities. He said the weapons collection law did not
indicate ‘Um Sajma’ because of its limited effect unless it is
misused for purposes other than what it is made for, just
like any ordinary sharp object.

and Labor employees’ syndicate Yahya AlDoussary defended employees’ gains and
due rights in the form of allowances and
incentives related to the nature of their
jobs.
Speaking after a meeting with
Undersecretary Mattar Al-Mutairi,
Doussary said that any reshuffling should
be done for a purpose and that employees
working under special conditions should
be given special allowances as soon as
possible.

KUWAIT: The night shift of Hawally Traffic Department
carried out a sudden traffic campaign within the governorate, resulting in issuing 480 traffic citations,
impounding 84 cars and detaining two persons.

Hamdan slams
minister over
Islamic education
By A Saleh
KUWAIT: MP Humoud Al-Hamdan stressed that the
committee entrusted with composing Islamic studies’
curricula focused on the principle of moderation and
avoided disagreements, exaggeration and extremism. It
also calls for solidarity in addition to applying these
principles in daily life, he said. The lawmaker was
Commenting on Education Minister Bader Al-Essa’s
response to a parliamentary inquiry on amending
Islamic education curricula. Hamdan said the syllabi
were newly written and some of the books were only
introduced this year. “How can the minister consider the
curriculums old, then?” he wondered.
Saudis arrest Asian infiltrator
Saudi border patrols arrested an Asian man in the
border area of Khafji as he was trying to infiltrate into
Kuwait on foot, said Captain Omar bin Mohammed AlAklabi, the spokesman of the Eastern Region border
guards commandment.

No Kuwaiti affected
by new Nepal quake
NEW DELHI: Kuwait’s Ambassador to India Sami Al-Suleiman
said yesterday the Embassy has contacted all concerned
authorities in Nepal to ensure no Kuwaiti nationals fell victims in view of the recent 7.4 quake.
The Embassy said that so far no Kuwaiti national was
affected by the earthquake, which hit Nepal and parts of
India. The embassy also wished to inform all Kuwaiti nationals in the quake-affected areas to contact the hotline numbers which are working round the clock in order to ensure
their safety and fulfill their requirements in this time of distress. The following are the hotline numbers for any emergency and support: 0091-9871142802, 0091-1124100791 or
2 or 3. —KUNA
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Kuwait’s humanitarian work

Municipality officials grilled

KFSD hosts GIS lecture

KUWAIT: UN Humanitarian Envoy Abdullah Al-Maatouq
criticized ‘continuous attempts’ to question the integrity of
Kuwait’s humanitarian work and connecting it to terrorism.
“These accusations are baseless and there are no reports to
confirm them,” Maatouq said in a recent interview with the
German Press Agency (DPA). “On the contrary, there are
several UN-documented certificates that deny that.”
Meanwhile, Maatouq categorically rejected claims that the
International Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO) which
he chairs differentiates between people in Syria in aid distribution based on religious belief.

KUWAIT: Minister of Communications and State
Minister of Municipality Affairs Essa Al-Kandari criticized
a number of Kuwait Municipality officials for failure to
respond to State Audit Bureau’s inquiries in time. The
behavior of officials in question reflects lack of seriousness in addressing issues that the bureau raises, Kuwait
Municipality said in a statement yesterday. The minister
sent a clear message that he was not satisfied with such
performance, and will take proper measures on that
regard, the statement reads.

KUWAIT: A presentation on geographical information
systems (GIS) and their applications took place at the
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s (KFSD) main building
yesterday, and was presented by Openware Company.
GIS is a system designed to capture, store, manipulate,
analyze, manage, and present all types of spatial or
geographical data. The event was hosted as part of
efforts to utilize the latest technologies in improving
the fire services’ work, the KFSD said in a statement.

Feature
P h o t o

KUWAIT: A general view taken near midnight on May 11, 2015 shows high voltage electricity towers in Kuwait City. Kuwait has increased its electricity production capacity this year in anticipation of the summer season,
when consumption is expected to sour in parallel with the rising temperatures. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

GCC Awqaf ministers
meet in Doha

Warba Bank sponsors Faculty of
Basic Education closing ceremony
KUWAIT: In line with its social responsibility in serving
community and extending support in various fields particularly the educational sector, Warba Bank sponsored the
closing ceremony of the Faculty of Basic Education held on
Sunday 3rd May 2015 at the Faculty’s theatre located in AlArdiya Area.
The exclusive sponsorship of the ceremony demonstrates the Bank’s role in supporting youth, its belief in participation in such educational activities aiming at developing national calibers. This is driven by Warba’s strong belief
in the significance of science and education and their key
role in pushing economic growth and development. This
sponsorship comes within the framework of the Bank’s
endeavors for enhancing communication channels across
the educational sector and strengthening social awareness
of the banking industry.
Khaled Al-Subaie, Branches Department Manager at
Warba Bank, attended the event that encompassed various
activities such as the speech given by Dr. Ahmad Al-Athari,
PAAET Director General, a short video on the Faculty’s key
achievements and an introductory film about Warba Bank.
Commenting on the occasion, Khaled Al-Subaie said:
“Warba Bank spares no effort in contributing in this kind of
activities, supporting the buildup and development of

human resources that pave the way for youth involvement
in the labor market.”
He also highlighted Warba Bank’s approach in recruiting
national calibers and enabling fresh graduates through initiatives of specialist training courses.
Subaie also spoke about Warba’s story since its incorporation and the Bank’s strife for enhancing its position,
name and reputation in such atmosphere of intense competition through innovation and creativity to overcome
challenges.
Subaie thanked staff of the Faculty of Basic Education
for their pursuit of scientific development in all fields and
for preparing a new generation of Kuwaiti calibers that
possess capabilities for undertaking highest standards of
competition at this rapid changing technological era.
Subaie participated at the end of the ceremony by honoring staff of the Faculty. PAAET Director General and the
Dean of the Faculty of Basic Education honored Warba
Bank for sponsoring the event by presenting Memorial
Shield in the name of Jassar Dakheel Al-Jassar, Warba Bank
VC and CEO. Mohamed El-Shareef, Head of Business
Transformation and Strategic Planning at Warba Bank, was
also honored for the effective participation in organizing
the event.

DOHA: Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Ministers of
Awqaf started their second meeting in Doha yesterday to
bolster synergy and coordination in the field of religious
endowment. Addressing the opening session, Qatari
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, Dr Ghaith bin
Mubarak Al-Kawari emphasized eagerness and directives
by the GCC leaders for further cooperation and unity.
Kawari noted that the meeting is held amid critical
conditions, namely the ongoing developments on the
regional and international scenes. The GCC countries are
now more required than ever to enhance synergy and
coordination to protect their societies, safeguard values
and to counter the menace of extremist ideas and threats
to their youth, he stressed.
The Qatari Minister referred to the first Awqaf ministerial meeting held in Kuwait, April 2014, which raised
hopes for more coordination among the relevant institutions in the six member states to consolidate their performance. The gathering had also opened up promising
prospects for promoting their scientific programs and
applying them on the ground as well as enhancing partnerships and integration.
Kawari appreciated efforts by the Standing Committee
on Awqaf and Islamic Affairs over a whole year, as well as
the outcome of the first meeting of the deputy ministers
of Awqaf and undersecretaries in the Qatari capital in
March. He stressed the fact that the GCC Ministries of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs can innovate programs and
launch unprecedented projects to deliver the GCC message and achieve the bloc’s goals.
In addition, they can also produce a fresh vision of
“Islamic cultural security” inspired by the philosophy of
Awqaf to realize sustainable development and diffuse
conflicts among Muslims, as well as correcting a distorted
image of Islam promoted by enemies.
GCC Assistant Secretary General for Legislative and
Legal Affairs Ambassador Hamad Bin Rashed Al-Merry
said meanwhile that the second meeting actually functions as a take-off for pan-GCC cooperation in Awqaf
work.
He said the first meeting had set the basis and the
rules for cooperation, noting that detailed studies have
been conducted by the Standing Committee and affiliated ones. Promoting the culture of endowment tops the
agenda of the Doha Awqaf meeting, among many other
topics and relevant resolutions. — KUNA

DOHA: Qatari Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Dr
Ghaith Al-Kawari speaks at the meeting. — KUNA

Anti-desertification
efforts reiterated
KUWAIT: A senior environment official yesterday emphasized Kuwait’s persistent anti-desertification efforts. The
efforts came in response to provisions of the UN Convention
to Combat Desertification, Acting Director-General of the
Environment Public Authority (EPA) Rajaa Al-Busairi told a
workshop yesterday. Sustainable management of land and
desertification indices are the main topics of the workshop
that carries on with efforts of a previous one held last year
under the National Strategy and Action Programs to Combat
Desertification, Busairi said.
The gathering aims to assess desertification in Kuwait, in a
bid to prepare a national strategy to counter it. Participants
will address four pivots: the phenomenon of dust, comprehensive monitoring of the environment, integrated awareness programs and managing natural protectorates, she said.
According to the EPA chief, the Authority is hard at work
on preparing a strategy for awareness programs to halt deterioration of the environment. It also includes the environment law “that constitutes an umbrella of environmental
work in Kuwait.”— KUNA

Doha Forum explores peaceful solutions to regional problems
DOHA: Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser Al
Thani said the 15th Doha Forum aims to discuss issues ranging from democracy to development and free trade in the
Middle East as well as critical political, economic, social, financial, strategic and human matters.
He was speaking after Qatari Deputy Amir Sheikh Abdullah
bin Hamad Al Thani inaugurated the Forum and the 10th
Enriching the Middle East’s Economic Future conference on
Monday. “This annual international gathering will attempt to
find peaceful solutions to the challenges and crises facing the
Middle East and other parts of the world,” Sheikh Abdullah bin
Nasser, also Interior Minister, said in his welcoming speech.
“Peace is the ideal strategic solution to the Middle East
conflict. The region cannot enjoy security and stability with-

out Israel ending the occupation of all Arab territories and
acknowledging the Palestinians’ right to statehood within the
borderlines of June 4, 1967, with Jerusalem as their capital city
as per the relevant UN resolutions,” he stressed.
The failure of the UN Security Council to discharge its mandate in settling disputes led to collapse of the world’s collective security system and widespread violence which, in turn,
poses a serious threat to democracy and human rights, he
argued.
Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser cited as example of the UNSC
failures the exacerbating crisis in Syria and the inability of the
international community to stop the atrocities being committed by the Syrian regime, including the chemical weapons
attacks against the civilians.

He urged the UNSC to do whatever possible under the
international humanitarian law to protect the Syrian people
and realize their aspirations for security pursuant to the provisions of Geneva I declaration.
Dividing line
On terrorism, the Qatari prime minister said it jeopardizes the international peace and security as well as the economic gains of the targeted countries. Nevertheless, there is
a dividing line between terrorism and the peoples’ legitimate right to struggle for freedom and self-determination,
he went on.
Regarding the quest for socio-economic development,
Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser highlighted the crucial role of

partnership between the public and private sectors, calling for
more care to education, capacity building and entrepreneurship.
The opening ceremony also gathered Speaker of the Shura
(Advisory) Council Mohammad bin Mubarak Al-Khulaifi,
Kuwaiti Minister of Oil Ali Al-Omair, Iraqi Vice-President Iyad
Allawi, Somali Prime Minister Omar Abdirashid Ali Sharmarke
and Tunisia’s former president Moncef Marzouki, as well as a
number of Sheikhs, ministers and diplomats accreted in Doha.
Omair, also Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs,
arrived in the Qatari capital earlier Monday, leading and official delegation to the Forum and the conference which last
until May 13 under aegis of Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim Bin
Hamad Al Thani. — KUNA
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Patients’ treatment of nurses
in Kuwait drastically improves
Kuwait marks ‘International Day of Nurses’
By Ben Garcia

DUBAI: Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah speaks during the
forum. — KUNA

Info Minister underscores
internet, social media role
DUBAI: No country can keep information
from reaching its citizenry in this age of the
ubiquity of the internet and social media, a
Kuwaiti minister said yesterday.
Realizing this, Kuwait’s Ministry of
Information has set up a new department
to deepen the interaction among various
sectors of the society, in particular the
youth, while using the new media or what
is known as the social media, said Kuwait’s
Minister of Information and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman AlHumoud Al-Sabah who arrived in Dubai
yesterday to take part in the 14th Arab
Media Forum.
Addressing the forum, he said Gulf
states were successful in not allowing
adverse repercussions of what is known as
the Arab Spring to affect their youths.
Moreover, these states have done a good
job in spreading media messages regard-

ing Decisive Storm and the need for peace
and security in Yemen, he said.
He made in his speech to the forum a
number of recommendations, chief among
them the proposal to set up a center for
training the region’s youths on the proper
use of the new social media, including
avoiding its negative or harmful aspects.
The minister had noted in a statement earlier that the importance of cooperation
between Arab media to fight extremism
and protect freedom in the region.
The forum includes seminars and round
table discussions aiming to enhance the
progress of media in the Arab world
through modern communication systems
and technologies. Some 2000 media personnel from 27 countries are attending the
two-day event where prizes will be handed
out to people with distinguished contributions to Arab media. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait and other parts of the world celebrated International Nurses Day (IND) yesterday,
which is commemorated each year to mark the
contributions nurses make to society.
In celebration of the event, Kuwait organized
seminars and workshops for nurses, while some
polyclinics and private care centers all over Kuwait
organized events dedicated to their staff nurses.
Kuwait Times spoke to various nurses in Kuwait
where they shared their issues and some personal
notes on how Kuwait has drastically improved in
terms of treatment to their staff nurses over the last
five years, especially after the Ministry of Health
has come up with a stern warning to patients who
mistreat its workers.
The notice under the Ministry Council
Resolution 2008/485 states that all government
agencies should instigate penalties on anyone who
insults an employee by words, gestures or physically harms them during their job performance.
Therefore, the nurses received lawful support to
achieve the desired deterrence from these actions
and to protect job status. Violation of this section is
punishable by KD 500 or imprisonment of one
month or both.
Drastic change
The notice was written in bold fonts in both
Arabic and English so that patients and their visitors could be reminded. “Yes, there is a drastic
change in nurses’ treatment by patients after the
notice was posted,” confirmed Rona, a Filipina
nurse working with the Amiri Hospital. Adan
Hospital and Farwaniya Hospital confirmed similar
notices and likewise noticed corresponding positive effects to the treatment of nurses. “Before, we
used to endure lots of shouting and sometimes
even to the extent of physical harassment and
abuse. But it was drastically reduced after they
posted notices in wards all over hospitals in Kuwait,
reminding the patients on how to behave with
their nurses,” she noted. “Improvements in the

The Ministry of Health notice showing penalties for abuse of nurses.
treatment by patients in Kuwait make us very
proud and we are thankful to the ministry for issuing this order,” Rona mentioned.
Nurses benefits
While ample benefits were already provided to
the nurses in Kuwait especially after the exodus of
many foreign nurses seeking better pay and other
benefits in the early 2000s, some of them are still
dissatisfied. “Well, the basic salary improved; they
raised it, that’s true. Before my basic salary was KD
165, then it was raised to KD 200. I am now receiving KD 800, including increments in my line of
expertise, but my disappointment is on the fact
that the basic salary of junior nurses is higher (KD
265) compared to us senior nurses (KD 200). They
said they will correct that, but it never happened,”
she added. In addition, according to Rona, another
staff nurse was promised and approved hazard pay
two years back but it was not delivered. “We have

been asking about it; they said it was only delayed
and it will be given to us, but it never came.
Imagine, it has been two years for some of us, but
in other sections, like in the ambulance department, they religiously provide hazard pay, but not
to so many hospital nurses,” he said.
According to Rona, hazard pay is defined by the
Ministry of Health to include infection, contamination, radiation, noise and second hand smoke. Each
of these categories corresponds to KD 35 per
month. Hazard pay is sometimes referred to as
‘danger allowance’ by Health Ministry officials.
Besides, most of the hospitals in Kuwait are also
understaffed. “We are on an eight-hour work
schedule because of the many temporary nurses
for Jaber Hospital, but the moment the hospital
opens, we’ll have to work extra hours again if the
ministry fails to hire new nurses. They said they are
going to hire more nurses, but we don’t know,” she
pointed out.

Ghiras Smart Village launched

Manal Barakat, Manager, Consumer Banking at Gulf Bank congratulates red draw
winner Abdulrahman Al-Rasheedi.

First Monthly
Red Account
Draw winner
announced
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank welcomed Abdulrahman Ayed Saal AlRasheedi, one of the winners in its first monthly Red
account draw, to the bank’s headquarters in Mubarak Al
Kabeer where Manal Barakat, Manager, Consumer Banking
congratulated him on winning the KD800 prize.
On winning the cash prize, Rasheedi said: “I was very
happy to receive the call from the bank informing that I
was the winner of the Red account draws. I was not expecting this at all, and was very pleased to be part of Gulf
Bank’s red account. I would like to thank Gulf Bank for its
reliable products and services, as well as the exciting prize
draws.”
Gulf Bank had announced six winners for its first monthly Salary and Red account draw, which took place on
Wednesday, 29 April 2015, live at Marina FM.
The bank’s new red customers who open an account
and transfer their student allowance will also be eligible to
enter the monthly cash draws for a chance to win up to KD
1,500. In addition to, the quarterly car draw which will be
for 1 lucky winner who will have a chance to win a new
Camaro LT Coupe or a Cadillac SRX. In addition to these
exciting cash and car prizes, Gulf Bank has also partnered
with ZAIN, where red customers are exclusively offered the
latest smartphone bundles or internet plans.
Through the bank’s red program, customers can also
see movies at all Kuwait National Cinema Company (KNCC)
cinemas during the weekend for KD 1.750 instead of the
usual KD 3.5, which is a 50% discount on the normal price.
Gulf Bank is the only bank in Kuwait presenting both Salary
and Red customers with these one of a kind offers.
For further information about Gulf Bank’s red account
and other prize draws, visit one of Gulf Bank’s 58 branches,
call the Customer Contact Center on 1805805, or go online
at www.e-gulfbank.com

KUWAIT: In its ongoing combat against drugs,
Ghiras has moved the fight yet to another frontier and went on the virtual-world and smart
phones apps. This has been assured by the
Project General Manger, Dr Ahmad Al-Shatti in
his press conference held in Araya HTL
‘Courtyard’. Dr Al-Shatti mentioned that Ghiras
made an early decision on its electronic project
considering how important such sector became
in the field of combating drugs. He presented an
initial explanation about the Smart Village and
the quality move that this Project is about to
make available toward raising awareness,
enhancing interaction and creating sense of
belonging to drugs-free world. He added that
the set of various computers and smart phone
apps will enable anyone to present his or her
creative distinctive motifs. This in turn is entitled

to foster society values and social initiatives consequently.
In her statement, media figure and Ghiras
Secretary Council Member, Ekbal Al-Ahmad
underlined how Ghiras has been a pioneering
innovation since 1999. The Project has been taking and sustaining the role of raising awareness
against drugs and focusing on the importance
of individuals behavior in this regard, she added.
After displaying a clip on Ghiras’ development stages, Smart Ghiras Project Marketing
Manager, Engineer Ichraf Seidani gave some
technical illustration where she focused on the
system of points the Village subscribers can gain
through their Village connected real practices.
She also gave brief explanation on the high level
technological aspects that are used in executing
the Village and its accompanied applications.

In his turn, the Village Manager, Ammar
Jazmati (Representative of Al-Houti Trading Co,
the Project executer) assured that there is a
group of distinctive companies ready to take
part in such promising project. He reminded
that such dream can only come true through the
support of all sides in the government, organizations beside the civil society in the State of
Kuwait which assumes regional and international leadership in this regard and Ghiras is yet
another example.
After that, representatives of corporate bodies, banks, ministries, government institutions
laid their questions about numerous details that
are directly concerning the project, Dr Shatti readdressed the media wishing for its continuous
support of fellow projects in order for the awareness to prevail.
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Crime

Al-Qabas

Manipulation

R e p o r t

Trades that
never diminish

Kuwaiti conned in
KD 80,000 project

By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man in his forties told Fahaheel police
station that he was scammed by a Gulf national who took
KD 80,000 for a project, and left the country. The suspect
will be dealt with through the Interpol.

T

hree trades that will not diminish: Trade in religion, trade in hope and trade in sex.

Harasser in police net
A citizen assaulted an Iranian woman by groping
her. When she resisted, he beat her as well as her UAE
friend. They all went to Salwa police station; where the
citizen was jailed and sent to concerned authorities.

Interior employee arrested for theft
Police patrols arrested a citizen working for the interior
ministry after attacking an Indian and taking his car. The
citizen confessed to stealing the car and led police to
where he kept it.

ral
Agricultu s
propertie

KD 2,600 robbery
An Iraqi man told Salmiya police that someone
broke into his car that was parked near a private hospital and stole his bag which contained KD 2,600. The
man assumed that someone followed him as he left a
bank.

Al-Jarida

Man kidnapped, robbed
Three persons kidnapped a Sri Lankan man, stole his car
along with KD 870 and two phones. The victim was leaving
a mall in Hawally, when the suspects stopped him at gun
point and walked him to the parking lot. One of the men
took his car while the other two took him to their car and
drove him to Kheitan area, where they took his money and
two phones, before escaping. Police are investigating.

Al-Anbaa

Green seats alter minds
By Saad Al-Mo’tesh

Ex-husband charged with theft
A citizen accused her ex-husband of storming into
her Fahad Al-Ahmad area house, beat her up then
stole her jewelry worth an estimated KD 10,000. The
woman, in her thirties, gave police a medical report of
her arm injuries. Investigation is underway.

Charges over online vid
A young man did not think that uploading a video clip
of his neighbor’s son chasing his chicken in his garden will
lead him to the police station, charged with insult and misuse of a phone. A citizen had went to Ali Sabah Al-Salem
station with his son and told them his neighbor recorded
and shared a video clip on social media, implying that his
son is a thief, security sources said. The young man was
summoned, and he said the video was shared between
family members and did not know it will go on social
media.

O

ne of the most important reasons why liquor
is prohibited is that it alters minds and makes
one utter unacceptable words that would definitely harm others as well as yourself. Well, I will be
revealing no secrets if I told you that harming your
own self does not concern us because you will have
willingly brought it upon yourself.
Consequently, all that alters minds and reasoning
is prohibited such as liquor and other mind-altering
substances incriminated by Kuwaiti laws. However, a
more dangerous mind-altering thing than those substances is not banned, and contrarily, people are
urged to respect it.
That things is the green seat in the parliament that
has undoubtedly proved to be mind-alerting by making so many using them make reasonably and logically unacceptable statements, including some that

promote sectarianism and division merely to satisfy a
group at the expense of another as if the speaker
only represents the group he favored and not the
nation as a whole.
As I said in the beginning, liquor’s danger is personal and only affects the drinker and those around
him, while the damage caused through ‘green seats’
is comprehensive, affects everybody and its effect
may last for years because the speaker may utter a
statement for electoral propaganda reasons without
realizing its consequences on the whole nation.
Check the statements made by current or former lawmakers who have used those green seats and you will
realize where they are taking us all.
Long live he who fights these ‘green’ mind-altering
substances and down with all those who help them
reach such seats. — Translated by Kuwait Times

Barely a month goes by, and mostly when I am
abroad, without me receiving a call or more during
which the caller, and it is always a girl with a highly
soft voice, offers to sell copies of the Holy Quran, or
to give it as a gift to whom I like. It seems that the
pouches of those who use religion to get rich will not
go empty at all, because they have a trick every day
as long as there are ignoramuses.
These offers reminded me with the events of
‘Paper Moon’ film starring Ryan O’Neil and his daughter Tatom. The star of the movie follows the death
news and prints the name of any dead man on
copies of the Bible, then visits the widow’s home and
asks to meet her husband. She tells him he is dead,
and asks him what he wants. He apologizes politely
and starts leaving. The lady then calls him asking
why he came. He tells her that her husband had
asked for special copies of the holy book that carries
her name with special dedication from him!
The lady falls for the trick and pays him what he
wants, with her eyes full of tears in gratitude. The
calls reminded me of the brochures that ‘A A’ used to
print and distribute, through which he promoted a
project to build tens of thousands of homes in
remote Indonesian villages. ‘A’ succeeded in making
a wealth after tricking many people including official
dignitaries and NGOs with his illusory ideas, but at
the end the project “evaporated” and with it the
donors’ money.
We will not also forget the project of “A Q” who
collected much of its revenues, and what his deduction from it caused a rift between him and his religious-political party, and we previously wrote about
the millions that accumulated in his account, which a
high ranking official at state security told us about.
Also this person reduced his public appearances,
maybe to enjoy what he collected.
It is necessary to say something about propagandist “A K”, who has stayed out lately, and began living
the life of filthy rich because of rich people’s generosity. Some of my critical columns of what he was saying in his speeches caused the first friction between
me and Al-Qabas’ editor-in-chief, after calls from
some influential ladies that oppose any criticism of
that “outstanding” personality. There is no room here,
and I cannot write the history of each propagandist
and clergyman whom I criticized, but days proved
me right, as nearly all of them used religion for their
interest, then disappeared for one reason or another.

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Al-Anbaa

Drunk man breaks into home
A drunk Egyptian stormed into a Hawally building
and broke an apartment’s door. The building’s janitor
told police that the suspect, Egyptian national, came
into the building then broke the door of a flat there,
according to the police reprot. A patrol went there and
arrested the suspect who was found drunk. He was
charged with public drunkenness and breaking into a
residence. He was sent to concerned authorities.

Drug dealer caught
Hawally detectives arrested an Asian with 42 heroin
envelopes selling them in the Hawally governorate. He was
sent to the Drugs Control General Department.

Citizen arrested for selling liquor
Hawally detectives arrested a citizen, well known
for trading in liquor. A security source said the suspect
was arrested in an ambush in Salmiya area. The suspect operated under the codename ‘the whale’ within
his ring of clients, the source said. —Al-Rai

News
I n

b r i e f

Fairground excluded
from expo sales ban
KUWAIT: Sources at the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry said its latest circular that sets conditions for
commercial exhibitions in Kuwait allows them - except
for some exhibitions - to sell items during the exhibition.
The sources said the ministry exempts many exhibitions
from the sales ban, especially those held at the international fairgrounds in Mishref. — Al-Qabas

Ringing warning bell and conscription law
By Sami Al-Nisf

C

onscription, compulsory or even voluntary military service experiences have been bad in evolutionary Arab countries that had never done any
military or civilian thing right. This important service
has turned into useless slavery that was the cause
behind all the terrible defeats as Arab soldiers thought
that the enemy commanders would be more merciful
with them than their unjust ones, and accordingly,
easily surrendered.
Therefore, we are not talking about a dreadful system but about an advanced and more complicated
military system now since we are besieged by danger
from all sides and we should have learned our lesson
from the 1990 Iraqi invasion’s bitter experience. We
have learned that there is no use in development and
building factories, farms, mosques and universities
unless we are capable of defending them. What takes
years to be built can be destroyed in a matter of seconds.
Nothing can be more tempting to greedy people
than affluence and lack of enough armies like is the
case in GCC states. Therefore, we to act as soon as possible and take precautions before the imminent dangers become facts. We have to create military bodies
similar to those in countries like Israel, Singapore,
Switzerland and Sweden, where the whole population
turns into fighting troops and armies whenever war
bells start ringing. According to the brilliant founder
of Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew, mandatory military serv-

ice enhances national solidarity when young people
from all social sects line up shoulder to shoulder.
In addition, military service turns into a fine way to
improve the performance of enlisted personnel by
qualifying, and for instance, helping them master computer sciences and foreign languages and grant them
the opportunity to join universities, pursue higher
studies, teach them discipline, useful hobbies as well as
serving the army through the field they know best. An
engineer should not serve as a watch guard. He would
be qualified and trained to operate and maintain tanks,
for instance. The moment a young person concludes
the conscription period, he can easily get a suitable job
through which he can carry on serving his country and
become a useful addition to his community.
The specialized American researcher Kenneth
Pollack once wrote a 700-page book titled ‘Arabs at
Wars’ that is worth to be meticulously read to probe
the defeat-causing weakness of our Arab armies in
order to avoid them. I have already written about the
seven recommendations Pollack made in a previous
article published in Assharq Alawsat newspaper on
March 25, 2003 under the headline ‘The Nation of
Defeated Heroes’. I wrote that article responding to a
number of usual lies used by the defeatist generals
and their media when they described such defeats as
‘The Mother of Decisive Battles’ in Baghdad and ‘The
Mother of All Battles’ by the Kuwaiti borders.
Countries like Israel and Singapore, that have popu-

lations of around 5 million, are still capable of mobilizing over a million soldiers ready for war in a short time
- a system which is much needed in GCC states to
defend our countries against the dangers surrounding
us before we start falling one by one like our states did
in Andalusia, and then we will no longer need others
to come, and if they do, we want them to fight with us,
not on behalf of us!
Therefore, our bad experiences with the so-called
‘joint Arab defense pact’ teaches us that annual Arab
and GCC military land, marine and air drills are a must
before it is too late. When Israel defeated the Arabs in
1967, its defence ministry produced a documentary
titled ‘Follow Me’, which is the orders Israeli officers
used to give to their soldiers, whereas Arab officers are
used to orders like: ‘Advance’ or ‘Go Ahead!’, and face
danger to save me!
Entering World War II, the US produced a series of
propaganda movies titled ‘Why Go to War’ which is
worth watching by all Arab defence and information
ministers to learn how what happened was being professionally explained to the American people. Finally,
the conscription law should include women as well
because you cannot prevent ‘half the society’ from taking part in defending it and this happened in Islamic
wars at the dawn of Islam and you can ask ISIL men
what the peshmerga women did to them in the
Kobane battle and others!
— Translated by Kuwait Times

Waging wars
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti constitutional expert Dr Mohammed
Al-Feeli stressed that according to the constitution, war
should be declared by a decree that should be reviewed
by the parliament. “Kuwait’s participation in international
agreements does not contradict with the requirement of
waging wars upon decrees. This does not prevent Kuwait
from taking part in a war,” he explained. He further pointed out that rejecting the decree in parliament does not
necessitate a decision to stop going ahead with the war.
“Nevertheless, the parliament will still have the right to
politically question the government, which is unlike the
case of martial laws, which fall if the parliament does not
approve them”, he remarked. Feeli was commenting on
MP Abdulhameed Dashti’s grilling to First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled AlSabah, which addresses Kuwait’s decision to join the
Saudi-led coalition that carried out Operation Decisive
Storm in Yemen. —Al-Rai

Society’s dissolution
KUWAIT: Former chairman of Kuwait Transparency
Society Dr Salah Al-Ghazali said he received Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labor’s decision to dissolve his board
of directors and the appointment of a new temporary
board for one year. Ghazali added that the society’s
headquarters was immediately handed over to the
appointed board of directors. Responding to a question
whether the dissolved board would sue the ministry
through the Kuwaiti judiciar y or with the help of
Transparency International, Ghazali said no decision has
been made yet in this regard. — Al-Rai

CBK concludes art competition
KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK )
announced concluding the annual Radisson Blu Art
Competition, which was held recently under its sponsorship. CBK had invited all First Account and

Youth@Tijari account holders aged between 10 and 18
years, in addition to school students from all over
Kuwait to take part in the competition.
The topic for this year’s was ‘Saving Power and

Water’. The top 25 entries were selected and participants were awarded KD 50 each. The conclusion and
awarding ceremony was held at Al-Hashimi Ball,
Radisson Blu Hotel.
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Masked gang hacks
blogger to death

Pakistani defector was key in bin Laden operation
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Dozens die as new quake hits Nepal
SANGACHOWK: A 7.3 magnitude earthquake killed at
least 66 people and spread panic in Nepal yesterday,
bringing down buildings already weakened by a devastating tremor less than three weeks ago and
unleashing landslides in Himalayan valleys near
Mount Everest. Most of the reported fatalities were in
villages and towns east of Kathmandu, only just
beginning to pick up the pieces after the April 25
quake that left more than 8,000 people dead. The new
earthquake was centered 76 km east of the capital in
a hilly area close to the border with Tibet, according
to coordinates provided by the US Geological Survey.
Villagers who watched their homes collapse said they
only survived because they were already living in
tents.
Aid workers reported serious damage to some villages in the worst affected Charikot area and said
some people were still trapped under rubble.
Witnesses said rocks and mud came crashing down
remote hillsides lined with roads and small hamlets.
“We still don’t have a clear view of the scale of the
problem,” said Dan Sermand, emergency coordinator
at Medecins Sans Frontieres, which surveyed the area
by air and saw multiple landslides. The United Nations
has only raised 13 percent of the $423 million it said
was needed to help Nepal recover from the April
tragedy, and relief workers warned that even more
funding would now be needed. In the town of
Sangachowk, residents were outside receiving government food aid when the quake struck. “It was really
lucky. If we were inside, it would have been a lot
worse,” said Purushottam Acharya, 38.
Housesdisappear
A family sat on the edge of road where their house
had just fallen down the hill, rubble spread over hundreds of feet below. “We watched it go down slowly,
slowly,” said Ashok Parajuli. In Charikot, where at least
20 bodies were recovered, hotel owner Top Thapa said
the quake was at least as strong as last month. “We
saw houses falling, collapsing along the ridge,” said
Thapa, owner of Charikot Panorama Resort. He said he
saw five or six multi-storey buildings come down.
Politicians dashed for the exit of Nepal’s parliament
building and office towers swayed as far away as New
Delhi. The tremors that began at around 12.30 could
be felt in Bangladesh and were followed by a series of
powerful aftershocks.
Parents clutched children tightly, and hundreds of
people frantically tried to call relatives on mobile
phones. Shopkeepers closed their stores and the
streets were jammed with people rushing to check on
families. Elsewhere, people huddled in public spaces,
too nervous to venture inside. “I am very scared and I
am with my two sons. The school building is cracked
and bits of it, I can see they have collapsed,” said Rhita
Doma Sherpa, a nurse with the Mountain Medicine
Center in Namche Bazaar, a depar ture point for
trekkers headed to Everest. “It was lunchtime. All the
kids were outside. Thank god.”
‘The mountain fall’
May is peak season for climbing and trekking in
Nepal’s high altitude valleys and peaks, but the usually bustling lodges and tea-houses were close to empty after thousands of tourists fled the April quake.
Dambar Parajuli, president of Expedition Operators’
Association of Nepal, said there were no climbers or
Nepali sherpa guides at Everest Base Camp.
Mountaineers seeking to scale the world’s tallest peak
called off this year’s Everest season after 18 people
died when last month’s quake triggered avalanches
on the mountain. “All of them have already left,”
Parajuli said.
In Lukla, the departure point for treks to Everest,
buildings cracked and small landslides were triggered
when the ground shook. At least three school children
were injured. Susana Perez from Madrid was on a 10day trek with her husband to Island Peak in the
Everest region and was about to reach Lukla. “We saw
the mountain in front of us fall down - earth and
rocks. There were some houses underneath but it was
not clear if they were hit,” Perez said.
In Nepal the death toll reached 41, with 1,066
injured, police spokesman Kamal Singh Bam said. Five
people were killed in Indian states bordering Nepal,
according to officials, and Chinese media reported
one person died in Tibet after rocks fell on a car.
Indian and US military aircraft flew more than 60
wounded people to Kathmandu from affected areas.
Nepal had barely begun to recover from the devastation caused by last month’s 7.8-magnitude earthquake, the country’s worst in more than 80 years,
which killed at least 8,046 people and injured more
than 17,800.
Hundreds of thousands of buildings, including
ancient Hindu and Buddhist temples, were destroyed
and many more damaged. Some foreign rescue teams
have returned home from Nepal, but may need to be
pressed into service again. At a welcoming ceremony
for an Israeli military rescue delegation yesterday,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said: “I know that
you are already prepared for the next mission, anywhere it might be required. And to judge by the news,
it is possible that such a mission now faces us.” Wojtek
Wilk, CEO of the Polish Center for International Aid,
said the new quake presented a funding challenge.
Last week, World Food Program head Ertharin Cousin
said that the scale and number of global humanitarian crises was straining donors.— Reuters

BIHAR: Women mourn the death of a family member after a wall collapsed in an earthquake in Danapur yesterday.— AP
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Israeli general sees common interests with Hamas

GAZA: Palestinian children stand amid the rubble of their partially rebuilt
house which was destroyed during the 50-day war between Israel and Hamas
militants in the summer of 2014. —AFP

JERUSALEM: Israel and Hamas share
common interests, and the Palestinian
Islamists must stay in power in the Gaza
Strip to prevent the enclave descending
into chaos, an Israeli general was quoted as saying yesterday. Major-General
Sami Turgeman’s remarks, reported in
the top-selling Israeli newspaper
Yedioth Ahronoth, cast Hamas in a more
pragmatic light than comments about
the group usually made by Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government.
Israel and Hamas fought a 50-day
war last July and August, and
Netanyahu has likened the group to
Islamic State insurgents sweeping Syria,
Iraq and elsewhere in the region. But
speaking to the heads of Israeli villages
on the Gaza periphery, Turgeman said
Hamas seeks stability and “does not
want global jihad”-an umbrella term
Israel uses for Islamic State, Al-Qaeda
and their off-shoots. “Israel and Hamas
have shared interests, including in the
current situation, which is quiet and
calm and growth and prosperity,” said
the general, who is in charge of Israeli
forces on the Gaza and Egyptian bor-

ders. “There is no substitute for Hamas
as sovereign in the Strip. The substitute
is the IDF (Israel Defense Forces) and
chaotic rule ... and then the security situation would be much more problematic,” he said. An Israeli military spokesman
did not contest the accuracy of the
quotes attributed to Turgeman from the
private meeting on Monday with the
municipal leaders. Netanyahu’s office
had no immediate comment. Nor did
Hamas officials in Gaza.
Turgeman predicted a continued
build-up of Hamas’s armed capabilities
and renewed Gaza fighting “every few
years”. “The alternative is to try to find
periods of quiet, as much as possible,”
Turgeman said, arguing against rightist
proposals that Israel, which withdrew
from Gaza in 2005 after 38 years of
occupation, retake the cramped and
impoverished territory. Hamas, which
took power in Gaza after a brief 2006
civil war with forces loyal to US-backed
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas,
wants Israel’s destruction and has
fought three Gaza wars against it. But
Hamas, which reconciled with Abbas
last year, has also voiced interest in a

long-term truce with Israel. The dominant Palestinian Islamist group has
sought to curb more radical organizations in Gaza that chafe at its authority
and has ordered them to hold fire
against Israel.
Rabbi sentenced to prison
In another development, a Tel Aviv
court has sentenced an Israeli celebrity
rabbi with a following in the United
States to prison after he pleaded guilty
to bribing a senior police official. The
court gave Rabbi Yoshiyahu Yosef Pinto
on Tuesday a year in prison and a 1 million shekel (about $250,000) fine. Pinto
had pleaded guilty as part of a plea bargain reached last year. He admitted to
offering bribes in 2012 to receive classified information on a police investigation into one of his charitable organizations. He has 45 days to appeal. Pinto is
considered one of Israel’s wealthiest
rabbis. The great-grandson of a famous
Moroccan-born mystic known as the
Baba Sali, he amassed his fortune while
serving as spiritual guru to the rich and
powerful in Israel, New York, and elsewhere.—Agencies

US, Saudi downplay rift
WASHINGTON: The White House and
Saudi Arabia scrambled to quell talk of a
diplomatic rift Monday, after King Salman
pulled out of a summit with President
Barack Obama at the eleventh hour. Senior
US and Saudi officials appeared in public to
insist the Gulf royal’s decision was not a
snub nor part of a deeper crisis in nevereasy ties that date back decades. Obama
had invited six Gulf leaders to the presidential retreat, amid suspicions that
Washington is no longer committed to
their security and is not doing enough to
stop Iran’s destabilizing actions across the
region.
Only two leaders, from Qatar and
Kuwait, are now slated to attend. The US
president has warned the deeply conservative monarchies that they must reform, and
has launched nuclear talks with their archfoe Iran. With just days before Wednesday’s
meeting at the White House and Thursday’s
gathering at Camp David, Riyadh said it
would instead send Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Nayef and the King’s influential son Mohammed bin Salman. “This is
not related in any way, shape or form to
any disagreement between the two countries,” said Saudi Foreign Minister Adel AlJubeir, saying the King would stay at home
to deal with unrest in Yemen.
“I think this idea that this is a snub
because the king did not attend is really off
base. This is an extremely high level delegation. It has absolutely the right people to
represent the Kingdom.” Jubeir also dismissed suggestions that King Salman had
been forced to cancel the visit due to longrumored ill health. “The King’s health is
excellent, thank God,” he said. The White
House, meanwhile, announced that Obama
and Salman had spoken by telephone, as
the US too tried to downplay differences.
Salman called Obama “today to express
his regret at not being able to travel to
Washington,” the White House said. “The
two leaders emphasized the strength of
the two countries’ partnership, based on
their shared interest and commitment to
the stability and prosperity of the region.”
White House spokesman Josh Earnest

rejected claims Riyadh was trying to send a
message. “If so, that message was not
received,” he said. “The travel plans are
completely unrelated to the agenda that’s
planned for Camp David.”
‘We see Iran’s hand’
Beneath the surface, however, there is
deep unease at what US allies perceive as
Washington’s disengagement in the region
under Obama’s administration. There is also
worry that a nuclear deal with Iran could
unfreeze tens of billions of dollars that
Tehran could use to buy weapons or augment support for proxy groups.
“Underlying all of this is how do we confront Iran’s interference in the affairs of the
countries of the region,” said Jubeir. “We see
Iran’s hand in Lebanon, in Syria, in Iraq. We
see Iran’s hand in Yemen,” he said. “We see
Iran facilitating terrorist organizations, so
the challenge is how do we collectively in
the GCC and the US coordinate our efforts.”
Some Gulf states had pressed for the
summit to lead to a written guarantee that
the US would come to their defense, something US officials rebuffed. Gulf nations had
also asked for access to high-tech weapons
like the F-35 stealth fighter. But instead the
summit is likely to result in more modest
commitments to joint maritime security, a
promise to study regional ballistic missile
defense and a review to speed up weapons
transfers.
The Saudis “felt there was no substance
to what had been proposed,” said Bruce
Riedel, a long-time White House and intelligence operative now with the Brookings
Institution. “It’s hard not to look at this as a
snub,” agreed Lori Plotkin Boghardt a former CIA analyst now at the Washington
Institute for Near East Policy. But experts
said that in Crown Prince Nayef and
Salman’s son-the minister of defense who is
seen as a possible ruler and often known as
“MbS”-the two biggest players in Saudi
Arabia would be at the summit. “This is a
great opportunity for the Americans to get
to know MbS,” said Plotkin Boghardt. Nayef
is a “known quantity in Washington but
MbS is still a mystery,” she added.— AFP

DOUMA: A wounded Syrian girl is being treated by doctors at a makeshift hospital in the rebel-held area of Douma, following reported air
strikes on the city.—AFP

Five million Syrians at high
risk of explosive weapons
Barrel bomb attack kills 20 in Aleppo
BEIRUT: About 5.1 million Syrians are living in
areas at high risk from explosive weapons, some
of which fail to detonate and so will pose a
deadly threat for years to come, aid group
Handicap International said. The global charity
examined 78,000 violent incidents in Syria’s war
between December 2012 and March 2015 and
found that more than 80 percent involved highly destructive weapons like rockets, mortars and
bombs, rather than light arms.
“Syria will inherit the deadly legacy of explosive weapons for years,” said Anne Garella,
Regional Coordinator of Handicap International.
The conflict is in its fifth year, having killed more
than 220,000 people, according to a UN estimate. More than 1.5 million people have been
injured, according to the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, an organisation that monitors
the war. Diplomatic efforts aimed at finding a
political solution have gone nowhere. A range
of insurgent groups have been battling the
Syrian military and allied fighters. US-led air
forces have been bombing ultra hardline Islamic
State militants since last summer.
The Handicap International study found that
three-quarters of the incidents it recorded took

place in populated areas like larger towns and
cities. “This suggests that belligerents have no
intention of effectively distinguishing between
civilians and combatants- which constitutes a
violation of international humanitarian law,” said
the group, which provides aid to disabled people in conflict and disaster zones. The heavilypopulated western provinces of Aleppo, Deraa,
Homs, Idlib and Rural Damascus were the most
affected, the study found. The research was
based news reports, social media and data from
the United Nations and non-governmental
organizations.
Barrel bomb attack
Meanwhile, at least 20 people were killed
yesterday in a regime barrel bomb attack on a
mini-bus stand in a rebel-held part of Syria’s
Aleppo city, a monitor said. “Helicopters committed a massacre, dropping a barrel bomb on a
mini-bus station in the Fardous district of
Aleppo, killing 20 civilians, among them children, and injuring 30 more,” the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights group said. The
Britain-based monitor said the toll was expected to rise because of the number of serious

injuries among the wounded. The group said
most of bodies of those killed “were charred”.
Video footage distributed by activists and posted on YouTube showed rubble and twisted
scraps of metal strewn across the cratered pavement where the station was, underneath a
bridge.
Firefighters and civilians worked with hoses
to tackle fierce blazes in several vehicles that
produced thick clouds of smoke. A least one car
had been flipped on its side. A second video
showed several men hoisting a male victim
missing a large section of the back of his torso
onto an orange stretcher and into an ambulance. It was unclear whether he was still alive.
Once Syria’s economic powerhouse, Aleppo
was been divided between government control
in the city’s west and rebel control in the east
since shortly after fighting there began in mid2012. For months, the regime has waged an
unrelenting aerial campaign against the opposition-held part of the city, making particular
use of crude so-called barrel bombs. Rights
groups criticize the weapons as indiscriminate
and say they are more likely to cause civilian
casualties.—Agencies

Migrants labor in Libya to keep Europe dream alive
RIYADH: In this file photo, President Barack Obama meets new Saudi Arabian King
Salman bin Abdul Aziz in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. — AP

Pakistan executes
political activist
QUETTA: Pakistan yesterday hanged a political activist convicted of murder, whose execution was delayed after he claimed in a video
that his party chief had ordered him to carry
out the killing. Saulat Ali Khan, also known as
Saulat Mirza, was in 1999 sentenced to death
for the murder of the then managing director
of the city’s state-owned electricity company
two years earlier. “Saulat Mirza was hanged at
4:30 am early morning today (2330 GMT
Monday),” Sikandar Kakar, a senior official at
Mach jail in southwestern Baluchistan
province where Mirza was imprisoned said.
“A doctor examined his health just before
the execution and declared him fully fit,” Kakar
said, adding that the convict apologized to all
jail inmates and staff for any offence he had
caused before heading to face the gallows. A
senior official of the jails department Zia
Tareen also confirmed the hanging. Mirza was
due to be hanged on March 19, but his execution was postponed several times on medical

grounds after he appeared in a video making
striking allegations against Karachi’s main party, the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM),
for which he was an activist.
In the video he said the party chief Altaf
Hussain-who has been in self-imposed exile in
London since 1992 - had ordered him to carry
out the murder. “Altaf Hussain directed us
through Babar Ghauri (a senior party leader)
that the KESC (Karachi Electric Supply
Company) MD has to be killed,” Mirza had said
in the video, which was leaked to dozens of
news channels. It was not clear who shot or
leaked the video. Hussain strongly denied
Mirza’s allegations in comments broadcast by
all major TV channels. The MQM, the most
powerful political force in Pakistan’s biggest
city of Karachi, stands accused by critics of
running a violent mafia-like organization, but
the party strongly denies this and presents
itself as a voice of political moderation and
secularism.—AFP

TRIPOLI: Elias, a teenager from Benin, spends
hour after hour under a bridge in Libya’s capital
waiting for menial day jobs to bring him closer
to a new life in Europe. Whenever a car stops,
Elias and dozens of other migrants make a dash
for it, ready to accept just about any job on
offer. In fluent English, he explains his simple
plan. “I need to fight for my future, that’s why I
am here, and to get money. When I get enough
money, I will go to Europe,” says the 18-year-old,
sporting a yellow T-shirt and brown cap. “The
sea is dangerous, but when I get an opportunity
I will go. When you cross the sea, sometimes
you fail, sometimes you win. I have to prepare
myself first,” he says, stoically.
Like thousands of other migrants, he is laboring in Libya to scrape together enough cash to
pay the people traffickers for a perilous journey
on one of their rickety boats across the
Mediterranean to the affluence and security of
Europe. The lucky ones are rescued and transferred onwards, but others perish at sea or are
intercepted and returned to war-strewn Libya.
Migrants detained by Libyan authorities are
held at 16 centers across the country to await
deportation. Around 7,000 people are currently
in such facilities. For the past three months
since he reached Libya via Algeria, Elias has
shared a small room with three other migrants

for a monthly rent of 150 dinars, around $110 or
100 euros.
‘I miss my friends’
“When there’s no work, I sit in my room and
listen to the music I like. I like hiphop and R&B, I
like Chris Brown and Tupac,” he says. Elias also
has a passion for football, which he watches on
YouTube. “I used to play football with my friends
in Benin, but I don’t do that here. I miss playing
football, but I miss my friends more,” he confides. The young Beninese man says he left
behind his parents, four brothers and two sisters because he could find no work to make a
living. In Tripoli, he can make 50 dinars ($37) for
a long day’s work. “Sometimes they pay me,
sometimes they don’t. It depends on the character,” he says.
Amnesty International on Monday highlighted the grim reality of migrant workers in Libya,
where cruelty and abuse drive them to risk their
lives in dangerous Mediterranean crossings.
“The ghastly conditions for migrants, coupled
with spiraling lawlessness and armed conflicts
raging within the country, make clear just how
dangerous life in Libya is today,” said Amnesty’s
Philip Luther. “With no legal avenues to escape
and seek safety, they are forced to place their
lives in the hands of smugglers who callously

extort, abuse and attack them,” Luther said.
Savings stolen at gunpoint
Elias himself was robbed of around $2,100 in
savings when gunmen broke into his room and
made off with cash and mobile phones. “I am
starting again from zero,” he says. “In this country, life is not fair. This country is in war, but I am
here. Why? Because of money.” Elias remains
optimistic nevertheless, and has a clear vision of
his future. “Maybe I will become a businessman
one day. I want to get married one day also and
have kids,” he says.
Libya, with a coastline of 1,770 kilometers
(more than 1,000 miles), has for years been a
stepping stone for Africans seeking a better life
in Europe, with most heading for Italy. The situation deteriorated after the 2011 uprising that
toppled dictator Muammar Gaddafi, with people smugglers taking advantage of the chaos
that has gripped Libya to boost their lucrative
trade. The United Nations says that more than
110,000 migrants transited Libya in 2014 en
route to Europe. More than 5,000 have died trying to reach Europe’s shores over the past 18
months. On April 19, some 750 people drowned
when their trawler sank between Libya and
southern Italy, sparking global outrage and
demands for action.— AFP
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Former CIA officer sentenced to 3 1/2 years in Iran leaks case
Sterling convicted of leaking details of a secret mission
ALEXANDRIA: The list of leakers sent to
prison for exposing government secrets is
one name longer with Monday’s 3 1/2-year
sentence for former CIA officer Jeffrey
Sterling. Although his lawyers expressed
relief that the sentence was relatively light
compared with the decades that could have
been imposed, advocates for whistleblowers
and journalists saw it as further evidence of
the unequal treatment given to those whose
disclosures are seen as an embarrassment to
the government.
The disparity, they say, was reflected
clearly by the fact that former CIA Director
David Petraeus’s name is not on the list of
those going to prison, despite his conviction
just last month for disclosing classified information. Sterling, 47, of O’Fallon, Missouri,
was convicted of leaking details of a secret
mission to thwart Iran’s nuclear ambitions by
slipping flawed nuclear blueprints to the
Iranians through a Russian intermediary. He
faced a term of 20 years or more under federal sentencing guidelines. Former Secretary of
State and National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice testified at Sterling’s trial
that the mission was one of the few options
available to the US as it sought to stop Iran’s
nuclear program.
After the sentencing, defense lawyers
Edward MacMahon and Barry Pollack
thanked US District Judge Leonie Brinkema
for what they considered a fair sentence.
They said they still plan to appeal the conviction. “In some cases, the jury gets it wrong,”
Pollack said. “That said, the judge today got it
right.” But Robert Scheer, a former Los
Angeles Times reporter and now a journalism professor at the University of Southern
California, said he had a hard time working
up appreciation for the supposedly light sentence. He said the prosecution of Sterling is
part of a pattern of cracking down on leaks
the government deems embarrassing.
“If the leaks support the government’s
position, they never crack down on the
whistleblower,” he said. In particular, he cited
the example of Petraeus, who got probation
last month for leaking classified information
to his biographer, who was also his mistress.
He said the environment now for whistleblowers is “worse than it’s ever been,” not
only because of the long list of leak prosecutions under the Obama administration but
also because of the pervasiveness and effectiveness of surveillance technology that
makes it easy to know who is talking.
Jesselyn Radack, an attorney with the
Government Accountability Project who has
represented multiple whistleblowers facing
federal prosecution, including Edward
Snowden, called the judge’s sentence the
“least worst option.” But she said Sterling
should not have been convicted and should

not have been given jail time, given Petraeus’
sentence.
“If you’re politically well-connected or
powerful, you don’t have to worry about
being charged with espionage or leaking,”
she said. In imposing her sentence, Brinkema
compared Sterling not to Petraeus but to
another case that defense lawyers had cited
in their papers. John Kiriakou, also a former
CIA officer, pleaded guilty in 2012 to disclosing the identity of a covert agent to a
reporter and was sentenced to 2 1/2 years in
prison. Brinkema said the offenses were similar but Sterling should get a slightly longer
sentence because Kiriakou admitted his guilt
in a plea bargain, while Sterling admitted no
wrongdoing and went to trial.
Prosecutors, for their part, disputed the
notion that Sterling was some kind of righteous whistleblower. They argued that
Sterling was motivated by spite to retaliate
against perceived mistreatment at the
agency. Sterling, who is African-American,
had unsuccessfully sued the agency for racial
discrimination. They said the evidence at trial
is that the program in question ran smoothly
and successfully, and that Sterling falsely
portrayed it as a botched operation to New
York Times journalist James Risen. The classified operation at the heart of the trial
involved using a CIA asset nicknamed Merlin,
who had been a Russian nuclear engineer.
Merlin traveled to Vienna in 2000 to foist
deliberately flawed nuclear-weapons blueprints on the Iranians, hoping they would
spend years trying to develop parts that had
no hope of ever working. Risen published
details of the Merlin operation in his 2006
book “State of War.” The book suggested the
blueprints had easily spotted flaws and could
have actually proved useful to Iran. Experts
who testified for the government at trial disagreed. Sterling was charged in 2010 but the
trial was delayed for years, in part because of
legal wrangling about whether Risen could
be forced to testify. Ultimately, prosecutors
chose not to call Risen as a witness, despite
winning legal battles allowing them to do so.
Without Risen’s testimony, prosecutors
built a circumstantial case against Sterling.
They introduced evidence showing regular
contact between Risen and Sterling by
phone and email. Sterling showed no visible
reaction when the judge imposed the sentence. He spoke briefly before the sentence
was imposed but made no admission of guilt
and did not apologize, as is common at sentencing hearings. Instead, he simply thanked
the judge and the court staff for treating him
courteously. Prosecutors did not recommend
a specific term of imprisonment but made
clear that they were seeking a severe sentence. They seemed dissatisfied with
Brinkema’s decision.— AP

HAVANA: France’s President Francois Hollande (right) and Cuba’s President Raul Castro wave to the press during Hollande’s farewell ceremony as he departs Jose Marti airport in Havana, Cuba, yesterday. — AP

Hollande meets Fidel Castro,
urges end to Cuba embargo
HAVANA: French President Francois Hollande
called Monday for an end to the US embargo on
Cuba, as he met with Fidel Castro during the first
visit by a Western leader since Washington and
Havana moved to restore ties. Hollande said France
will do whatever possible to see that “the measures
that have so badly harmed Cuba’s development
can finally be lifted” ahead of meetings with Fidel
and his younger brother Raul Castro, the duo who
have ruled Cuba since its 1959 revolution.
Hollande met first with a smiling Fidel, the iconic
88-year-old father of the revolution, who he said
still “had a lot to say”. Castro wore a black and white
sweat suit over a checked shirt in contrast to the
military fatigues that were his trademark before he
yielded power to his younger brother in 2006.
Hollande called Fidel a figure of historic stature.
He said his trip came “at a particularly important

but also uncertain time,” as the United States seeks
to restore diplomatic relations with Cuba after a
half-century-long break and European countries
scramble to reinforce ties. Hollande’s Cuba trip, the
first ever by a French leader, has highlighted the
simultaneously cooperative and competitive relationship between the United States and the
European Union as both look to increase business
with Havana. Asked if US President Barack Obama
would follow suit and make his own visit, White
House spokesman Josh Earnest said he “wouldn’t
rule it out” over the course of the next year.
Since announcing in December that the United
States and Cuba would move to renew ties, Obama
has used executive authority to relax parts of the
embargo, including restrictions on travel and on
sending money to the island. He has urged
Congress to lift the full embargo, in place since

1962, but, with both houses controlled by his
Republican opponents, he faces an uphill political
battle. Cuba says what it calls “the blockade” has
cost it more than $100 billion.
Call for ‘opening’
Hollande also urged Cuba to open up its economy, saying there was vast interest in doing business with the island. “Of course, we would like to
see your rules relaxed and for our companies to be
able to manage their resources more freely,” he told
a business forum. “That’s not out of self-interest, it’s
to foster increased investment.” Raul Castro has
presided over gradual economic and social reforms
since taking over in 2006 from Fidel, who led the
revolution that ousted dictator Fulgencio Batista
and eventually made Cuba a one-party communist
state.—AFP
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Many would-be migrants to EU die ‘unrecorded’

News
I n

AMSTERDAM: Almost all the migrants who
died seeking a better life in Europe over the
past quarter century vanished without
trace, according to research released by a
Dutch university yesterday. Authorities in
southern Europe found the bodies of just
3,188 would-be migrants between 1990
and 2013, yet about 1,800 people are
thought to have drowned in the
Mediterranean already so far this year. The
survey by VU University Amsterdam was
the first in which researchers studied death
registries in southern European countries
to establish how many migrants had been
recorded as dying in transit.
The numbers come as the European

Union’s member states argue over how
refugees entering the 28-nation bloc
should be apportioned between countries.
Britain opposes a quota system. The dangers faced by those seeking refuge from
wars in the Middle East and North Africa
were highlighted last month when 900
people drowned in the Mediterranean after
their rickety boat sank on its journey from
Libya. The incident prompted calls for a
European Union rescue mission to be
strengthened after a similar Italian coastguard mission was suspended last year.
But Thomas Spijkerboer, a professor
who worked on the study, said the change
of heart underscored the need for more

data about the nature and scale of the dangers faced by migrants. “Policymakers in
Germany, the Netherlands and Britain said
this kind of large-scale mission encourages
people to cross and leads to more lives lost.
But after the big shipwreck in April they
changed their minds,” he said. “They are
now spending more money on something
which a few months ago they said would
cost lives. It’s irresponsible to make these
major policy decisions without asking
whether the factual assumptions are right.”
Researchers found migrant death numbers
had risen steadily between 1990 and 2000,
and remained at a high level ever since.
Anecdotal evidence of yet higher num-

bers since the 2011 Arab Spring appeared
to reflect increased media attention to the
phenomenon, Spijkerboer said. Only 40
percent of the bodies found since 1990
were identified, with migrants from further
afield in Afghanistan and sub-Saharan
Africa the least likely ever to be named.
Spijkerboer urged European governments
to set up a central repository of coroners’
photographs of identifying marks such as
tattoos to help the Red Cross and similar
organizations to identify the dead. While
the study focused on Europe’s southern
borders, he said there was also evidence of
migrants dying crossing the Black Sea to
Europe’s east.—Reuters

Organized
crime muscling
in on migrant
trafficking
PARIS: The profits are huge, the risks limited and the
demand virtually inexhaustible: trafficking illegal migrants
to Europe is increasingly becoming the domain of organized crime groups attracted by the multi-billion-dollar payoff, experts say. Transporting desperate migrants from conflict zones in Africa or the Middle East is a lucrative business that generates an estimated $7 billion (six billion
euros) a year, and mafia groups want a slice of the pie.
“Cross-border trafficking flows ... are more often connected to organized crime. Complex trafficking flows can
be more easily sustained by large and well-organized criminal groups,” said the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime in a recent report. With better connected and broader “big fish” networks taking over, even the journey itself
has changed, said Arezo Malakooti, who works for Parisbased Altai, a group that advises the International
Organization for Migration (IOM). “In 2013, the immigrants
told us that they took a journey in stages, and at each
stage they would change smugglers and pay a new price.
Sometimes they would stop at locations to work and make
money to be able to afford the next step,” said Malakooti.
“In 2014 we increasingly saw migrants paying for a journey from home to destination. It’s happening more and
more now.” She said she had talked to Palestinian migrants
who said the process was now akin to “going to a travel
agent and buying a package, organized from beginning to
end.” “So there is evidence to suggest that there are networks operating all the way, or at least some cooperation
between different networks.” There is also an interconnection between different networks, suggested by the fact
that some migrants passing through Libya end up working
as prostitutes in Europe, noted Joel Milman, IOM
spokesman.
‘Top package ... lifejacket’
One of the things attracting the big fish mafia bosses is
a richer clientele of middle-class Syrians escaping their
war-torn country-a more prosperous group than their
African counterparts. Last year, some 170,000 migrants
entered Italy via the Mediterranean, with each boat bringing in tens of thousands of euros for the smugglers.
Malakooti said there was an “aggressive” marketing campaign in place on social media with “options” and “packages” available depending on the price a migrant is willing
to pay. “For an increased price you can have a safer journey,
meaning a life jacket and you can sit on the upper deck of
the boat. If you’re on the lower deck and the boat capsizes,
you’re going to be the first to drown.”
With the recent dismantling of some criminal networks
and the arrest of some of the major players, authorities are
building up an idea of the profile of people involved. Italian
authorities are now searching for an Egyptian “superboss”,
identified through phone taps. And in lawless Libya, people traffickers, smugglers and militias are joining forces to
create a whole industry. There are “detention centers” set
up by militias there to enable the smugglers to come in
and advertise their “services”, said Malakooti. Mohammed
Abdelsalam Al-Kuwiri, in charge of combating illegal
migration for the Tripoli-based government set up by the
Fajr Libya militia alliance, said the traffickers in the country
are “part of a wider worldwide network” with “strong connections in Italy and other European countries.”
“Most of them are Libyans but some of them are not,
they have Arab nationalities,” he said. So far this year, some
1,750 migrants have perished in the hazardous journey to
Europe, according to the IOM, a 30-fold increase over the
same period in 2014. And when there are people so desperate to risk the journey, there will be organized criminal
groups willing to take advantage of them, said Malakooti.
“As long as there is a demand for irregular migration then
there will be people who are going to try to exploit that. “As
long as the migrants don’t have the option of legal migration, there will be a demand for these services.”— AFP

LA homelessness
rises 12 percent
LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles County’s homeless population
has grown by 12 percent during the past two years amid a
sluggish economic recovery that has left the poorest residents of the second-largest US metropolitan area falling
farther behind, a study released on Monday found. The
Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority’s report cited
stagnant or falling wages among the lowest-income earners, a local jobless rate that remains above state and
national averages, and a worsening lack of affordable
housing.
“The economy has improved, but not for the persons at
greatest risk of homelessness,” said Peter Lynn, the authority’s executive director. According to the agency’s latest
biennial count, an estimated 44,300 people are living on
the streets, in cars, in abandoned buildings or in shelters
and government-funded “transitional housing” on any given night in Los Angeles County. That tally, based on a census conducted in January, is up 12 percent, or nearly 5,000
people, across Los Angeles County, compared with numbers reported from the previous survey in 2013.
The same percentage increase was recorded within the
city of Los Angeles proper, home to a notorious downtown Skid Row district that ranks among the greatest concentrations of homeless in the United States. The city
alone accounted for more than a third of the county’s
total. The number of families with children included in the
overall count also rose 12 percent from 2013. As in past
years, many of the homeless suffered from substance
abuse, mental illness or physical disabilities. The number
who were victims of domestic violence increased substantially since 2013, along with the number considered
chronically homeless.—Reuters
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Saudi Arabia beheads
80th person this year
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday carried out its 80th
beheading of the year, edging closer to the 87 executions it
carried out during all of 2014, according to AFP tallies. The
interior ministry said a Saudi citizen, Rabie Al-Sai’ari, had
been convicted of trying to smuggle hashish into the kingdom. He was executed in Najran, a district on the border
with Yemen, a ministry statement carried by the official
Saudi Press Agency said. The ministry has cited deterrence
as a reason for its use of the death penalty despite criticism
from human rights watchdogs. Amnesty International
ranked Saudi Arabia among the world’s top three executioners of 2014. On a visit to Riyadh this month, French
President Francois Hollande said that capital punishment
“should be banned”, and his country is campaigning
around the world for its abolition. Drug trafficking, rape,
murder, apostasy and armed robbery are all punishable by
death under Saudi Arabia’s strict version of Islamic sharia
law.

Thailand court jails
Mentally ill woman
BANGKOK: A Thai court yesterday jailed a mentally ill
65-year-old woman for one year for allegedly defaming
the monarchy by insulting a portrait of the nation’s
revered king. Thitinan Kaewjantranont, a so-called Red
Shirt supporter of the toppled former government, was
accused of “inappropriate action against a portrait of
the king” at the Constitutional Court in northern
Bangkok on July 13, 2012, with no further details given.
Initially Thitinan was given a suspended sentence for
the 2012 offence as she was deemed to suffer from
mental health problems, but the Court of Appeals
rolled back the one-year suspended sentence Tuesday
after prosecutors appealed. “The defendant’s behavior
was so evil... her actions should not be imitated by others, so the Court of Appeals lifted her one year jail term
suspension,” a judge said, reading the ruling.
Recognizing she suffers from mental health issues, the
court said she is ordered to see doctors every six
months, without giving details of her condition.

Cambodia welcomes
statue of Hindu god
KUERNYNAG: Nyandieng holds her 2-year-old malnourished daughter as she is measured by a member of a UN
relief agency worker and registered in Kuernynag in Jonglei State, which borders Upper Nile State and Unity State,
as new Internally Displaced People (IDP) arrive. —AFP

‘Girls raped, boys abducted
as South Sudan battle rages
Over 100,000 forced to flee their homes
JUBA: Gunmen in South Sudan have
raped girls, seized boys to become
soldiers and torched towns in some of
the heaviest fighting seen in the 17month-long civil war, the United
Nations said yesterday. Over 300,000
civilians have been left without “lifesaving aid” in the northern battleground state of Unity, after the UN
and aid agencies pulled out due to a
surge in fighting, with over 100,000
forced to flee their homes.
The UN peacekeeping mission said
it was “increasingly concerned” about
reports from Guit and Koch counties
in Unity state of “towns and villages
being burned, killings, abductions of
males as young as 10 years of age,
rape and abduction of girls and
women, and the forced displacement
of civilians.” The violence is some of
the worst in months, as government
forces push south from the state capital Bentiu into an opposition zone
around the town of Leer, home to
some of the country’s once lucrative
oil fields.
The International Committee of the
Red Cross has also withdrawn staff

from Leer and warned that escalating
fighting between forces loyal to
President Salva Kiir and rebel leader
Riek Machar was forcing thousands of
civilians to flee for their lives yet again.
Unity state governor Joseph Monytuil
told reporters late Monday that government troops aimed to take Leer
from opposition forces within days.
“Our forces... are now pursuing them
to where they came from,” said
Monytuil. Doctors Without Borders
(MSF) said Saturday it was forced to
evacuate its foreign staff from Leer
and halt all medical services amid
fears the rebel-held town was about
to come under “imminent attack” from
government forces.
‘Man-made crisis’
Leer, the birthplace of Machar, was
ransacked by government forces in
January 2014. Gunmen looted the
MSF hospital and burned some of the
buildings. MSF has since rebuilt the
hospital, the only referral facility in
opposition areas. South Sudan’s civil
war began in December 2013 and has
been characterized by ethnically-dri-

ven massacres, rape and attacks on
civilians and medical facilities. Peace
talks in neighboring Ethiopia have so
far failed to reach any lasting agreement, or even an effective ceasefire.
The violence, which has escalated into
an ethnic conflict involving multiple
armed groups, has killed tens of thousands of people in the world’s
youngest nation, which gained independence from Sudan in 2011.
It has also left over half of the
country’s 12 million people in need of
aid, with 2.5 million people facing
severe food insecurity, according to
the UN. The European Union late
Monday condemned the fighting, saying that “South Sudan’s man-made crisis has caused one of the worst
humanitarian disasters of recent
years.” EU aid chief Christos Stylianides
said there “can be no military solution
to this conflict” and that responsibility
for striking a peace deal rests on the
shoulders of the leaders. “If they fail to
make the necessary effort for peace,
they will inevitably be held responsible also for the consequences,” he said
in a statement.— AFP

PHNOM PENH: Cambodia welcomed home a 1,000-yearold stone statue of a Hindu god that was looted from a
temple during the country’s civil war and spent the past
three decades at an American museum. The 10th century
sculpture of Hanuman, a Hindu monkey god, was formally
handed over yesterday at a ceremony in Phnom Penh
attended by government officials and the director of the
Cleveland Museum of Art, which acquired the sculpture in
1982. “If Hanuman were alive, we would see a smile on his
face showing his joy at being here among us where he
belongs,” Deputy Prime Minister Sok An said at the ceremony in the Office of the Council of Ministers. The statue was
stolen from the Prasat Chen Temple in the Koh Ker temple
complex in Siem Reap province, which is also home to the
famed Angkor Wat temples, said Sok An, adding that it was
shipped to Europe and then the US. “Now, after his long
journey, he is finally back home,” said Sok An, who praised
the museum’s initiative in returning the statue and called
on others “to follow the example of returning plundered
treasures to their rightful owners.”

Noul in Japan after
hitting Philippines
TOKYO: Typhoon Noul crashed into the southern
Japanese island chain of Okinawa yesterday, after
killing two people in the Philippines, bringing surging
waves and howling winds as it headed towards the
mainland. Heavy rain and gale-force gusts were lashing
a wide swathe of the archipelago, television footage
showed, as pedestrians struggled with their umbrellas
and scurried for shelter. The storm, which was later
downgraded to a depression, left at least six people
injured and 13 houses damaged in Tokunoshima island,
northeast of Okinawa, a local official said. Some crops
were damaged and a number of buildings affected by
the wind. The Japan Meteorological Agency said Noul,
the first typhoon of the season to hit Japan, was working its way northeast towards the main island of
Honshu. Forecasters warned of gusts up to 180 kilometers per hour and said there was a danger of high
waves, thunderstorms, flood and gales in much of the
country.

Pakistani defector ‘key’
in Bin Laden operation
ISLAMABAD: Two former senior
Pakistani military officials said yesterday
that a defector from Pakistani intelligence assisted the US in its hunt for
Osama bin Laden but denied the two
countries had officially worked together. The officials’ accounts come after the
publication of a controversial new
report by US journalist Seymour Hersh
in which he claims to have uncovered a
secret deal between Washington and
Islamabad that resulted in the killing of
the terror chief in 2011.
The White House has flatly rejected
Hersh’s claims that Pakistan was told in
advance about the May 2 Special Forces
raid in the garrison town of
Abbottabad, 110 kilometers north of
the capital. The operation sparked alle-

gations Pakistani authorities had colluded with Al-Qaeda, a claim denied by
Islamabad. A source-who was a serving
senior military official at the time of the
raid-told AFP on Tuesday that the
defector was a “resourceful and energetic” mid-ranking intelligence officer
whose efforts were critical to the operation’s success.
Hersh’s report quoted a senior US
source as saying a “walk-in” approached
the then-Islamabad station chief for the
American Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) in 2010 promising to lead them to
bin Laden, who according to the journalist had been imprisoned by Pakistani
authorities at the Abbottabad compound since 2006. However, the
Pakistani military source told AFP the

ABBOTTABAD: In this file photograph, a crashed military helicopter is seen
near the hideout of Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden after a ground operation by US Special Forces in Abbottabad. — AFP

defector had no knowledge his target
was bin Laden but was instead given a
task that would help verify the terror
chief’s identity. The source declined to
elaborate on what that task was, but a
Pakistani investigation found that the
CIA had run a fake vaccination program
with the help of physician Shakeel Afridi
who obtained DNA samples.
‘Verification task’
On the defector’s role, the source
said: “This guy was inducted at a much
later stage only to carry out the ground
confirmation.” He added that the defector did not belong to the Inter Services
Intelligence (ISI), the country’s main spy
agency, but another branch, and was
now residing in the United States.
Another former official, ex-ISI chief
Hamid Gul, told AFP he was also aware
of the defector. “That is in my knowledge, that someone defected,” he said.
“There was too big a reward, he became
a mole and agent to put in practice their
plan.”
The US had placed a $25-million-dollar bounty on information leading to the
capture or killing of bin Laden-a sum
Washington has said it never paid
because no human informants were
used. According to Hersh’s report, the
US learned that Pakistani authorities
had bin Laden in their custody and were
hoping to use him as a shield against AlQaeda and Taleban attacks. Later, Hersh
reported, the US convinced Pakistan to
stage a fake raid to kill bin Laden, providing a boost for US President Barack
Obama-then in his first term-while also
allowing the Pakistanis to deny having
anything to do with the killing.— AFP

ACAPULCO: Mexican Federal Police stand next to the
corpse of a person murdered by hit men in Acapulco,
Guerrero State. — AFP

Three bodies found in
bags in Mexico City
MEXICO CITY: Around a dozen bags containing three
hacked-up bodies were found Monday scattered in two
freight trains in Mexico City, authorities said. The gruesome
discovery was made in the Azcapotzalco borough in the
north of the capital, which has been mostly spared by the
sort of gangland-style violence that has afflicted the rest of
the country. Hiram Almeida, the capital’s public security
chief, said the trains came from the Pacific ports of Lazaro
Cardena, Michoacan state, and Manzanillo, Colima state.
“We found around 12 bags in two trains,” Almeida told
Radio Formula. He said city officials are in contact with
Michoacan, Colima and federal authorities to investigate
how the bodies ended up on board. Michoacan is home to
the Knights Templar drug cartel, which has used Lazaro
Cardenas for its drug business, though the gang has been
weakened by the capture of its leaders in the past year.
Colima is considered a bastion of the Jalisco New
Generation drug cartel, a rising power in Mexico’s underworld that brought down a military helicopter on May 1.
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Modi heads to China as rivals seek common ground
NEW DELHI: India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will take his global
investment push to China this week, as
Asia’s rival superpowers look to put
aside a festering border dispute and
identify areas of economic cooperation.
Modi will fly out for his first visit as premier to China before heading to South
Korea where he will also seek help to
upgrade India’s creaking infrastructure.
After Modi hosted China’s President Xi
Jingping last year in his home state of
Gujarat, Xi will return the favor by giving him a tour of his ancestral home
province of Shaanxi before they head to
Beijing. Modi will also meet business
chiefs in the financial hub of Shanghai,
seeking to deliver on election promises
for foreign investment in India’s crumbling rail and other infrastructure.
“I firmly believe this visit to China
will strengthen the stability, development and prosperity of Asia,” Modi
wrote on Sina Weibo, China’s version of
Twitter, of the three - day visit that

begins Thursday. Despite a reputation
as a hardline nationalist, Modi moved
quickly to engage with Beijing after
winning power last May. His main focus
in his first year in office has been to
revive India’s stuttering economy,
courting other economic powerhouses
such as the United States, Japan and
Germany. Ties between China and India
have long been strained over the border dispute and Beijing’s recent push to
forge closer ties with countries in India’s
backyard has caused some alarm in
New Delhi.
Border ‘tranquility’
But in a sign of Modi’s pragmatic
approach towards Beijing, he has
appeared relaxed about China’s ambitions, saying it has a “right” to seek
greater influence. During Xi’s visit to
India last September-the first visit by a
Chinese president in eight years-the
two men spoke of their desire to place
cooperation above competition and

ensure “tranquility” along their border.
The two countries fought a brief but
bloody border war in 1962 over the
northeastern Indian state of Arunachal
Pradesh, areas of which Beijing claims as
South Tibet.
However, in an interview with Time
magazine last week, Modi said the two
countries have shown “great maturity” in
recent decades over the border issue
and were committed to “economic cooperation”. For his part, Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang said the “boundary question is a
problem left over from history”, albeit a
“difficult” one for the two countries.
Phunchok Stobdan, a China expert at
Delhi’s Institute of Defense Studies and
Analysis, said mutual “mistrust”
remained below the surface but Modi
knows there is little point in being confrontational.
Pragmatism prevails
“China is our immediate neighbor so
there are compelling reasons for India to

be mellow with Beijing,” Stobdan said.
“It’s a very pragmatic thing to understand and recognize China’s strength
rather than try and compete with them.
Cooperation with China is the need of
the hour as far as India is concerned.” Li
told India Today magazine that China
stands ready to “deepen our strategic
and cooperative partnership” as well as
economic ties that include two Chinese
industrial parks in India. “Cooperation
between China and India is a huge treasure house waiting to be discovered,” the
premier said.
Analysts said Modi would be seeking
greater access to China’s markets for its
vast pharmaceuticals industr y, and
progress on funding for Indian infrastructure projects. “There will clearly be a
focus on trade and on infrastructure,
such as the development of high speed
rail,” Shi Yinhong, professor of international relations at Beijing’s Renmin
University said. China is India’s biggest
trading partner with two-way commerce

totaling $71 billion in 2014. But India’s
trade deficit with China has soared from
just $1 billion in 2001-02 to more than
$38 billion last year, Indian figures show.
Trade will also be the main focus of
Modi’s two-day visit to South Korea
which begins on Monday after a
stopover in Mongolia. As well as talks
with President Park Geun-Hye, Modi is
also expected to meet business leaders.
Oh Hwa-Suk of the Seoul-based India
Economy Research Institute said Korean
firms such as Samsung, Hyundai and LG
have become major players since India
opened its doors to foreign investors
two decades ago and others were hoping to reap similar benefits. “South
Korea has made far less investment in
India than other Asian rivals like China
or Japan despite the country ’s vast
growth potential,” he said. “And India,
given its rocky relations with the
regional rival China, is more likely to be
keen on attracting investment from
South Korea.”—AFP

Bay of Bengal exodus:
Where are the boats?
BANGKOK: In recent days nearly 2,000
boat people from Myanmar and
Bangladesh have been rescued or swum to
shore in Malaysia and Indonesia. The wave
of arrivals is believed to be caused by
smugglers dumping their human cargo as
Thailand moves to stem the trade after discovering dozens of migrant remains in
secret jungle camps earlier this month. The
UN refugee agency believes an estimated
25,000 Rohingya and Bangladeshis have
taken to boats in the first three months of
this year-double the number over the same
period in 2014. The following is a regional
summary of the current “boat people” crisis:
Malaysia
Malaysian police say people-smugglers
have dumped at least 1,018 migrants in
shallow waters off the coast of the resort
island of Langkawi since Sunday. “We know
that there are more boats out there that
want to come in,” Langkawi police chief
Haritth Kam Abdullah told AFP on Monday,
citing police intelligence. Some migrants
swam to shore after harrowing month-long
journeys at sea, packed in with hundreds of
other people without adequate food or
water.
Indonesia
On Sunday Indonesian authorities intercepted a boat off the coast of northwestern Aceh province rescuing more than 600
migrants, many of whom were desperately
weak. A second vessel carrying about 400
migrants was spotted the following day by
Indonesian navy vessels. The boat was
damaged but afloat and its captain had
fled. Unlike the earlier boat, these migrants
did not land in Aceh. Indonesia’s navy confirmed yesterday it had provided the boat
with fuel and then towed it out of their
waters, declining to say if it was heading to

Malaysia, its suspected destination.
Thailand
Thailand’s national police spokesman
Prawut Thavornsiri said yesterday that aviation police were using helicopters to
scour the Andaman Sea for migrant boats
while marine police were patrolling the
shore. He added that no new migrant
boats had been detected at the common
entry points of Ranong and Satun coastal
provinces since the recent police crackdown. However Chris Lewa from The
Arakan Project, a respected Rohingya
rights group that monitors boat crossings
said she believes there is “a boat in distress
in Thai waters” near Langkawi, citing contacts in the trade. “We think there are
around 450 people on board,” she said,
adding there may be a further two boats
carrying migrants under control of brokers
near Langkawi. Since May 1 some 250
migrants from Bangladesh and Myanmar
have been found in the southern Thai
province of Songkhla, bordering Malaysia,
seemingly abandoned by traffickers who
are on the run from police.
Bay of Bengal
Coastal towns along Bangladesh’s Cox’s
Bazaar district and Myanmar’s Rakhine
State are the start point for most migrant
journeys. Small vessels carry migrants out
to larger “cargo” boats moored in international waters, which head towards South
East Asia when full. Arakan Project’s Chris
Lewa said her contacts had told her that
five cargo vessels left in early May headed
east. “These boats usually carry between
250-800 people. So there could be at least
another 1,000 on their way,” she said. Two
remain moored in the Bay of Bengal but are
not thought to be taking on any more people at the moment, she added.—AFP

For rent: 52-room villas in
the Beverly Hills of Kabul
KABUL: The houses are painted in gaudy carnival colors, with multi-tier chandeliers, ornately
gilded porticos and giant eagle rooftop sculptures, in a neighborhood touted as the Beverly
Hills of Kabul. These multi-million-dollar
dwellings derided as “poppy palaces” over suspicions they were built on illicit cash from
Afghanistan’s opium boom appear garishly out
of place in a city scarred by decades of war. But
if wedding-cake mansions don’t make you
cringe and having notorious ex-warlords as
neighbors doesn’t inspire dread, the wealthy
enclave of Sherpur could be your home-for a
monthly rental of $25,000-60,000.
The villas, which emerged during
Afghanistan’s construction boom after the 2001
US-led invasion, were valued at nearly twice as
much two years ago due to soaring demand for
luxury accommodation from hordes of foreign
contractors, aid agencies and security companies. But the steady departure of foreigners-as
NATO’s 13-year war in Afghanistan winds downand fears of impending doom sparked by an
ascendant Taliban insurgency have sent rental
values plummeting, with “available for rent”
signs becoming a familiar sight in Sherpur. “The
market is close to zero,” Kabul estate agent
Abdul Latif said ruefully, prayer beads wrapped
around his wrist, as he showed AFP around an
empty 52-room property overlooking a rosefestooned garden.
The oyster-colored, marble-and-granite
dwelling behind high walls topped with rolls of

concertina wire has been on the market for
nearly six months. The owner threw in a sweetener, offering to build a blast-proof safe room to
protect against any insurgent attack, Latif said.
But the demand for such properties has hit rock
bottom. “People with big money are leaving
Kabul,” Latif said, his voice bouncing off the
walls of the empty villa.
‘Lion’s loot’
The rows of vacant mansions in Sherpur, also
home to some former warlords, symbolize the
hobbled state of Afghanistan’s economy,
propped up for years with hundreds of billions
of dollars of foreign aid. With the inexorable
exodus of aid and investment, the war-battered
nation is in the throes of what local observers
describe as a transition from “a dollar economy
to an Afghani economy”. For many Afghans,
concerns over rampant unemployment driven
by a tanking war economy, after more than a
decade of double-digit growth, outstrip fears
over deteriorating security. As the country
struggles to wean itself off its heavy dependence on foreign assistance, cynics liken
Afghanistan to a coma patient surviving on a
glucose drip for years. The artificial nourishment
is suddenly stopped, the joke goes, and the
patient is expected to get up and start running.
But Sherpur’s kitsch mansions, viewed widely as
symbols of megalomaniacal excess, also highlight another woefully pervasive problem: corruption. —AFP

KABUL: Photo shows a general view of houses in the Sherpur neighborhood of
Kabul. — AFP

SYLHET: The body of Bangladeshi blogger and author Ananta Bijoy Das lies wrapped in a white sheet at a hospital in Sylhet, Bangladesh yesterday. —AP

Masked gang hacks
blogger to death
Third secular blogger hacked to death in Bangladesh
DHAKA: A masked gang wielding machetes
hacked a secular blogger to death yesterday in
northeastern Bangladesh in the third such deadly attack by suspected Islamists since February.
Police said Ananta Bijoy Das was murdered in
broad daylight as he headed to work at a local
bank in the city of Sylhet, an attack that fellow
writers said highlighted a culture of impunity.
Kamrul Hasan, commissioner of Sylhet police,
said a group of around four masked men had
attacked Das with machetes at around 8.30am
on a busy street in Bangladesh’s fifth largest city.
“They chased him down the street and first
attacked his head with their machetes and then
attacked him all over his body,” Hasan said.
After the attackers fled into the crowds, Das
was rushed to hospital but declared dead on
arrival, police and medics said. Police commissioner Hasan would not comment on the motive
for the attack but fellow writers said Das had
been on a hit-list drawn up by militants who
were behind the recent killing of blogger Avijit
Roy. Imran Sarker, head of a Bangladeshi bloggers’ association, confirmed to AFP that Das was
an atheist who regularly blogged for MuktoMona. The website used to be moderated by
Roy, a Bangladeshi-born US citizen who was
hacked to death in the capital Dhaka in
February.

‘Culture of impunity’
“We condemn this heinous killing. It once
again confirms our fear that there is a culture of
impunity in Bangladesh. Anyone can now get
away with killing a progressive free thinker,” Sarker
said. Police chief Hasan said they were investigating an announcement by an unknown group that
Al Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) was
behind the killing. AQIS has already claimed
responsibility for the deadly attack on Roy on
February 26 in which his wife was badly injured.
An Islamist has been arrested over his murder. A
group called Ansar Al-Islam said on Twitter that
AQIS was responsible for Das’s murder and
warned of more to come. Debasish Debu, a friend
of Das, said the 33-year-old banker was an editor
of a quarterly magazine called Jukti (Logic) and
headed the Sylhet-based Science and Rationalist
Council. “In recent months he received threats
from Islamist extremists for his writings. He was on
their hit-list,” Debu said from Sylhet. “He was
hacked on the head repeatedly, the same way Roy
was attacked by the assailants,” Debu added.
According to the Mukto-Mona site, Das won the
publication’s annual Rationalist Award in 2006 for
his “deep and courageous interest in spreading
secular and humanist ideals and messages”.
While most of Das’s output for Mukto-Mona
focused on science and evolution, he wrote a
number of blogs that criticized some aspects of

Islam and also of Hinduism. He also wrote a poem
eulogizing the famed Bangladeshi secular writer
Taslima Nasreen, who fled to Europe in 1994 after
protests by Islamists and now lives in India. In
comments on Facebook posted early yesterday,
Das slammed the local member of parliament
from the ruling Awami League party for criticizing
one of the country’s top secular and science fiction writers. The murder came less than two
months after 27-year-old atheist blogger
Washiqur Rahman was hacked to death in Dhaka
in March. Two madrassa students have been
arrested over that attack.
Bangladesh is an officially secular country but
more than 90 percent of its 160 million population
are Muslims. The country has seen a rise in attacks
by religious extremists in recent years. Supporters
of Bangladesh’s largest Islamist party, which is
banned from standing in elections, have been
accused of being behind a spate of firebombings
since the beginning of the year aimed at toppling
the government. Since 2013, at least five bloggers
have been attacked by Islamists after another
hardline group, Hefazat-e-Islam, publicly sought
the execution of atheists who organized mass
protests against the rise of political Islam. Hefazat,
led by Islamic seminary teachers, also staged a
massive counter protest against the bloggers in
May 2013 that unleashed violence, leaving nearly
50 people dead.—AFP

Teen guilty of insulting Christians, ex-leader Lee
SINGAPORE: Singapore teen blogger
Amos Yee was yesterday found guilty
of insulting Christians in a video
monologue, and of distributing an
obscene image of the country’s
founding father Lee Kuan Yew with
former British leader Margaret
Thatcher. The 16-year-old Yee faced
three years in jail but instead will be
put on probation. He was released on
a bail of 10,000 Singapore dollars
($7,400) and probation officers will
now interview him and his parents to
determine what kind of probation he
would receive. The result would be
announced June 2.
In her verdict, District Judge
Jasvender Kaur rejected Yee’s defense
that he did not intend to insult
Christians. She also noted she was
concerned by the effect on teenagers
that the image of the faces of the two
leaders superimposed on the drawing of two figures engaged in sexual
activity would have. “The question I
had to ask myself was: would any
right-thinking parent or teacher
approve of their children or students

seeing it at home or in the school
library? The answer is no... ( They
would register their) strongest disapproval,” she said.
Yee was thrust into the spotlight
after posting the video blog laced
with expletives as the country was
mourning the passing away of Lee on
March 23. In the eight-minute clip
that he posted on YouTube, Yee said
Lee and Jesus Christ were “both power-hungry and malicious,” among
other derogatory comments mostly
targeting Lee. Such open criticism is
rarely tolerated in Singapore, where
deference is a cultural norm and selfcensorship is endorsed. Kaur also said
prosecutors had proved beyond reasonable doubt that Yee had intended
to denigrate both Lee and Jesus
Christ.
She added that the lack of reactions to his comments stemmed from
the fact that they were “not made by
someone who is learned or who
exerts special influence,” but instead
by a person who “plainly has a lot of
growing up to do.” As part of the

guilty verdict, Yee will have to take
down the two posts. Yee’s parents
said they will discuss with lawyers
whether to appeal.
According to court documents
shown to The Associated Press, Yee
told police that he was raised
Catholic but turned atheist by mid2013. Arrested and charged in March,
he was bailed out by a stranger, then

defied one of his bail conditions refraining from posting any public
material online - and jailed again.
When he re-entered custody on April
30, Yee was slapped in the face by a
stranger outside court. The 49-yearold man, who was charged with
assault, pleaded guilty yesterday, and
will spend three weeks in prison. He
faced up to two years in jail.— AP

SINGAPORE: Amos Yee, 16, waves to the media as he leaves the state
court in Singapore yesterday.—AFP
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Young Iranians dive into Gulf waters in Chabahar city in southern Iran on May 11, 2015. — AFP

Call for quotas for women as Qatar holds rare vote
DOHA: Qataris will have a rare chance to vote today as
they choose candidates to sit on the country’s only directly elected body, with calls growing to ensure more women
are selected. Only one woman was elected onto the 29seat municipal council at the last vote and out of 118 candidates this time, only five are female, one fewer than the
number who stood in the first such election 16 years ago.
Although the electorate of more than 23,000 people is
split almost equally between men and women, the gender
imbalance between the candidates is striking. “It would be
very disappointing if again only one female candidate
won this time,” said one of the hopefuls, Amal Issa AlMohannadi.
today’s vote is only the fifth time there have been
direct elections in Qatar, with elections to the council taking place every four years, beginning in 1999. Election
fever is hardly sweeping the country, but in the streets of

the capital Doha the candidates’ posters are hung on hundreds of lampposts, alongside promises to improve services in their respective constituencies. Wearing a niqab covering her face, Mohannadi added: “I am running for the
second time despite all the challenges.”
‘Need Quota for Women’
Mohannadi, a computer engineer who is studying for a
PhD in public administration, said she is motivated this
time because at the last vote she outpolled more than seven male rivals, but lost out to an eighth. “I came second,”
she said. “If it were not for a tribal meeting in which they
decided to vote for the male candidate, I would have been
the winner. Without a quota for women, the challenge is
huge.” Qatar, she added, is “a conservative society still
inclined to vote in favour of the candidate son of the tribe
and believes a male candidate is best able to deliver a

voice, no matter if he is efficient or not”.
Fatma Yusuf Al-Ghazal, a retired school principal who is
running for election for a second time, said the problem
was not in getting women to stand, but the traditional
way of voting along certain allegiances. “There are no
political barriers to run for the election,” she said. “On the
contrary, the country encourages women to practice their
political right, but the problem is in the tribalism and voting for the family. We need a law amendment to allow a
quota for women,” she said.
When the elections were first established, the Qatari
authorities also set up a committee to look at ways to
encourage women to vote and stand for election. One
woman who has broken new political ground in that time
is Sheikha Jufairi, the only female candidate elected last
time round who first won a seat on the council in 2003.
She has managed to hold onto it ever since, but plays

down the role of gender. “It’s not a matter of male or
female, it depends on one’s efficiency and continuous contact with people,” she said. “I keep contacting people to
encourage them to go to the polls and vote, it’s a national
duty.”
Voting may be a “national duty” to Jufairi but poor
turnout - last time it was a little over 43 percent - suggest
other Qataris do not share her view. Voting is limited to
Qataris aged 18 and over, even though locals make up just
over 10 percent of the population (around 280,000 people). There have been some calls to increase turnout by
extending the franchise, though Mohannadi says the vote
should be kept to Qataris. One reform that could increase
voter participation is to give the council powers as it plays
only an advisory role, making recommendations but having no legislative authority. “The Municipal Council needs
more executive powers,” said Ghazal. — AFP

Dashti under fire over FM’s ‘sectarian’...
Continued from Page 1
Dashti however insisted yesterday that he will go
ahead with the grilling, which he believes is necessary,
categorically denying any external influence on him to
file the grilling. The lawmaker claimed that Cabinet ministers inside and outside the country have called a number of MPs and asked them to criticize the grilling and
label it as sectarian. He warned that he could grill those
ministers too if they do not stop.
Dashti said that those who are against the grilling
should wait until it is debated in the National Assembly,
and then speak about it. He said he will not be terrorized to withdraw the grilling, which he claimed is neutral and unbiased, adding those opposed to it cannot
refute the points made in it.
MP Saud Al-Huraiji said the grilling represents a view
totally contradictory to the country’s foreign policy and
violates the provisions of the constitution. He also
described the grilling as sectarian and accused Dashti of
trying to utilize it for political and election gains.
Islamist MP Abdulrahman Al-Jeeran praised Kuwait’s
foreign policy and strongly criticized Dashti’s grilling,

charging that he wants to make selfish gains at the cost
of the country’s interests. The grilling has been placed
on the agenda of the May 19 session.
In another development, Finance Minister Anas AlSaleh defended the government-sponsored payroll
scheme for government employees, assuring MPs that it
will not reduce any salaries and will lead to raising the
wages of around 50 percent of civil servants. The minister ’s statements came after meeting with the
Assembly’s manpower resources committee, which has
been discussing the controversial system that has been
criticized by several MPs.
Head of the committee MP Khalil Abul said the panel
discussed the main framework of the scheme and also
the amendment of the civil service law to allow the
implementation of the scheme. Abul said the government promised that the basic and total salaries of
employees will not be touched, and that the annual
raise in salaries will be linked to the rate of inflation. But
Abul said he was not very sure whether the scheme will
be approved before the Assembly goes into summer
recess after five weeks or if the issue will be delayed
until the next term starting end of October.

DOHA: A billboard bearing the portrait of Qatari Sheikha Yussef Al-Jufairi, one of the women candidates running for Municipal Council elections, is seen in a street in the heart of the capital on May 11, 2015. -— AFP
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Issues

New face, same
problems for EU
foreign policy
By Paul Taylor

E

urope’s chequered attempt to build a common foreign and security policy has a new face, Italy’s
Federica Mogherini, but the European Union is
stuck with the same old problems despite her bright
start. In her first six months as EU foreign policy chief, the
41-year-old former Italian foreign minister has tried to
harness Europe’s soft power and diplomacy more effectively and initiated a review of the bloc’s outdated security strategy and of its flawed “neighbourhood policy”.
She has taken a higher public profile than her mediashy predecessor, Britain’s Catherine Ashton, and is using
her role as vice-president of the European Commission,
which Ashton shunned, to coordinate the EU’s trade, aid
and state-building resources to maximise its toolkit. “If
we put together the numbers of the EU and the member
states, then we are the first heavyweight. It’s just that we
don’t realise the power we have in our hands, and we
don’t use it,” Mogherini said at a recent session on the
EU’s changing security environment. “Just using all our
potential in terms of institutions and money would be a
game changer. Outside Europe, people are looking at us
with a certain disbelief and saying: ‘You are a big trade
and economic power, and what are you doing with
that?’”
Her fundamental challenge is that when push comes
to shove, Europe’s main powers take matters into their
own hands rather than pooling their interests, diplomacy
or armed forces under an EU hat, despite their treaty
commitments to do so. For France, Germany and Britain,
bilateral political and economic relationships with the
world’s major powers - the United States, Russia, China
and Japan - are too important and sensitive to outsource
to Brussels. While they benefit from negotiating trade
deals as a 28-nation bloc, they also compete with each
other for markets and influence. That makes them reluctant to be drawn into thrashing out differing national
interests with EU colleagues and working to identify a
common European interest. Mogherini wants to change
that. “It’s right that we need to talk about our differences,”
she said.
But some long-time insiders reckon that efforts to
integrate European foreign policy have gone backwards
in the last five years, even as national foreign and
defence budgets were cut. “The financial crisis has resulted in the renationalisation of a lot of European policies.
Foreign policy is one,” said Stefan Lehne, a former senior
EU and Austrian diplomat now at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace. “The notion that foreign policy can be a driver of European integration is not
very plausible. I don’t think the trust is there. If things get
really tough, it will be national decisions by a few big
countries or coalitions of the willing,” said Lehne, who
was an EU troubleshooter in the Balkans.
Mogherini acknowledges that reality and is more
pragmatic than EU purists about the ways in which
Europe engages in crisis management and diplomacy. In
Ukraine, it is German Chancellor Angela Merkel, with
French President Francois Hollande, who has mediated
between Moscow and Kiev, not Mogherini or European
Council President Donald Tusk. The EU plays a supporting role in designing and building a consensus for sanctions against Russia over its annexation of Crimea and
the destabilising of eastern Ukraine. It is also trying to
use its competition rules and energy policy to counter
the power of dominant Russian gas supplier Gazprom.
Mogherini and her predecessors have led negotiations with Iran on its nuclear program, along with three
EU nations - Britain, France and Germany - at the table
alongside the United States, Russia and China. But in the
decisive phase, Washington and Tehran forged the key
compromises in secret bilateral talks. As tens of thousands of people flee Middle East and African wars and
risk their lives trying to cross the Mediterranean, Italy has
mostly been left to rescue them from drowning with
scant support from EU partners wary of a migratory pull
factor.
Since a war-weary United States under President
Barack Obama stepped back from military intervention
in the Middle East, Europe has not filled the vacuum.
Most EU member states, except France, Britain and
Poland, have severely cut military spending. Public support for foreign operations has evaporated due in part to
the perceived Western failures to stabilise Afghanistan,
Iraq and Libya. France intervened militarily alone to stop
Islamists taking over Mali and prevent the Central African
Republic from descending into sectarian slaughter. It
turned to the EU only afterwards for help with peace
keeping and security training.—Reuters
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Germany turns on its top gunmaker
By Noah Barkin

I

n the lush forests of southern Germany sits a fenced-in
compound of drab white buildings that house a company
under siege. Heckler and Koch is one of the most successful
gun makers in the world. Its HK416 assault rifle is said to have
been used to kill Osama bin Laden and the G36 is standard
issue for militaries across the globe. In years past, the company profited from Germany’s aggressive export policies. In
2008, Chancellor Angela Merkel’s government approved a
controversial but lucrative licensing deal for HK that allows
Saudi Arabia to produce the G36 itself.
But lately, the mood in Berlin has shifted. And HK’s most
important client has become its fiercest critic. Last year, Berlin
reversed course on arms exports following a storm of media
criticism. Tighter restrictions ground HK’s Middle East business
to a halt, hammering revenues. Even worse, for a company
that prides itself on engineering it likens to “fine watchmaking”, the government is now questioning the quality of its signature product. The G36, Berlin says, does not shoot straight
in hot weather or when it heats up through constant firing.
“This weapon, the way it is now constructed, has no future in
the German armed forces,” Defence Minister Ursula von der
Leyen declared last month.
HK, a private company with 700 employees, has always
avoided the spotlight. Now it is front-page news and in a fight
for survival, its reputation damaged and its business practices
and finances under scrutiny. Last week it invited a small group
of reporters to its headquarters in Oberndorf south of
Stuttgart. The message was clear: There is nothing wrong with
the G36, a gun HK began delivering to the Bundeswehr nearly

two decades ago and has sold to over 30 other countries.
“We are convinced that there is some sort of campaign
against us,” said Andreas Heeschen, a 54-year-old German
investor who bought the firm from British Aerospace - now
BAE Systems - in 2002 and recently relocated from London to
Oberndorf to take a more active management role. HK is vowing to fight back. Executives said it is considering legal action
against the government for what it sees as politically motivated slander. The conflict is more than a battle between a
defence firm and a disgruntled client. It also reflects
Germany’s struggle to define its role in a world of heightened
security risks.
Seventy years after the end of World War Two, Germany is
still reluctant to send its troops to crisis zones. Yet until recently it encouraged companies like Heckler and Koch to ship
arms around the world. Berlin is now tacitly acknowledging
the hypocrisy of this stance. But reversing course is proving
messy - for the government and the gun maker.
Hidden in Haystacks
Heckler and Koch traces its roots back to 1811, when
Friedrich I of Wuerttemberg ordered an armaments factory
built in Oberndorf. Sixty years later, two brothers - Paul and
Wilhelm Mauser - who worked in the armoury set up shop for
themselves. The company thrived. At its peak in World War
Two, it produced 70,000 rifles a month for the Nazis with the
help of thousands of forced labourers. After the German
defeat, French troops swooped in to dismantle Mauser’s
machines and put them on trains for Alsace. One night, three
Mauser engineers - Edmund Heckler, Theodor Koch and Alex
Seidel - crept into the railyard, unloaded a set of machines and

hid them under haystacks on the hill above Oberndorf.
In 1955, when a ban on German arms-making was lifted,
those machines were dusted off and began producing guns
under the name Heckler and Koch. By the end of the 1950s,
the company was supplying the Bundeswehr with the G3,
now the second most widely used assault rifle of all time after
the Russian Kalashnikov. The G36 followed in 1997. Since then,
HK has delivered nearly 180,000 to the German armed forces.
The first suggestions that the gun might be faulty date
back to April 2010, when 32 Bundeswehr paratroopers were
ambushed by Taleban fighters in northern Afghanistan. Three
German soldiers were killed in a nine-hour firefight. The G36
was said to have overheated, forcing the Germans to retreat.
For years no action was taken. Then defence minister von der
Leyen commissioned a new study of the weapon. It was completed last month and the results were damning. “In demanding battle situations, precise engagement of the enemy is not
reliable,” the confidential report, seen by Reuters, reads.
In Oberndorf, the report was greeted with fury and
incredulity. Why, Heckler and Koch asks, does Germany suddenly have a problem with a weapon its military has used for nearly
20 years? Why haven’t other G36 countries complained? And
why are politicians rather than troops who use the rifle criticising it? “It looks to me like von der Leyen has jumped at the
chance to send a tough message to a company that cannot
fight back because it’s relatively small and has an image problem,” said Thomas Wiegold, a Berlin journalist who blogs on
defence issues. A German officer with experience in
Afghanistan, who spoke to Reuters on condition of anonymity,
said: “Any weapon gets hot if you shoot it long enough. The G36
is not a machine gun and it’s not made to be one.”—Reuters

Saudi Arabia mostly untouched despite war
By Aya Batrawy

K

hatim Umm Salem’s quiet, secure life betrays no signs of the
war taking place just a few miles away. In the mornings, the
elderly woman sits in front of a fan outside her tiny shop in
the old market of Najran. In the evenings, she listens to the Holy
Quran on the radio. She sleeps with the door unlocked, since all
her neighbors know her. When asked about the war, she shrugs
and says a prayer. As a widow, she receives free healthcare and the
little she needs, 1,000 Saudi riyals or $267, from the government
each month. “Sometimes I make a profit, sometimes I don’t,” says
the Saudi villager, who does not know how old she is.
Saudi Arabia, an oil-rich nation with about 20 million citizens, is
now leading an offensive against the Shiite Houthi rebels in
neighboring Yemen, who are supported by its arch-rival Iran. Yet if
not for the huge propaganda posters and the state media, you
would never know this was a country at war, in much the same
way that life in the United States sometimes seemed distant from
the conflict in Iraq.
From the ancient city of Najran to the gleaming, SUV-ridden
capital of Riyadh, much of the kingdom continues on its prosperous way, as reflected in AP interviews with more than two dozen
people. One reason is that many citizens are already living comfortably with government help, and the new monarch, King
Salman, ordered an extra month’s salary for civil servants. And for
those in the pockets of poverty overshadowed by Riyadh’s gated
wealth, the war is largely the royal family’s business.
In Riyadh itself, there is a vague sense of pride, of a nation finally coming into its own. The war comes at a pivotal time for Saudi
Arabia: King Salman ascended to the throne in January, and he
has all but appointed his son as his successor. As this generational
change takes root, the country wants to project a strong image of
itself as the backbone of Arab solidarity by leading Arab countries
against the Houthis. It also wants to be in the line of defense of
Sunnis against Iran, which has supported Shiite militias in Iraq and
the government of Bashar Al-Assad in Syria. “There’s support for
the war because it came after much indignity from Iran,” according
to writer and analyst Abdulmajeed Al-Buluwi. He said the Yemen
offensive was seen as “revenge for dignity and honor.”
New Stage
The offensive shows how far this country has come since the
first Gulf War of 1990, when the US military defended its borders.
Saudi Arabia has now acquired tens of billions of dollars in military
equipment. It has also emerged from the Arab Spring unscathed,
unlike former powerhouse Egypt, and is now propping up Cairo’s
ailing economy with aid. In return, Egypt is a key partner against
the Houthis. “Saudi Arabia is in a new stage where it is more outspoken and more aggressive,” Buluwi said.
The tacit acceptance of the war also has to do with how it is
portrayed. In a capital that is deeply religious, the country’s top
ultraconservative clerics have passed a fatwa, or edict, declaring
the Yemen offensive a religious duty. The kingdom’s powerful

business class has rushed to express support, at least on paper.
The Saudi Binladin Group, for example, took out a full-page newspaper ad that included images of F-16 fighter jets and the flag
alongside King Salman saluting the armed forces. Solb Steel’s ad
spelled the name of King Salman with rockets and a fighter jet,
and Saudi Steel pledged “to protect each and every inch of our
country, even with the last drop of our blood”.
In a country with strong ties between business and politics,
the support is useful for both. The governor of Riyadh issued a
written notice, seen by AP, urging businesses to erect billboards
praising the royal family and offering contacts of a local engineer
to help with the “celebration” of the new monarch.
For King Salman, the war offers political opportunity. He promoted his son - the nearly 30-year-old defense minister who led
the offensive - to the position of deputy crown prince, putting a
renewed focus on security. He has also put his nephew, the country’s interior minister and counterterrorism czar, first in line to the
throne. The fighting in the background has not stopped the celebrations, but has if anything been woven into the image of Saudi
Arabia in a new era under a new ruler. The day after the
announcements, companies and public figures ran 22 full pages
of congratulatory ads in the daily Al-Riyadh newspaper, and similarly in other government publications. And in a lavish ceremony
this week, the city’s main buildings and palm trees were lit up

green, the color of the flag.
The government is also using the war in Yemen as a way to
reach out to its young, Internet-savvy population. The majority of
Saudi Arabia is under 30 years old, and can easily turn from state
TV programming to a privately-owned Saudi station that beams
out US shows like “So You Think You Can Dance” and “Keeping up
with the Kardashians”. Aware of the Internet’s ability to surpass the
reach of traditional state-owned press, the Saudi government has
swung open its doors to journalists on the Yemen border. The
government took both local and foreign press to see Saudi troops,
and the military held a rare nightly briefing, broadcast live, where
journalists could ask questions.
Fear
However, the apparent openness masks another reason for
support of the war: Fear. Even in the Eastern Province, a Shiite
stronghold, few have called for protests against the war in Yemen.
During similar protests in 2011, the government arrested dozens
of people and sentenced a top Shiite cleric to death. “There are
people who are afraid to give their opinion because of the fear
that anyone whose opinion is not like that of the government’s
can be seen as being against the nation,” said human rights
activist and writer Ali Al-Hattab. “There is no independent body to
research and say whether people are behind the war or not.”—AP

In this photo taken on April 25, 2015, Saudi youths stand by their motorbikes in a street in Riyadh. — AP
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Muto opts for Mainz

Force to sign reserve driver

Pedrosa returns to action

TOKYO: Japan striker Yoshinori Muto will sign for German club Mainz after
opting against joining Premier League champions Chelsea because of concerns over a lack of playing opportunities, Kyodo News reported yesterday.
The 22-year-old was also wary about qualifying for a work permit to
play in England, Kyodo quoted an unnamed official at
Muto’s current club FC Tokyo as saying.
Muto scored 13 goals for Tokyo last season and only
graduated from Keio University in March after completing an economics degree. Mainz are currently
12th in the Bundesliga and have enjoyed success with
Japanese strikers. Shinji Okazaki is their top scorer this
term. Chelsea, who announced their ‘largest ever commercial deal’ with Japanese tyre firm, Yokohama
Rubber Company earlier this year had bid
around 700 million yen ($5.84 million) for
Muto in March, Kyodo said. Muto, who has
notched eight goals in 11 league games
this term, is with the national team on a
two-day training camp. He was expected
to reveal his transfer plans tomorrow,
Kyodo said.—Reuters

LONDON: Force India expect to sign a reserve driver now that
Formula One has kicked off its European season, according to
deputy principal Bob Fernley.
“We are looking. And sometime in the European bit now
we will sign someone,” the Briton told Reuters before a twoday test at Barcelona’s Circuit de Catalunya that started on
Tuesday. Mercedes-powered Force India, who failed to score
points in Sunday’s Spanish Grand Prix and have had cash-flow
problems, will have French teenager Esteban Ocon in their car
on Wednesday. They had planned to test Pascal Wehrlein, who
is also the Mercedes F1 reserve, yesterday but he was unwell
and Britain’s Nick Yelloly, who has been doing simulator work
with the team, took his place instead. Ocon, the 18-year-old
European F3 champion, is competing in GP3 with Mercedes
support and was also recently appointed test and reserve
driver for the Mercedes AMG team in the German Touring Car
(DTM) series.
Fernley said the team would have been able to find a
reserve easily enough if they had needed an emergency
replacement for Mexican Sergio Perez or Germany’s Nico
Hulkenberg but the role was more than just that.—Reuters

FRANCE: Honda MotoGP rider Dani Pedrosa will be back in action at the French
Grand Prix this weekend after missing three of the season’s first four races due to
arm surgery.
“My recovery has gone well, I think I was right to be patient and take it slowly, and
to respect the time frames that I needed,” the Spaniard said in a blog for team sponsor Repsol on Tuesday.
“Now, finally, I can tell you that I will be in Le Mans this weekend.” Pedrosa, 29, had been replaced by Japanese stand-in
Hiroshi Aoyama in the US, Argentine and Spanish rounds as
team mate to double world champion Marc Marquez.
The rider, who had surgery on April 3, had been predicted a recovery time of four to six weeks and said he was
keen to get back. He has suffered from a problem common
among motorcycle racers when pressure builds up in the
forearm and causes intense pain, making riding a bike difficult when the muscle becomes too big for the ‘sack’ that
it sits in.
Pedrosa has not won a MotoGP race since the Czech
Grand Prix last August and was sixth in the season-opener in Qatar. —Reuters

Orioles triumph over Blue Jays
BALTIMORE: Manny Machado and Chris
Davis hit first-inning homers, and Ubaldo
Jimenez had a season-high nine strikeouts
over seven sharp innings as the Orioles celebrated their return to Baltimore with a 5-2
victory over the Toronto Blue Jays on Monday
night.
Adam Jones also homered for the Orioles,
who had lost five of six to fall into last place in
the AL East. Because of rioting and violence
in the city, the Orioles last played in front of
their home fans on April 26. Enjoying the
comfort of familiar surroundings and fueled
by a spirited crowd of 20,468, Baltimore took
a quick 3-0 lead and cruised to the finish
behind Jimenez (3-2).
In their previous game at Camden Yards,
the Orioles won on April 29 behind closed
doors, a decision made for fan safety.
Although the atmosphere in the city remains
tense, the fans appeared delighted to turn
their attention toward baseball.
Wearing “Baltimore” on their home white
jerseys instead of the customary “Orioles,” the
home team provided many a feel-good
moment. Zach Britton got three outs for his
seventh save. Marco Estrada (1-2) took the
loss.
YANKEES 11, RAYS 5
CC Sabathia won for the first time in more
than a year as Alex Rodriguez hit one of five
New York homers against Tampa Bay.
Sabathia (1-5) allowed four runs in seven
innings to stop a nine-start winless streak
since a victory over Boston on April 24, 2014.
The lefty missed most of last season with a
knee injury.
Rodriguez put the Yankees up 1-0 on his
eighth homer this season and 662nd overall,
a long drive to left field in the first.
A-Rod was hit on the arm by Erasmo
Ramirez’s pitch in the ninth and scored when
Mark Teixeira hit a two-run homer. Chase
Headley, Carlos Beltran and Brett Gardner
also homered for the Yankees, who have won
all four games this season at Tropicana Field
and are 6-1 overall against the Rays. Logan
Forsythe homered and drove in three runs for
the Rays.Headley and Gardner each had a
three-run shot off Alex Colome (2-1).
DODGERS 5, MARLINS 3
Scott Van Slyke hit a three-run homer in
the bottom of the ninth inning to give Los
Angeles a victory over Miami. Two innings
after throwing out a runner at home plate to
complete a double play, Van Slyke connected
off struggling closer Steve Cishek.
Christian Yelich gave the Marlins a 3-2 lead
in the top of the ninth with a two-run homer
off rookie Yimi Garcia before Cishek (1-3)
allowed a one-out walk to Yasmani Grandal
and a single by Andre Ethier.
Van Slyke handed Cishek his fourth blown
save in seven opportunities. JP Howell (2-1)
got the win after retiring former Dodger Dee
Gordon with the bases loaded.
Zack Greinke went seven innings for the
Dodgers, lowering his ERA to 1.52. He has not
lost in 15 starts since Aug. 9, 2014, against
Milwaukee. Marcell Ozuna also homered for
Miami.
RED SOX 5, ATHLETICS 4
Pablo Sandoval homered leading off the
11th inning for Boston in his return to the Bay

Area, where he won three championships
with the San Francisco Giants.
Sandoval just cleared the fence in right on
an 0-2 pitch from Angel Castro (0-1) for his
fourth homer of the year and second in two
days, helping the Red Sox win consecutive
games for the first time since April 20-21.
Matt Barnes (1-0) pitched two innings for the
win. Oakland lost its sixth straight and fell to
a major league-worst 0-6 in extra innings this
season. The A’s are 1-11 in one-run games.
They have their longest skid since dropping
nine in a row in 2012.
Sandoval received his latest World Series
ring from Giants manager Bruce Bochy on
Sunday night at the Red Sox team hotel.
PIRATES 4, PHILLIES 3
Gerrit Cole pitched seven effective innings
and Starling Marte hit a three-run homer as
Pittsburgh beat Philadelphia. Cole (5-1)
allowed two runs and six hits, shaking off his
first loss in 10 starts with another good outing. The right-hander had won four straight
before Wednesday ’s 3-0 home loss to
Cincinnati.
Making his first start at hitter-friendly
Citizens Bank Park, Cole improved 5-0 with a
2.36 ERA in his last seven road outings. The
Pirates have won four of five overall, and seven of eight against the Phillies dating to last
season.
Odubel Herrera hit his first major league
homer in the ninth off Mark Melancon, who
held on for his eighth save. Philadelphia (1122) has dropped 10 of 13. Jerome Williams (23) lasted five innings, giving up three runs
and four hits.
BREWERS 10, WHITE SOX 7
Elian Herrera and pinch-hitter Khris Davis
homered in the eighth inning to help
Milwaukee hold off Chicago. Herrera, filling in
at third base for injured Aramis Ramirez,
homered for the second straight night. His
two-run shot off reliever Zach Duke (1-2)
broke a 7-all tie.
The Brewers squandered a 6-0 lead. Adam
Eaton’s two-out RBI single off Jonathan
Broxton (1-0) tied the score at 7 in the eighth
inning.
Francisco Rodriguez earned his seventh
save. Carlos Gomez homered and tripled for
Milwaukee in his first game this season as the
cleanup hitter. White Sox starter Jeff
Samardzija was tagged for eight hits and seven runs - five earned - in six innings.
RANGERS 8, ROYALS 2
Adrian Beltre hit his 399th home run and
newcomer Thomas Field hit his first as the
Texas Rangers beat weary Kansas City. Prince
Fielder also homered for the Rangers to back
Colby Lewis (3-2), who beat the Royals for the
first time since 2003 by limiting them to one
run and three hits over seven innings.
The defending AL champions didn’t arrive
in Texas until about 5:45 a.m. Monday after
their 10-inning, rain-delayed victory at
Detroit that ended after midnight.
Danny Duffy (2-2), who traveled ahead of
his teammates, matched his career high with
six walks while pitching only 3 2-3 innings. He
gave up six runs and five hits.
Beltre homered for the second time in
two days. His two-run shot tied him with
Al Kaline and Andres Galarraga for 52nd

PHILADELPHIA: Pittsburgh Pirates starting pitcher Gerrit Cole throws against the
Philadelphia Phillies in the first inning of a baseball game. —AP

BALTIMORE: Toronto Blue Jays’ Ezequiel Carrera (left) doubles in front of Baltimore Orioles catcher Caleb Joseph in the fifth inning of a
baseball game. —AP

place on the career list.
CUBS 4, METS 3
Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo homered
on consecutive pitches in the first inning,
leading Jon Lester and Chicago over New
York.
Lester (3-2) allowed three runs in six
innings, and three relievers from Chicago’s
struggling bullpen closed it out. Hector
Rondon finished for his seventh save.
The Cubs opened the bleachers in left and
center for the first time this season at Wrigley
Field, and Bryant provided a stirring welcome
with a two-run shot for the prized rookie’s
first homer at the cozy neighborhood ballpark.
Rizzo followed with a drive to right against
Jacob deGrom (3-4), who was charged with
four runs in five innings. The outfield seating
had been closed to the public while work
continued on renovations for the aging facility. Lucas Duda and Wilmer Flores hit consecutive homers for New York.
BRAVES 2, REDS 1
Pinch-hitter Phil Gosselin singled off
Aroldis Chapman to open the ninth, stole a
base and scored on the closer’s wild pitch, rallying Atlanta past Cincinnati.
The Braves snapped a three-game losing
streak and sent Cincinnati’s best reliever to
his second loss in two days. Chapman (1-2)
also gave up a ninth-inning run during a 4-3
loss to the White Sox on Sunday - the first run
he had allowed all season.
Luis Avilan (1-0) retired all three batters in
the eighth. Jim Johnson got his second save.
Andrelton Simmons ended Mike Leake’s
scoreless streak at 19 innings when he led off
the fourth with a homer.
NATIONALS 11, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Denard Span and Ryan Zimmerman
homered in the first inning as Washington
rolled to its fifth victory in a row with a rout of
Arizona.
The Nationals scored 10 runs in the first
two innings, nine off starter Josh Collmenter
(3-4). Yunel Escobar had his second career
five-hit game, both in the past week.
Max Scherzer (3-3) shut out the
Diamondbacks before giving up a home run
to Jordan Pacheco in the sixth. The former
Arizona first-round draft pick allowed five hits
in seven innings. He struck out six and even
had two of the Nationals’ 15 hits.
Washington has scored a combined two
runs in Scherzer’s three losses, and 25 in his
three wins. Wilson Ramos hit a three-run double in a six-run second. After his torrid week,
Nationals slugger Bruce Harper was relatively
quiet, going 1 for 4 with an RBI single. —AP

MLB results/standings
Baltimore 5, Toronto 2; Pittsburgh 4, Philadelphia 3; Atlanta 2, Cincinnati 1; NY Yankees 11, Tampa Bay 5;
Milwaukee 10, Chicago White Sox 7; Chicago Cubs 4, NY Mets 3; Texas 8, Kansas City 2; Washington 11, Arizona 1;
Boston 5, Oakland 4 (11 Innings); La Dodgers 5, Miami 3.
American League
Eastern Division
W
L
NY Yankees
21
12
Tampa Bay
17
16
Toronto
16
17
Boston
15
17
Baltimore
14
16
Central Division
Kansas City
20
12
Detroit
19
13
Minnesota
18
14
Chicago White Sox
12
17
Cleveland
11
19
Western Division
Houston
20
12
LA Angels
15
17
Seattle
14
17
Texas
14
18
Oakland
12
22

PCT
.636
.515
.485
.469
.467

GB
4
5
5.5
5.5

.625
.594
.563
.414
.367

1
2
6.5
8

St. Louis
Chicago Cubs
Pittsburgh
Cincinnati
Milwaukee

.625
.469
.452
.438
.353

5
5.5
6
9

LA Dodgers
San Diego
San Francisco
Arizona
Colorado

NY Mets
Washington
Atlanta
Miami
Philadelphia

National League
Eastern Division
20
12
18
15
15
17
15
18
11
22
Central Division
22
9
16
15
16
16
15
17
12
21
Western Division
21
10
17
16
16
16
14
17
11
17

.625
.545
.469
.455
.333

2.5
5
5.5
9.5

.710
.516
.500
.469
.364

6
6.5
7.5
11

.677
.515
.500
.452
.393

5
5.5
7
8.5

Canadiens confident
they can force Game 7
TAMPA: Hold the motivational ploys and
all the statistics that support the Tampa
Bay Lightning feeling good about its
chances of closing out the Montreal
Canadiens in the second round of the NHL
playoffs.
The resilient Canadiens have won two
straight to trim a 3-0 deficit to 3-2 in the
best-of-7 series. And the suddenly reeling
Lightning said it was time to match the
opposition’s desperation and finish the job.
Game 6 is late on Tuesday at Amalie Arena,
where Tampa Bay compiled the league’s
best home record during the regular season. Game 7, if necessary, would be played
in Montreal tomorrow.
“We just have to have the belief that if
we play the way we know we can that
we’re going to win,” Lightning captain
Steven Stamkos said after practice on
Monday.
“Just don’t play scared,” Stamkos added.
“Don’t be afraid to lose.” The Canadiens
have won five of their past six games when
facing elimination, and reject the notion
that there’s more pressure on them to even
the series than Tampa Bay to end it and
avoid having to get back on a plane and
play Game 7 on the road. The Lightning

will play without right wing Ryan Callahan,
who underwent an emergency appendectomy late Monday. His return to the ice was
undermined, the team said.
“For sure, they’ve got more pressure.
We’ve been there,” Montreal coach Michel
Therrien said, noting his team built a 3-0
lead over Ottawa in the first round, then
dropped Games 4 and 5 before finishing
off the Senators in six games.
“You get a three-game lead, and you’ve
got pressure to close. The more it goes, the
more they feel that pressure,” Therrien
added. “The fourth one is the toughest one
because you’re meeting a team that is really desperate.” The Canadiens are trying to
become the fifth team in NHL history to
overcome a 3-0 deficit to win a postseason
series. “We feel good about playing these
type of games,” Therrien said. “You look at
our record the last two years when we’ve
had our backs against the wall. It’s almost
like it’s where we per form the best.
(Tuesday) for us won’t be any different.”
The Lightning have shown an ability to
overcome adversity, too. They trailed
Detroit 3-2 in the opening round, won
Game 6 on the road, and returned home to
beat the Red Wings in Game 7. —AP
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NASCAR’s All-Star race has been a letdown
CONCORD: The lore of NASCAR’s annual
All-Star race has been building since
1987, when Dale Earnhardt’s “pass in the
grass” gave him the victory.
That exciting third installment of the
All-Star race was followed by plenty of
stellar finishes - Rusty Wallace’s 1989 victory over a spinning Darrell Waltrip in a
race dubbed “The Tide Slide,” or Davey
Allison’s 1992 door-to-door battle with
Kyle Petty that sent Allison to the hospital after he took the checkered flag on
“One Hot Night.”
But the reality is those kinds of finishes don’t happen very often anymore. In
fact, the All-Star race has been a bit of a
dud for almost 10 years now. There’s
been a handful of highlights, mainly
involving Kyle Busch, and mostly for the
off-track drama created by on-track incidents.
Busch and big brother Kurt wrecked
each other in 2007 racing for position,
and it triggered a feud that still isn’t
completely healed. They went six
months without speaking, finally breaking the ice when their grandmother

requested a peace agreement for
Thanksgiving dinner.
In 2010, Kyle Busch tried to pass
teammate Denny Hamlin for the lead
when Hamlin threw a block that sent
Busch into the wall. A livid Busch
radioed his team he was “going to kill”
Hamlin after the race.
“I had this race won! It was won!” he
screamed. Aside from that kind of drama, only the most rabid fans can
remember many of the ho-hum finishes
of the last decade. Jimmie Johnson has
won four of the last 12, Kurt Busch and
Kevin Harvick both have victories in that
same stretch, and all three should be
among the most dominant drivers in
Saturday night’s running at Charlotte
Motor Speedway. So what’s the problem
with the All-Star race?
For starters, there’s nothing really “allstar” about the event. This year’s running
is a 110-lap affair with probably 20 drivers competing - a little less than half the
regular, 43-car field running what’s in
essence just a shortened version of any
other race on a mile-and-a-half track.

Put more money on the line. Dangle
a prize out there that might actually
entice a driver. Charlotte Motor
Speedway President Marcus Smith firmly believes the $1 million to the winner the highest payout in any NASCAR
event - is still a meaningful payday. But
as he was surrounded last week by the
money in neatly wrapped bundles,
Smith admitted he’d double the prize to
$2 million if NASCAR ran the race with
no rules for car setups.
Smith’s idea of not using a rule package is actually a strong draw for the
competitors and fans. It would put
some ingenuity and creativity into car
design and setup, and for one race
legalize any attempts to, ahem, cheat
and get outside of NASCAR’s current
box. When Smith ran the idea past Chad
Knaus, the six-time championship winning crew chief suggested keeping the
decision secret until 48 hours before the
track opened. Giving them too much
notice would give too much creative
time.
Scrap the Showdown, the race where

Sure, the event is divided into segments and concludes with a 10-lap
sprint to the finish for the $1 million
prize. Only problem? Time and time
again the current rules package has
shown that, barring a late caution or
fluke finish, the driver that wins the
restart will win the race. Clean air means
everything in NASCAR, and 10 laps just
aren’t enough for a driver to chase
down the leader.
Oh, and that part about laying it all
out on the line for the chance to win the
big prize? Well, $1 million doesn’t mean
the same to today’s crop of drivers as it
did when the race debuted in 1985.
Drivers aren’t racing anymore to buy
groceries or tires or to pay the travel to
the next week’s race.
A lack of true rivalries in the sport
leaves little incentive for a driver to take
many risks for a $1 million prize, a payout the team owner is taking at least 40
percent from. Nobody wants to tear up
equipment or wreck someone in a
meaningless race. Some suggestions to
improve the race:

drivers can transfer into the main event.
Turn it into heat races, which have
proved to be wildly popular among fans
when used in the Truck Series at Eldora
Speedway.
Drop the pole-sitter to the rear of the
field. If that driver comes back to win,
the payout increases to $5 million. Move
the track around to different venues.
There would be far more contact if the
race was run on a short track or road
course, but passing is difficult on the
intermediate tracks, and contact is at a
minimum when there’s nothing significant on the line.
Open the gates to the public, no
admission charged. It’s risky for the promoter, but they could ban coolers this
one race and try to recoup some of the
losses at the concession stands. A full
track would give the event an energy it
currently lacks.
If nothing else works, dangle some
sort of postseason incentive to the winner. An automatic bid into the Chase is a
stretch, but bonus points might not be a
bad idea.—AP

Strauss says ‘trust issue’
reason for Pietersen exile
LONDON: England director of cricket
Andrew Strauss said yesterday that Kevin
Pietersen was “not part of our plans for the
summer”, saying there was a “massive trust
issue” between the England and Wales
Cricket Board and the controversial batsman.
Strauss stopped short of saying there
was no way back into the international setup for fellow former England captain
Pietersen, adding: “He is not banned from
the side but I can give him no guarantees
for the future.”
Pietersen, 34, England’s leading all-time
run-scorer across all formats, was sent into
international exile last year following the
team’s 5-0 Ashes thrashing in Australia.
But the South Africa-born batsman was
given hope of an international recall when
new ECB chairman Colin Graves said there
could be a way back if he scored enough
runs in county cricket.
Yet just hours after he made his maiden
first-class triple century for Surrey on
Monday, Pietersen was told there was no
prospect of him being selected by England
in the immediate future-and in practice
that may mean the end of Pietersen’s
England career.
As England captain, Strauss infamously
had his own issues of “trust” with Pietersen

in 2012 when the star batsman sent
“provocative” texts critical of his skipper to
opposition South Africa players.
Strauss, in his first press conference
since being appointed to the director role
after the ECB sacked former managing
director Paul Downton, told Sky Sports: “No
one is doubting his (Pietersen’s) ability.
“His record stacks up and he should be
proud of that,” added Strauss, with
Pietersen’s tally of 23 Test hundreds just shy
of the England record of 26 held by current
captain Alastair Cook.
“But over months and years the trust
has eroded between him and the ECB and
there is a massive trust issue between
Kevin and me,” said Strauss who, while
working as a television pundit last year,
embarrassingly let slip exactly what he
thought of Pietersen with an obscenity
picked up on a stray broadcast mic. “I wish
that wasn’t the case. I’m not apportioning
blame-it’s just a fact.”
“That is the reality-and because of that,
we’ve decided it is not in the best shortterm interests of the side for him to be in it,”
explained Strauss, with Pietersen having
published an autobiography last year
which was severely critical of many
England team-mates and former coach
Andy Flower.—AFP

Stevens looking to turn
the tables in Preakness
BALTIMORE: Gary Stevens came within a
length of his fourth Kentucky Derby win
when Firing Line finished second to
American Pharoah. Not bad for a 52-yearold rider with an artificial knee.
The Hall of Famer will try to even the
score Saturday in the Preakness at Pimlico
Race Course when the Derby runner-up
again faces the Bob Baffert-trained duo of
American Pharoah and third-place Derby
finisher Dortmund. “As we get older, we’re
not going to get too many chances, so
hopefully look, if he’s 80 years old or 79,
he’s still bringing it. But it’s tougher as we
go along,” Baffert said of the rider who won
a Derby for him in 1998 aboard Silver
Charm. “He brings a lot of experience into
this race.”
Stevens is considered a brilliant tactician, perhaps the best among active jockeys. His latest Derby ride was a textbook
case in point. Stevens maneuvered Firing
Line through early traffic in a bulky 18horse field to fashion an ideal trip behind
the pacesetting Dortmund.
It was a two-horse race in the final sixteenth-of-a-mile with American Pharoah
prevailing, preventing a 9-1 upset by
Stevens and Firing Line.
“I know Gary really well, and so I had a
feeling the race was going to set up like
that,” Baffert said. “He was so focused. I was
watching him all week. That horse was
training well, and Gary’s out there helping
him train, so Gary’s on a mission too, like I
am.”
Stevens could add another big win to
his remarkable career - and improbable
comeback - with a fourth Preakness win.
Knees have always been Stevens’ weakness. They forced him to the sideline in

1999. He returned the following year only
to retire - seemingly for good - in 2005.
Out of the saddle, he stayed active as a
television analyst, had a few acting roles as
a follow up to his appearance in the movie
“Seabiscuit,” and briefly trained horses.
But the lure of competition drove him to
return in 2013. He amazingly picked up
where he left off, winning the Preakness
that year with Oxbow and the Breeders’
Cup Classic aboard Mucho Macho Man.
Those victories could not erase the pain
of arthritis. Stevens underwent right knee
replacement in July of last year. Once again
on the comeback trail, Stevens now rides a
feisty colt who relishes a good fight.
“He was training like a bear all week
long,” Stevens said of countdown to the
Derby. “As the race approached closer, he
was very, very relaxed, but his energy level,
he kept getting tougher and tougher and
tougher in the mornings.
“So I knew I was sitting on a horse that
was on go, leading into the Derby.” Firing
Line did gain a measure of revenge, finally
finishing ahead of Dortmund after two narrow losses in Derby preps in California.
Now it’s Round 2 against the Baffert duo.
“Hopefully we can turn the tables on
American Pharaoh, the same as we did
Dortmund,” Stevens said. “But believe me, I
have plenty of respect for all three horses.
They are very, very good and exceptional
colts.” The edge could be the rider.
“He’s a really good guy, and I think for all
these top end races, I don’t think you can
have anyone better than Gary on your
horse,” Simon Callaghan, Firing Line’s trainer, said. “So in the race, we’ll pretty much
leave it to him, and whatever he decides to
do is good with us.”—AP

LOUISVILLE: In this photo taken Saturday, May 2, 2015, jockey Gary Stevens (10) and
Firing Line, lead eventual winner American Pharoah, ridden by Victor Espinoza (left)
during the 141st running of the Kentucky Derby. —AP

INDIANAPOLIS: JR Hildebrand prepares to drive during practice for the Indianapolis 500 auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. —AP

Karam leads way in
1st Indy 500 practice
INDIANAPOLIS: Ryan Hunter-Reay is more than
ready for a change of scenery. He wants to
move from road courses and set his eyes set on
the first oval race of the season at Indianapolis
Motor Speedway - the Indianapolis 500. “I’m so
ready to be done with the road course right
now,” the defending Indy 500 winner said. “I’m
very excited to be back on an oval.”
Inclement weather shortened the first day of
Indianapolis 500 practice on Monday, less than
48 hours after teams and track workers made
the conversion from the road course to the 2.5mile oval.
Sage Karam led the way in practice with a
fast lap of 225.802 mph. Scott Dixon was second
at 225.293, followed by Brazil’s Tony Kanaan
(225.217), Marco Andretti (225.184), and JR
Hildebrand (224.760).
Drivers downplayed how tough it is to make
such a quick turnaround from Saturday’s Grand
Prix of Indianapolis road-course race to begin
preparation for the Indy 500 on an oval track.
“I don’t even think about it,” Juan Pablo
Montoya said. “Just get in the car and drive it,
see what it does. Make it better, go through the
program. That’s all you can do.”

There’s a little more that goes into it, though.
Team crews make car alterations from roadcourse to oval racing. But nothing a crew can’t
handle, according to Team Penske owner Roger
Penske.
“This is their business, they know how to do
it without any problem,” he said. “The biggest
thing is changing the sponsors on the car. That’s
probably tougher, putting new sponsors on all
the cars.”
A year ago teams were more pressed for time
to be ready for practice the day following the
inaugural GP. This year, race organizers altered
the schedule for May, giving drivers Sunday off.
Still, drivers know the tough task handed to
their crew between races, but track workers
wasted no time starting the track conversion in
time for Monday’s practice.
The transformation from the road-course to
the oval began when the checkered flag fell at
the conclusion of Saturday’s race, Indianapolis
Motor Speedway President Doug Boles said.
Almost immediately teams begin moving
their pit boxes and equipment. Shortly after,
track workers began removing sponsorship
decals from walls around the track before they

ran into an unexpected hurdle. “We’ve never
decaled the front stretch before,” Boles said.
“They had to use a heat gun to make sure that it
stayed on and as they pulled it off some of the
glue residue stayed on the walls so our walls
were gray and white.”
On Sunday, he said, a paint crew was called
in to help repaint nearly two miles of the track
wall. “That’s a lot of wall that we had to paint,”
he said. “That was something that came up that
we didn’t expect.”
Scattered rain showers slowed the process,
too, for the painters and two crews - a 100-ton
and 70-ton crane - moving nearly 2 million
pounds of concrete barriers. It’s a slow process.
“They carry it across the track about six inches of the ground,” Boles aid. “And you can’t let it
bounce or it starts digging (into the track). It’s
sort of a graceful move.”
Australia’s Will Power, who won the Grand
Prix, and teammate Helio Castroneves, a threetime Indianapolis 500 winner, each took just
one lap in Monday’s practice. “We were just
making sure the conditions were right,” Power
said. “With the weather and we were just saving
tires.” —AP

Lavillenie withdraws from Diamond League
DOHA: Pole vault world record-holder Renaud
Lavillenie withdrew from the season-opening
Diamond League meet in Doha on Tuesday after
injuring his right shoulder while running in a 4x100meter race for his club in France.
Lavillenie hurt his shoulder when he fell at the
finish line running the anchor leg at the national
club championships in Lyon on Sunday, Diamond
League organizers said in a statement.
Lavillenie’s manager, Rene Auguin, said the
Olympic and European champion was out for 10
days and couldn’t compete in Doha on Friday. There
was no serious damage to Lavillenie’s shoulder,
Auguin said, but the injury comes at the start of an
important season for the Frenchman, who is aiming
to win his first title at the world championships in
Beijing in August.
“ Thankfully he had not suffered any severe
injury,” Auguin said in the statement. Lavillenie was
the IAAF athlete of the year and the Diamond
League’s top pole-vaulter for the fifth straight season in 2014. He said last month that he wanted to
break the Doha meet record of 5.82 meters to kickstart his season. A gold medal at the world championships is the only major title missing from his collection. “I was feeling fit and ready for the first real
challenge of the season,” Lavillenie said. Auguin
said in a text message that Lavillenie should be
ready for his next scheduled Diamond League
meet, the Prefontaine Classic in Eugene, Oregon,
on May 30. —AP

ZURICH: In this Saturday, Aug. 16, 2014 file photo, Franceís Renaud Lavillenie celebrates
winning the gold medal in the men’s pole vault final during the European Athletics
Championships. —AP

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

S P ORTS

Players thrilling win thrusts
Fowler into conversation
LOS ANGELES: Rickie Fowler’s stunning victory at the $10 million Players Championship
was unquestionably the perfect riposte to
any criticism of his perceived inability to close
out tournament wins. Much more significantly, through, his thrilling playoff win after four
extra holes at the TPC Sawgrass thrust his
name back into the conversation about the
players most likely to dominate the game at
the highest level over the next decade.
Fowler has been bracketed with Rory
McIlroy, Jordan Spieth and Jason Day as golf’s
most exciting ‘young guns’ but doubts had
surfaced after he started this year with a solitary career win on the PGA Tour despite several close calls along the way.
An anonymous player poll conducted by
Sports Illustrated revealed last week that the
young American and England’s Ian Poulter
were the two most overrated golfers on the
U.S. circuit.
Regardless of the survey’s merits, Fowler
used the results as strong motivation as he
stormed to the top of the Players
Championship leaderboard with an eaglebirdie-birdie finish in regulation before sealing victory in the playoff.
“Given the fact that ... Rickie Fowler, by
some of his peers, anonymously was called
out as being overrated, I cannot remember a
more ‘in-your face’ victory in any other
endeavour, in any other sport,” said Golf
Channel analyst Brandel Chamblee.
After earning the winner’s cheque for $1.8
million at the unofficial “fifth major” by
adding a second PGA Tour title to his career
resume, Fowler readily admitted that the
player poll had given him timely motivation.
“I laughed at the poll, but if there was any
question, I think this right here answers anything you need to know,” the 26-year-old told

reporters.
“I was always looked at as only having one
win on tour, and I always felt that I needed to
put myself in position to win more often, and
I did that last year,” said Fowler, who claimed
his maiden PGA Tour win at the 2012 Wells
Fargo Championship.
“I wasn’t able to end up as the last guy
standing then but it feels good to be back in
that position, and I’m hoping to be back in
the same position more often.”
HARD WORK
Last year, Fowler became only the third
player after Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods to
finish in the top five at all four majors in the
same season, the result of hard work and
improved ball-striking in association with his
swing coach Butch Harmon.
“This ‘overrated’ thing that came out ... it
motivated him,” Harmon told Golf Channel.
“You’ve got to hand it to him. He just keeps
fighting. That’s what I love about this kid. He’s
got no quit in him.”
Fowler climbed to ninth in the world rankings following his victory at the TPC Sawgrass,
and Harmon expects his pupil to now work
even harder at his game as he strives for
greater consistency in golf’s big events and
many more tournament wins.
“You’ve got to put in more time and
you’ve got to work harder at it because everybody that’s trying to beat you is working that
hard,” Harmon said of Fowler who tied for second last year at both the US Open and British
Open. “He’s dedicated. The fact that he’d only
won one time (before last week) really bothered him because he knows how good he is.
The rest of the world knows how good he is
now, and now we have to keep validating
that and keep winning.”—Reuters

FOXBOROUGH: In this Jan. 18, 2015, file photo, New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady looks to pass during the first half of the NFL football AFC Championship game. The NFL suspended Brady for the first four games for his role in a scheme to deflate footballs used in the AFC title
game. —AP

NFL suspends Brady, hits
Patriots for ‘Deflategate’

FLORIDA: Rickie Fowler makes his winning putt on the 17 green in this file photo. —AP

Canada sweep Austria
to keep perfect record
PRAGUE: Canada kept a perfect record at the
ice hockey world championships as they
swept Austria in the last group game yesterday to face Belarus in tomorrow’s quarterfinals in Prague.
Dallas forward Jason Spezza and Colorado
forward Matt Duchene had two goals and
two assists each as Canada humiliated Austria
10-1 in Group A played in Prague, outshooting the minnows 46-15.
Tyson Barrie, Duchene, Taylor Hall and
Aaron Ekblad put Canada 4-0 ahead in the
first period and Spezza and Jordan Eberle
made it 6-0 by the second intermission.
Dominique Heinrich scored for Austria early in the final period, but Nathan MacKinnon,
Spezza, Brayden Schenn and Duchene rounded off the score. Canada have advanced to
the quarter-finals with seven wins from as
many games and an impressive goal difference of 35. “It is nice to finish first in the group
but it really doesn’t mean much,” Spezza said
after the game. “We’re here to win the gold
medal and we have to start with winning our
next game.”
Belarus earned a spot in the quarter-finals
after beating Norway 3-2 in a Group B game
yesterday. Alexei Kalyuzhny scored on a power play eight minutes into the game and
Dmitri Korobov and Andrei Kostitsyn made it
3-0 in the second period, also with power-

play goals. Patrick Thoresen scored for
Norway on 33 minutes and Mattias Norstebo
took Norway within a goal in the 46th minute,
but Belarus held on to the points they needed. “They’re a dangerous team... they have
lots of skill and some good offensive players,”
said Spezza.
Group B leaders the USA were on track to
humiliate Slovakia with goals by Ben Smith,
Seth Jones and Anders Lee that handed them
a 3-0 lead by the 21st minute. But Slovakia,
already out of contention for the quarterfinals, produced a spectacular comeback with
goals from Marian Gaborik, Adam Janosik,
Vladimir Dravecky and Milan Bartovic within
12 minutes of the second period. Charlie
Coyle levelled the score before the second
intermission and Jack Eichel then scored the
game winner in overtime.
In Prague, France beat Latvia 3-2 in a
penalty shootout, a result that sent Austria
into relegation side by side with Slovenia, the
last team in Group B.
Latvia took a 2-0 lead with two power play
goals in the first two periods, but France put
the score level five minutes from the end and
were luckier in the shootout.
The Czech Republic, Finland, Russia,
Sweden and Switzerland have also made it to
the quarter-finals. The schedule will depend
on games to be played late yesterday. —AFP

OSTRAVA: United States players celebrate their victory during the Hockey World
Championships Group B match between United States and Slovakia. —AP

NEW YORK: The National Football League came
down hard on the New England Patriots on
Monday for their role in Deflategate, suspending
star quarterback Tom Brady for the first four
games of next season and fining the franchise
$1 million.
The NFL also said the Patriots will forfeit their
first-round selection in the 2016 draft and a
fourth-round pick in 2017 for using under-inflated footballs in last season’s AFC Championship
game.
Brady’s agent and Patriots owner Robert Kraft
both sharply criticized the punishment, prolonging a turbulent season for the most-profitable
U.S. sports league, which has already had to deal
with scandals involving domestic violence and
child abuse.
“The discipline is ridiculous and has no legitimate basis,” said Brady’s agent Don Yee, adding
that the quarterback will appeal the suspension.
Ted Wells, an attorney hired by the NFL to
investigate the allegations, said in a 243-page
report that it was “more probable than not” that
Patriots personnel “were involved in a deliberate
effort” to circumvent rules by using deflated
footballs in the team’s 45-7 win over the
Indianapolis Colts in the AFC championship
game.
An underinflated football would likely give
Brady a better grip and allow him to throw
longer and with more accuracy, especially in the
chilly and wet conditions the Colts and Patriots
played in to determine who would go to the
Super Bowl.
The $1 million fine ties the largest ever for a
team in the NFL, equaling the amount the
league ordered San Francisco 49ers owner
Edward Debartolo, Jr. to pay in 1999 after he
pleaded guilty to a felony for his role in a
Louisiana gambling scandal.
In a statement, Kraft, considered one of the
league’s most-powerful owners and an ally of
Commissioner Roger Goodell, expressed his “disappointment in how this one-sided investigation was handled” and said Brady, who has led
the Patriots to four championships, “has our
unconditional support.” “Despite our conviction
that there was no tampering with footballs, it
was our intention to accept any discipline levied
by the league,” Kraft said in a statement.

“Today’s punishment, however, far exceeded
any reasonable expectation. It was based completely on circumstantial rather than hard or
conclusive evidence.”
Brady has a guaranteed base salary of $8 million for the 16-game 2015 NFL season. If the
four-game suspension with no pay is upheld,
Brady will miss games against Pittsburgh,
Buffalo, Jacksonville and Dallas. Ironically, his
first game back on Oct. 18 would be against the
Colts.
INTEGRITY
Vincent, the NFL’s vice president of football
operations who handed down the sanctions,
said he was influenced by the Patriots’ 2007
Spygate scandal and the lack of cooperation by
Brady and the Patriots. “We relied on the critical
importance of protecting the integrity of the
game and the thoroughness and independence
of the Wells report,” Goodell said in a statement.
While the fine is large by NFL standards, it
won’t dent the bottom line of a team that was
valued by Forbes at $2.6 billion in 2014.
“The $1 million is in many respects a slap on
the wrist, that’s lunch money during the football
season,” said Daniel Durbin, director of the
Institute of Sports, Media and Society at the
University of Southern California Annenberg
School for Communication and Journalism.
“The larger issue is taking away their quarterback for four games, that has some impact on
revenue because one of their star players is
gone.” Although there was no smoking gun, the
Wells report, which took nearly four months to
complete, found Brady and two members of the
Patriots’ equipment staff were all likely culpable.
“The footballs were intentionally deflated in
an effort to provide a competitive advantage to
Tom Brady after having been certified by the
game officials as being in compliance with the
playing rules,” Vincent said in a letter to the
Patriots concerning the punishment.
The team told Goodell last week that Patriots
employees John Jastremski and James McNally,
who were linked to the scandal, have been
indefinitely suspended without pay by the club,
the NFL said.
The punishment was a rare loss for Brady,
who has played 15 years in the NFL after coming

out of the University of Michigan as an unheralded sixth-round draft choice. He has won four
Super Bowls in six tries with the Patriots, and
was chosen the most valuable player in three of
the victories. He has denied playing any role in
deflating the footballs.
QUICK REACTION
Reaction to the sanctions was quick-and
mixed. “They had no definitive proof against
Tom Brady or #patriots,” tweeted real estate
mogul Donald Trump. “If Hillary doesn’t have to
produce Emails, why should Tom? Very unfair!”
Arizona Cardinals linebacker Sean
Weatherspoon tweeted: “I think the suspension
is warranted, they came down hard on the
organization though. #Deflategate”
Brady, 37, who is married to Brazilian fashion
model Gisele B¸ndchen, refused to turn over his
cell phone and other personal information for
the investigation, Wells said in the report.
“I think it’s absolutely right and proper if he’s
been complicit in some kind of wrongdoing,”
said Jamie Johnson, 34, a graduate student from
London at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of
Government outside Boston. “It doesn’t matter
who he is, what kind of player he is, or what he’s
accomplished.” Patriots head coach Bill Belichick,
who was not implicated in the deflated football
scandal, was fined $500,000 in 2007 for illegally
videotaping defensive signals from New York
Jets coaches in what was dubbed “Spygate.” The
Patriots were also fined $250,000 and forfeited a
first-round draft pick.
The “Deflategate” issue has been another
headache for Goodell, who came under fire last
year for his lenient stance on domestic abuse,
which caused him to re-vamp the league’s personal conduct policy and strengthen the penalties against players who commit such crimes.
While Goodell was being heavily criticized for
his light punishments on domestic violence,
Kraft was his staunchest defender, leading many
to speculate league would go easy on a star
player who is considered one of the greatest of
his generation. “It’s a good thing the @nfl suspended Tom Brady now everyone knows that
NOBODY is above the system #NFL #FairGame,”
tweeted Shawne Merriman, a retired former
three-time Pro Bowl linebacker.—Reuters

Walker fuelled by ‘injustice’
NEWPORT: Ian Walker believes his Abu Dhabi
team are on course for a victory in the Volvo
Ocean Race that would settle a sense of “injustice” from the last round-the-world epic.
The Walker-skippered Abu Dhabi Ocean
Racing have a six point lead over Frenchman
Charles Caudrelier’s Dongfeng Race Team
going into the final three legs of the nine
month battle.
Hiking up the pressure the Chinese-backed
vessel won the latest duel into Newport,
Rhode Island to narrow the lead. Walker, a
two-time Olympic silver medallist, is hoping
however that the disasters of 2011-2012 can
be avoided.
In that race, the Abu Dhabi boat broke a
mast during the opening leg and later suffered hull damage, which forced it to retire
from the crucial race from Auckland to Itajai,
in Brazil. The team eventually limped home
fifth.
But Walker denied he was seeking
“revenge.” “The word is too strong. I always
felt a sense of injustice in the previous race. I
knew we were sailing well. I knew we had a
good team and I knew that we deserved better.

“But it’s like a Formula One race. If you
haven’t got the car, never mind how good the
driver is. We had the potential to win but we
never had the opportunity to demonstrate it.”
This time Abu Dhabi Racing are in control
and Walker says they only have to finish in the
top three in each leg to claim the coveted
title. He is taking nothing for granted however. “In offshore sailing, you can always break
something, crash into something or make a
big tactical error. “The race is not over yet at
all. But we are in a strong position, a position
where we don’t have to beat Dongfeng in
every leg. Which is important.
“We can afford to lose a point here and
there. We don’t have to chase the race.
Fundamentally, if we finish in the top three in
every leg, then it’s OK. We dont need to
change anything in the way we sail.”
Walker was to gather the eight man crew
together on Tuesday to discuss tactics before
they leave on May 17 for the Newport-Lisbon
leg. The Briton said that changing the race so
everyone has the same boat design has had a
dramatic impact on the competition. “Last
time, we had big differences between the
boats. And therefore, you had teams who had

no chance of winning.
“Last time, boats had different strengths
and weaknesses. “This time around it’s amazing. There are still differences between the
teams and the boats, but obviously it’s down
to you and how you sail the boat. “You cannot
modify the boats but you can play with the
weight you carry.
You can be generous or tight with your
food weight. Not much else. “We have learned
a lot against Dongfeng going downwind in
light air. The team that wins this race will be
the team who improves most. We’re still learning a lot.”
This time Dongfeng has suffered a broken
mast and other troubles but Caudrelier has
battled back. Walker knows there could be a
rough ride ahead and the rivalry with the
French skipper will be intense. “No other team
has been consistently in the top three. We
have had very similar results. We’ve been neck
to neck all race,” said Walker.
After Lisbon there are two legs to France
and Gothenburg, Sweden where the event
ends about June 27 after a 38,739 nautical
mile race taking in 11 ports on every continent. —AFP
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Soccer eases life in Jordan refugee camp
ZAATARI: As Hiba’s shot beats the goalkeeper and nestles in the back of the net
she turns away, her arms raised in triumph, her face beaming with joy while
her team mates scream in delight.
This, however, is no ordinary goal on
an ordinary soccer pitch. For many children, this exuberance marks a return of
the childhood torn from them by
screams of war in the Syrian homeland
they have left behind. For 13-year-old
Hiba and the girls playing football with
her on the dusty and gravelly, yet meticulously tended field at the Zaatari
refugee camp in north-west Jordan,
every goal is worth celebrating. Every
run, pass and move helps them forget
why they are here.
Because everyone, Hiba included, has
lost someone close to them in the Syrian
war, which has cost around 200,000
lives, including 11,500 children.
“I like coming here to play,” she tells
Reuters in a voice confident for one so
young. “It helps me forget the war, the
bombs, the rockets and the children
who were killed and it gives me a peace
of mind. “My mother and father are here
but I miss my uncle. He was sitting at

home when his house was bombed and
he was killed. That has made me very
sad.” Hiba is among the estimated 3.8
million who have fled Syria since the
uprising against President Bashar alAssad began in 2011.
FOUND SANCTUARY
Syrians have fled to Turkey, Iraq,
Lebanon and Egypt while 85,000 have
found sanctuary at Zaatari, some 15 kms
(10 miles) from Jordan’s border with
Syria and now one of the world’s largest
refugee camps. While it is far from ideal
with regular power cuts, only basic social
amenities, rudimentary schools, petty
crime, and other tensions born of war
fermenting under the hot desert sun, a
degree of urban normality is also apparent.
Since the camp opened in July 2012,
shops have blossomed in either converted caravans, huts or shacks along a milelong main street the locals have dubbed
Champs Elysees. After three years they
look, at the very least, semi-permanent.
Home -made ice creams, kebabs,
shoes, fruit and vegetables, spices, flowers, pets, mobile phones, speakers, tools

and even wedding dresses are all for sale
along the dusty thoroughfare where
donkey-pulled carts, bicycles and even
some cars jostle for space.
And football has taken hold, as it can
almost everywhere on the planet. The
Asian Football Development Project
(AFDP) has played a huge part in giving
not only children and teenagers, but
also young men and women, a glimmer
of hope amid desperation.
“Almost everyone has lost someone
in the war and many of the children
have very sad, painful stories,” Carine
N’koue, project co-ordinator of the
AFDP’s programme in Zaatari, told
Reuters.
“But football, and some of the other
games we organise for the younger
ones, is helping to improve their lives.
“Playing football is giving them back
their self-esteem, and they are learning
to be kids again. Many of them stopped
being children because of what they
have been through.”
GOAL DISPUTE
Many other overseas organisations
including world governing body FIFA

and European governing body UEFA are
involved in the football programme as
well as refugee-aid organisations like the
Australian-based Football United.
The pitch where most of the children
play is known as the Norway Football
Field because of the assistance from the
Norwegian FA and Norwegian government, while the South Korean embassy
in Jordan organises a men’s competition.
Per Ravn Omdal, former president of
the Nor wegian FA, heads Nor way ’s
involvement with Zaatari and visits the
camp regularly.
“We are seeing progress from day to
day and I am particularly proud of what
we are doing for the women and girls,”
he told Reuters in a telephone interview
from Oslo.
“We are training 33 female coaches,
and that is having a profoundly positive
affect on everyone’s lives.” Under strict
local customs, girls and boys play
together only until they are eight, with
women then coaching the girls and men
coaching the boys.
Emad Ahmad Al Shabi, 39, one of the
boys’ coaches who says he is hoping to
obtain his final coaching badges from

UEFA, says maybe 600 to 700 children a
week come to play.
“If God wills, we want the child to
have dreams and to achieve his goal to
become a professional football player
whether the child stays here or goes
back to Syria.”
A mile away across the sprawling
camp, a crowd of around 1,000 are
watching, one or two deep along the
touchlines of another gravel pitch, as the
keenly contested final of the Korea
Ambassador’s Cup unfolds. The teams
have adopted the names of their home
cities in Syria and “Damascus FC” score
what looks like a fine goal to take a 2-0
lead over “Daraa FC”, the city where the
rebellion against Assad ignited four
years ago. Another kind of rebellion
threatens when the goal is disallowed
for a foul. Players of both sides angrily
descend on the linesman whose flag
stays raised. N’koue suggests it would be
a good time to leave. “This always happens,” she says. “They’ll argue for 25 minutes and then carry on. In the meantime,
I know a good place on the Champs
Elysees to get a fantastic kebab for
lunch.” —Reuters

Fiorentina chasing
Europa comeback
MADRID: Fiorentina must pull off a feat that has
only been achieved once before if they are to
get past Sevilla into the final of the Europa

EMPOLI: Fiorentina’s Mohamed Salah
celebrates after scoring during a Serie A
soccer match.—AP
League when the holders visit the Tuscan capital tomorrow. Florence-based Fiorentina were

thumped 3-0 by the Andalusian club in their
semi-final, first leg in Seville last week and will
have to match another Spanish side, Valencia, if
they are to make the showpiece in Warsaw on
May 27. Valencia hammered FC Basel 5-0 after
extra time in the second leg of their quarterfinal last season to become the only team to
overturn a 3-0 first-leg deficit in a knockout tie
in Europe’s second-tier club competition. “We
know it’s a difficult task but it’s not impossible,”
Fiorentina sporting director Daniele Prade said
after Sunday’s 3-2 Serie A win at Empoli.
“This is a team that always manages to
bounce back and always shows the necessary
sacrifice,” he added. “Our stadium has been our
strength in recent years and we’ll need the fans
more than ever tomorrow.” Sevilla, meanwhile,
are firmly on course to win a record fourth UEFA
Cup/Europa League title, eclipsing Inter Milan,
Juventus and Liverpool, who all have three.
The La Liga side won back-to-back UEFA Cups
in 2006 and 2007 and beat Benfica on penalties
in Turin to secure the renamed trophy last term.
Another triumph would secure them a lucrative
berth in the group stage of next season’s
Champions League. Sevilla are fifth in La Liga
with two games left and still have a chance of
overhauling Valencia and securing fourth,
which carries a place in the playoff round of
Europe’s elite club competition. “There are two
ways we can get into the Champions League
and we’ll just take each game at a time,” Sevilla
forward Kevin Gameiro said after Sunday’s 1-1
La Liga draw at Celta Vigo. “Anything can happen in football and we know we are going to
have to suffer (on Thursday),” added the
Frenchman. Fiorentina’s Serie A rivals Napoli
play at Ukrainian side Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk in
tomorrow’s other semi-final, second leg after
last week’s clash in Naples ended 1-1. —Reuters

Bale’s agent talks
too much - Ancelotti
MADRID: Real Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti
launched an attack on Gareth Bale’s agent for
claiming the Welshman’s poor form this season
is because his teammates don’t pass him the
ball. Jonathan Barnett, who oversaw Bale’s
world record transfer to Madrid in September
2013, responded to fierce criticism of his star
client’s performance in Real’s 2-1 Champions
League semi-final, first leg defeat to Juventus
last week by saying: “Real have to work with
Gareth and pass the ball to him more.”
However, Ancelotti responded angrily to
those comments, whilst also defending Bale’s
output this season despite a return of just three
goals since January.
“I think that Bale has had a good season. Last
season he scored in the important moments, in
the finals, and it could be that with some luck
he will have the opportunity to do the same
again,” Ancelotti said on Tuesday ahead of his
side’s return leg against the Italian champions.
“We are happy with Bale’s season. There are
many people in this world that like to talk and at
times they do so too much. “Bale’s agent has
never been to one of our training sessions, he
doesn’t know our atmosphere and he is talking
from the outside. Bale has never had a
problem with his teammates, neither have
they with him. Bale loves his teammates and

they love him. It would have been better for
him not to say anything.”
World Cup star James Rodriguez denied that
Bale is treated any differently to his Madrid
teammates and called for unity as they look to
get back to the Champions League final for a
second consecutive season. “Gareth is a good
player, we all want to play with him, but not just
him with Cristiano (Ronaldo), Chicharito and
many more,” said the Colombian.
“I think that this is a team and we all have to
be united.” Madrid’s only realistic hope of a
major title this season rests with becoming the
first side to retain the Champions League after
Barcelona opened up a four-point lead at the
top of La Liga with just two games remaining
on Saturday. “The team is concentrated and
desperate to play a great semi-final to have the
chance to return to the final of this competition,” added Ancelotti, who could become the
first coach to ever win the European Cup four
times. “It is the most important moment of the
season because we are very close to playing
another final and entering into the history of
this competition.” Ancelotti confirmed that striker Karim Benzema would be fit to feature after a
month out with a knee problem, but didn’t say
whether he or Javier Hernandez would start up
front.—AFP

SPAIN: Real Madrid’s Gareth Bale (left) duels for the ball in this file photo. —AP

SPAIN: Real Madrid players including Cristiano Ronaldo from Portugal (right) Coentrao (second right) and Marcelo (center) run during a training
session at the Valdebebas Stadium. Real Madrid will play against Juventus in a second leg semifinal Champions League soccer match today. —AP

Real season on line against
Pogba-boosted Juventus
MADRID: Real Madrid must overcome a 2-1 firstleg deficit to keep their season alive when a
Juventus side boosted by the return of Paul
Pogba visit the Santiago Bernabeu in the return
of their Champions League semi-final today.
Los Blancos’ La Liga title hopes are all but
over despite coming from 2-0 down to draw 2-2
with Valencia on Saturday as Barcelona moved
four points clear at the top with just two games
remaining.
However, Carlo Ancelotti’s men recovered
from exactly the same result against Valencia
that proved an almost fatal blow to their title
hopes at the same stage last season to go on
and win the club’s 10th European Cup in Lisbon
a few weeks later.
Defensive lapses have cost Madrid in recent
weeks as they have conceded twice in four of
their last five matches and right-back Dani
Carvajal insists they can’t go for a clinical
Juventus side from the off and risk being caught
on the counter-attack.
“ We need to win, that is fundamental.
However, above all, we need to have a cool
head, be patient and not go crazy,” he told the
club’s website.
“The game is 90 minutes long and we need to
make that seem like a long time for Juventus
and make them suffer without the ball.”
Carvajal gave away the penalty, converted by

Carlos Tevez, at the end of a counter-attack
which gave the Italian champions the advantage
in last week’s first leg. And he believes Madrid
will not be so generous in front of a packed
house at the Bernabeu.
“They created danger from us giving the ball
away or our errors. I think if we stay calm, have
patience, move them around, then we will win
the game.
“After the first leg the feelings of the coach
and the players were clear. We cannot commit
so many errors in easy passes because that
breathed life into them.”
Madrid could be back close to full strength as
Toni Kroos is expected to shrug off a hip injury
picked up against Valencia, while Karim
Benzema is set to feature up front after a month
out with a knee problem. Benzema’s French
international teammate Pogba is certain to play
a part after making a goalscoring return from a
near two-month injury layoff in a 1-1 draw at
home to Cagliari on Saturday.
Juventus have waited 12 years to get back to
the biggest game in European football, when
they also beat Real in the semi-finals in 2003,
and defender Giorgio Chiellini described the
game as the biggest in his 10 years with the
club.
“We can’t wait for Wednesday evening to
come. This is the most prestigious and important

game I’ll be playing in since I joined the club,” he
said. “I’ve been here for 10 years and 12 have
gone past since we last reached a semi-final.
“We’ve got better and matured as the competition has worn on and getting past the last 16
and then the quarter-finals gave us added
awareness in our own abilities.
“We’ve never been as close as we are now,
but we’ve still got 95 really tough minutes to get
through. The final is still a long way away and
we’ll need a super performance to get there.”
Juventus’ biggest threat could come from a
very familiar source for the Madrid faithful as
Real academy product Alvaro Morata returns to
the Bernabeu after scoring the opener in the first
leg. The Spanish international joined the
Bianconeri last summer and could still return to
his boyhood club should they exercise a buyback clause at the end of the season. —AFP

Matches on TV
(Local Timings)

UEFA Champions League
Real Madrid v Juventus
beIN SPORTS 1 HD

21:45

Resourceful Dnipro near
end of marathon journey
KIEV: Seventeen matches, nearly 10 months and
eight countries after setting out, Dnipro
Dnipropetrovsk are tantalising close to reaching
their first European final after a campaign which
has been resourceful, even if not pretty.
A goalless draw, or one-goal win, against
Napoli in the second leg of their semi-final in
Kiev tomorrow will see the Ukrainians through
to the Europa League final in Warsaw after a
campaign which started against FC Copenhagen
on July 31.
Dnipro, who have never won the Ukrainian
league but were twice winners of the old Soviet
league, have overcome a limited budget and the
disadvantage of staging home games in Kiev
due to Dnipropetrovsk’s proximity to the conflict
in eastern Ukraine.
Although ever yone loves an underdog,
Dnipro’s pragmatic style, based on a defence
built around Brazilian Douglas and ever-present

goalkeeper Denys Boyko, means they are likely
to have won grudging respect rather than joyful
admiration.
Their performance in last Thursday’s first leg
was typical as they set out to frustrate Napoli,
clung on grimly in the second half after falling
behind and then snatched a late equaliser
against the run of play. According to UEFA statistics, they have committed 226 fouls and suffered
214 in the competition, more than anyone else
in both categories, and also top the yellow card
charts with 45 received.
They have mustered only 14 goals and have
made a habit of muddling through ever since
they began by losing 2-0 on aggregate to FC
Copenhagen in the third qualifying round of the
Champions League. That defeat allowed them to
qualify for the Europa League playoff round
where they beat Hajduk Split 2-1 on aggregate.
After that, they snatched a second-placed fin-

ish in Group F by beating St Etienne 1-0 at home
in their final game to leapfrog both the French
side and Qarabag, having managed four goals
and conceded five in their six matches.
A sudden goal flurr y saw them beat
Olympiakos 4-2 on aggregate in the round of 32,
before they beat Ajax on away goals and Club
Bruges 1-0 on aggregate in the last eight.
This under coach Myron Markevych, who
briefly coached Ukraine in 2010 and has earned
a reputation for attacking football during a
lengthy stint at Metalist Kharkiv.
On the other hand, Napoli, UEFA Cup winners
in 1989, are the tournament’s topscorers and will
be looking to repeat their impressive quarterfinal win at VfL Wolfsburg. “It will be tough, it will
be difficult but we are confident that if we create
chances we will score goals,” said coach Rafael
Benitez. “We won 4-1 against Wolfsburg away so
I think we can do the same.”—Reuters
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Personal row casts shadow over Spanish soccer
MADRID: A long-simmering squabble
between Spain’s most powerful football
chiefs could bring the Lionel Messi and
Cristiano Ronaldo show to a halt this
weekend.
The feud between Angel Maria Villar,
head of the Spanish football federation,
the RFEF, and Javier Tebas, head of the
professional league, is the real cause of a
threatened strike by players from
Saturday, observers say.
The strike call is to be discussed in
court on Wednesday and a judge could
order the action suspended while a solution is sought.
“This has never happened before.
There have been a few day-long strikes
but never an open-ended one,” said
Alberto Palomar, a sports law expert at
Carlos III University.
Real Madrid and Barcelona players

have joined the protests demanding a
bigger share of broadcast revenue be
channeled to smaller clubs. The league
has taken the AFE players’ union to court
in a bid to save the season finale. If they
fail, the clash between Atletico Madrid
and Barcelona on Sunday which could
seal the championship for Barca, would
be a victim.
It could also disrupt the last league
matches on May 23 and the Copa del
Rey final on May 30 between Barcelona
and Athletic Bilbao.
The RFEF launched the stoppage
threat last week. It controls the lower
leagues and amateur football, as well as
the referees for top-league games.
The AFE players’ union jumped on
board, with star players such as Real
goalkeeper Iker Casillas and Barca midfielder Xavi Hernandez speaking in sup-

money in football has heightened their
conflict, he said. A law approved by the
government last month obliges broadcasters to make a collective bid to the
league for the right to screen La Liga
matches.
Previously they negotiated individually with clubs-a system that disproportionately benefitted the likes of Real and
Barca as the most powerful.
The league hopes the new negotiating deal could boost broadcasting revenues to one billion euros ($1.125 billion) a season. But they dispute who
should control the money.
The federation complains it is being
reduced to a messenger for redistributing payments to players while the
league gets money to cover costs.
The players’ union complains of not
being consulted over the reforms and

port. They complained that a new law on
redistributing broadcasting rights did
not channel enough cash to lower and
amateur leagues.The fact that Tebas and
Villar are not talking to each other makes
a deal unlikely. “The basic positions are
not so entrenched. What is entrenched is
the personal confrontation,” said
Palomar.
Tebas complained in a recent open
letter that Villar had called him an “arsehole”. Villar, a vice-president of world
football’s governing body FIFA, has led
the Spanish federation for 27 years.
“What’s behind all this? Dreadful personal relations that could not be worse,
as well as a very complex regulatory system,” said Palomar.
The division of powers between the
league and the federation has always
been problematic and the increasing

has demanded a bigger share of revenues for smaller clubs. Top players such
as Casillas and his Real teammate Sergio
Ramos, who also backed the strike, earn
millions of euros a year.
Real Madrid’s annual wage bill is said
to be more than 250 million euros a year.
While that of bottom side Cordoba is
less than a tenth of that sum.
“It seems that what the players want
is a bigger share of the league’s new revenues,” said Javier Hervas, an expert at
the ISDE law school.
If the court does not suspend the
strike, the government may have to act
to avert a stoppage that would infuriate
football-mad Spaniards in an election
year. “The government will have a tough
job enduring a two-week strike,” Palomar
said. “It will have to do something, or
people will be on its case.” —AFP

Hazard, England’s
Footballer of Year

LONDON: Swansea City’s goalkeeper Lukasz Fabianski (right) collects the ball under
pressure from Arsenal’s Aaron Ramsey during their English Premier League soccer
match. —AP

Gomis header sinks Arsenal
Swansea 1

Arsenal 0

LONDON: Arsenal’s hopes of catching
Manchester City for second place in the
Premier League suffered a setback after a
late Bafetimbi Gomis header, verified by
goalline technology, handed Swansea
City a 1-0 win at the Emirates on Monday.
Substitute Gomis struck five minutes
from time, meeting Jefferson Montero’s
cross with a header that crossed the line
before it was scooped out by keeper
David Ospina, the goal confirmed almost
immediately to the referee by the
goalline technology system.
Frenchman Gomis also scored the
winner when Swansea beat Arsenal 2-1
at home in November.
Arsenal, who have three games left to
play, remain on 70 points, three points
behind City who have two games left.
Manchester United, in fourth, have 68
points with the top three securing automatic entry into the Champions League
group stage.
United host Arsenal at Old Trafford on

Sunday. “We were a bit unlucky with the
goal. There are a lot of positives. This kind
of game you play 20 times and win 19
times,” Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger
told Sky Sports.
“In patches our domination was top
quality. You have to learn from defeat
and we take encouragement from a
defeat like that. Swansea deserve credit
for their defensive display but they probably had the fewest passes in our half of
any team here this season.”
Swansea goalkeeper Lukasz Fabianski
frustrated his former club, the Poland
international making several good saves
in the second half to thwart the home
side. Arsenal, unchanged for fifth successive game, had rarely tested Fabianski in
a tepid opening half. It took almost an
hour for Arsenal to muster their first shot
on target with Olivier Giroud shooting
straight at Fabianski.
Arsenal pressed forward with greater
urgency and Fabianski denied Alexis
Sanchez and then Theo Walcott with a
fine double save. Swansea, who are in
eighth place, are only the third team to
beat Arsenal home and away in a league
season in the Premier League era.
“We worked all week on our plan. The
players were magnificent and carried it
out to the letter,” said Swansea manager
Garry Monk.—Reuters

LONDON: Eden Hazard was named England’s Footballer of
the Year yesterday after his consistently outstanding performances throughout the season helped Chelsea win the
Premier League title.
Tottenham Hotspur striker Harry Kane was second in
the voting by members of the English Football Writers
Association with Hazard’s Chelsea club mate and captain
John Terry third.
The 24-year-old Belgian international midfielder adds
the award to the Professional Footballers Association (PFA)
honour he collected last month and becomes the first player from his country to claim the accolade since it was
launched in 1948.
Only two other Chelsea players have won England’s
most prestigious and soccer’s oldest individual honourGianfranco Zola in 1997 and Frank Lampard in 2005.
Kane, who has scored 30 goals in his first full season for
Spurs and was awarded his first England cap, was named
the PFA’s Young Player of the Year last month, while defensive rock Terry has played every minute of every Premier
League game to date.
FWA chairman Andy Dunn told Reuters: “The list of truly
world class players on the Football Writers’ Association roll
of honor is a long one and Eden Hazard is a worthy addition.
“A creator, a goalscorer and the hardest of workers, he
has been a constant source of threat for the champions.
“He has started all 36 Premier League matches Chelsea
have played so far and, considering the particularly close
attention he receives from opponents, that is a feat in itself.
“His electrifying, attacking talent has made him the first
Belgian to win the Footballer of the Year award. “He is a
brilliant successor to Luis Suarez and we just hope he stays
in the Premier League for a lot longer than Luis did after
collecting the trophy.”
Uruguay striker Suarez, who won the award after scoring 31 goals for Liverpool last season, joined Spanish giants
Barcelona before the start of this campaign.
Hazard collected 53 percent of the vote making him a
comfortable winner, while he and Terry’s Chelsea team
mates Cesc Fabregas, Branislav Ivanovic and goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois also featured in the top 10. Four other
players received votes: Alexis Sanchez of Arsenal, David De
Gea of Manchester United, Sergio Aguero of Manchester
City and Esteban Cambiasso of Leicester City. —Reuters

LONDON: Chelsea’s Belgian midfielder Eden Hazard controls the ball during the
English Premier League football match in this file photo. —AFP

Fan group accuses Glazers of
‘draining’ £1bn from United
LONDON: A supporters’ group has accused the
Glazers of taking £1 billion ($1.5 billion, 1.4 billion
euros) out of Manchester United in the decade
since the American family took over the English
Premier League giants.
The Manchester United Supporters Trust
launched its latest attack on the Glazer’s stewardship of the club on Tuesday, the 10th anniversary
of their controversial £790 million leveraged buyout of the side.
Now 10 years on, many fans are still unhappy

Soccer Mania Winners, Fahaheel Brothers Team

with the way the Glazers borrowed against the
club to finance the takeover.
“Not investing a single penny might be considered an ‘ownership crime’ by fans at most clubs
but far worse than that they (the Glazers) have
actually extracted colossal sums from Manchester
United,” MUST said in a press release. “When all
interest and charges on their leveraged buyout is
added up, plus money they’ve paid themselves,
plus related debt still on the club, they’ve taken
more than £1 BILLION and it’s still rising. “No own-

er in the history of football in any country, ever,
has taken so much money from a club.” Yet for all
the controversy, United have been successful
under the Glazers, winning the Premier League
five time and the 2008 Champions League-the
third time the club had been crowned champions
of Europe. But MUST added that had it not been
for mismanagement by the Glazers, United would
have eclipsed Liverpool’s British record of five
European Cups. United refused to comment on
MUST’s statement.—AFP

Soccer Mania Runners up , Young Shooters Abbassiya

Fahaheel Brothers lift ‘Soccer Mania 2015’ Cup
KUWAIT: Fahaheel Brothers won ‘Soccer Mania
2015’, a one-day 7-a-side tournament organized
by Young Shooters Abbassiya under Kefak, a
prominent Keralite football club in Kuwait.
Fahaheel Brothers and Young Shooters
Abbassiya both proved that they deserved to be
in the final, with both teams displaying attacking football throughout the match. The match
was tied 1-1 after the final whistle, and headed
into a penalty shootout. Young Shooters

Abbassiya converted just 1 out of 3 penalties,
while Ashraf and Siddiq impressed by converting 2 of 3 penalties to seal the rightly deserved
win for Fahaheel Brothers.
The referee presented the match ball to the
winning team. Soccer Mania 2015 Player of the
Tournament award went to Sanal of Fahaheel
Brothers. Soccer Mania 2015 Top Scorer Award
was presented to Anas of Young Shooters
Abbassiya. Soccer Mania 2015 Best Defender

award went to Mubashir of CFC Salmiya. Sony,
who was outstanding in all matches of Ciesco
Kuwait, bagged the Best Goalkeeper Award of
Soccer Mania 2015. During the halftime, families
were delighted to receive gifts bags generously
donated by YSA team co-coordinator Shabu
Kamburam from Hussain Qaisar International
Foodstuff Co.
The tournament was officially inaugurated
by Indian Embassy official A K Srivastava, secre-

tary of information, press and culture, in the
presence of other dignitaries including
Sharafudheen Kanneth, Director, Norka Welfare
Board; K N S Das, Country Head, Lulu Exchange
Co; Ahmed Fazal, Lulu family member; Abeed
Kattirithody, Managing Director, I Black; Abdulla
Cadiri, Kefak President and V S Najeeb, Kefak
Secretary. During the event, Fazal handed the
first copy of the souvenir to Kattirithody.
Abdul Latheef, President of YSA, gave the

vote of thanks to the guests, sponsors, participating teams and the outstanding crowds for
making Soccer Mania 2015 a grand success. The
motto of Young Shooters Abbassiya is
‘Friendship Through Football’ and the aim of the
club is to promote football all over Kuwait. The
runner-up trophy was given by Kefak President
Cadiri to Mahashook, captain of YSA. The winners’ cup was handed by YSA patron Kanneth to
Musthafa, captain of Fahaheel Brothers.

Orioles triumph
over Blue Jays
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Pogba-boosted
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MUNICH: Barcelona’s Neymar fights for the ball against Bayern’s Jerome Boateng during the soccer Champions League second leg semifinal match at Allianz Arena. — AP

Barca in Champions League final
MUNICH: Neymar struck twice as Barcelona
reached the Champions League final yesterday, beating Bayern Munich 5-3 on aggregate
in their semi-final despite losing 3-2 on the
night to the Germans at the Allianz Arena.
Luis Enrique’s Barca survived a Bayern second-half fightback to keep alive their treble
dreams as they close in on winning the
Spanish league and face Athletic Bilbao in the
Spanish Cup final on May 30.
In contrast, Pep Guardiola’s Bayern bowed
out at the last-four stage for the second year
running, despite ending Barcelona’s 18-game
unbeaten run.
Bayern were facing what looked like an

impossible task after going down 3-0 in last
week’s first leg at the Camp Nou, but they
were given an early glimmer of hope in the
return when the unmarked Medhi Benatia
headed home on seven minutes.
However, the final outcome of the tie was
put beyond doubt when Luis Suarez twice set
up Neymar to score for the visitors before half
an hour had been played.
Bayern produced a rousing second-half
performance and goals from Robert
Lewandowski and Thomas Mueller allowed
them to win the game on the night, but
Barcelona advance to the final in Berlin on
June 6, where they will face either bitter rivals

Real Madrid or Juventus.
While Lionel Messi dazzled in the first leg
by scoring twice and setting up Neymar in a 30 romp, it was the Selecao star who extinguished Bayern’s Berlin dreams and took his
tally to 11 goals in his last 10 games. Before
that, Bayern opened the scoring when Xabi
Alonso floated in a corner and Benatia headed
home unmarked for his first Champions
League goal.
That ended Barca’s seven-match run without conceding and briefly put life back into
the hosts’ faint dreams of reaching an 11th
European Cup final. But it was not to last. With
the game running at a frantic pace, Messi put

a ball in behind the Bayern defence for Suarez
to square for Neymar to have a simple tap-in
on 15 minutes.
Bayern pressed forward and Mueller’s
header was palmed over by Barca’s Germany
goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen on 19 minutes.
Both sides had their chances when
Lewandowski, then Mueller, fired at ter Stegen
and at the other end Messi did the same at
Manuel Neuer.
But Barcelona put the tie beyond the hosts
when Suarez broke on the right and again
squared unselfishly for Neymar to fire inside
the near post and make it 2-1 on the night

Djokovic win opener as
Murray decides to play
ROME: Holder Novak Djokovic needed a late break in the final set to
beat Nicolas Almagro 6-1, 6-7 (5/7), 6-3 in an opening match at the
Italian Open yesterday.
The Serb world number one rank took his record on the clay of the
capital to a 30-5 career record here, with titles in 2008, 2011 and a year
ago over Rafael Nadal.
Djokovic broke for 5-3 against his Spanish opponent and served out
the victory, finishing with 11 aces and just one break of serve. It was
the first competitive outing for Djokovic since winning Monte Carlo
almost a month ago. The Serb is now riding an 18-match win streak.
Andy Murray will take to the court on Wednesday after agonising
with his team as to whether he should play. The back-to-back titleholder at Munich and Madrid will start against France’s Jeremy Chardy.
Murray’s team was split on whether he should compete or rest, with
the competition view winning out. Murray, who defeated Nadal in the
shock Madrid final, said that his preparation for Roland Garros seems to
be on track.
“This year I feel a lot healthier on the clay, I have to thank my team,
which has made some big changes in my clay preparation. That’s
helped for sure,” the Scot said.
“I also didn’t feel much pressure last week, I didn’t have very high
expectations. I just played and felt better and better in each match.” As
the complex scheduling of the event proceeded, results were all over
the charts.
In the women’s first round, Spanish tenth seed Carla Suarez Navarro
beat German Mona Barthel 6-4, 2-6, 6-3 while Frenchwoman Kristina
Mladenovic defeated Monica Puig 7-5, 6-3.
Former number one Victoria Azarenka, finalist two years ago against
Serena Williams, continued her revival after 2014 injuries, advancing
over Czech Lucie Hradecka 7-5, 2-6, 6-1.
Third seed Maria Sharapova became the first into the third
round as she advanced when Australian Jarmila Gajdosova
retired trailing 6-2, 3-1.
In the men’s first round, Guillermo Garcia-Lopez beat slumping US
Open winner Marin Cilic, the Croatian ninth seed going down 6-4, 6-3.
Australian hopes met a quick end a week after Nick Kyrgios beat
Roger Federer in Madrid: Spanish 11th seed Feliciano Lopez won his
first-round match over Kyrgios 6-4, 7-6 (7/4). Bernard Tomic was then
eliminated in a battle, Serb Viktor Troicki advancing 7-6 (7/3), 6-7 (4/7), ITALY: Maria Sharapova of Russia serves to Jarmila Gajdosova of
Australia during the WTA Tennis Open tournament. — AFP
7-6 (7/4). —AFP

and 5-1 on aggregate.
Bastian Schweinsteiger then had a bullet
header saved and ter Stegen clawed a
Lewandowski attempt off the line with halftime approaching.
Luis Enrique rested Suarez for the second
half and the game’s tempo dropped, but
Lewandowski kept home fans dreams alive by
firing past ter Stegen on 59 minutes, while
Mueller fired wide with a shot minutes later.
Mueller made good on his pre-match promise
that Bayern would fight until the final whistle
when he blasted Schweinsteiger’s squared
pass home on 74 minutes to make it 5-3 on
aggregate, but it was too little, too late. — AFP

Formolo clinches win,
Clarke takes Giro lead
MILAN: Italian Davide Formolo capped a
daring solo attack with victory on the
fourth stage of the Giro d’Italia yesterday
when Australian Simon Clarke took over
the race lead from Orica team-mate
Michael Matthews. Formolo finished the
150km ride from Chiavari to La Spezia in a
time of 3hr 47min 59sec, just 22sec ahead
of a small group of chasers including race
favourites Alberto Contador and Richie
Porte. It was the 22-year-old’s maiden professional win in his first season with
Cannondale-Garmin, and was fully
deserved after a difficult stage whose technical finish had several riders in trouble.
Formolo was among the 14 riders still
remaining from a larger, earlier breakaway
and as they rode over winding terrain on
their way towards the Ligurian port town of
La Spezia the young Italian used his climbing
skill, and some perfect timing, to make the
difference.
With 13km remaining Formolo soloed
away from the leading bunch to build a lead
of a handful of seconds on Frenchman Amael
Moinard and Italian Giovanni Visconti, with
Contador further back in another chase
group being led by Fabio Aru’s Astana team.
By the time he crested the final small
climb of the day, 10km from the finish,
Formolo had taken his advantage on Moinard
and Visconti to 32sec, with Contador’s chasers
a handful of seconds behind.
It was a nervous 10km descent to the finish line for Formolo, who was constantly
turning around to check the progress of his
chasers, and he waited until the final 100
metres of the home straight before throwing
his arms in the air in triumph.
“I decided to attack when I did because if
I’d waited until the finale of the climb I might

have left it too late,” said Formolo, who
despite a clamour over his title potential,
admitted his first Grand Tour would be a
learning experience. “I’m here at my first Giro,
there is no pressure on me and when it’s like
this good things happen.”
Perhaps not realising there had been a
solo breakaway ahead of him, Clarke also
threw his arms up in the air after he won the
bunch sprint for second place, only to slap
his hands on to the top of his helmet in
embarrassment when told by Visconti the
stage had already been won.
Nevertheless, the Australian domestique’s endeavours were enough to hand
him the race leader’s pink jersey, keeping the
‘maglia rosa’ in the Orica team for one more
day.
“We’ve had quite an impressive start to
the race,” said Clarke, who becomes the third
Australian from his team, after Matthews
and opening stage winner Simon Gerrans, to
wear the jersey.
Clarke, who is not an overall race contender, leads Colombian teammate Esteban
Chaves by 10secs in the general classification with Czech contender Roman Kreuziger
third at 17.
Contador, bidding for a rare Giro d’ItaliaTour de France double this year, did well to
survive some unsettling tactics late in the
stage when Astana’s Fabio Aru, third overall
last year, went on the attack briefly in a bid
to test his rivals.
The Spaniard held firm to finish just
behind Clarke to sit fourth at 17 with
Australian contender Porte 20secs further
adrift ahead of today’s 152km fifth stage.
It begins in La Spezia and finishes with a
17km ascent to the summit of the
Abetone climb. — AFP
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MACAU: A general view shows the skyline and the Grand Lisboa casino (R) in Macau yesterday, 2015. The former Portuguese colony saw its second-worst monthly casino revenue decline of 39 percent year-on-year for March, as China
encourages its semi-autonomous territory to diversify from gambling and reins in high-rolling visitors from the Chinese mainland. — AFP

Zain Group generates $942 million revenues in Q1
Net income reached $139 million • Total 46.1 million customers served
KUWAIT: Zain Group, the pioneer of mobile
telecommunications across the Middle East
and Africa, announced its consolidated
financial results for the three months ended
31 March, 2015.
Zain Group served 46.1 million customers at the end of the period, and is the
market leader in six of its eight markets of
operation, by customer numbers.
For the first quarter of 2015, Zain Group
generated consolidated revenues of $942
million (KD 279 million) as compared to
$1.104 billion (KD 311 million) for the same
period in 2014. EBITDA for the quarter
reached $396 million (KD 117 million) as
compared to $469 million (KD 132.2 million)
for the same period a year earlier, representing an EBITDA margin of 42 percent. Net
income for the quarter amounted to $139
million (KD 41 million) as compared to
$198.4 million (KD 55.9 million) for the same
period in 2014. Earnings Per Share for the
quarter reached $ 0.04 (fils 11).
Comparing the fourth quarter of 2014 to
the first quarter of 2015, Zain Group reports
that consolidated revenues were down 6
percent, EBITDA down 3 percent and net
income increased 21 percent.
Key Operational Notes:
1. Group data revenues (excluding SMS and
VAS) witnessed a healthy 8 percent yearon-year (Y-o-Y) growth for the first threemonths of 2015, forming 19 percent of
the Group’s total revenues.
2. In the first three months of 2015, Zain
Group added 1.8 million customers
across all operations.
3. Growth in Zain Saudi Arabia saw the operation increase its customer base by 27
percent to serve 10.6 million customers,
with net losses narrowing by 19 percent
Y-o-Y.
4. Zain Sudan performed extremely well as
revenues increased by 10 percent and
net income by 42 percent (in dollar
terms) Y-o-Y.
5. Zain Jordan launched 4G on 15 February,
2015 following its $270 million investment in license fees for 4G and additional
3G spectrum.
6. Zain Iraq launched 3G services across the
country on 1 January, 2015. The continued political instability in Iraq and
heightened levels of competition, severely impacted Zain Iraq’s and consequently
the Group’s overall key financial metrics.
Commenting on the results, the
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Zain
Group, Asaad Al-Banwan said, “We recognize
the exceptional circumstances in one key
market over the past nine months that has
impacted us significantly. However we are
seeing several positive signs of growth over
the first three months of 2015 such as the

AUB reports $147.2m profit for Q1 2015

Asaad Al-Banwan
addition of 1.8 million new customers and
net income growth of 21 percent for the
Group when compared to the final quarter
of 2014. When coupled with data revenue
growth of 8 percent year-on-year, these
developments justify and reflect the appeal
of our substantial investments in technology and network upgrades.
Furthermore the Chairman noted, “The
Board is working closely with senior management in driving efficiency, maintaining
our market leadership positions across our
markets, and constantly evaluating business-enhancing and acquisition opportunities. The Board is confident that the company’s innovation and digital strategy will
generate long-term value for shareholders.”
Zain Group CEO, Scott Gegenheimer
noted, “The quarter reflected mixed results
in what were quite challenging conditions
in several of our key markets, especially Iraq
where the security situation and intense
competition is significantly impacting the
performance there and subsequently the
Group’s overall financials. Nevertheless we
witnessed many positive signs of net
income and customer growth during the
first quarter of 2015 when compared to the
final quarter of 2014.”
He added, “It is also encouraging to see
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia grow their customer bases by 13 percent and 27 percent
year-on-year respectively, with both Saudi
Arabia and Sudan witnessing healthy
growth in all of their key financial indicators
over the past twelve months. We will continue to focus on and invest in our key markets to drive growth and efficiency even
further.”
Gegenheimer continued, “All operations
witnessed robust growth in data related revenues, and we will continue to develop this
area of the business to take advantage of
the explosion of data usage by our customers. We are continually upgrading and
rolling out 4G enabled networks in Kuwait,

Scott Gegenheimer
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Bahrain, and we
expect the roll-out of 3G services in Iraq to
substantially improve performance there,
anticipating that the security issues stabilize
soon.”
The Group CEO concluded, “The
telecommunications landscape Zain operates in is evolving on multiple fronts, and we
are facing competitive threats from both
intense competition and OTT players on the
one hand, in addition to security and forex
issues on the other. Accordingly, Zain is
transforming itself from being a mobile-centric company into an integrated services
provider, in a bid to tap new opportunities
for new, profitable revenue streams. In particular we are focusing on innovation, the
digital space, and enterprise services such as
M2M and smart cities. We are also seeking
new deals and partnerships to drive the
strategy that the company has designed to
embrace the areas of future value realization
within the telecoms sector.”
Operational review
Kuwait
Zain’s operation in Kuwait saw its customer base grow 14 percent Y-o-Y to now
serve 2.9 million customers on its nationwide 4G network; impressive growth considering the highly penetrated market of
over 200 percent. Revenues for the quarter
reached $276 million, EBITDA reached $136
million and net income amounted to $89
million. The appeal of Zain Kuwait’s nationwide 4G network continues to grow with
data revenues now representing 35 percent
of the operation’s total revenues. The recent
appreciation of the US dollar against Kuwaiti
dinar cost the operation $14 million in revenues, 7 million in EBITDA and $ 4.4 million
in net income for the quarter. Nevertheless,
the operation remains the most efficient
mobile operator within Zain Group and one
of the most efficient in the region with an
impressive 50 percent EBITDA margin.

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank B.S.C. (AUB) reported a net impairment provisions, rose to 163.5 percent as at 31
profit attributable to its equity shareholders of $ March 2015 (31 December 2014: 159.4 percent).
The Group’s Return on Average Equity (ROAE) for
147.2 million for the quarter ended 31 March 2015.
The net profit reflected a surge of 7.8 percent in Q1/2015,increased to 17.5 percent, compared to the
Q1/2015as compared to $ 136.6 million achieved in ROAE of 17.2 percent achieved in the first quarter of
Q1/2014.The Q1/2015net profit also represents a 2014. Return on Average Assets was maintained at
1.9 percent for Q1/2015(Q1/2014: 1.9
38.6 percent improvement over
percent).
the Q4/2014 trailing quarter
Hamad Al-Humaidhi, AUB Chairman,
reported profit of US$ 106.2 milcommented: “AUB continued its strong
lion. The Basic Earnings per Share
and steady performance in Q1/2015
in Q1/2015was US 2.3 cents, comunderlying the viability of the Bank’s
pared to US 2.2 cents in Q1/2014.
core regional business model based on
Despite continuing sluggish
diversification and cross border flows
economic trends into 2015, AUB
and the success of its selective growth
continued to grow its operating
initiatives to increase operating income
income which was underpinned by
and mitigate risk challenges in its tarmaintaining its net interest marget markets”.
gins through the judicious deploy“In April 2015, the Bank successfully
ment of funds combined with
completed a $400 million issue of
effective liquidity management.
Additional Tier 1PerpetualBasel III
Fee income grew by 5.6 percent
Compliant Capital Securities. This repfrom US$ 39.2 million to US$ 41.5
AUB Chairman
resents
an important step forward in
million. The cost income ratio stood
Hamad Al-Humaidhi
terms of the evolution and diversificaat 28.5 percent (YTD Q1 / 2014: 27.8
tion of the Group’s capital structure and will provide
percent).
Solid asset quality levels were sustained with the tangible support to organic and inorganic business
non-performing loans ratio standing unchanged plans. This successful issue represents a clear testiat2.0 percent (31 December 2014: 2.0 percent) while mony of AUB’s credentials among prime internationthe specific provision coverage ratio improved to al and regional investors as a well-managed, success86.2 percent (31 December 2014: 83.8 percent). The ful and creditworthy financial institution,” added Altotal provision coverage ratio, inclusive of collective Humaidhi.

Volatile oil, Yemen jitters
leave Gulf markets mixed
MIDEAST STOCK MARKETS
DUBAI: Gulf stock markets were mixed yesterday as
oil prices swung from loss to gain and it remained
unclear whether an agreed truce in Yemen would
take effect and stay in place.
Saudi-led air strikes pounded the Yemeni capital
Sanaa yesterday, hours before a five-day truce was
set to begin between the alliance of Gulf Arab
nations and the Iran-allied Houthi militia that controls much of the country.
Brent crude, which fell in early trade, pared losses
and rose towards $66 a barrel as the Yemen conflict
and a weaker US dollar lifted prices.
Oil’s recovery helped the main Saudi stock index
edge up 0.5 percent as petrochemicals giant Saudi
Basic Industries climbed 1.3 percent. Kingdom
Holding jumped 2.1 percent, extending gains after a

6.2 percent surge in the previous session. A development company which is building the world’s tallest
tower in the city of Jeddah, and in which Kingdom
has a stake, said on Sunday that residential apartments at the tower would likely go on sale later this
year.
Newly listed Saudi Company for Tools and
Hardware was the top gainer, surging its daily 10 percent limit. The retail tranche of the firm’s initial public
offer which ended this month was covered 620 percent. Including shares sold to institutional investors,
the flotation raised around 504 million riyals ($134.4
million). Public offers in Saudi Arabia are usually
heavily discounted. Middle East Paper Co, which listed earlier this month, soared as much as 71 percent
before stabilising. — Reuters
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Apple emerges as sustainable business model

News
i n

iPhone sales in Q4 2014 exceed sales of Google and Microsoft combined

Emirates Global Aluminium
exports seen falling
DUBAI: State-owned Emirates Global Aluminium said
yesterday its exports would fall to 77 percent of its
production by 2017 as a result of a rise in local
demand. “There will be five new plants in Abu Dhabi,”
chief executive Abdulla Kalban told the CRU
Aluminium conference in Dubai. He said the new
plants would be located in the capital’s Khalifa
Industrial Zone Abu Dhabi (Kizad). Emirates Global
Aluminium, which now exports around 88 percent of
its production, was formed by the merger last year of
Abu Dhabi’s Emirates Aluminium (Emal) and Dubai
Aluminium (Dubal). It produces about 2.4 million tons
of aluminium products per year; Kalban said last
September that the company would boost output by
only about 200,000 tons over the next six years. The
firm, which also owns bauxite producer Guinea
Alumina Corp in Guinea, said yesterday that its project
in that country was on track for first production of
bauxite by 2017, while the alumina refinery there
would come onstream in 2022.

MARKAZ INVESTMENT REPORT
KUWAIT: Kuwait Financial Centre (Markaz)
recently released a note on investing in Apple.
In this report, Markaz examines Apple’s business model, its sustainability, and concludes
with a discussion on whether Apple is a suitable investment for GCC institutional investors
and HNIs.
The release of Apple iPhone 6 and iPhone 6
Plus in September 2014 led to strong sales in
both developed and emerging markets.
According to Apple CEO, Tim Cook, 34,000
iPhones were bought every hour of every day
during the last quarter of 2014, prompting several comparisons by various analysts. One
pointed out that Apple had made more profit
in the last quarter of 2014 than what 435 firms
in the S&P 500 had made individually since
2009, while another stated that the company’s
iPhone sales last quarter was worth more than
the sales of Google and Microsoft combined.
What makes this recent success even more
astounding is the fact that Apple has taken the
lead in the Chinese smartphone market for the
first time in terms of number of units shipped.
Apple’s cash reserves alone are worth $178
billion, which is larger compared to any other
corporation in the world, and is more than the
market cap of over 480 companies listed in the
S&P 500. It also exceeds the respective GDPs of
countries such as Kuwait, Morocco, Oman,
Syria, Libya, Lebanon, and Bahrain.
Business strategy
The company’s business strategy hinges on
its ability to design and develop its own operating systems, hardware, application software
and services. Rob Chira, Senior Managing
Director and Technology Analyst at Evercore,
says that Apple’s phenomenal success relied
on its ability to own both the hardware and
the platform. While everyone gave up on that
business model, Apple proved that if you get it
right, the upside leverage is huge.
Apple has invested in own retail and online
stores, and has a third-party distribution network to effectively reach more customers and
provide them sales and support experience. Its
revenues are dominated by sale of iPhones,
which has contributed over 50 percent in the
past few years and currently stands at a staggering 69 percent. With the introduction of the
latest series of iPhones, the number of iPhone
units sold rocketed from 39.3million in Q3
2014 to 74.5million in Q4 2014, a rise of 90 percent. Revenues from the iPhone rose 116 percent, from $23.7billion to $51.2billion, during
the period.
So how’s Apple making all this money,
when over 50 percent of its sales are driven by
a single product? The answer lies in the margin. The store value of an iPhone 6 ($649) or an
iPhone 6 Plus ($749) is over 3.2x and 3.5x,
respectively, of the cost of their individual
components and the labour that goes into
making them.

Analysts wonder how long this revenue
model be sustained, as in the US and Western
Europe close to 70 percent of cell phone users
own a smartphone, and according to Colin
Gills, Analyst at BGC partners, growth in smartphone sales will likely be at the 5 percent to 10
percent range. In the tablet segment, Apple’s
market share has come down to 23 percent in
2014, from 29 percent in 2013. The next rung
of products comes with their own challenges.
Smartwatches haven’t taken off in a big way,
and the global adaptability of Apple Pay
remains uncertain.
While increasing reliance on one product
line is a cause for concern, the company has
recently witnessed a surge in sales emerging
markets, and there is scope for growth in the
other global smartphone markets. But consumers today have a wide range of smartphones to choose from, including BlackBerry,
Android smartphones from Samsung, LG, and
low cost manufacturers like Lenovo, Micromax
and Xiaomi, and while the smartphone market
is forecasted to grow in double digits, most of
the growth would be towards the low- and
mid-priced products, unlike the iPhone, which
caters to the increasingly saturated high-end
market.
But Apple’s ability to integrate its services
across various platforms and devices continues
to drive the company, and trump industry
peers in the market.
Apple’s competitive edge lies in its perceived quality, which aids its entry into new
market segments (TV, smartphone, smart
watch, payment systems). Apple products still
command a premium that ensures its profits
stay well ahead of competitors, who are mostly
involved in volume business. The company’s

it margins to their highest in years. Oil
Minister Ali Al-Naimi has said the kingdom’s
output would likely remain around 10 million bpd, and that he was “very positive”
about Asian oil demand outlook.
The amount of crude supplied to the
market in April was 10.360 million bpd, the
source said. Supply to the market, both
domestically and for export, may differ from
production depending on the movement of
oil in and out of storage.
April’s output eclipsed the previous
recent peak of 10.2 million bpd in August
2013, according to records going back to
the early 1980s. Last week, a senior Gulf
OPEC delegate told Reuters the rise in oil
prices has been supported by strongerthan-expected demand growth and a
slowdown in crude supply, and is likely to
continue into the second half of this
year.—Reuters

Bank Dhofar to issue
dollar Tier 1 bonds
DUBAI: Oman’s Bank Dhofar, the sultanate’s second-largest lender by assets, has picked three
banks to arrange fixed income meetings starting
tomorrow for a potential capital-boosting perpetual bond issue, a document from lead
arrangers showed. The lender, rated BBB-plus by
Fitch and A3 by Moody’s, chose National Bank of
Abu Dhabi and Standard Chartered Bank as
global coordinators. They are joined by Emirates
NBD Capital as lead arrangers for the fixed
income meetings. The US dollar bonds would
boost the bank’s Tier 1 (core) capital, the document showed. The size and tenor of the bonds
were not specified. Investor meetings will be
held in Hong Kong tomorrow, Singapore on
Friday and the United Arab Emirates on Sunday,
concluding in London on Monday.

DP World tightens price
guidance for dollar bond
LONDON: DP World, one of the world’s biggest port
operators, has tightened pricing guidance for its nogrow $500 million, five-year senior bond issue, which is
expected to price later in the day, a document from
lead arrangers showed yesterday. Final guidance for the
bond was set at 160 basis points plus or minus 5 basis
points over midswaps, tighter than initial guidance in
the area of 180 bps over midswaps set on Monday. The
transaction has received orders of seven times its size,
the document showed. Investor meetings for the dollar-denominated offering ended in Dubai on Sunday.
Barclays, Citigroup, Deutsche Bank, Emirates NBD
Capital, HSBC, National Bank of Abu Dhabi and Societe
Generale are arranging the transaction.

Aramco will continue to spend
to keep leading oil position

Saudi Arabia April crude
output hits record high
DUBAI: Top global oil exporter Saudi Arabia
raised its crude production in April to a
record high, feeding its flourishing Asian
market share and its own power plants and
refineries. The world’s top oil exporter
pumped 10.308 million barrels of oil per day
in April, a Gulf industry source told Reuters
on Tuesday, compared to 10.29 million bpd
in March.
“This is an indication of strong demand,
especially from Asia, as well as increasing
domestic consumption during summer,” the
source said. The increase underlined Saudi
Arabia’s determination not to cede market
share to higher-cost producers, such as US
shale drillers. The kingdom and others in
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) had resisted cutting production to shore up oil prices.
It also highlights the strength of global
demand, which has helped lift refinery prof-

The future direction of the firm will rely on
the successful adaptability of Apple Pay, and
other platforms (TV, Car etc.) that can potentially be inducted into the Apple ecosystem. In
the near- to medium-term, Apple will continue
to generate value, and will seek to leverage on
the goodwill of its brand. Either as a stock or as
part of mutual fund, Apple seems a good idea
from a historical context, or when measured
from analysts’ recommendations. As Toni
Sacconaghi from Bernstein Research puts it...
“There is still more room on this ride!”

strength lies in selling premium hardware at
high margins to the high-end smartphone
market, and supports the product with vertical
integration with other Apple products (Mac,
iPad etc.) and by selling content (App Store,
iTunes etc.). Many believe that Apple’s success
lies in the ecosystem that it has created among
its many offerings. While announcing the latest
series of iPhone, Apple’s CEO Tim Cook indicated that the product isn’t a standalone collection of features, but how it all works together
provides the Apple experience.

KHOBAR: Saudi Aramco will dedicate most of its
spending to oil production over the next decade
to maintain its position as the world’s top crude
oil exporter, the state-owned energy giant reiterated in its annual report for 2014. “The bulk of
this spending will be in our upstream activities
to ensure we maintain adequate spare crude oil
production capacity to help stabilize the world
oil market whenever disruptions occur,” it said,
referring to both exploration and production.
Aramco added that in the shorter term it
would also invest in boosting natural gas production to meet rising domestic demand. It did
not give a monetary value for projected spending.
Global oil demand is expected to rise to 111
million barrels per day in 2040 from around 93
million bpd currently, it said. The oil giant has
completed a massive investment program
which took its output capacity up to 12 million
bpd. Aramco said in its latest report that it
planned to bring online the expansion of the
Shaybah oilfield to 1 million bpd in April 2016,
earlier than initially thought; previously, officials
had indicated this would happen by end-2016

or early 2017. But Aramco did not give any
updates on the expansion of the Khurais oilfield,
another big project. At the end of 2014, its
Manifa oilfield almost hit its full production
capacity of 900,000 bpd, it said.
The state oil giant pumped on average 9.5
million bpd last year, with over 62 percent of its
exports going to Asia. Crude oil exports were
slightly lower last year at 2.544 billion barrels or
6.7 million bpd, against 2.677 billion barrels or
7.3 million bpd in 2013. However, oil product
output and exports rose as Aramco brought
new refineries online. It said both its oil and gas
reserves hit all-time record highs, at 261.1 billion
barrels for oil and 294 trillion cubic feet for gas.
Aramco also said its Wasit gas plant was expected to go online this year, while the Fadhili gas
plant was due by 2019. Midyan would be fully
operational by the end of 2016. “Together, our
Wasit, Midyan, and Fadhili gas plants will add
more than 5 billion scfd (standard cubic feet per
day) of non-associated gas processing capacity...”
it said. In 2014, Aramco processed 11.3 billion
scfd of raw gas, an increase of nearly 3 percent
from 2013. — Reuters

Egyptian pound steady
at official auction
CAIRO: Egypt’s central bank kept the pound
steady at 7.53 to the dollar at a foreign exchange
auction yesterday, while the currency strengthened slightly on the black market. The central
bank has held the official exchange rate steady
for more than three months since letting the
pound weaken at the beginning of 2015. This
step and other measures have helped reduce
black market trading significantly. In Tuesday’s
auction, the bank said it had offered $40 million
and sold $37.5 million at a cut-off price of 7.5301
pounds per dollar, unchanged from Sunday’s
rate. The rates at which banks are allowed to
trade dollars are determined by the results of
official auctions, giving the central bank effective
control over exchange rates. The bank used to
hold auctions four days a week but on Thursday
reduced the frequency to three per week.

Rusal executive positive
on China market growth
DUBAI: Top aluminium producer Rusal is positive
about growth in the Chinese market and expects a
deficit in other markets to remain through to 2018, a
senior executive said yesterday. “There is around 1 million tons of deficit outside of China,” Steve Hodgson,
director of sales and marketing at Rusal, told an industry conference in Dubai. He also said consumption of
aluminium per capita in China was expected to grow
from 17.8 kilograms per person in 2014 to 22.9 kg per
person in 2018.

EXCHANGE RATES
Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.
Japanese Yen
Indian Rupees
Pakistani Rupees
Srilankan Rupees
Nepali Rupees
Singapore Dollar
Hongkong Dollar
Bangladesh Taka
Philippine Peso
Thai Baht
Saudi Riyal
Qatari Riyal
Omani Riyal
Bahraini Dinar
UAE Dirham
Egyptian Pound - Cash
Egyptian Pound - Transfer
Yemen Riyal/for 1000
Tunisian Dinar
Jordanian Dinar
Lebanese Lira/for 1000
Syrian Lira
Morocco Dirham

ASIAN COUNTRIES
2.544
4.770
2.977
2.259
3.011
228.160
39.052
3.888
6.848
9.341
GCC COUNTRIES
80.739
83.180
786.610
80.417
82.443
ARAB COUNTRIES
40.650
39.591
1.413
156.410
427.230
2.031
2.158
30.883

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer
302.650
Euro
331.860
Sterling Pound
462.150
Canadian dollar
249.710
Turkish lira
111.130
Swiss Franc
319.250
Australian Dollar
237.730
US Dollar Buying
301.450

GOLD
243.470
124.430
62.900

20 gram
10 gram
5 gram

UAE Exchange Centre WLL
CURRENCIES
Australian Dollar
Canadian Dollar
Swiss Franc
Euro
US Dollar
Sterling Pound
Japanese Yen
Bangladesh Taka
Indian Rupee
Sri Lankan Rupee
Nepali Rupee
Pakistani Rupee
UAE Dirhams
Bahraini Dinar
Egyptian Pound
Jordanian Dinar
Omani Riyal
Qatari Riyal
Saudi Riyal

TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
237.10
250.71
321.80
328.14
303.00
455.35
2.57
3.890
4.816
2.265
3.012
2.983
82.37
804.24
39.60
430.52
785.82
83.44
80.72

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd
Rate for Transfer
US Dollar
Canadian Dollar
Sterling Pound
Euro
Swiss Frank
Bahrain Dinar
UAE Dirhams
Qatari Riyals

b r i e f

Selling Rate
302.700
249.437
459.617
329.308
312.600
801.850
82.718
83.964

Saudi Riyals
Jordanian Dinar
Egyptian Pound
Sri Lankan Rupees
Indian Rupees
Pakistani Rupees
Bangladesh Taka
Philippines Pesso
Cyprus pound
Japanese Yen
Syrian Pound
Nepalese Rupees
Malaysian Ringgit
Chinese Yuan Renminbi
Thai Bhat
Turkish Lira

81.524
427.257
39.596
2.262
4.755
2.979
3.886
6.838
743.019
3.524
2.600
3.973
84.142
49.190
10.262
113.266

Bahrain Exchange Company
CURRENCY
Europe
Belgian Franc
British Pound
Czech Korune
Danish Krone
Euro
Norwegian Krone
Romanian Leu
Slovakia
Swedish Krona
Swiss Franc
Turkish Lira
Australian Dollar
New Zealand Dollar
Canadian Dollar
US Dollars
US Dollars Mint

BUY

SELL

0.007898
0.452542
0.003984
0.040038
0.322966
0.034886
0.086846
0.009023
0.031037
0.310283
0.113673

0.008898
0.461542
0.015984
0.045038
0.330966
0.040086
0.086846
0.019023
0.036037
0.320483
0.120673

Australasia
0.228324
0.224132

0.239824
0.233632

America
0.243396
0.298650
0.299150

0.251896
0.303350
0.303350

Bangladesh Taka
Chinese Yuan
Hong Kong Dollar
Indian Rupee
Indonesian Rupiah
Japanese Yen
Kenyan Shilling
Korean Won
Malaysian Ringgit
Nepalese Rupee
Pakistan Rupee
Philippine Peso
Sierra Leone
Singapore Dollar
South African Rand
Sri Lankan Rupee
Taiwan
Thai Baht

Asia
0.003547
0.047415
0.036949
0.004639
0.000019
0.002464
0.003349
0.000272
0.081325
0.003036
0.002821
0.006732
0.000067
0.223986
0.018963
0.001878
0.009628
0.008964

0.004147
0.050915
0.039699
0.005040
0.000025
0.002644
0.003349
0.000287
0.087325
0.003206
0.003101
0.007012
0.000073
0.229986
0.027463
0.002458
0.009808
0.0009514

Bahraini Dinar
Egyptian Pound
Iranian Riyal
Iraqi Dinar
Jordanian Dinar
Kuwaiti Dinar
Lebanese Pound
Moroccan Dirhams
Nigerian Naira
Omani Riyal
Qatar Riyal
Saudi Riyal
Syrian Pound
Tunisian Dinar
Turkish Lira
UAE Dirhams
Yemeni Riyal

Arab
0.796587
0.038276
0.000084
0.000192
0.423005
1.000000
0.000152
0.021749
0.001249
0.780351
0.082447
0.080097
0.001283
0.152318
0.113673
0.081446
0.001368

0.804587
0.041376
0.000085
0.000252
0.430505
1.000000
0.000252
0.045749
0.001884
0.786031
0.083660
0.080797
0.001503
0.160318
0.120673
0.082595
0.001448
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Iran’s isolated banks
may have slow, painful
return to global system
TEHRAN: Iran may be about to restore
banking links with the rest of the world
after years of separation, but the process
won’t be easy as its Islamic financial system has evolved in ways that will complicate ties with foreign banks. Smothered in
bad debt and shut out of the global system by sanctions, Iranian banks badly
need to resume business with foreign
lenders, for whom this would be a huge
opportunity.
Iran’s Islamic banking assets totalled
17,344 trillion riyals as of March 2014, or
$523 billion at the free market exchange
rate, according to the latest central bank
data, over a third of the estimated total of
Islamic banking assets globally.
But the Iranian banks’ shaky finances
and close ties with their government will
increase the risks of dealing with them.
And during their years of isolation, they
have developed a version of Islamic
finance that is in some ways markedly different from that practiced in other
Muslim-majority states.
The differences may make it hard for
foreign banks, even ones from other big
Islamic banking markets in the Gulf and
southeast Asia, to do business in Iran.
“Given the prevailing socio-political situation, the market in Iran has evolved to
be a highly domestic, stand-alone and
managed banking industry,” said Ashar
Nazim, partner at consultancy EY’s Islamic
banking centre.
BAD DEBT
The sanctions may start to be lifted in
coming months if Tehran and world powers reach a deal to curb its nuclear program by a June 30 deadline. The deal
would trigger a surge of trade and investment into Iran.
“There is huge upside for Iranian banks
- their topline revenue has always been
trade finance and letters of credit,” said
Ramin Rabii, managing director of Tehranbased investment firm Turquoise Partners.
In the Gulf and Europe, Iranian banks
have substantial operations that have
largely been mothballed in the past several years, such as Bank Melli’s sprawling
branch in downtown Dubai. These could
spring to life if sanctions were removed.
But Iranian banks are not in good
shape to exploit another boom. As the
government battled the sanctions in
recent years, it fixed banks’ lending rates
below inflation, which surpassed 40 percent in 2013. Non-performing loans
peaked at 17 percent of total loans in
2013, representing almost 10 percent of
non-oil gross domestic product, according

to the International Monetary Fund.
The administration of President Hassan
Rouhani, who took power in late 2013, has
brought inflation down sharply and
helped banks to begin repairing their balance sheets. Bad or doubtful loans were
13.2 percent of total loans in March 2014,
central bank data shows.
But a full recovery is expected to take
years. Banks may need to raise billions of
dollars of fresh capital through sukuk or
equity sales to take on substantial new
business. Another source of risk is the
banking system’s ties to the government.
There are three state-owned commercial
banks and five specialised government
banks; although Rouhani has declared he
wants the private sector to play a bigger
role in the economy, many of the 19 banks
classified as private have close ties to state
institutions and operate under their influence.
ISLAMIC FINANCE
In 1983, Iran passed legislation converting its entire banking system into an
Islamic one. But it is a unique form of
sharia-compliant banking. Although
Islamic finance is interpreted by scholars
around the world to ban the payment of
interest, Iranian banks can still effectively
use interest-based transactions and retain
the accounting standards of conventional
banking, according to a study by
Pakistan’s central bank.
“All these features indicate Islamic
banking in Iran (is) significantly different
from the basic features of Islamic banking
in other regions of the world,” the study
found.
While the standards of the Bahrainbased Accounting and Auditing
Organization for Islamic Financial
Institutions (AAOIFI) are widely followed
around the world, they are not enforced in
Iran.
Trading of Islamic bonds using the
salam format, a deferred sale contract,
was disallowed by AAOIFI in 2007, for
example. But in Iran’s debt market, salam
is a common form of sukuk. Such differences may make it hard for Islamic as well
as conventional banks to establish ties
with Iran’s banks and do business there, at
least initially. The sharia boards of Gulf
banks would balk at deals with Iranian
institutions that were seen to be unIslamic. “Major issues are the trading of
debt and use of derivatives these are two
very complicated issues in any Islamic
financial system, and in Iran we have very
different approaches,” said one Iranian
banker. — Reuters

ATHENS: People walk by the Greek parliament in central Athens yesterday. Greece admitted yesterday it needed cash as another huge debt
repayment loomed, adding pressure to reach a rescue deal with its EU-IMF creditors to avoid default and crashing out of the euro-zone. — AFP

Greece raids emergency
account to repay debt
Billions in repayments due over next three months
ATHENS: Greece admitted yesterday it was
scraping the bottom of the barrel for cash as
another huge debt repayment loomed, adding
pressure to reach a rescue deal with its EU-IMF
creditors to avoid default and crashing out of
the euro-zone.
Athens only managed to repay 750 million
euros ($845 million) due yesterday to the
International Monetary Fund after tapping into
an emergency account, a central bank source
told AFP as alarm grew over Greece’s dire
finances.
But billions more in loan repayments are due
over the next three months, and Greece’s
Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis warned that
his country risked running out of cash within
two weeks if no deal was reached by then with
its international creditors to unlock the last
tranche of aid funds.
The crisis sent European stocks sinking yesterday, mirroring sentiments across Asia and on
Wall Street. “The liquidity issue is a terribly
urgent issue. It’s common knowledge, let’s not
beat around the bush,” Varoufakis said on
Monday after talks with his Eurogroup counterparts in Brussels.
“From the perspective (of timing), we are
talking about the next couple of weeks.” Athens
has been locked in negotiations with the
European Union, the European Central Bank

and the IMF, seeking to unlock 7.2 billion euros
worth of remaining bailout funds that the creditors are refusing to release unless Greece signs
up to certain economic reforms. With the two
sides standing firm on their positions and
Tuesday’s payment to the IMF due, the government was informed last week by Greece’s central bank chief Yannis Stournaras that it could
draw 660 million euros from a special account
held at the IMF, like all member states.
That account holds Greek reserves and is
only meant to be used in cases of “extraordinary
need”, the central bank source said, adding that
subsequent meetings with government officials
and the IMF led to the release of the funds. The
source added that it was not the first time that
Athens was tapping into the fund, but that in
previous cases smaller sums were withdrawn.
Greece would be required to replenish those
funds as soon as possible, experts said. The
remainder of the sum due to the IMF was
scraped together by the government. In
Washington, the IMF confirmed receipt of the
repayment, declining to give further details.
1.5 bn euros due in June
Even though it narrowly averted default yesterday, Greece faces a punishing debt repayment schedule in coming weeks. Around 1.5 billion euros are due to the IMF in June and then

more than six billion euros to the European
Central Bank (ECB) in July and August. “While
the Greeks may have stumped up some cash to
appease their creditors in the short term, unless
they can get through the current impasse and
reach agreement on austerity measures, markets will remain jittery,” said Mike McCudden,
head of derivatives at stockbroker Interactive
Investor.
Underlining the magnitude of the emergency, Greece’s government said in a statement
Tuesday that local authorities and public agencies turned over 600.3 million euros following
its decree ordering them to transfer their
reserves and help the state cover its short-term
financial obligations.
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras has called on
Greece’s creditors for an “honorable compromise,” and the hard-left government reportedly
plans a number of concessions to win them
over. These include a new VAT rate, along with a
restriction on early retirement and an unpopular property tax that would enable the government to save billions of euros as demanded by
its creditors.
German Finance Minister Wolfgang
Schaeuble yesterday said the “atmosphere has
improved” in the talks with Athens, but stressed
that that did not automatically translate into
progress in the negotiations. -— AFP
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Stocks fall as bond sell-off rattles investors
LONDON: European shares fell sharply yesterday as a sell-off in global bond markets led
investors to trim their exposure to risk. The
pan-European FTSEurofirst 300 index was
down 1.7 percent at 1,568.98 points by 1105
GMT and Germany’s DAX fell 2 percent. “We
think this is temporary volatility that should
work itself out, but it is nonetheless a sign of
caution. We have to keep an eye on the bond
market,” said Ingo Speich, portfolio manager
at Union Investment, who said he would use a
recent build-up in cash to make more investments.
German Bund yields have been rising from
extremely low levels, churning up volatility, in
a global sell-off that has been puzzling analysts since the end of April.
“Should the weakness in bonds and
emerging market currencies continue to

intensify in the days ahead, it will be just a
matter of time till major stock markets around
the world will come under additional pressure
also,” said Markus Huber, senior analyst at
Peregrine & Black.
Greece’s ATG index was down 0.5 percent
after German Finance Minister Wolfgang
Schaeuble said yesterday that an improved
atmosphere in debt talks had not been
matched by progress on matters of substance.
Still, Greece outper formed the wider
European stock market. Athens calmed fears
of a default on Monday by making a 750 million euro ($840 million) payment to the
International Monetary Fund a day early,
although Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis
said the liquidity situation was “terribly
urgent”.
Greece was forced to tap into an emer-

gency account to meet a debt repayment of
750 million euros ($845 million) due yesterday
to the International Monetary Fund, a central
bank source said. Greece narrowly averted a
default yesterday that could have seen it
crashing out of the euro, but warned it faced
another cash crunch in two weeks without a
bailout deal with its EU-IMF financiers.
The market also came under pressure
when easyJet shares fell 10 percent after the
British low cost airline warned it would take a
hit from air traffic strikes in April. Shares in
supermarket groups Ahold and Delhaize were
up after they announced merger talks to create a top 20 global retailer with a major US
presence. Ahold shares gained 1.9 percent
and Delhaize 0.7 percent.
Among other sharp movers, French telecom group Numericable-SFR gained 2.9 per-

cent, after raising its medium-term profitability target and promising more cost
savings than originally planned from its
merger.
Numericable bought mobile operator
SFR from Vivendi last November.
Aggressive cost-cutting by SFR’s new
owner and its parent company, Altice,
paid off in higher operating profit. Altice
shares rose 5.9 percent. German industrial group ThyssenKrupp rose 2.8 percent
after predicting efficiency gains of more
than 2.5 billion euros ($2.8 billion) by
September 2015.
ASIA SCORECARD
Japan’s Nikkei 225 closed flat at
19,624.84 and South Korea’s Kospi was
also little changed at 2,096.77. Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng was down 1.1 percent
to 27,407.18. But Australia’s S&P/ ASX 200
rose 0.9 percent to 5,674.70 and China’s
Shanghai Composite index advanced 1.6
percent to 4,401.22. MSCI’s broadest
index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan
was down 0.2 percent.
Chinese stocks continued to get a
boost from Sunday’s interest rate cut,
which was the third cut in half a year

aimed at shoring up sputtering economic growth. The central bank’s latest move
came after trade data released on Friday
showed imports and exports declined in
April suggesting domestic and foreign
demand are slowing. At the same time,
inflation remains low, giving policymakers leeway to ease monetary policy as
they strive to keep growth from falling
below a 7 percent target.
Wall Street shares slipped after the
Eurogroup meeting, with the Dow and
S&P 500 each shedding 0.5 percent. In
currencies, the euro was down 0.2 percent at $1.1183. The common currency
surged to a two-month high of $1.1392
on Thursday when markets were focused
on improving prospects for the European
economy and surging euro zone bond
yields.
The dollar was little changed at 120.19
yen after climbing modestly overnight as
US Treasury yields rose ahead of $64 billion
in new debt supply hitting the market this
week. The New Zealand dollar hovered
near a two-month low of $0.7328.
Increasing speculation that the country’s
central bank would eventually cut rates has
recently pummeled the kiwi. — Agencies
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Australia unveils budget to
counter hit from commodities
Govt to roll out $4.4bn small business package

SHANGHAI: Investors follow financial information at a stock securities brokerage in
Shanghai yesterday. The benchmark Shanghai Composite Index gained 0.66 percent,
or 28.80 points, to 4,362.38 in morning trading. — AFP

Oil rises towards $66
LONDON: Brent crude futures rose
towards $66 yesterday, lifted by a weaker
dollar and the Yemen conflict, but concerns of oversupply weighed on prices
amid news of record high output from
Saudi Arabia in April and Iraqi plans for
record exports in June.
June Brent crude was up 88 cents at
$65.79 a barrel by 1352 GMT, easing back
from an intraday high of $66.45 a barrel.
June West Texas Intermediate (WTI) rose
58 cents to $59.83 a barrel, after touching $60.55 a barrel earlier in the day.
The dollar was down 0.6 percent
against a basket of currencies. Dollartraded commodities such as oil benefit
from a weaker US unit as it makes them
cheaper for holders of other currencies.
“We had a strong recovery of the US
dollar in the last few trading sessions but
we saw a reverse this morning,” said
Myrto Sokou, a senior analyst at Sucden
Financial. “The weaker dollar is providing
support for prices.” Top global oil
exporter Saudi Arabia raised its crude
production in April to a record high,
feeding its flourishing Asian market
share and its own power plants and
refineries.
The world’s top oil exporter pumped
10.308 million barrels of oil per day in
April, a Gulf industry source told Reuters
yesterday, compared to 10.29 million
bpd in March.
Iraq plans to export a record volume

of crude oil from its southern ports in
June, trade sources familiar with the matter said yesterday. “I think that the global
surplus story is still going to persist and
that’s going to keep a cap on oil prices,”
said Michael Hewson, chief markets analyst at CMC Markets.
Saudi-led air strikes on a rocket base
in the Yemeni capital Sanaa on Monday
killed 90 people and wounded 300, a
local official was quoted as telling the
state news agency Saba. Saudi Arabia
has led a bombing campaign against
Iran-allied Houthi rebel forces in Yemen
since March 26.
A five-day truce was due to begin
between the two sides yesterday
evening. While Yemen is a marginal oil
producer, its proximity to shipping lanes
has raised concerns over supply routes.
Brent dropped to a six-year low of
$45.19 in January before recovering to a
2015 high of $69.63 last week. But analysts warned the recovery may be shortlived as oil supplies continue to increase.
Goldman Sachs said in a note the
price rally itself prevented a reduction
of oversupply and would therefore lead
to lower prices going forward. “While
low prices precipitated the market
rebalancing, we view the recent rally as
premature with crude oil prices expensive relative to current and forecast fundamentals,” the US investment bank
said. — Reuters

CANBERRA: The Australian government yesterday unveiled a
budget it said would support
small businesses and promote
jobs growth as it sought to stimulate a flagging economy hit by
slumping commodity prices. The
budget shifted away from a focus
on reining in a huge deficit after
harsh cuts to welfare, education
and health sparked a voter backlash last year and triggered a challenge to Prime Minister Tony
Abbott’s leadership.
Instead, the government will
roll out a Aus$5.5 billion ($4.4 billion) small business package,
mostly tax cuts, to stimulate
investment in the sector, as well
as a Aus$4.4 billion boost to funding for family-focused policies
such as childcare.
“In this budget, whilst we are
continuing with a credible path of
fiscal consolidation of around half
a percent of GDP per year, we are
mindful that we continue to deal
with some headwinds, but we are
coming through the most difficult
days,” Treasurer Joe Hockey said.
“The Australian economy is going
to grow faster. The deficit is coming down.” The budget papers
showed that forecast tax receipts
had been cut by Aus$52 billion
over the four years to 2017-18,
driven by an almost 50 percent
fall in the price of iron oreAustralia’s biggest export-and
weak wages growth.
But the treasurer said despite
the hit to revenue, the budget
deficit was expected to come in
at Aus$35.1 billion, or 2.1 percent
of GDP, in 2015-16, below analysts’ expectations of more than
Aus$40 billion. The government
also continued to forecast a
return to surplus by 2019-20.
Australia has struggled to
rebalance away from a dependence on mining as an unprecedented resources investment
boom helped the economy avoid
a recession for more than two
decades.
Unemployment has edged up
over the past year, peaking at an
11-year high of 6.3 percent in

SYDNEY: A homeless man sits on a street in the Central Business District of Sydney as the Australian government prepares to release its 2015/16 budget yesterday. Australian Treasurer Joe Hockey insisted he
will deliver a “responsible and fair” budget as the government battles to juggle slumping revenue and a
huge deficit while avoiding a voter backlash. — AFP

January. Consumer and business
confidence were soft on economic concerns.
The central bank has sought to
stimulate growth by cutting interest rates to a new record low of
2.0 percent at its last meeting.
The government forecast that the
jobless rate could rise to 6.5 percent in 2015-16 before declining
to 6.25 percent the following
year.
Economic growth was projected to remain below-trend at 2.75
percent in the coming financial
year before lifting to around
trend growth of 3.25 percent in
2016-17.
Despite the multi-billion dollar
spending measures, Capital
Economics’ Paul Dales said the
stimulatory policies were insufficient to boost growth. “The treasurer has decided to turn his back
on the economy and not provide
a helping hand,” he said in a note,
adding that when last year’s and

this year’s budgets were combined, expenditure was reduced
rather than increased.
Cautious approach
The soft economic data, as well
as voters’ displeasure with last
year’s cutbacks, saw the government take a cautious approach.
Defense was another big winner,
with the government committing
an additional Aus$9.9 billion over
four years compared to last year.
More than Aus$400 million
would be allocated over four
years for Australia’s involvement
in combating the Islamic State
group in Iraq with an extra
Aus$450 million to fight homegrown terrorism and bolster intelligence agencies.
The government sank $100
million into Great Barrier Reef
projects ahead of a UNESCO decision in June that could see the
site listed as “in danger”. Some of
the spending will be supported

by a Aus$980.2 million cut to the
foreign aid budget and more
than $500 million saved following
a successful military-led operation to stop asylum-seekers
reaching Australia’s shores by
boats.
At the same time, Australia is to
go after large multinational firms
shifting profits offshore to minimize taxes, although no figures
for revenue increases were forecast. The budget also outlined
proposals to force companies selling digital products to impose a
goods and services tax, with projected revenues of Aus$350 million over four years. Labor opposition treasury spokesman Chris
Bowen said the budget was about
saving Abbott’s job rather than
growing the economy.
“The fundamental unfairness
of last year’s budget disaster
remains,” he said. “This is a short
sighted attempt to save Tony
Abbott’s job.” — AFP
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Ford highlights in-car family safety to mark Mothers’ Day
DUBAI: Every parent knows that children can cause chaos and
it doesn’t stop once they are in the car. Following the recent
Mothers’ Day celebrations in the US, Ford Motor Company- the
carmaker with the highest number of top US safety ratings of
any automaker - is raising awareness of the unique challenges
parents face while shuttling children from the school gates to
their hobbies and birthday parties.
While parents may set out to be the most cautious drivers
on the road, in-car distractions, sleep deprivation and stress
alter road perception and reaction time to hazards; and those
are only some of the issues mothers face as they simultaneously handle the road and a car full of children.
“When it comes to being a mother, doing everyday tasks
while only half awake is commonplace. However, fatigue
doesn’t just affect energy levels; it also increases irritability
and stress, altering hazard perception and making drivers
more prone to accidents,” says Sue Nigoghossian, general
manager, Communications for Ford Middle East & North
Africa. “In addition, mothers can sometimes ignore the signs
their bodies give them. All too often it’s business as usual,
even if we feel unwell, dizzy or drowsy.”
Driving Skills for Life
Since 2003, Ford’s Driving Skills for Life program (DSFL) has
been teaching newly licensed teen drivers the necessary skills
for safe driving, above and beyond those learnt in standard
driver education programs.
This ongoing CSR campaign arrived in the Middle East in
2013 and, as well as highlighting safe driving habits in
teenagers, delivered programs specifically targeted to meet
the needs of parents in the region.
Alongside simulations of everyday driving scenarios, during a Driving Skills for Life session professional instructors
remind mothers to:
1. Buckle up
Move to a belt-positioning booster seat when the child has
outgrown a child safety seat with internal harnesses, which
usually happens when they reach a height of 144cm. Children
are not secure in an adult seatbelt until the shoulder belt lies
across the chest, not the neck or face, and the lap belt is snug
across the thighs, not the stomach.
2. Know your seats
As your child grows, their child safety seat should be
changed in line with their weight and height to ensure it can
work as designed. When seating your child in a car, use a
LATCH system - available in all Ford and Lincoln vehicles - to

anchor the safety seat, and never place an infant in a rear-facing seat in the front of the vehicle, with an active air bag.
Children under 13 years of age should always sit in the
back seat and if an older child must ride in the front seat,
move the seat back as far as it will go, away from the air bag.
3. Sleep
It may be easier said than done, but sleep is vital to the
ability to respond. According to the US Sleep Foundation, a
parent can lose up to 350 hours of sleep in the first year of
their child’s life. Naps can make up for some of this time, but
the impact on concentration, distraction and attentiveness
behind the wheel cannot be underestimated. If you feel tired
while driving, pull over and take a break, or cut the journey
short where possible.
Driving when pregnant
Expectant mothers are reminded of key safety tips if driving while in the first two trimesters of pregnancy, such as seat
adjustment, correct seatbelt use and airbag deployment.
A three-point safety belt should be worn at all times, with
the shoulder strap placed between the breasts and to the side
of the stomach, and the lap belt securely under the curve of
the bump. A pregnancy seatbelt can be used, which works in
conjunction with standard car seatbelts and uses the diagonal
strap as an anchor. When positioning the seat, ensure a space
of 10 inches is kept between the steering wheel and chest and
that pedals can still be reached comfortably. “In the third
trimester women should avoid driving and sit in the back of
the car, where it is safer. If you do sit in the front seat, make
sure to push the seat back as far as possible in order to protect
your belly from airbag deployment,” Nigoghossian advises.

Safety awareness
Tragically, more than 8,000 people die on the roads in the
GCC every year and another 60,000 are injured, many of them
critically. The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that
by 2020, road traffic injuries will be the third leading cause of
disability adjusted years of life lost in the Middle East.
Ford has a long history of car safety. In 1957 it was the first
automaker to begin research into airbags. In 1966, Ford was
also the first automaker to offer a child restraint system, the
Austro-Guard, and in 1970 became the first automaker to offer
a three point safety belt with auto-locking retractor.
Today, Ford remains a leader in the development of new
safety and driver-aid technologies and cars are equipped with
a number of features to support responsible drivers, such as
Blind Spot Information System (BLIS) with Cross Traffic Alert,
Lane Keeping System, Lane Departure Warning, Active Park
Assist, SYNC with MyFord Touch, AdvanceTrac with RSC (Roll
Stability Control), and the world’s first ever inflatable rear seat
belts.
When it comes to passive restraints systems, Ford’s systems
include the Safety Canopy side airbag system with rollover
protection, which helps protect front and rear outboard passengers in both rollovers and side-impact crashes.
The next-generation driver-side airbag is designed to provide advanced crash protection through the use of a reconfigured curve-shaped tether that pulls in the lower section to
create a “pocket” and help lessen the impact of the airbag on
the driver’s chest and ribs. The current generation of Ford
Explorer features the world’s first rear inflatable seat belts to
enhance rear-seat protection. Additionally, a Side Protection
And Cabin Enhancement (SPACE) Architecture is designed to
help channel crash forces, by using strategically placed steel
rails and tubes under the car body, and in the B-pillars and Apillars.
The story doesn’t end there. Of the new models recently
launched in the Middle East, some safety features include:
• The new 2015 Expedition includes technologies such as
the SYNC with MyFordTouch, passive entry with pushbutton start and Blind Spot Information System with
cross traffic alert
• The all-new 2015 Mustang is the safest Mustang ever,
featuring special driver assist and new airbag technologies
• The new EcoSport boasts electronic brake assist, rear
parking sensors, and a configurable speed alarm
• The all-new 2015 F-150 features Curve Control to automatically provide more aggressive four-wheel braking
when the truck is going into a corner too fast and Blind

Spot Information System with cross-traffic alert uses
radar hidden in the taillamps to detect a vehicle entering
a driver’s blind spot while driving or slowly backing up In
testing, Ford has the most sophisticated crash dummies
on the planet - which it participated in the development
of.
The WorldSID dummy contains more than 220 different
sensors to measure more responses related to potential
injury than any other crash dummy. Ford also created a pediatric crash dummy with a special abdominal insert, similar in
size and shape to a 6-year-old human’s abdomen, to more
accurately help measure the effects of crash forces.
“It’s important that mothers understand their daily
demands shouldn’t take precedence over their health or the
safety of their passengers. The month of May is all about
mothers and it’s the ideal time to bring these issues to the

Zain extends partner market
agreement with Vodafone
M2M finalized at Zain’s Business Services and Solutions Expo in Kuwait

Al Mulla Group
launches MTC
application for
smart devices
KUWAIT: In light of its continuous policy in communicating and interacting with its customers as well as promoting the leading position in satisfying their needs, Al Mulla
Group, exclusive agents of Mitsubishi cars in Kuwait,
launched its official application, “MTC” or “Mitsubishi
Kuwait”, for tablets and portable devices, in compliance
with IOS and Android platform, targeting the customers of
the group who will have free access thereto.
The group declared in a press conference that it is one
of the first companies in Kuwait to launch applications
related to smart devices. It also added that launching these
interactive applications is based on its wish to facilitate the
access by its customers to the different services and offers
provided by the group within the frame of its strategy aiming at continuously offering smart services to customers
so they can benefit from services of an added value that
enriches their experience in the world of technology.
And within the diligent seeking to provide a unique
experience to customers, the new service will provide
many characteristics of which: informing the customers
about the latest Mitsubishi and Fuso cars, setting dates for
test drive, informing the customers of the latest promotions, after sale services including specifying a date for
maintenance and follow up of the car condition during the
repair thereof, assisting services including road service,
informing the customers of the available spare parts and
accessories, informing them of the latest maintenance programs and guarantees available, specifying the locations of
exhibitions and service centers spread in Kuwait, in addition to communicating with the group and delivering suggestions and complaints.
It also stated that the new application is an additional
step in promoting communication and interaction channels with customers in a modern way. The application will
also include a link for connecting the customers to all the
services provided by the group and that are available on
the internet and through social media including Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter and YouTube in order to provide all the
possible information about the group as well as its products and services.
The Group also clarified that Mitsubishi customers in
Kuwait may download the new application for free
through the App store and Google Play Store, by searching
for “MTC” or “Mitsubishi Kuwait” and logging into the
Group official account to enjoy all the exclusive features
covering many concerns and directions.
The Group also added that it seeks to improving its
services and working on satisfying the needs of its customers by providing state-of-the-art methods in order to
facilitate communication with them and listen to their
opinions and suggestions to keep them satisfied all of
which goes in line with the Group’s motto “The Customer
Comes First”.

KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading telecom innovator across eight markets in the Middle East
and Africa, announces the expansion of its
existing Partner Market Agreement with
Vodafone, to deliver Machine-To-Machine
(M2M) services to Enterprise and Government
sectors across the region. The agreement was
discussed during Zain’s participation at the
Mobile World Congress in Barcelona in March
this year and finalized following Vodafone’s
involvement in Zain’s Business Services and
Solutions Expo 2015 held in Kuwait last week.
Vodafone is a leading global provider of
M2M services and this partnership represents a
new and important milestone in Zain’s entry
into the M2M sector. The two telecommunication companies have been working together
for a number of years, and this development
will allow Zain to leverage Vodafone’s experience and benefit from the opportunities
offered by the exponential growth in M2M and
the ‘Internet of Things’ across a variety of vertical sectors such as automotive, asset tracking,
and smart metering.
Vodafone’s expertise in providing smart
metering solutions is a key factor underpinning
the relationship. Globally, Vodafone has successful projects in India, New Zealand, across
Europe, and in the UK where the company is
one of the leading smart metering communications service providers.
M2M connects machines, devices, and
appliances wirelessly to the Internet, transforming them into intelligent devices that exchange
real time information and open up a range of
possibilities for how businesses are run, how
they grow, and how they keep customers happy.

The dynamic nature and application of
M2M services a reset to reshape the way the
world does business. Gartner, a globally
renowned information technology research
and advisory firm has forecast a 30-fold
increase in Internet-connected physical devices
by 2020, up to 26 billion devices.
Scott Gegenheimer, CEO of Zain Group
commented, “The roll-out of M2M services to
our enterprise and individual customers is an
important part of our strategic direction in creating a smarter world. The world is only just
starting to appreciate the huge potential that
comes from the real time monitoring and
analysis of the Internet of Things and M2M traffic and the potential benefits of M2M to the
communities we serve is far-reaching. Through

this partnership with Vodafone, Zain will deliver
M2M services to end-users in a cost-effective
and scalable manner.”
Gegenheimer continued, “Zain is transforming to become a digital services provider, and
the development of M2M services forms a key
building block within this conversion. Our
planned entry into the provision of smart city
solutions and enterprise services will help us
achieve our revenue growth projections, with
many of these activities falling under our Zain
Digital Frontier and Innovation initiative.”
Erik Brenneis, Director of M2M, Vodafone,
commented, “M2M is the foundation for the
Internet of Things and we are looking forward
to supporting Zain and its customers to deliver
world class M2M services. There is a huge

opportunity for new M2M applications across a
whole range of market sectors from connected
cars and smart homes tom Health.”
Cost saving remains one of the primary drivers for businesses to adopt M2M solutions as it
enables them to save time and money by optimizing business processes. Benefits of M2M
include enhanced energy efficiency, improving
safety and security, supporting faster and better decision-making, and even enabling whole
new products, services, and business models.
Put simply, M2M communications are
made possible by a device (such as a sensor)
that is attached to a machine to capture an
event that is relayed over a network delivering
data to applications. The intelligent sensors
are embedded in a remote asset and capture
events such as temperature, location, consumption, heart rate, stress levels, light, movement, altitude and speed. These sensors
include a SIM card that is able to receive and
transmit the event data wirelessly to a central
server where an Application translates this
data into meaningful information that can be
analyzed and acted upon. In addition, M2M
communications can also be used to gain
immediate feedback on how a particular
remote asset is being used, which features are
most popular and what problems such as
errors or breakdowns typically arise. This information is useful for shortening the lead-time
to an improved or updated version or for
offering proactive services, thereby providing
a competitive edge. Zain will start rolling out
M2M services in the second half of 2015 first
in Kuwait on its super-fast nationwide 4G LTE
network, with other country operations following.

Burgan Bank announces
10th Youth Draw
account winner

DUBAI: Filipino actress and celebrity Anne Curtis launches the exclusive collection of Malabar Gold & Diamonds in 18
K gold in the presence of Shamlal Ahamed M P, Managing Director- International Operations and Ranjith K V,
Regional Head, Malabar Gold & Diamonds.

Anne Curtis launches exclusive jewellery
collection of Malabar Gold & Diamonds
DUBAI: Malabar Gold & Diamonds, the leading jewellery retailer
with a strong presence in 9 countries, launched a new line of
products in 18 K gold to cater to the growing needs of their
diverse customers. Filipino- Australian Actress and Celebrity
Anne Curtis unveiled their exclusive collection at a grand event
held on 6 May 2015 at their outlet in Karama Center, UAE, which
was witnessed by a large crowd of jewellery aficionados. Their
new range includes ornaments in 18 K ranging from necklaces,
studs, pendants, rings, bracelets and bangles that reflect
remarkable expertise of craftsmen and unparalleled creativity.
Each piece is a beautiful representation that is dedicated to
every woman who is on a quest in search for the most exquisite,
finely crafted jewellery pieces to meet the tastes of today’s
woman. Like their branded jewellery collections, Ethnix Handcrafted Designer Jewellery; Era - Uncut Diamond Jewellery;
Mine - Diamonds Unlimited; Divine- Indian Heritage Jewellery;
Precia - Precious Gem Jewellery and Starlet - Kids Jewellery,

Malabar Gold & Diamonds is confident of creating waves in this
segment as well with their never-ending charm.
The jewellery group that is renowned worldwide for its wide
range of collection in 22 K gold, diamonds, platinum and precious stones currently operates 132 outlets globally, out of
which 25 are in UAE. Malabar Gold & Diamonds believes in
establishing long standing relationship with each one of their
customers, which doesn’t end with buying a product from their
store. Display of marvelously designed and well-crafted ornaments in traditional as well as contemporary styles at attractive
prices, knowledgeable and experienced staff and customer
friendly policies makes their group stand out from the rest.
The group is at the forefront when it comes to promotions
and offers. As a part of their festive offers, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds gives their customers across GCC and Far East a life
changing opportunity to win a whopping 25 kilos of gold until
30 June 2015.

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank recently announced Jumanah Saleh
Ali Alkhamees as the 10th winner of the Youth Account
draw that entitles young customers to double their student allowances and win an additional KD 200 every
month after transferring their allowance to the “Youth”
account.
With the introduction of the Youth Account draw, customers transferring their student allowances to the bank
will be automatically enrolled into a draw, whereby for
every KD 20 in their Youth Account, customers will be given a chance to win a cash prize of KD 200 every month.
Customers wishing to take part in this draw are advised to
transfer their educational allowance to Burgan Bank’s
Youth account and enjoy their multiple chances of winning.
The bank’s Youth Account was launched for young individuals, around the ages of 15 to 25, who seek to attain a
successful future. There is no KD limit to open an account,
and no minimum balance required to maintain it.
Furthermore, account holders receive free prepaid card
and an ATM card which entitles them to discounts at
selected merchants.
Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the youngest commercial Bank and second largest by assets in Kuwait, with a
significant focus on the corporate and financial institutions
sectors, as well as having a growing retail, and private
bank customer base. Burgan Bank has five majority owned
subsidiaries, which include Jordan Kuwait Bank, Gulf Bank
Algeria, Burgan Bank - Turkey, Bank of Baghdad, Tunis
International Bank, in which Burgan Bank owns a majority
stake. Burgan Bank Group has one of the largest regional
branch networks with more than 231 branches across
Kuwait, Turkey, Jordan, Algeria, Iraq, Tunis, Lebanon and
Palestine.
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SEDD joins hands with OSN to fight TV piracy
SHARJAH: Sharjah Economic Development
Department (SEDD) joined hands with OSN, the
region’s leading pay-TV network, to conduct antipiracy raids, in which three shops in Sharjah were
inspected and fines imposed on the owners for providing illegal TV services.
The three raids were conducted following a workshop organised by OSN for SEDD’s commercial officers. The workshop covered the various types of TV
piracy including Direct-to-Home (DTH) overspill services such as Dish TV, Airtel Digital TV, Sun Direct and
Tatasky - all of which are illegal in the MENA region.

The workshop also covered internet streaming piracy.
Bader Al Salman, Acting Deputy Director of
Commercial Control and Protection Department at
SEDD, said: “We view TV piracy as a serious offence
that violates intellectual property rights and causes
huge losses to our economy. SEDD will issue circulars
to building owners asking them not to permit unauthorised T V distribution services. Fines will be
imposed and products will be confiscated if any violation is brought to our attention. We encourage
people to voluntarily refrain from accessing unau-

thorised TV services. The training provided by OSN
for our officials provided a comprehensive overview
of the impact of TV piracy and we are committed to
taking strong measures to curb the menace.”
David Butorac, Chief Executive Officer of OSN,
said: “We are thankful to SEDD for their solid support
and prompt action in addressing TV piracy. Through
the workshop attended by high-ranking commercial
officers, we highlighted how illegal providers use
unauthorised platforms to access content. To address
TV piracy which impacts not only legal content
providers but also creative industries, it is important

to be constantly vigilant to the new techniques illegal operators adopt. Such committed action by
SEDD will strengthen our drive to eradicate TV piracy
by increasing awareness among end-users and taking stern action against violators.”
According to industry reports, TV piracy costs
the industry over US$500 million every year. The
Anti-Piracy Coalition has launched a campaign
called ‘Do the Right Thing,’ encouraging unauthorised pay-TV subscribers to swap their service for a
legitimate and authorised TV services such as those
offered by OSN.

Verizon buys faded Internet
pioneer AOL for $4.4bn
‘Verizon to provide customers with premium digital experience’

TOKYO: Japan’s computer giant Fujitsu employee displays the prototype model of a
smartphone with iris authentication system, which enables it to identify the user by
iris-pattern instead of password or fingerprint at the preview of the company’s hightech exhibition in Tokyo yesterday. Fujitsu is expecting to put in on the market this
year. — AFP

US cyber commander says
hackers to ‘pay a price’
WASHINGTON: The US strategy of
“deterrence” for cyber-attacks could
involve a wide range or responses,
potentially including the use of conventional weapons, the nation’s top cyberwarrior said Monday. Admiral Michael
Rogers, who heads the US Cyber
Command as well as the National
Security Agency, told a Washington
forum that the idea of cyber-deterrence
is evolving but that there are many ways
to get that message across.
“Because an opponent comes at us in
the cyber domain doesn’t mean we have
to respond in the cyber domain,” Rogers
told a cybersecurity forum at George
Washington University.
“We think it’s important that potential
adversaries out there know that this is
part of our strategy.”
He said the US administration demonstrated this recently by ordering economic sanctions against North Korea following a damaging cyber-attack against
Sony Pictures.
Asked whether conventional military
weapons could be used to respond to
attacks in cyberspace, Rogers said that
many options are on the table. “It’s situa-

tional dependent,” he said. “What you
would recommend in one scenario is not
what you would recommend in another.”
Rogers added that responding in cyberspace is complex because of the different
kinds of attacks and motivations, coming
from individual hackers, organized crime
or nation-states.
But he noted that there are “ways to
apply pressure against a wide variety of
actors from individuals to groups to
nation-states” to get the message across
that “you don’t want go down this road
and if you do, you need to know there is
a price to pay.”
The comments come following an epidemic of cyber incidents against US firms
and growing concerns that attacks could
target “critical infrastructure” such as
power grids or air traffic control.
Rogers has spoken of the idea of
deterrence before, but said US policy is
still evolving to respond to potential
threats. He said the general policy of
deterrence is based on the idea of conveying the message to potential attackers that they will not succeed or that “the
price they will pay will far outweigh any
benefit.” — AFP

NANCAY: A technician works on May 11, 2015 in the control room of the NRT Nancay
Radio Telescope in the central French town of Nancay. The radio telescope was inaugurated 50 years ago by the General Charles de Gaulle to track comets and pulsars
and try to piece together the origns of the cosmos. — AFP

Smartphones among top
gadgets for Americans
WASHINGTON: Smartphones are now
used in 72 percent of US homes and have
become the third most owned electronics
item for Americans, a survey showed
Monday.
The annual survey by the Consumer
Electronics Association found that smartphones trail only televisions, which are in
97 percent of US households, and DVD
players, in 78 percent.
“A strong consumer appetite for mobile
connected devices is causing some very
interesting changes in the (electronics)
ownership landscape,” said Steve Koenig,
market research chief at the association.
“These mobile devices have greatly influenced the type of content Americans consume, and given birth to new emerging
tech categories such as wearable activity

trackers and smart home devices that consumers are beginning to embrace more
broadly.”
The survey showed smartphone ownership jumped eight percentage points in the
past year. Meanwhile tablet computers saw
a big gain of nine points and are present in
54 percent of US households, according to
the study. Laptop computers were number
four on the list at 67 percent, followed by
digital cameras, printers, headphones,
desktop computers and tablets. Video
game consoles held the number 10 spot.
Among the fast-growing items were fitness trackers, up six points to 11 percent,
and digital media streaming devices, rising
five points to 29 percent, the association
said. Basic cell phones meanwhile were on
the decline. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Verizon unveiled plans yesterday to buy AOL for $4.4 billion, bringing
together the US telecom giant and faded
Internet pioneer in a bid to compete better in
online media and advertising. The deal was
described as a way to help Verizon-one of the
largest US mobile carriers and a major broadband provider-build its offerings in video and
other digital content, especially for wireless.
“Verizon’s vision is to provide customers with a
premium digital experience based on a global
multiscreen network platform,” Verizon chairman and chief executive Lowell McAdam said
in a statement.
“This acquisition supports our strategy to
provide a cross-screen connection for consumers, creators and advertisers to deliver that
premium customer experience.”
Once the leading provider of Internet
access, AOL has reorganized primarily as a digital media company with a portfolio of wellknown news sites such as The Huffington Post,
TechCrunch and Engadget.
It also produces its own video content, operates its own advertising platform and continues to serve a small number of dial-up Internet
customers.
No more ‘dumb pipes’
Analysts said the deal gives Verizon a more
diverse array of offerings to draw in customers
as consumers look to online platforms like
Netflix and Amazon instead of traditional television.
“The issue for all the telecom companies is
they don’t want to be turned into dumb pipes,”
said Roger Kay at Endpoint Technologies
Associates. “We don’t know what their plans
are but they need differentiated content to get
people to come to their platform.”
Rebecca Lieb, an analyst who follows digital
media for Altimeter Group, said the primary
motivator for this deal is video.
“Verizon has the pipes, AOL the ability to
monetize streaming video with advertising,”
she said.
“In that respect, the alliance makes a great
deal of sense for both players as digital video
continues to gain traction and viewers, and as
cord-cutting accelerates as a trend.”
Barclays analysts outlined a similar rationale
for the deal. “There is clearly an increasing
amount of content being consumed on
mobile, thus providing a requisite growth in
the potential mobile advertising market to
consider,” the analysts said in a note to clients.
Verizon said it is paying $50 per share of
AOL, whose stock price jumped by almost 18
percent on the deal and was trading at $50.24
in early market action. Verizon said the deal,
which it would fund from cash on hand and
commercial paper, is subject to regulatory
approvals and is expected to close in the coming months.
New chapter for AOL
AOL rose to fame in the 1990s as the dominant provider of Internet access for Americans.
The company distributed CDs enabling computer users to access the Internet for a monthly
fee via dial-up, before consumers turned to
cable or fiber for high-speed access.
AOL took over media giant Time Warner in
2001 at the height of the dot-com boom, with
AOL using its inflated stock as a currency for
the transaction. The deal valuing the firms at
$165 billion was among the largest corporate
mergers ever.
But Time Warner was forced in 2002 to massively write down the value of AOL and the two
firms split at the end of 2009.
The company has evolved rapidly since then
and has focused on digital content and advertising platforms.
Verizon, one of the biggest mobile carriers
in the United States, is looking for ways to
expand its footprint in an increasingly mature
cellphone market.
AOL has been long rumored to be seeking a
merger partner, with considerable talk of a tieup with Yahoo which never materialized.
Verizon could bring in the financial resources
for a push into online advertising. AOL took
just 0.74 percent market share of the $145 billion digital advertising market worldwide in
2014, according to eMarketer, trailing Google
with some 31.4 percent and Facebook’s 7.9
percent. Tim Armstrong, AOL chairman and
CEO, will continue to lead AOL operations after
closing. “The visions of Verizon and AOL are
shared,” Armstrong said in the statement.
Verizon shares were down 0.96 percent at
$49.32. — AFP

This image combination shows the company logos of Verizon Communications (TOP) and Internet
provider AOL. Verizon said yesterday it is buying AOL for about $4.4 billion in a deal that will give
the US telecoms giant increased digital content and advertising platform space. — AFP

2015’s Android flagship
devices are upon us
At the recent Mobile World Congress in devices of 2014, the HTC One (M8).
Barcelona, numerous handset makers Encased in aluminum and featuring an
showcased their latest handsets. Chief incredibly sharper and slightly larger disamong these were their high-end flagship play from its peer M8, and the same 20devices. In this space, they battled to take megapixel main camera but enhanced
a bite out of an extremely ripe Apple, with with the M8’s Duo Camera with the extra
the American giant having already plus 3D effects. The most interesting addireleased not one but two new high-end tion to the new M9 is the fingerprint readdevices to great acclaim in September er below the screen, which lets you quickly
2014.
unlock the phone as well as make payIndeed, with the iPhone 6 and the ments.
iPhone 6 Plus as part of its arsenal, Apple
The new HTC One (M9), codenamed
recorded its largest quarterly profits ever, Hima, is expected to continue down the
with its Q1 2015 earnings tipping the scale same proven path in terms of design lanat $18 billion - yes, 18 billion! This not only guage and build quality. The biggest
made the first three months
improvement will come with
of the year Apple’s biggest
the device’s rear camera, with
quarter to date, but also the
the one area of criticism so far
biggest quarter for any combeing the existing Ultra Pixel
pany in history. While Apple’s
shooter and finally replaced
portfolio ranges from deskwith a 20MP camera. This
tops to laptops to music playarguably makes the HTC One
ers, the real stars of the show
(M9) a no-compromise smartwere the two new iPhone
phone. The HTC M9 and E9
models, with combined sales
come in two different sizes,
totaling 74.5 million units and
following the approach
accounting for the vast
adopted by Apple for its sixthmajority of the vendor’s mongeneration iPhone.
ster revenues.
So with Apple’s offerings
Successor
already in the retail space,
Apart from the unveiling of
attention
shifted
to
the Samsung Galaxy S6 and
Saad Elkhadem
Barcelona, where a host of
the HTC One (M9) in
eagerly anticipated new
Barcelona, it is worth menAndroid offerings were unveiled, including tioning two new offerings from Sony and
handsets from Samsung and HTC. The for- LG. The latter’s G3 handset garnered stellar
mer has had a tough year; its Galaxy S5 reviews in 2014 and its successor, the G4,
device did not make the waves the vendor seems on track to doing the same.
had hoped for, and its earnings and market
As for Sony, the company is currently
share both fell as a result. So it’s fair to say sailing in turbulent waters as it tries to turn
that Samsung’s next move is a big one.
things around for its ailing handset busiTo this end, the Galax y S6 is being ness. The vendor’s current Z3 device has
referred to as Project Zero, in essence serv- been well received, but this hasn’t translating as a complete rethink of the phone ed into the kind of high sales volumes the
altogether. Among the most criticized ele- vendor was hoping for. The Z4 was origiments of Samsung’s previous flagship nally slated for a MWC 2015 unveiling, but
devices were the inclusion of bloat ware it looks as though consumers will have to
and variables in build quality. But with the wait a little longer to see it.
Galaxy S6, the company has started from
The smartphone market is really heating
the ground up. The phone features unique up as the mobile landscape has shifted
applications, along with aluminum materi- drastically over the last 12 months, with
als and curved edges, which has already some of the biggest names in the business
gained a lot of public attention.
coming under intense pressure from their
rivals. As such, 2015 will be a critical year
Fingerprint reader
for manufacturers looking to reasser t
Samsung’s TouchWiz software is antici- themselves in the field.
pated to be incredibly toned down in comFlagship devices may represent just one
parison to previous offerings, and the portion of the mobile cake, but it’s a servrumour mill also has an Edge variant in the ing that is growing by the quarter, particuoffing, as is the case with the Galaxy Note larly in this part of the world. Indeed, IDC
4. A QHD Super AMOLED display and 20 data shows over 40% of all smartphones
MP cameras are among the other goodies shipped to the GCC in Q4 2014 fell into the
on offer.
$450+ price category. And while building a
When it comes to HTC, the vendor great flagship device is obviously the key,
might not be comparable to Samsung or how vendors then market their devices
Apple in terms of size and sales. But that and approach the distribution channel will
didn’t stop it from releasing one of the ultimately decide how much of that cake
most well-received flagship Android they get to eat.
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In forensics, ‘microbiome’ may be the new ‘fingerprint’
MIAMI: A person’s gut bacteria and the colony
of microbes that live in the body and on the skin
may serve as a unique identifier, much like a fingerprint, researchers said Monday.
The study led by Harvard University is the first
to investigate just how identifiable people are
based on their bacteria, which can vary substantially based on a person’s age, diet, geographic
location and overall health.
“Linking a human DNA sample to a database
of human DNA ‘fingerprints’ is the basis for forensic genetics, which is now a decades-old field,”
said lead author Eric Franzosa, research fellow in
the Department of Biostatistics at Harvard.

“We’ve shown that the same sort of linking is
possible using DNA sequences from microbes
inhabiting the human body-no human DNA
required.”
Scientists found that stool samples were particularly reliable. Up to 86 percent of people
could be identified by their gut bacteria after
one year.
Skin samples were less reliable. About one
third of those could be matched to a person
after one year, said the study in the Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences.
But even if the samples could not be
matched, there were very few false positives. In

most cases, either a match was made or it was
not, but rarely did it identify the wrong person.
The study was based on a pool of 120 people,
among the 242 who have donated their stool,
saliva and skin samples to the Human
Microbiome Project, which maintains a public
database for researchers.
A computer science algorithm was used to
establish individual codes based on the donors’
microbiomes.
These codes were then compared to the same
people’s samples collected during follow-up visits, as well as to a pool of strangers. Researchers
said their study shows it is possible to match

human microbiome samples across databases.
But they also raised the issue of ethics, warning that the practice could expose sensitive personal information such as the presence of a sexually transmitted infection, which could be
detected from the microbiome without the subject’s own DNA or consent.
“Although the potential for any data privacy
concerns from purely microbial DNA is very low,
it’s important for researchers to know that such
issues are theoretically possible,” said senior
author Curtis Huttenhower, associate professor
of computational biology and bioinformatics at
Harvard. — AFP

EU court rejects
commissioner’s claim he
was forced to resign
LUXEMBOURG: An EU court yesterday
rejected former health commissioner John
Dalli’s claim that he had been wrongfully
forced to resign over a tobacco-linked influence-peddling probe.
The General Court of the European
Union ruled that Dalli, a Maltese politician,
had resigned of his own accord during an
October 16, 2012 meeting with then
Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso
and rejected his bid for compensation of
1.9 million euros ($2.1 million).
“The court finds that Mr. Dalli resigned
voluntarily, no formal request for his resignation having been made by President
Barroso,” said the court, which is second
only to the European Court of Justice.
It added that Dalli “resigned orally,” he
gave verbal confirmation to other commission officials and did not immediately challenge a commission statement referring to
his resignation.
“The court dismisses the action as inadmissable. The court in consequence also
rejects Mr. Dalli’s claim for compensation,” it
said.
He stepped down after the EU fraud
office OLAF said a Maltese entrepreneur
used his contacts with Dalli to seek a bribe
from a Swedish firm, Swedish Match, in
return for changes to draft tobacco legisla-

tion, particularly on the EU export ban on
snus.
Snus, or Swedish snuff, is a moist powder tobacco originating from dry snuff.
Though its sale is illegal across the EU, it is
manufactured and used in Sweden, which
has an exemption, and Norway, which is
not an EU member.
Dalli, who categorically denied all
wrongdoing, has said Barroso called him in
and demanded he resign within the halfhour, denying his request to give him 24
hours.
Dalli has repeatedly claimed he was set
up by the tobacco lobby in order to delay
anti-smoking legislation.
Dalli told the court last year that when
summoned by Barroso in 2012, he had no
idea why and was surprised by the charges
as well as the Commission president’s
demand for his immediate resignation.
Called to testify, Barroso stated that he
had asked the EU’s top health official to
explain behaviour “not in keeping with the
proper conduct of a commissioner.”
“Dalli resigned of his own will in my
office,” Barroso added. The court said an
appeal may be brought before the EU
Court of Justice, the highest court, within
two months of notification of the decision. — AFP

Second quake part
of chain reaction
PARIS: The 7.3-magnitude earthquake
that struck Nepal yesterday, 17 days
after a lethal 7.8 temblor, is part of a
chain reaction in a notorious seismic
hotspot, scientists said.
Like buttons popping off one by one
from a shirt that is ripped open, a large
quake displaces stress to another part of
a fault, causing it to rupture, they said.
“Large earthquakes are often followed by other quakes, sometimes as
large as the initial one,” said Carmen
Solana, a volcanologist at Britain’s
University of Portsmouth.
“This is because the movement produced by the first quake adds extra
stress on other faults and destabilises
them,” she told the Science Media
Centre (SMC), a not-for-profit organisation based in London.
“It is a chain reaction.”
Yesterday’s quake hit 76 kilometres
(47 miles) east of the Nepalese capital
Kathmandu, followed around half an
hour later by a second tremor of 6.3
magnitude. The April 25 quake, which
killed more than 8,000 people, occurred
a similar distance west of Kathmandu.
Both events happened on the same
fault, where the Indian and Eurasian
plates of the Earth’s crust meet, bumping and jostling.
“Since the first earthquake in April,
aftershocks have been migrating more
or less southeastwards,” Nigel Harris, a
professor of tectonics at Britain’s Open
University, told the SMC.
“There has been a rip in the underly-

ing plate which has suddenly moved
west to east, and this second earthquake is an extension of that process.”
The April 25 and May 12 quakes were
shallow, which means that ground shaking is far greater than with temblors that
occur at depth, the scientists said.
Pascal Bernard, a seismologist at the
Institute for Planetary Physics in Paris,
said aftershocks in the region were
unlikely to be greater than five magnitude.
Over 80 years prior to Tuesday’s
quake, eastern Nepal had an 8.1 temblor in 1934. Around 10,700 people
were killed in Nepal and neighbouring
India.
“This means that pressure between
the two tectonic plates in this region
has significantly eased,” Bernard told
AFP.
At the interface of the two plates, the
Indian plate is riding upwards at around
two centimetres (fourth-fifths of an
inch) a year.
The movement is not smooth but
rather laden with friction, leading to
sharp and potentially destructive jolts as
stress builds up.
“The boundary region of the India
and Eurasia plates has a history of large
and great earthquakes,” the US
Geological Survey (USGS) said on its
website.
“Prior to April 25, four events of
magnitude six or larger had occurred
within 250 km of this area over the past
century.” — AFP

AMRITSAR: Indian nurses hold candles as they pay tribute on the occasion of 195th
birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale and mark International Nurses Day at government hospital in Amritsar yesterday. International Nurses Day is celebrated around
the world every May 12, the anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth. — AFP

KARACHI: Pakistani commuters drive past a pile of dog carcasses at the road side in Karachi yesterday. The city municipality has launched a
campaign to eliminate stray dogs whose numbers are increasing alarmingly. — AFP

GOP abortion bill requires
docs to help fetus survive
Focus on saving fetus hailed by anti-abortion groups
WASHINGTON: Doctors performing late-term
abortions would be required to take steps to
give the fetus the best chance of survival,
according to a Republican bill the House plans
to debate this week.
The legislation requires that if the fetus seems
capable of surviving outside the womb, a second, neonatal doctor must be present to provide
care and rush it to a hospital.
The provisions are part of a broader bill criminalizing most abortions starting at the 20th
week of pregnancy. Though the overall measure
was described last week by GOP aides and lobbyists, language detailing the efforts required to
save the fetus’ life was not available until the
measure’s full text was posted online Monday.
That focus on saving the fetus has been
hailed by anti-abortion groups, who strongly
support the overall legislation.
GOP leaders added the provisions aimed at
saving the fetus’ life to a late-term abortion ban

bill that was slated for debate in January. They
abruptly postponed that debate after
Republican women and moderates objected
that a rape victim would only be exempted from
the abortion ban if she had reported her assault
to a law enforcement agency.
The new version of the bill drops that requirement and allows rape victims to receive lateterm abortions if they receive counseling or
medical care - though not from an abortion clinic - within 48 hours of the procedure. The
women had complained that requiring a report
to law enforcement officials was unduly harsh
and could portray the GOP as insensitive toward
women.
As with the original bill, the measure’s other
exemptions to the late-term abortion ban
include mothers whose lives are in danger and
minors who are incest victims and report the
assault to law enforcement authorities or agencies that respond to cases of child abuse.

Doctors - but not mothers - who violate the law
could be subject to fines and up to five years in
prison.
Newly added to the bill is a requirement that
the mother sign a consent form acknowledging
that an attempt will be made to let her fetus be
born alive unless the mother’s health would be
threatened. In addition, women would be able
to bring civil actions against doctors who violate
the law, and the federal government would be
required to compile statistics on abortions performed under the law.
Republican aides and lobbyists say the new
bill was written after months of consultations
with anti-abortion lawmakers and Republican
women who objected to the initial bill.
House debate is scheduled for today.The
measure is likely to be strongly opposed by
Democrats and faces a likely veto threat from
President Barack Obama, giving it little chance
of becoming law. — AP

Bird flu found in Indiana, 15th state to report
INDIANA: A strain of avian flu that until now had been found
only in the Western United States has cropped up in Indiana,
bringing the total number of states affected by the virulent
outbreak to 15, the US Department of Agriculture said on
Monday.
The eastward spread of any strain of the highly contagious H5 virus is worrying to farmers and investigators, who
have hoped that warmer spring weather would help lower
the number of infections in birds and curtail the virus’ spread.
The H5N8 strain found in a backyard poultry flock in
Indiana is concerning to them also. It is different from the
H5N2 strain that has been confirmed in scores of Midwestern
farms and resulted in the death or culling of nearly 30 million
birds so far.
The highly pathogenic H5N8 strain had been seen only in
the Pacific flyway during this outbreak. Federal and state officials have confirmed it in commercial chicken and turkey
farms in California and a backyard poultry flock in Oregon. It
was also found in captive falcons in Idaho and Washington,
according to the USDA.
How the H5N8 virus moved eastward is not yet known.
“We’re working on the epidemiology, but the new finding of
H5N8 is mostly likely due to a new introduction by waterfowl,” USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
spokeswoman Joelle Hayden said in a statement.
The H5 strains in the current US outbreak pose a low risk
to human health, experts say, and no human infections have
been identified so far.
Eggs companies hit
The US poultry and egg industry has been grappling for
months with the biggest outbreak on record of avian influenza in the United States.
The economic ripple effects are starting to be felt, from
baked goods companies feeling a squeeze on egg supplies
to Hormel Foods Corp unit Jennie-O Turkey Store announcing a planned, temporary layoff of 233 workers at a
Minnesota plant because the outbreak has reduced turkey
supplies.
On Monday, shares of the largest US egg supplier, CalMaine Foods Inc, touched a record high after theflyonthewall.com said research firm Sidoti & Co raised its price target
on the stock, citing better egg pricing power following a
shortage of egg-laying hens due to the outbreak.
Last week, Post Holdings Inc said that chickens at one of
its third-party contractors, which accounts for about 10 percent of the company’s egg supply, had tested positive for
bird flu. The company, which said it is analyzing the financial
impact of the news, did not respond to requests for comment. — Reuters

IOWA: This Nov 25, 2014, file photo, shows eggs for sale in a Des Moines, Iowa, grocery store. Prices for eggs and turkey meat are edging up as the bird flu in the
Midwest claims an increasing number of chickens and turkeys. — AP
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Feds close insurance loopholes on preventive care
WASHINGTON: From contraception to colonoscopies, the Obama administration Monday
closed a series of insurance loopholes on coverage of preventive care.
The department of Health and Human Services
said insurers must cover at least one birth control
option under each of 18 methods approved by
the FDA - without copays.
Also, insurers can’t charge patients for anesthesia services in connection with colonoscopies to
screen for cancer risk.
President Barack Obama’s health care law
requires most insurance plans to cover preventive
care at no additional charge to patients. That
includes employer plans serving about 3 in 4
workers.

The types of services covered generally dovetail with the recommendations of a government
advisory panel. Also on the list are birth control
pills and other contraceptives.
But independent experts and women’s groups
had recently found coverage gaps for some birth
control methods. Insurers said they were trying to
comply with the law, but that federal rules did not
provide enough detail.
“This has been a problem for women,” said
Cindy Pearson, executive director of the National
Women’s Health Network. “It seems like some
insurers were trying to control costs under cover
of medical management.” Her organization advocates on reproductive health and other issues.
Other services covered without copays or cost-

sharing include:
Preventive screening, genetic counseling and
BRCA genetic testing for women at increased risk
for having a potentially harmful mutation in
genes that suppress cancerous tumors.
Prenatal care and other services to promote
healthy pregnancies. The requirement applies to
insurance plans that cover children as dependents.
Certain preventive services for transgender
people. For example, a mammogram for a transgender man who has residual breast tissue.
On birth control, insurers will be required to
offer at least one no-cost option in each FDAapproved category. These include daily birth control pills as well as longer-acting hormonal patch-

es and IUDs, and the morning-after pill. The
option provided can be a generic, but if a
woman’s doctor says a more expensive alternative
is medically necessary, the plan must cover it
without a copay.
Insurance billing is notorious for breaking
down procedures into different subcategories.
The new rules made it clear that patients cannot
be billed a copay for anesthesia during a
colonoscopy.
“The plan or issuer may not impose cost sharing with respect to anesthesia services performed
in connection with the preventive colonoscopy if
the attending provider determines that anesthesia would be medically appropriate for the individual,” HHS said in its guidance document. — AP

Farmers worry
over reach of
EPA water rules
WASHINGTON: Government rules to clarify
which streams, tributaries and wetlands
should be protected from development
and pollution are fueling political anger in
the country’s heartland.
The Environmental Protection Agency
rules proposed last year have become a top
issue of concern for many farmers and
landowners who say there are already too
many government regulations that affect
their businesses.
The EPA says its water rules simply clarify - and don’t expand - what smaller bodies
of water are regulated under the Clean
Water Act. Some lawmakers say it’s overreach that is aggravating longstanding
trust issues between rural areas and the
federal government.
In response to that frustration, the
House will consider a bill yesterday that
would withdraw the rule and force the EPA
to further consult with state and local officials before rewriting it. The rule would
“trample on private property rights and
hold back our economy,” read a memo sent
out by the office of House Majority Leader
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., before the House
floor debate. The White House has threatened to veto the legislation.
A bipartisan group of senators introduced a bill last month that would force
the EPA to rewrite the rules by the end of
next year. “We’ve got a whole lot of pent-up
frustration and concern because it seems
like every time they turn around, there is a
new set of regulations for farmers to be
concerned about,” says North Dakota Sen.
Heidi Heitkamp, a Democrat who is backing the Senate bill. Heitkamp, narrowly
elected in a competitive Senate race in
2012, says it’s the number one issue she
hears about from farmers.
Proposal not clear
“It’s the perfect example of the disconnect between Washington and rural areas,”
says Indiana Sen. Joe Donnelly, another
Democrat backing the legislation.
Lawmakers say they believe that the
proposed “waters of the United States”
would expand the government’s reach over
these smaller bodies of water.
Under fire, EPA officials have acknowledged they may not have written the proposal clearly enough, and said final rules
expected in the coming months will better
define which waters would fall under the
law. “I want to tell you up front that I wish
we had done a better job of rolling out our

clean water rule,” EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy told the National Farm Bureau
Federation, a staunch opponent, in March.
Still, the agency argues the rules are
necessary to make clear which waters are
regulated in the wake of decades-long
uncertainty and two US Supreme Court rulings on the issue. The 2001 and 2006 decisions limited regulators’ reach but left
unclear the scope of authority over some
small waterways, like those that flow intermittently.
Broadly, the EPA’s proposed rules would
assert federal regulatory authority over
streams, tributaries, wetlands and other
flowing waters that significantly affect other protected waters downstream. That
means some operations that wanted to
dump pollutants into those waters or
develop around them would have to get a
federal permit.
Farm ditches
McCarthy says one out of three
Americans gets their drinking water from
sources that aren’t clearly protected. “We’re
making a targeted effort to protect the
waters that matter most,” she told the Farm
Bureau audience.
Farm groups are particularly concerned
over the definition of tributar y and
whether common farm ditches would be
regulated. EPA says it would only regulate
farm ditches that are constructed through
wetlands or streams and flow year-round.
The EPA has been working to clear up
misconceptions, putting to rest rumors that
puddles in your back yard would be regulated, for example. Farming practices that
are currently exempted from the Clean
Water Act - plowing, seeding and minor
drainage, among other things - will continue to be exempted.
Many farmers aren’t swayed. Missouri
rancher David Luker says he’s already spent
thousands of dollars trying to comply with
the Clean Water Act because several shallow streams run through his farm. “It seems
like you can’t do anything anymore without
some agency being in control or having
oversight over what you are doing,” Luker
says.
Supporters of the law say blocking the
rules could mean even more confusion.
John Divine of the Natural Resources
Defense Council urged patience while the
final rule is crafted. “I think it’s important
that folks see what’s in the final package
before condemning it,” Divine said. — AP

GAZA CITY: Palestinian engineer, Diaa Abu Assi (2nd-R) speaks to a member of statt next to a machine that makes seawater potable on
February 28, 2015 in Gaza city. The project uses nanotechnology to reduce the salinity in seawater to a drinkable level, as it it pumps water at
high speed through large iron pipes and filters made of nano-material to extract the saline, which is then retreated with minerals that were
removed during the desalination process. — AFP

Gaza engineer seeks solution to water woes
‘Idea is to save Gaza from disaster that awaits’
GAZA CITY: With Gaza’s supply of drinking water
expected to dry up by 2020, a Palestinian engineer is
pioneering a machine to make seawater potable for
residents of the coastal territory. Diaa Abu Assi, a 29year-old father-of-two, has spent much of his spare
time in the past 18 months developing the system,
which he hopes will be instrumental in saving lives in
the besieged enclave.
“In five years, there will be no drinkable water in
Gaza,” Abu Assi says. “Water shortages are a real
threat to life in Gaza. The only solution is to filter
water from the Mediterranean.”
Funded by Gaza’s Islamic University-which is
linked with the enclave’s rulers Hamas-in cooperation
with an Omani research organisation, the project uses
nanotechnology to reduce the salinity in seawater to
a drinkable level.
It pumps water at high speed through large iron
pipes and filters made of nano-material to extract the
saline. The water is then retreated with minerals that
were removed during the desalination process.
The filter contains microscopic pores which are
small enough to block the chlorine and sodium ions
in seawater while allowing through the water molecules.
“The idea is to save Gaza from the disaster that
awaits it in the next five years by using the one

resource we do have-seawater,” Abu Assi says. Gaza,
home to 1.8 million Palestinians, consumes 180 million cubic metres of water per year, half of which is
used in agriculture and industry.
Gaza could be ‘uninhabitable’
The United Nations estimates that Gaza’s population will grow by almost another 500,000 people in
the next five years, which will push demand to an
expected 260 million cubic metres of water annually.
Given Gaza’s current water resources, the territory
would become “uninhabitable,” according to Robert
Turner, director of operations in Gaza for the UN
agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA).
Gaza now depends on groundwater from its
coastal aquifer for supplies, but the enclave’s water
authority says 97 percent of its resources are polluted
due to over-extraction and sewage contamination.
Abu Assi’s machine can treat some 1,000 litres a
day-a drop in the ocean for now, but he and his partner, fellow engineer Ala al-Hindi, say they will not stop
there.
Hindi says they are seeking $300 million (274 million euros) to build a water treatment plant that has a
much greater capacity.
But given the reality in Gaza, the two have struggled to raise funds. “There’s always a fear that projects

will be destroyed in the next Israeli bombardment,”
Hindi says. During last summer’s 50-day war with
Israel-which claimed 2,200 Palestinian lives and 73 on
the Israeli side-Gaza’s sole power station was hit, causing hours-long blackouts. Abu Assi and Hindi have
asked the Palestinian government based in Ramallah
for assistance, but have had no response.
Local officials have no doubt of the need for a sustainable water supply.
‘Alternative sources’ needed
Munzer Shublaq, a water authority official in Gaza,
said it was essential to “find alternative sources and
stop pumping from the aquifer”.
To meet current needs, authorities are having to
pump four times the amount of water from the
aquifer than is acceptable, Shublaq said.
The UN has warned the aquifer could become
unusable as early as next year. “With no perennial
streams and low rainfall, Gaza relies almost completely on the underlying coastal aquifer,” an UNRWA
report from 2012 said. “As groundwater levels subsequently decline, seawater infiltrates from the nearby
Mediterranean Sea.” Pollution of drinking water is
“compounded by contamination of the aquifer by
nitrates from uncontrolled sewage, and fertilisers
from irrigation of farmlands,” it said. — AFP
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The Sultan Center hosts book
signing event for expert on child
nutrition Annabel Karmel

A

s part of its ongoing commitment to the Kuwait community and as part of The Sultan Center’s “Because
We Care Program” in conjunction with Raad Stores,
TSC hosted a book signing event by renowned author and
leading expert on child nutrition in the UK, Annabel Karmel.
A number of ladies across Kuwait attended the event that
took place on Sunday, April 26th at TSC-Salmiya branch.
The book signing provided the attendees with expert
advice from Annabel Karmel, who shared her knowledge
and experience on cooking and healthy, tasty and nutritional food.
Having published 37 books on healthy eating for babies,

toddlers and expectant mothers, Annabel Karmel’s book
offers insight into healthy eating habits for children, while
stressing the importance of a balance diet. Her books offer
recipes and suggestions on how to transform a bland meal
into a fun, tasty, healthy dish for children who are selective
eaters.
Commenting on the event Marketing Manager at TSC,
Lisa Al-Ghareeb, said: “we are honored to have Annabel
Karmel visit The Sultan Center and have the opportunity for
our customers to meet her and discuss the importance of
healthy eating habits for babies, toddlers and families.” she
said.

KNES shines again in Arabic and Islamic competitions

O

nce again Kuwait National English School shines at the competitions organised by the Ministry of Education in poetry in
Arabic, reading and memorizing Quran and Al Hadeth in

Islamic.
Student at Kuwait National English School obtained once again
the top ranks among all foreign and public schools.
Congratulations to the staff from Kuwait National English School
and students.

EC’s Gulf Cruise
game re-operated

T

EC’s active PR and marketing manager, Sager AlBader stressed that all games at the company’s various facilities were periodically maintained by highly
qualified and skilled engineers and technical staff members and that standard safety precautions used worldwide
were used in them all.
Further, Al-Bader said that the Arabian Gulf Cruise trip
game was resumed after the after proper repairs and renovations were done to match safety standards.
Moreover, Al-Bader said that visitors to the
Entertainment City can enjoy a variety of free games,
including this one, and that the city has already started its
summer operating hours from 5:00 pm till 1:00 am all
weeks long in addition to allocating Mondays for women.

Sager Al-Bader

Artist Johnarts presents a caricature to Indian cine actor Mukesh during the Upasana Dance School program recently.

Powrasamathi - Kuwait bids
farewell to Somu Mathew
Faizal Elate honoured with
Moinkutty Memorial Award

T

he prestigious Moinkutty Memorial Award installed
by Mappila Kala Vedi Kuwait, for the year 2015, was
presented to Faizal Elate by AK Srivastava (Second
Secretary, Information & Press, Indian Embassy, Kuwait) at

the grand 2nd annual celebration ‘Pathinalamrav 2015”
held at Indian Community School Kaithan. He was honored for his contributions made in the field of Mappila art
forms.

P

owrasamathi, Kuwait gave a warm farewell to
Somu Mathew who is leaving Kuwait for good
after his 23 years of service in Kuwait. The
farewell meeting was held at United Indian School,
Abbassiya, which was presided by Sam Pynummoodu.
Thomas Chandy, M.L.A. honoured Somu Mathew with
the memento. Somu was an active presence in all
social and political gatherings, and was well known for
his initiative and dedication to community needs.
Felicitations were given by Joy Mundakadu, Saji

Thomas Mathew, M.M. Mathai, M. A Hilal, Adv. John
Thomas, Babuji Bathery, Oommen George, Adv.
Thomas Panicker, Hidine Thomas, Sam V. Thomas
and Abubaker. Johnarts presented him with his caricature. Raju Zachariah and Chessil Ramapuram rendered welcome speech and vote of thanks, respectively.
Somu Mathew, who is the son of former M.P. Pala
K.M. Mathew, shared his treasured experiences with
Powrasamathi, in his reply speech.
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KIPCO Vice Chairman, Faisal Al Ayyar (center) presenting the ‘KIPCO Group Employee of the Year 2015’ award to the Gulfsat team.

KIPCO announces 2015 achievement awards

K

KIPCO Vice Chairman (Executive), Faisal Al Ayyar (left) and KIPCO Group COO, Samer
Khanachet (right) presenting the ‘KIPCO Group Best Company of the Year 2015’
award to GIG CEO, Khaled Al Hassan (center).

IPCO - the Kuwait Projects Company - announced
the winners of its annual achievement awards.

The awards were presented by KIPCO’s Vice Chairman
(Executive), Mr Faisal Al Ayyar, and Group Chief Operating
Officer, Samer Khanachet, at the company’s 9th Annual
Gala Dinner which took place in the Sheikha Salwa Hall at
the Marina Hotel, Salmiya. The event brought together
over 350 KIPCO Group employees from over 20 companies
across the MENA region.
The ‘KIPCO Group Best Company of the Year 2015’ was
awarded to Gulf Insurance Group. GIG has been with the
KIPCO Group since 1996 and has grown to become one of
the MENA region’s leading insurers. The award was presented to GIG CEO, Khaled Al Hassan.
The ‘KIPCO Group Employee of the Year 2015’ award
went to the management team of Gulfsat, a subsidiary of
United Network, for their achievement. The award was presented to the Chairman of United Networks, Mahmoud Al
Sane, Gulfsat CEO, Mohammad Al Haj, and his team.
The winners of ‘KIPCO Best Employee of the Year 2015’
were Eman Al Awadhi and Abeer Al Omar.

KIPCO Vice Chairman (Executive), Faisal Al Ayyar (center) and KIPCO Group COO, Samer
Khanachet (far right) presenting the ‘KIPCO Best Employee of the Year 2015’ award to Ms
Abeer Al Omar (second from left) and Ms Eman Al Awadhi (second from right).

Indian Lawyers’ Forum
holds family get together

I

ndian Lawyers’ Forum, the professional association of
Indian Lawyers and Law Graduates working in Kuwait
conducted its family get together & legal seminar at
Mangaf. The function was presided over by the President
Advocate Palavilayil Thomas Panicker. The function was
inaugurated by lighting the traditional lamp by President
Thomas Panicker, General Secretary Suresh Pulikkal and
other office bearers.
Adv. Mohammed Basheer, General Convener welcomed
the members. General Secretary, Adv. Suresh Pulikkal pre-

sented the report of the last executive meeting. The
Treasurer, Adv. Vinod kumar read out the audit report of
ILF. The meeting decided to conduct a legal seminar and
annual day program on November 6th 2015. Rajan Mishra
was selected as the Webmaster for the new Web.
Adv.Rema, Ansari, Tasneem were entrusted with updating
the directory. 26 ILF Lawyer members and their families
participated in the function. Those who are interested in
touch with the forum may email: advpanicker@gmail.com
http://www.indianlawyerskuwait.com

IKEA recalls PATRULL KLAMMA,
PATRULL SMIDIG safety gate
No safety at the top of a staircase

I

KEA warns customers who have a PATRULL KLAMMA or
a PATRULL SMIDIG pressure mounted safety gate that
these models are not to be used at the top of a staircase.
The PATRULL KLAMMA or PATRULL SMIDIG pressure
mounted safety gates are safe to use in a doorway
between rooms or at the bottom of a staircase.
IKEA has received reports where the friction between
the wall and the pressure mounted safety gate has been
insufficient to hold the gate in its intended position. In
addition, the lower metal bar could constitute a tripping
hazard.If the gate is mounted at the top of a staircase this
poses a fall hazard and risk of injury. There have been 3
reports identified where children have been injured as a

Devarajan concert

B

haratheeya Sangeetha Sabha presents
Devamrutham, a musical tribute to late music
director Devarajan on May 14 at Indian Central
School, Abbassiya. The concert will start at 6pm.
Singers include Sindhu Ramesh, Shivaprasad, Sijitha,
Chithra Ajay, Manoj Kanjangadu, Anil Aluva, Benoy
and Baburaj. All music lovers are welcome.

Don Bosco Football
Selection 2015
Venue: Opp Bombay Chowparty Ground, Salmiya
Under 14 boys (2002 - 2003) Saturday, 16 May - 7am —
Monday, 18 May -4:30 pm.
Under 16 boys (2000 - 2001) Saturday, 16 May - 3 pm —
Sunday, 17 May - 4:30 pm.
Under 12 boys (2004 - 2005), Tuesday, 19 May - 4:30 pm
— Wednesday, 20 May - 4:30 pm.
Under 10 boys (2006 - 2007), Thursday, 21 May - 4:30
pm.
For information email - dboacademy@gmail.com

result of falling downwards on stairs.
Customers who wish to keep their PATRULL KLAMMA or
PATRULL SMIDIG safety gatefor use in a doorway between
rooms or at the bottom of a staircase can contact IKEA to
free of charge receive updated user instructionsand new
adhesive warning labels to put on their safety gate.
Customer who wish to return their PATRULL KLAMMA or
PATRULL SMIDIG safety gate, are welcome to any IKEA store
to return it for a full refund. Proof of purchase is not
required to obtain the refund.
PATRULL KLAMMA and PATRULL SMIDIG safety gates
have been sold since August 1st 1995.
For more information, please visit www.IKEA.com.kw

Venalthanima
summer camp

T

he purpose driven annual summer camp - VENALTHANIMA 2015 - a
three day students personality development & leadership training
workshop organized by THANIMA, the Socio-Cultural Group active
in Kuwait, is gearing up for an explosion this year with one and only aim
of a total educational experience much more than a recreation. A respite
from school & siblings and a departure from the pressures of normal life,
Venalthanima is here once again to drive the participants to a world of
their dreams, organizers said in a press release.
Inter-active and activity oriented training sessions by experts on
diverse topics, outdoor activities etc., will be new experience for the participants. Renowned Human/ personality development trainers will lead
the camp along with a team of experts.
Participants will be divided into 3 Groups based on their age - Sub
Juniors ( Class 4&5 ), Juniors (Class 6 to 8 ) &
Seniors ( Class 9 to 12).
The number of participants will be limited to 40 in each Group on a firstcome first-serve basis, in order to give personal attention to each participant. The camp is scheduled to be from 11-13 June 2015 (Thur - Sat) at
Indian Central School, Abbassiya. Online registration is open until 30 May
‘15 at http://thanimakuwait.com
Arrangements are progressing under the leadership of Dileep Nair
(General Convener) and Thanima Hardcore team. For more details, please
contact M: 96004319/ 99259439/ 65676560

Congratulations!
Talal Islam Sharaa was among the outstanding students who were honored by their school administration for the school year 2014-2015. Talal is in tenth grade at Al-Najat Secondary School. He was congratulated by his parents, family and friends.
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TV PROGRAMS

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Bear Grylls: Breaking Point
02:00 So You Think You’d Survive?
02:50 Marooned With Ed Stafford
03:40 Storage Hunters
04:05 Backroad Bounty
05:00 How It’s Made
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Alaska: The Last Frontier
06:50 Fantomworks
07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 Storage Hunters
08:55 Backroad Bounty
09:45 How It’s Made
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Bear Grylls: Breaking Point
11:25 So You Think You’d Survive?
12:15 Marooned With Ed Stafford
13:05 Storage Hunters
13:30 Backroad Bounty
14:20 Alaska: The Last Frontier
15:10 Fantomworks
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 How It’s Made
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 The Island With Bear Grylls
18:30 Deadly Dilemmas
18:55 Deadly Dilemmas
19:20 What Happened Next?
19:45 What Happened Next?
20:10 Backroad Bounty
21:00 Deadly Dilemmas
21:25 Deadly Dilemmas
21:50 What Happened Next?
22:15 What Happened Next?
22:40 Man vs Weird
23:30 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater

00:00 Escape Club
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
02:20 Giuliana & Bill
03:15 Christina Milian Turned Up
03:40 Christina Milian Turned Up
04:10 E!ES
05:05 The E! True Hollywood Story
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
08:45 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 Fashion Bloggers
11:35 Fashion Bloggers
12:05 House Of DVF
13:05 Extreme Close-Up
13:35 The E! True Hollywood Story
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
17:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
17:30 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
18:00 E! News
19:00 Good Work
20:00 Christina Milian Turned Up
20:30 Christina Milian Turned Up
21:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
22:00 Fashion Police
23:00 Good Work

00:30
01:00
01:30
02:00
02:30
03:00
03:30
04:00
04:30
05:00
06:00
07:00
07:30
08:00
09:00
09:30
10:30
11:00
11:30
12:00
13:00
13:30
14:00
14:30
15:00
15:30

Guy’s Big Bite
Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
Man Fire Food
Man Fire Food
Guy’s Big Bite
Guy’s Big Bite
Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
Chopped
Guy’s Grocery Games
Man Fire Food
Man Fire Food
Chopped
Barefoot Contessa
Amazing Wedding Cakes
The Pioneer Woman
The Pioneer Woman
Man Fire Food
Chopped
Guy’s Big Bite
Guy’s Big Bite
Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
Man Fire Food
Man Fire Food

16:00
17:00
17:30
18:00
18:30
19:00
20:00
21:00
22:00
23:00
23:30

Chopped
The Pioneer Woman
The Pioneer Woman
Barefoot Contessa
Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
Chopped
Guy’s Grocery Games
Chopped
The Next Iron Chef
Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
Chopped

00:35 The Jonathan Ross Show
01:30 Paul O’Grady: For The Love
Of Dogs
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Emmerdale
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Home Fires
04:20 Raised By Wolves
04:50 Raised By Wolves
05:15 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
06:10 The Jonathan Ross Show
07:05 Paul O’Grady: For The Love
Of Dogs
07:30 Home Fires
08:25 Raised By Wolves
08:55 Raised By Wolves
09:15 Eggheads
09:45 Eggheads
10:15 Cook Me The Money
11:10 Emmerdale
11:35 Emmerdale
12:00 Coronation Street
12:30 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
13:25 Cook Me The Money
14:20 Paul O’Grady: For The Love
Of Dogs
14:45 The Jonathan Ross Show
15:30 Eggheads
16:00 Eggheads
16:30 Foyle’s War
18:20 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
19:00 Coronation Street
19:30 Eggheads
20:00 Eggheads
20:30 Foyle’s War
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Emmerdale
23:45 Cook Me The Money

00:00
01:00
02:00
03:00
04:00
05:00
06:00
07:00
08:00
09:00
10:00
11:00
12:00
13:00
14:00
15:00
16:00
17:00
17:30
18:00
19:00
20:00
21:00
21:30
22:00
23:00

Somewhere In China
Knights Of Mayhem
America The Wild
Inside
Remote Survival
Air Crash Investigation
Great Migrations
Evolutions
Somewhere In China
Knights Of Mayhem
America The Wild
Star Talk
Doomsday Preppers
Battleground Brothers
Britain’s Greatest Machines
Shark Men
Caught In The Act
Brain Games
Brain Games
Evolutions
Shark Men
Caught In The Act
Brain Games
Brain Games
Evolutions
Star Talk

00:20 Amazonia’s Giant Jaws
01:10 Dangerous Encounters
02:00 Deadly Super Cat
02:50 Built For The Kill
03:45 Caught In The Act
04:40 72 Dangerous Animals
Australia
05:35 Deadly Super Cat
06:30 Built For The Kill
07:25 Caught In The Act
08:20 Ultimate Animal Countdown
09:15 Animals Gone Wild
10:10 World’s Deadliest Killer Three
11:05 Weirdest Extreme Body
Parts
12:00 Shark Men
12:55 Ultimate Animal Countdown
13:50 Built For The Kill
14:45 Caught In The Act
15:40 Ultimate Animal Countdown
16:35 Animals Gone Wild
17:30 World’s Deadliest Animals
18:25 World’s Weirdest Creepy

Cures
19:20
20:10
21:00
21:50
22:40
Cures
23:30

Caught In The Act
Ultimate Animal Countdown
Animals Gone Wild
World’s Deadliest Animals
World’s Weirdest Creepy
Shark Men

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 The League
02:00 Louie
02:30 Louie
03:00 Hot In Cleveland
03:30 Parks And Recreation
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
06:00 Men At Work
06:30 Two And A Half Men
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
09:00 Hot In Cleveland
10:00 Marry Me
10:30 Two And A Half Men
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 Men At Work
14:00 Parks And Recreation
15:00 Marry Me
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
16:30 Men At Work
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Hot In Cleveland
18:30 The Goldbergs
19:00 Modern Family
19:30 Modern Family
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 Web Therapy
22:30 Web Therapy
23:00 You’re The Worst
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 Parenthood
01:00 The Voice
03:00 The Strain
04:00 Bones
05:00 Criminal Minds
06:00 Parenthood
07:00 The Fosters
08:00 Graceland
09:00 Bones
10:00 The Voice
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Graceland
15:00 Parenthood
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Graceland
19:00 Marvel’s Agents Of
S.H.I.E.L.D.
20:00 Marvel’s Agents Of
S.H.I.E.L.D.
21:00 The Voice
22:00 American Idol

00:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 The Newsroom
04:00 True Blood
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Switched At Birth
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
13:00 Crisis
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Switched At Birth
17:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
18:00 Crisis
19:00 Switched At Birth
20:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
21:00 Crisis
22:00 The Newsroom
23:00 True Blood

THE SMURFS 2 ON OSN MOVIES COMEDY HD

00:00 Blade
02:00 Dead In Tombstone
04:00 R.I.P.D.
06:00 Crimson Tide
08:00 The Mortal Instruments: City
Of Bones
10:15 500 mph Storm
12:00 Crimson Tide
14:00 Befriend And Betray
15:45 The Mortal Instruments: City
Of Bones
18:00 500 mph Storm
20:00 Ender’s Game
22:00 Kill Em All

00:00 Dead In Tombstone-18
02:00 R.I.P.D.-PG15
04:00 Crimson Tide-PG15
06:00 The Mortal Instruments: City
Of Bones-PG15
08:15 500 mph Storm-PG15
10:00 Crimson Tide-PG15
12:00 Befriend And Betray-PG15
13:45 The Mortal Instruments: City
Of Bones-PG15
16:00 500 mph Storm-PG15
18:00 Ender’s Game-PG15
20:00 Kill Em All-PG15
22:00 World War Z-PG15

00:00 Blazing Saddles
02:00 Breathless
04:00 Article 99
06:00 High Fidelity
08:00 The Smurfs 2
10:00 Breathless
12:00 She-Devil
14:00 Struck By Lightning
16:00 The Smurfs 2
18:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
20:15 Mental
22:30 The Love Guru

01:00
03:30
05:30
07:30
PG15
09:00
11:00
13:00
15:00
17:00
19:00
21:00
23:00

The Past-PG15
Inside Llewyn Davis-PG15
Won’t Back Down-PG15
Magic Journey To Africa-

01:00
03:00
05:00
07:30
10:00
12:00
14:30
16:30
19:00
21:15
23:30

Swing Kids
Kon-Tiki
Salinger
Quiz Show
Swing Kids
Dead Poets Society
Kon-Tiki
Quiz Show
Jobs
August: Osage County
The French Connection

Stolen Child-PG15
Won’t Back Down-PG15
The Trouble With Bliss-PG15
Playing For Keeps-PG15
Stolen Child-PG15
The Factory-PG15
Capital-PG15
Lovelace-18

01:00 Haunter-PG15
03:00 Call Me Crazy: A Five FilmPG15
05:00 Philomena-PG15
07:00 Getaway-PG15
09:00 Peeples-PG15
10:45 Captain America: The Winter
Soldier-PG15
13:00 Epic-PG
15:00 Percy Jackson: Sea Of
Monsters-PG
17:00 Peeples-PG15
19:00 Ain’t Them Bodies SaintsPG15
21:00 Enemy-PG15
23:00 Insidious: Chapter 2-PG15

01:00
02:30
04:15
06:00
08:00
10:00
11:30
13:00
14:30
16:00
Heart
18:00
20:00
22:00
23:30
Heart

True Story Of Puss’n Boots
Home Alone 3
Back To The Sea
Return To Nim’s Island
The Legend Of Secret Pass
Imaginum
The 7th Dwarf
The Secret Of NIMH
The Legend Of Secret Pass
Jack And The Cuckoo Clock

00:00
02:00
04:00
06:00
08:00
10:00
12:00
14:00
16:00
18:00
20:00
22:00

Badges Of Fury-PG15
Foodfight!-PG
Safe-PG15
The Croods-PG
The Grandmaster-PG15
In A World...-PG15
Safe-PG15
House Of Versace-PG15
The Grandmaster-PG15
The Monuments Men-PG15
Life Of Crime-PG15
Shiver-PG15

Imaginum
Soccer Dog: European Cup
The Secret Of NIMH
Jack And The Cuckoo Clock

00:00 Live MSNBC The Ed Show
01:00 Live MSNBC Politicsnation
02:00 Live NBC Nightly News
02:30 ABC World News With David
Muir
03:00 Live MSNBC All In With Chris
Hayes
04:00 Live MSNBC The Rachel
Maddow Show
05:00 Live MSNBC The Last Word
W/ Lawrence O’Donnell
06:00 NBC Nightly News
06:30 ABC World News With David
Muir
06:57 NBC Nightly News
07:18 ABC World News With David
Muir
07:39 Live ABC Nightline
08:06 MSNBC The Rachel
Maddow Show
09:00 MSNBC The Last Word W/
Lawrence O’Donnell
10:00 Live ABC World News Now
10:30 Live ABC World News Now
11:00 Live NBC Early Today
11:30 Live ABC America This
Morning
12:00 Live ABC America This
Morning
12:30 Live ABC America This
Morning

DEAD IN TOMBSTONEON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD
13:00 Live ABC America This
Morning
13:30 MSNBC First Look
14:00 Live NBC Today Show
17:57 MSNBC Hardball W/ Chris
Matthews
18:38 MSNBC The Rachel
Maddow Show
19:19 MSNBC The Last Word W/
Lawrence O’Donnell
20:00 Live MSNBC Live With
Thomas Roberts
22:00 Live MSNBC The Cycle
23:00 Live MSNBC Now With Alex
Wagner

07:00
08:30
13:00
15:00
18:00
19:00
19:30
20:00
21:00
22:00
23:00

Golfing World
HSBC Sevens World Series
NRL Full Time
Super Rugby Highlights
Golfing World
Inside The PGA Tour
European Tour Weekly
Asia Tour Golf Show
Trans World Sport
Golfing World
NRL Full Time

04:00
07:00
11:00
11:30
14:00
14:30
15:00
18:00
18:30
19:00

HSBC Sevens World Series
NRL Premiership
Top 14 Highlights
Super Rugby Highlights
Super Rugby Highlights
NRL Full Time
Golfing World
Top 14 Highlights
Gillette World Sport
WWE Vintage

00:00 Indian Premier League H/L :
DD v CSK
01:00 ICC Cricket 360
16:30 Indian Premier League H/L :
DD v CSK
17:30 Live Indian Premier League :
KXIP v RCB

01:15 Secret Liaison
02:30 In The Dark
04:30 The Four
06:30 The Limits Of Control
08:30 Pirates Of The Caribbean: At
World’s End
11:15 Picture Claire
12:45 Love Potion No.9
14:30 Secret Liaison
16:15 The Four
18:15 Last Orders
20:00 Owning Mahowny
21:45 Thorne: Scaredycat

00:00 Lost
01:00 Masterchef: The
Professionals
02:00 Private Practice
03:00 The Block
04:00 Desperate Housewives
05:00 The Simpsons
05:30 The Simpsons
06:00 Greek
07:00 According To Jim
07:30 According To Jim
08:00 Lost
09:00 Masterchef: The
Professionals
10:00 The Simpsons
10:30 The Simpsons
11:00 Private Practice
12:00 The Block
13:00 Desperate Housewives

14:00 According To Jim
14:30 According To Jim
15:00 Greek
16:00 Lost
17:00 Masterchef: The
Professionals
18:00 Private Practice
19:00 The Block
20:00 The Secret Life Of The
American Teenager
21:00 The Great State Of Georgia
21:30 The Great State Of Georgia
22:00 Dirt
23:00 The Simpsons
23:30 The Simpsons

00:00
00:30
01:00
01:30
02:00
02:30
03:00
04:00
05:00
05:30
06:00
06:30
07:00
07:30
08:00
09:00
09:30
10:00
11:00
11:30
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:00
14:30
15:00
16:00
16:30
17:00
17:30
18:00
18:30
19:00
19:30
20:00
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:00

Pawn Stars
Pawn Stars
Storage Wars
Storage Wars
Shipping Wars
Shipping Wars
American Pickers
Ice Road Truckers
Counting Cars
Counting Cars
American Restoration
American Restoration
Counting Cars
Counting Cars
Big Rig Bounty Hunters
Counting Cars
Counting Cars
American Pickers
Pawn Stars
Pawn Stars
Storage Wars
Storage Wars
Counting Cars
Counting Cars
Shipping Wars
Shipping Wars
American Pickers
American Restoration
American Restoration
Storage Wars
Storage Wars
Pawn Stars
Pawn Stars
Storage Wars
Storage Wars
Shipping Wars
Shipping Wars
Storage Wars
Storage Wars
Swamp People

00:45 Body Bizarre
01:35 Long Island Medium
02:00 Last Chance Salon
02:50 Say Yes To The Dress
03:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
03:40 What Not To Wear
04:30 Cake Boss
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Extreme Couponing
06:00 19 Kids And Counting
06:25 The Next Great Baker
07:15 Say Yes To The Dress
07:40 Something Borrowed,
Something New
08:05 Oprah: Where Are They
Now?
08:55 Oprah’s Next Chapter
09:45 Cake Boss
10:10 Little People, Big World
10:35 Extreme Couponing
11:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:50 Little People, Big World:
Battle For The Farm
12:40 The Next Great Baker
13:30 The Next Great Baker
14:20 Extreme Couponing: Black
Friday Blitz
15:10 Cake Boss

15:35 Little People, Big World
16:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
16:50 Say Yes To The Dress
17:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
17:40 19 Kids And Counting
18:05 Extreme Couponing
18:30 What Not To Wear
19:20 Oprah: Where Are They
Now?
20:10 The Next Great Baker
21:00 Outrageous Emergency
21:50 Outrageous Births
22:40 Long Island Medium
23:05 Last Chance Salon
23:55 Outrageous Emergency

03:00 Deadly Women
03:45 Couples Who Kill
04:30 Blood Relatives
05:20 Nightmare Next Door
06:10 True Crime With
Aphrodite Jones
07:00 Nightmare Next Door
07:50 Fatal Encounters
08:40 I Almost Got Away With It
09:30 I Was Murdered
09:55 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
10:20 Forensic Detectives
11:10 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
12:00 Blood Relatives
12:50 True Crime With
Aphrodite Jones
13:40 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
14:05 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
14:30 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
15:20 I Was Murdered
15:45 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
16:10 Fatal Encounters
17:00 Blood Relatives
17:50 I Almost Got Away With It
18:40 Forensic Detectives
19:30 True Crime With
Aphrodite Jones
20:20 The Will
21:10 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
21:35 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
22:00 Unravelled
22:50 Disappeared
23:40 Couples Who Kill
00:30 Deadly Devotion
01:20 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching

03:00 Art Attack
03:25 Julius Jr.
03:35 Calimero
03:50 Henry Hugglemonster
04:00 Zou
04:15 Mouk
04:25 Jungle Junction
04:35 Art Attack
05:00 Julius Jr.
05:10 Calimero
05:25 Henry Hugglemonster
05:35 Zou
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Jungle Junction
06:10 Art Attack
06:35 Julius Jr.
06:45 Calimero
07:00 Jungle Junction
07:15 Zou
07:30 Calimero
07:45 Loopdidoo
08:00 Limon And Oli
08:10 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
08:35 Doc McStuffins
09:05 Art Attack

09:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Henry Hugglemonster
10:55 Calimero
11:10 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
11:35 Limon And Oli
11:45 Loopdidoo
12:00 Handy Manny
12:15 Sofia The First
12:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:35 Zou
13:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:15 Doc McStuffins
14:45 Henry Hugglemonster
15:10 Sofia The First
15:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:00 Cars Toons
16:05 Lilo & Stitch
16:30 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
18:00 Art Attack
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Cars Toons
19:00 The Adventures Of Disney
Fairies
19:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:30 Ducktales
22:00 Lilo & Stitch
22:25 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Zou
23:20 Mouk
23:35 Jungle Junction
23:50 Art Attack
00:15 Julius Jr.
00:30 Calimero
00:45 Henry Hugglemonster
01:00 Zou
01:15 Jungle Junction

06:00 Kid vs Kat
06:10 Zeke & Luther
06:35 Kickin’ It
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Lab Rats
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 The 7D
08:40 Kirby Buckets
09:05 Ultimate Spider-Man
09:30 Kickin’ It
09:55 Phineas And Ferb
10:20 Boyster
10:45 Zeke & Luther
11:10 Lab Rats
11:35 Phineas And Ferb
12:00 Pair Of Kings
12:30 Supa Strikas
12:55 Kickin’ It
13:20 Phineas And Ferb
13:40 Mighty Med
14:05 Zeke & Luther
14:30 Kickin’ It
14:55 Ultimate Spider-Man: Web
Warriors
15:20 Boyster
15:45 Phineas And Ferb
16:10 Pair Of Kings
16:35 Supa Strikas
17:00 Kirby Buckets
17:30 Mighty Med
18:00 Kickin’ It
18:25 Lab Rats
18:50 Supa Strikas
19:15 Phineas And Ferb
19:40 Phineas And Ferb
20:05 The 7D
20:30 Ultimate Spider-Man: Web
Warriors

Classifieds
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

Kuwait

SHARQIA-1
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT

11:45 AM
1:45 PM
3:45 PM
5:45 PM
8:00 PM
10:15 PM
12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON

12:15 PM
3:00 PM
5:00 PM
7:00 PM
9:45 PM
12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
BACKCOUNTRY
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
BACKCOUNTRY
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
BACKCOUNTRY

12:45 PM
2:45 PM
4:45 PM
6:45 PM
8:45 PM
10:45 PM
12:45 AM

MUHALAB-1
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE

12:30 PM
2:30 PM
4:30 PM
6:30 PM
8:30 PM
10:30 PM
12:30 AM

MUHALAB-2
BACKCOUNTRY
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
BACKCOUNTRY
BACKCOUNTRY

11:30 AM
1:30 PM
3:45 PM
5:45 PM
7:45 PM
10:00 PM
12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON

12:45 PM
3:30 PM
6:15 PM
9:00 PM
11:45 PM

FANAR-1
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
HOT PURSUIT
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
HOT PURSUIT

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(07/05/2015 TO 13/05/2015)

12:45 PM
2:45 PM
4:45 PM
6:45 PM
9:00 PM
11:00 PM
1:00 AM

FANAR-3
BACKCOUNTRY
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
BACKCOUNTRY

12:30 PM
2:30 PM
4:30 PM
6:30 PM
8:30 PM

10:30 PM
12:45 AM

FANAR-4
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D

11:30 AM
1:30 PM
4:15 PM
7:00 PM
9:45 PM
12:30 AM

FANAR-5
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
NO FRI
PIKU - HINDI
FRI
PIKU - HINDI
PIKU - HINDI
PIKU - HINDI
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON

11:30 AM
1:30 PM
3:30 PM
5:30 PM
7:45 PM
9:45 PM
12:05 AM

FANAR-2
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE

BACKCOUNTRY
BACKCOUNTRY

1:00 PM
1:30 PM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
9:00 PM
11:30 PM

MARINA-1
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
BACKCOUNTRY
BACKCOUNTRY

12:00 PM
2:00 PM
4:00 PM
6:00 PM
8:15 PM
10:30 PM
12:30 AM

MARINA-2
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
HOT PURSUIT
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
HOT PURSUIT
SWORD OF VENGEANCE

12:45 PM
2:45 PM
4:45 PM
6:45 PM
8:45 PM
10:45 PM
12:45 AM

MARINA-3
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON

1:00 PM
3:45 PM
6:30 PM
9:15 PM
12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
FAST & FURIOUS 7
FAST & FURIOUS 7

1:00 PM
3:15 PM
5:30 PM
7:45 PM
10:00 PM
12:30 AM

AVENUES-2
BACKCOUNTRY
BACKCOUNTRY
BACKCOUNTRY
BACKCOUNTRY
BACKCOUNTRY
BACKCOUNTRY
BACKCOUNTRY

12:00 PM
2:15 PM
4:30 PM
6:45 PM
9:00 PM
11:15 PM
1:15 AM

AVENUES-3
HOT PURSUIT
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
HOT PURSUIT

11:30 AM
1:30 PM
4:15 PM
7:00 PM
10:00 PM
1:00 AM

AVENUES-4
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT

1:15 PM
3:15 PM
5:15 PM

NO WED
Special Show “HOT PURSUIT”
WED
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE

5:15 PM
7:15 PM
9:15 PM
11:15 PM
1:15 AM

HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT

5:15 PM
7:15 PM
9:15 PM
11:15 PM
1:15 AM

360 ∞- 2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2

12:45 PM
3:00 PM
5:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:45 PM
12:05 AM

360 ∞- 3
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic

11:45 AM
2:00 PM
4:15 PM
6:30 PM
8:45 PM
11:00 PM
1:15 AM

AVENUES-5
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
NO SUN+TUE
Special Show “PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2”
SUN+TUE
Special Show “ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic”
TUE
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
NO SUN
Special Show “AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON”
SUN
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON

12:05 AM

AVENUES-6
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT

12:15 PM
2:15 PM
4:15 PM
6:15 PM
8:15 PM
10:15 PM
12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON

11:30 AM
1:30 PM
4:15 PM
7:00 PM
9:45 PM
12:30 AM

AVENUES-7
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2
PIKU - HINDI
PIKU - HINDI
PIKU - HINDI
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2

1:15 PM
3:30 PM
5:45 PM
8:15 PM
10:45 PM
1:15 AM

AVENUES-8
A MOUSE TALE
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT

AL-KOUT.2
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT

12:00 PM
2:00 PM
4:00 PM
6:00 PM
8:00 PM
10:00 PM
12:05 AM

11:30 AM
1:30 PM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
9:00 PM
11:30 PM

AVENUES-9
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE

11:45 AM
1:45 PM
3:45 PM
5:45 PM
7:45 PM
9:45 PM
11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.3
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT
SWORD OF VENGEANCE
SWORD OF VENGEANCE

12:30 PM
2:30 PM
4:30 PM
6:30 PM
8:30 PM
11:00 PM
1:00 AM

AVENUES-10
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic

12:45 PM
3:00 PM
5:15 PM
7:30 PM
9:45 PM
12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.4
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
BACKCOUNTRY
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
BACKCOUNTRY

12:15 PM
2:15 PM
4:15 PM
6:15 PM
8:30 PM
10:30 PM
12:45 AM

BAIRAQ-1
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D

1:00 PM
3:45 PM
6:30 PM
9:15 PM
12:05 AM

BAIRAQ-2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2
A MOUSE TALE
A MOUSE TALE
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic
HOT PURSUIT

11:30 AM
1:30 PM
3:30 PM
5:30 PM
7:30 PM
9:45 PM
12:05 AM

AVENUES-11
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON- DOLBY ATMOS
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON- DOLBY ATMOS
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON- DOLBY ATMOS
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON- DOLBY ATMOS
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON- DOLBY ATMOS
360 ∞- 1
HOT PURSUIT
HOT PURSUIT

12:00 PM
3:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
9:00 PM
9:00 PM

12:30 PM
3:30 PM
6:30 PM
9:30 PM
12:30 AM
1:15 PM
3:15 PM

SITUATION WANTED
Senior Management level
IT Engineer (B.Tech.-VCAP5VCP5 cloud / DCV, CCNACCNP-MCP-PMP-BS7799Security-Lead Auditor), 14
Years experience, technical
expert in entire IT functions
including infrastructure
storage, network, systems,
virtualization & cloud pioneer with transferable Visa
is looking for urgent Job.
Contact 99154727 or
tijojose@yahoo.com
(C 4982)
10-5-2015

Automated
enquiry about the
Civil ID card is

1889988

112
Prayer timings

Fajr:

03:28

Shorook

04:58

Duhr:

11:44

Asr:

15:20

Maghrib:

18:31

Isha:

19:57

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Airlines
QTR
THY
JZR
JZR
DLH
FDB
JZR
JAI
PGT
RJA
ETH
GFA
KKK
UAE
MSC
OMA
QTR
ETD
CEB
FDB
MSR
SYR
KAC
MSC
THY
DHX
KAC
BAW
KAC
JZR
KAC
KAC
KAC
FDB
KAC
KAC
QTR
KAC
UAE
KAC
ABY
ETD
IRM
IRA
KAC
FDB
QTR
GFA
UAE
MEA
AXB
MSC
JZR
AGY
IRM
JZR
IAW
FDB
IZG
SAW
UAE
MSR
KAC
THY
CLX
IRC
QTR
KNE

Flt
1084
772
239
267
637
068
539
574
858
642
620
211
6507
853
403
643
1076
305
7694
067
612
341
1544
401
770
170
412
157
288
503
382
206
204
053
302
352
1086
344
855
362
125
301
1186
665
350
055
1070
213
873
404
889
405
561
680
1188
165
157
075
4167
701
871
610
620
766
792
526
1078
460

Arrival Flights on Wednesday 13/5/2015
Route
Doha
Istanbul
Amman
Beirut
Dammam
Dubai
Cairo
Mumbai
Istanbul
Amman
Addis Ababa
Bahrain
Istanbul
Dubai
Sohag
Muscat
Doha
Abu Dhabi
Manila
Dubai
Cairo
Latakia/KAC
Cairo
Alexandria
Istanbul
Bahrain
Manila/Bangkok
London
Dhaka
Luxor
Delhi
Islamabad
Lahore
Dubai
Mumbai
Kochi
Doha
Chennai
Dubai
Colombo
Sharjah
Abu Dhabi
Tehran
Shiraz
Kochi
Dubai
Doha
Bahrain
Dubai
Beirut
Mangalore/Bahrain
Sohag
Sohag
Alexandria
Mashhad
Dubai
Al Najaf
Dubai
Mashhad
Damascus
Dubai
Cairo
Doha
Istanbul
Luxembourg
Mashhad
Doha
Riyadh

Time
00:05
00:15
00:20
00:30
00:35
00:55
01:30
01:30
01:40
01:45
01:50
02:15
02:15
02:25
02:30
02:35
03:05
03:05
03:10
03:15
03:15
03:25
03:35
04:00
04:40
05:10
06:15
06:35
06:55
07:20
07:30
07:45
07:50
07:50
07:55
07:55
07:55
08:15
08:25
08:30
09:05
09:10
09:15
09:25
09:40
09:40
10:00
10:40
10:40
10:55
11:15
11:20
11:25
11:40
11:45
11:50
12:00
12:25
12:30
12:35
12:45
13:00
13:10
13:10
13:15
13:50
14:05
14:10

MSR
GFA
FDB
SVA
KAC
KAC
KNE
KAC
RJD
OMA
KNE
ABY
UAE
RJA
JZR
FDB
KAC
QTR
IRM
JZR
ETD
KAC
SVA
JZR
GFA
JZR
JZR
SYR
FDB
JZR
KAC
KAC
KAC
KAC
QTR
KAC
UAE
GFA
FDB
ABY
MSR
JAI
KAC
AGY
FDB
KAC
OMA
KAC
KNE
MEA
DLH
ETD
KAC
ALK
ETD
UAE
FDB
QTR
AIC
GFA
KAC
ETD
THY
JZR
BBC
FDB
JZR
JAI
FDB
KLM

575
221
057
500
540
742
472
788
135
645
462
127
857
640
535
051
512
1072
1180
787
303
562
510
357
215
177
777
343
065
483
502
786
542
618
1080
167
875
217
063
123
606
572
774
684
061
102
647
674
480
402
636
919
792
229
307
859
073
1074
975
219
546
309
764
125
044
059
185
526
071
411

Sharm el-Sheikh
Bahrain
Dubai
Jeddah
Sharm el-Sheikh
Dammam
Jeddah
Jeddah
Abu Dhabi
Muscat
Madinah
Sharjah
Dubai
Amman
Cairo
Dubai
Mashhad
Doha
Mashhad
Riyadh
Abu Dhabi
Amman
Riyadh
Mashhad
Bahrain
Dubai
Jeddah
Damascus
Dubai
Istanbul
Beirut
Jeddah
Cairo
Doha
Doha
Paris/Rome
Dubai
Bahrain
Dubai
Sharjah
Luxor
Mumbai
Riyadh
Sohag
Dubai
New York/London
Muscat
Dubai
Taif
Beirut
Frankfurt
Abu Dhabi
Madinah
Colombo
Abu Dhabi
Dubai
Dubai
Doha
Chennai/Mumbai
Bahrain
Alexandria
Abu Dhabi
Istanbul
Bahrain
Dhaka/Dammam
Dubai
Dubai
Chennai/Abu Dhabi
Dubai
Amsterdam/Dammam

14:15
14:20
14:20
14:30
14:50
14:50
14:55
15:00
15:00
15:05
15:05
15:35
15:45
15:55
16:05
16:10
16:10
16:20
16:35
16:45
16:50
17:00
17:15
17:30
17:30
17:45
17:50
17:55
18:05
18:20
18:35
18:35
18:55
18:55
18:55
19:00
19:05
19:05
19:10
19:20
19:30
19:35
19:40
19:50
19:50
19:55
20:00
20:00
20:10
20:15
20:20
20:25
20:55
21:10
21:15
21:15
21:30
21:30
21:35
21:45
22:05
22:10
22:10
22:15
22:40
22:50
22:55
23:00
23:35
23:40

Airlines
AIC
BBC
UAL
JAI
FDB
JZR
DLH
THY
ETH
JAI
PGT
KKK
MSC
OMA
UAE
FDB
ETD
QTR
MSR
SYR
CEB
MSC
JZR
THY
QTR
RJA
GFA
THY
FDB
JZR
BAW
FDB
KAC
QTR
KAC
JZR
KAC
KAC
JZR
ABY
UAE
ETD
KAC
IRM
IRA
FDB
QTR
KAC
KAC
KAC
GFA
JZR
KAC
MEA
KAC
UAE
KAC
AXB
JZR
MSC
AGY
IAW
KAC
IRM
FDB
JZR
JZR
IZG

Departure Flights on Wednesday 13/5/2015
Flt
Route
988
Hyderabad/Chennai
044
Dhaka
981
IAD
573
Mumbai
072
Dubai
502
Luxor
637
Frankfurt
773
Istanbul
621
Addis Ababa
525
Abu Dhabi/Chennai
859
Istanbul
6508
Istanbul
404
Sohag
644
Muscat
854
Dubai
068
Dubai
306
Abu Dhabi
1077
Doha
613
Cairo
342
Damascus
7695
Manila
406
Sohag
560
Sohag
765
Istanbul
1085
Doha
643
Amman
212
Bahrain
771
Istanbul
070
Dubai
164
Dubai
156
London
054
Dubai
539
Sharm el-Sheikh
1087
Doha
117
New York
534
Cairo
787
Jeddah
619
Doha
482
Istanbul
126
Sharjah
856
Dubai
302
Abu Dhabi
511
Mashhad
1181
Mashhad
664
Shiraz
056
Dubai
1071
Doha
501
Beirut
175
Frankfurt/Geneva
561
Amman
214
Bahrain
356
Mashhad
741
Dammam
405
Beirut
541
Cairo
874
Dubai
103
London
890
Mangalore
776
Jeddah
402
Alexandria
685
Sohag
158
Al Najaf
785
Jeddah
1189
Mashhad
076
Dubai
176
Dubai
786
Riyadh
4168
Mashhad

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Time
00:05
00:10
00:25
00:25
00:30
01:10
01:35
02:05
02:50
02:55
02:55
03:10
03:30
03:35
03:45
04:00
04:05
04:05
04:15
04:25
04:40
05:00
05:00
05:05
05:20
06:35
06:50
06:50
07:05
07:15
08:30
08:30
08:50
08:55
08:55
09:15
09:30
09:30
09:40
09:45
09:50
10:00
10:20
10:25
10:25
10:40
11:00
11:00
11:15
11:25
11:35
11:40
11:50
11:55
12:05
12:10
12:10
12:15
12:15
12:20
12:40
13:00
13:00
13:10
13:10
13:10
13:20
13:30

SAW
MSR
THY
UAE
CLX
IRC
MSR
KAC
QTR
FDB
GFA
KNE
KAC
KAC
SVA
KAC
KNE
KNE
KAC
OMA
RJD
ABY
RJA
JZR
FDB
QTR
UAE
ETD
IRM
SVA
GFA
JZR
KAC
JZR
JZR
SYR
FDB
JZR
GFA
FDB
QTR
ABY
KAC
MSR
UAE
JAI
FDB
AGY
KAC
OMA
DLH
KAC
KAC
KAC
KNE
MEA
JZR
DHX
ETD
FDB
ALK
KAC
ETD
UAE
KAC
KAC
QTR
GFA
ETD
KAC

702
611
767
872
792
527
576
545
1079
058
222
481
617
673
503
773
473
463
791
646
136
128
641
266
052
1073
858
304
1187
511
216
184
563
538
238
344
066
124
218
064
1081
124
361
619
876
571
062
681
1543
648
636
331
283
351
461
403
554
171
308
074
230
381
920
860
349
301
1075
220
310
205

Damascus
Cairo
Istanbul
Dubai
Hanoi
Mashhad
Sharm el-Sheikh
Alexandria
Doha
Dubai
Bahrain
Taif
Doha
Dubai
Jeddah
Riyadh
Jeddah
Madinah
Madinah
Muscat
Abu Dhabi
Sharjah
Amman
Beirut
Dubai
Doha
Dubai
Abu Dhabi
Tehran
Riyadh
Bahrain
Dubai
Amman
Cairo
Amman
Damascus
Dubai
Bahrain
Bahrain
Dubai
Doha
Sharjah
Colombo
Alexandria
Dubai
Mumbai
Dubai
Alexandria
Cairo
Muscat
Dammam
Trivandrum
Dhaka
Kochi
Riyadh
Beirut
Alexandria
Bahrain
Abu Dhabi
Dubai
Colombo
Delhi
Dubai
Dubai
Kochi
Mumbai
Doha
Bahrain
Abu Dhabi
Islamabad

13:35
14:00
14:10
14:15
14:45
14:50
15:00
15:00
15:05
15:05
15:05
15:10
15:15
15:20
15:45
15:55
16:00
16:00
16:00
16:05
16:10
16:15
16:55
17:05
17:10
17:25
17:40
17:40
17:50
18:15
18:20
18:20
18:30
18:40
18:45
18:55
18:55
19:20
19:50
19:50
19:55
20:00
20:00
20:30
20:35
20:35
20:35
20:50
20:55
21:00
21:00
21:00
21:05
21:05
21:10
21:15
21:15
21:50
22:05
22:10
22:20
22:20
22:25
22:25
22:30
22:30
22:40
22:45
23:00
23:05
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stars

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

CROSSWORD 901
STAR TRACK
Aries (March 21-April 19)
This is a good day to work and communicate with the opposite sex. Be careful of
becoming jealous of other people’s accomplishments-you have your own talents. A need to be
respected may become an issue. You have a knack for organizing things and people-a sense of
ambition takes hold. You express a strong desire to achieve and excel and these are good work
ethics that others admire. Your thoughts and energies are focused on your work today. Shopping
may not be wise at this time. You also may not find much support for your particular tastes for
today. There is plenty of eagerness for play this afternoon and that could develop into a group
physical activity, exercise or sports game: a great way to channel your energy.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
You make a determined effort to organize your workplace today. A temporarily
unorganized area can cause delay of your work. You may find concentrating on your work a bit
difficult just now. Finishing your work is important and after a little organizing and a relaxation
break you will be able to complete your work. If people need instructions, you have no trouble in
being most clear in your explanation of each difficulty. The situation lends itself to your particular
ideas. At home this evening you look around and decide to do a little rearranging or continue a
phase of organizing as you were doing this morning in the workplace. You might decide to clear
an area for a little alone time to read or write.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

ACROSS
1. A bachelor's degree in library science.
5. The application of very thin coat of color over
the surface of a picture.
12. A tumor virus transmitted by leafhoppers.
15. Ditch dug as a fortification and usually filled
with water.
16. The spirit of evil in Zoroastrianism.
17. A tool with a flat blade attached at right
angles to a long handle.
18. The inner and longer of the two bones of
the human forearm.
19. A province in north-central China.
20. Comb-plate or locomotor organ consisting
of a row of strong cilia whose bases are fused.
22. Send out rays or waves.
24. A learned person (especially in the humanities).
26. Someone with the power to settle matters
at will.
29. In a hearty manner.
30. A doctor's degree in music.
32. A B vitamin that is essential for metabolism
of amino acids and starch.
34. (Greek mythology) A maiden seduced by
Zeus.
36. An effortful attempt to attain a goal.
40. A gradual decline (in size or strength or
power or number).
43. A mixture of mashed malt grains and hot
water.
44. A strong positive emotion of regard and
affection.
45. A fraudulent business scheme.
46. Wheelwork consisting of a connected set of
rotating gears by which force is transmitted or
motion or torque is changed.
48. Animal food for browsing or grazing.
50. A mountainous province of central Sudan.
51. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat
trimmed off.
53. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part
of an organism.
54. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
55. (Brit) An area of open or forested country.
58. A race run on foot.
63. Dutch physicist honored for his research on
the influence of magnetism on radiation which
showed that light is radiated by the motion of
charged particles in an atom (1865-1943).
67. Someone who engages in arbitrage (who
purchases securities in one market for immediate resale in another in the hope of profiting
from the price differential).
68. A college town in central New York on Lake
Cayuga.
71. A farm where dairy products are produced.
72. 10 hao equal 1 dong.
73. The capital and largest city of Kenya.
75. A device in which something (usually an
animal) can be caught and penned.
76. A chronic skin disease occurring primarily in
women between the ages of 20 and 40.
77. The mother of your father or mother.
78. A member of a North American Indian people speaking one of the Hokan language.
DOWN
1. An Asian river between China and Russia.
2. A cord fastened around the neck with an

ornamental clasp and worn as a necktie.
3. Soviet physicist who worked on low temperature physics (1908-1968).
4. A way of access consisting of a set of steps.
5. The female or generative principle.
6. Of or relating to chaetae (setae or bristles).
7. A large vase that usually has a pedestal or
feet.
8. (prefix) Bad or erroneous or lack of.
9. A bachelor's degree in music.
10. A white soft metallic element that tarnishes
readily.
11. Restrain or bind with chains.
12. Overcome, as with emotions or perceptual
stimuli.
13. Employing variations in pitch to distinguish
meanings of otherwise similar words.
14. Tawny brown North American thrush noted
for its song.
21. Shrub or small tree of southwestern United
States and northwestern Mexico having spirally
twisted pods.
23. The blood group whose red cells carry both
the A and B antigens.
25. A steep-walled semicircular basin in a
mountain.
27. Swelling from excessive accumulation of
serous fluid in tissue.
28. A statement that expresses a personal opinion or belief.
31. Large high frilly cap with a full crown.
33. Minced cooked meat or fish coated in egg
and breadcrumbs and fried in deep fat.
35. Moth having nonfunctional mouthparts as
adults.
37. A system of solmization using the solfa syllables.
38. Of or relating to the uvea of the eye.
39. Any of various plants of the genus Senna
having pinnately compound leaves and showy
usually yellow flowers.
41. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake
Chad.
42. A hostel for pilgrims in Turkey.
47. (of eggs) No longer edible.
49. Wheelwork consisting of a connected set of
rotating gears by which force is transmitted or
motion or torque is changed.
52. A volcanic island (part of Campania) in the
Tyrrhenian Sea at the north end of the Bay of
Naples.
56. The azimuth of a celestial body is the angle
between the vertical plane containing it and
the plane of the meridian.
57. The event of dying or departure from life.
59. Using speech rather than writing.
60. A slender double-reed instrument.
61. Essential oil or perfume obtained from flowers.
62. Earn on some commercial or business transaction.
64. New Zealand conifer.
65. Any of various strong liquors distilled from
the fermented sap of toddy palms or from fermented molasses.
66. Monotypic genus of palms of Australasia.
69. Payment due by the recipient on delivery.
70. A defensive missile designed to shoot down
incoming intercontinental ballistic missiles.
74. A state in midwestern United States.

You have a natural aptitude for describing the most sensitive areas of the human
psyche; you are a practical psychologist of the first order. You can manage and work with touchy
issues today that others will not attempt. You will find yourself mending fences between an irate
customer and an employee or between an employee and employer. You communicate with
expert skill and it is stimulating just being with you. You may have trouble accepting responsibilities just now and may rather be enjoying yourself at the expense of any obligations. However,
today you will see your obligations through to the end. You have a new incentive and some new
ideas that will help to lighten your load. You will help make an older person’s life easier tonight.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Intense, passionate and very personal today, you rush past superficialities and
right to the heart of most matters. You will see the results of your hard work, if not today-soon.
Given to clear-headed thinking and practical insight, you take a cool appraisal with most opportunities. This permits you to make good choices and limits your risk taking to a minimum. You may
find yourself analyzing some new projects today-take your time. Today you will be able to tackle
tasks that require real discipline or organization. You will find yourself in a very practical moodworking with, instead of against, yourself. You may have some serious or contemplative
moments today. Your confidence is high and your willingness to help others is evident.

Leo (July 23-August 22)
If you give your best effort at work now, great strides can be taken. This is a productive time to be with others and to work together. Romance is available in the workplace, but
it would be a good idea to practice discretion. You may look for opportunities to have more power with some project. If you are patient, you will find the right opportunity to put in your request.
Your intuition is sharp and this may lead you to new insights. Welcome the trials and opposition
of a new financial venture-you are about to find out if your ideas work. You have the mental acuity today to perceive an unusual opportunity. While out with your friends later today, be slow to
criticize. There is one who will grind on your nerves just now-relax.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Libra (September 23-October 22)
Career choices may indicate a loss of freedom on your part. Some invisible tag of
where you think you should be as opposed to where you enjoy expressing yourself is something
to consider just now. Feeling forced to go along if you want to succeed is temporary. Take control
back into your life and seek guidance to plan an action, allowing you to follow your dream. Check
out the community college in your area and ask about the testing that will help you discover
what profession would be a good match for you. You may be very pleased with the results. If you
stay where you are, you must use this time as a stepping stone to reaching your goals. Soon you
will be able to make a move in a different direction, with your work.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)
You are concerned for others and have a warm way of always making sure no person is left out of important matters or discussions-any discord is short-lived. When and if you are
challenged in a work situation, you have many clever ways of finding the right answer. View this
time as having an opportunity to show what you have learned over the years. You can have just
about anything you want when you communicate carefully and intelligently and know when to
back away. You have a keen interest in what makes things tick and who or what pulls the strings.
Remember, when dealing with people at work or home, you deal with creatures of emotion-not
necessarily creatures of logic-laugh. Tonight you spend time thinking of ways to make your nest
egg grow.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)
You have a shrewd eye for a bargain and if you are a buyer for a department store
or find yourself in a position to purchase a product, you will find the best buy now.
Making money for business profit should be easy for you now. Cash flow should be markedly
improved now and in the future. Careful, this can give a false sense of security. Sometimes you can
become caught up in a buying frenzy and you may want to exercise control over the quantity of
purchases. Take criticism and interruptions with the understanding that they help you learn and
grow. You may have a slow start when it comes to hard work these days but you will outlast anyone when it comes to seeing things through to the end. You can really enjoy a special social event
tonight.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)
You are glad to be back at work today-an ongoing project has your mind stimulated. You could have some interesting travel experiences today or meet some stranger from a foreign country. There is mystery surrounding a new acquaintance as well. If you have a special workplace, you will more than likely have an environment that is instrumental in helping you to have
creative inspirations. This could involve having an aquarium or perhaps an array of creative tools.
Creative endeavors can help you be quite productive at this time. You are in a good position to
communicate concerning groups, co-workers and society in general. This evening is a good time
to get your own needs met as you can be most persuasive with a loved one.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)
If your attitude toward a good challenge is positive, you will do well today. You
would be wise to look beyond the circumstances and see the whole picture of a situation. The
phase that you are experiencing now emphasizes stability, substance, practicality and the concept
of value-value in the material as well as psychospiritual sense. Positive things are happening in the
workplace and your personal career path has the likelihood of improving. You are able to use good
common sense in the problem-solving subjects that you encounter. Stopping in a natural store to
get some fruits and vegetables this afternoon is a good thing. You may decide to purchase a new
music cd. A love of music brings this day to a most pleasant conclusion.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You excel when it comes to the practical matters. Projects you have been working on for a long time can be completed today. Events may line up in your favor and push you
to new heights of understanding. A promotion or recognition for accomplishments could be
forthcoming. You could find that you are appreciated or valued for your feelings as well as your
ability to achieve tasks well and quickly. This is possibly a turning point in your career, requiring
some careful thought and good judgment. Give yourself plenty of time to think about your life
path. Do not sell yourself short. It would be good to pay attention to how you use your energies
and find a balance. At home tonight is a good time to talk over any new professional plans with
loved ones.

You are at your most practical when it comes to dealing and working with others.
When your skills are called upon, you will know just what to do and can act with certainty. You may
be called upon to solve problems. There may be many instances when you will have to supply a
solution to a particular problem. Your influence is at a high spot. Be prepared to move in different
directions and to work hard. Luck visits you and increases your financial situation. This evening a
cycle of nostalgia begins, emphasizing a need for security and a sense of roots. Family, home, relatives and real estate play a big part in your life at this time. This could include several of your loved
ones getting together for board games, etc. Check out the view from above tonight.
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i n f o r m at i o n
For labor-related inquiries
and complaints:
Call MSAL hotline 128

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS
GOVERNORATE

Sabah Hospital

22450005

Maternity Hospital

24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital

25312700

Chest Hospital

24849400

Farwaniya Hospital

24892010

Adan Hospital

23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital

24840300

Al-Razi Hospital
Physiotherapy Hospital

Ahmadi

24812000

Amiri Hospital

PHARMACY

Jahra
Capital
Farwaniya

Hawally

24846000
24874330/9

ADDRESS

PHONE

Sama Safwan
Abu Halaifa
Danat Al-Sultan

Fahaeel Makka St
Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd
Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd

23915883
23715414
23726558

Modern Jahra
Madina Munawara

Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1
Jahra-Block 92

24575518
24566622

Ahlam
Khaldiya Coop

Fahad Al-Salem St
Khaldiya Coop

22436184
24833967

New Shifa
Ferdous Coop
Modern Safwan

Farwaniya Block 40
Ferdous Coop
Old Kheitan Block 11

24734000
24881201
24726638

Tariq
Hana
Ikhlas
Hawally & Rawdha
Ghadeer
Kindy
Ibn Al-Nafis
Mishrif Coop
Salwa Coop

Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St
Salmiya-Amman St
Hawally-Beirut St
Hawally & Rawdha Coop
Jabriya-Block 1A
Jabriya-Block 3B
Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St
Mishrif Coop
Salwa Coop

25726265
25647075
22625999
22564549
25340559
25326554
25721264
25380581
25628241

Afghanistan

0093

Luxembourg

00352

Albania

00355

Macau

00853

Algeria

00213

Macedonia

00389

Andorra

00376

Madagascar

00261

Angola

00244

Majorca

0034

Anguilla

001264

Malawi

00265

Antiga

001268

Malaysia

0060

Argentina

0054

Maldives

00960

Armenia

00374

Mali

00223

Australia

0061

Malta

00356

Austria

0043

Marshall Islands

00692

Bahamas

001242

Martinique

00596

Bahrain

00973

Mauritania

00222

Bangladesh

00880

Mauritius

00230

Barbados

001246

Mayotte

00269

Belarus

00375

Mexico

0052

Belgium

0032

Micronesia

00691

Belize

00501

Moldova

00373

Benin

00229

Monaco

00377

Bermuda

001441

Mongolia

00976

Bhutan

00975

Montserrat

001664

Bolivia

00591

Morocco

00212

Bosnia

00387

Mozambique

00258

Kaizen center

25716707

Rawda

22517733

Adaliya

22517144

Botswana

00267

Myanmar (Burma)

0095

Khaldiya

24848075

Brazil

0055

Namibia

00264

Kaifan

24849807

Brunei

00673

Nepal

00977

Bulgaria

00359

Netherlands

0031

Shamiya

24848913

Burkina

00226

Netherlands Antilles 00599

Shuwaikh

24814507

Burundi

00257

New Caledonia

Cambodia

00855

New Zealand

0064

Abdullah Salem

22549134

Cameroon

00237

Nicaragua

00505

Nuzha

22526804

Canada

001

Nigar

00227

Cape Verde

00238

Nigeria

00234

Industrial Shuwaikh

24814764

Cayman Islands

001345

Niue

00683

Qadsiya

22515088

Central African

00236

Norfolk Island

00672

Chad

00235

N. Ireland (UK)

0044

Dasmah

22532265

Chile

0056

North Korea

00850

Bneid Al-Gar

22531908

China

0086

Norway

0047

Colombia

0057

Oman

00968

Shaab

22518752

Comoros

00269

Pakistan

0092

22459381

Congo

00242

Palau

00680

Cook Islands

00682

Panama

00507

Costa Rica

00506

Papua New Guinea 00675

Croatia

00385

Paraguay

00595

Cuba

0053

Peru

0051

Cyprus

00357

Philippines

0063

Cyprus (Northern)

0090392

Poland

0048

Czech Republic

00420

Portugal

00351

Denmark

0045

Puerto Rico

001787

Qibla
Ayoun Al-Qibla

22451082

Mirqab

22456536

00687

Sharq

22465401

Salmiya

25746401

Jabriya

25316254

Maidan Hawally

25623444

Diego Garcia

00246

Qatar

00974

Bayan

25388462

Djibouti

00253

Romania

0040

Dominica

001767

Russian Federation 007

Mishref

25381200

Dominican Republic 001809

Rwanda

00250

22630786

Ecuador

00593

Saint Helena

00290

Egypt

0020

Saint Kitts

001869

W Hawally
Sabah

24810221

El Salvador

00503

Saint Lucia

001758

Jahra

24770319

England (UK)

0044

Saint Pierre

00508

Equatorial Guinea

00240

Saint Vincent

001784

Eritrea

00291

Samoa US

00684

Estonia

00372

Samoa West

00685

Ethiopia

00251

San Marino

00378

Falkland Islands

00500

Sao Tone

00239

Faroe Islands

00298

Saudi Arabia

00966

Fiji

00679

Scotland (UK)

0044

Finland

00358

Senegal

00221

New Jahra

24575755

West Jahra

24772608

South Jahra

24775066

North Jahra

24775992

North Jleeb

24311795

Ardhiya

24884079

France

0033

Seychelles

00284

Firdous

24892674

French Guiana

00594

Sierra Leone

00232

French Polynesia

00689

Singapore

0065

Omariya

24719048

Gabon

00241

Slovakia

00421

N Khaitan

24710044

Gambia

00220

Slovenia

00386

Georgia

00995

Solomon Islands

00677

Germany

0049

Somalia

00252

Ghana

00233

South Africa

0027

Gibraltar

00350

South Korea

0082

Greece

0030

Spain

0034

Greenland

00299

Sri Lanka

0094

Grenada

001473

Sudan

00249

Guadeloupe

00590

Suriname

00597

Guam

001671

Swaziland

00268

Guatemala

00502

Sweden

0046

Guinea

00224

Switzerland

0041

Guyana

00592

Syria

00963

Haiti

00509

Fintas

23900322

PRIVATE CLINICS
Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor
25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea
25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb
25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy
25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel
25757700
Dr Adnan Hasan Alwayl
25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly
25732223
Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner
24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali
25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel 25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah
25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory
25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary
22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz
25651426
General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi
24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar
24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem
23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi
25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah 25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi
24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae 25333501
Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy
22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul
22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C) 25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph
66703427
Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

Paediatricians

Plastic Surgeons
Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf

22547272

Dr. Khaled Hamadi

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari

22617700

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed

Dr. Abdel Quttainah

25625030/60

Family Doctor
Dr Divya Damodar

23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists
Dr. Esam Al-Ansari

22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan
DrAdrian arbe

23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin

2572-6666 ext 8321

25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard

25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar

22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof

25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare

23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew

24334282

Dermatology

22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

Endocrinologist

25665898

Dr. Mohammed Salam
Bern University

23845955

Dentists
Dr Anil Thomas

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami

25343406

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar

22641071/2

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly

25739272

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed

22562226

Dr. Salem soso

22618787

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer

22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan

22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash

22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan

25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari

25620111

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer

22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher

25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart
Dr. Adnan Ebil

22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada

22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan
Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra

25728004
25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub

24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani

25654300/3

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

3729596/3729581

Neurologists
Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri

25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan

25345875

Gastrologists
Dr. Sami Aman

22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly

25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali

22633135

Kaizen center
25716707

Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924
Physiotherapists & VD
Dr. Deyaa Shehab

25722291

Noor Clinic
23845955

22666288

Rheumatologists:
Dr. Adel Al-Awadi

22655539

25339330

Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan

General Surgeons

Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman

25330060

Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah

25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart
DR.Mohammes Akkad

24555050 Ext 210

Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
Assistant Professor Of Medicine
Head, Division of Cardiology
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital
25339667
Consultant Cardiologist
Dr. Farida Al-Habib
MD, PH.D, FACC
Inaya German Medical Center
Te: 2575077
Fax: 25723123

2611555-2622555

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Serbia

00381

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Taiwan

00886

Honduras

00504

Tanzania

00255

Hong Kong

00852

Thailand

0066

Hungary

0036

Toga

00228

Ibiza (Spain)

0034

Tonga

00676

Iceland

00354

Tokelau

00690

India

0091

Trinidad

001868

Indian Ocean

00873

Tunisia

00216

Indonesia

0062

Turkey

0090

Iran

0098

Tuvalu

00688

Iraq

00964

Uganda

00256

Ireland

00353

Ukraine

00380

Italy

0039

United Arab Emirates 00976

Ivory Coast

00225

United Kingdom

0044

Jamaica

001876

Uruguay

00598

Japan

0081

USA

001

Jordan

00962

Uzbekistan

00998

Kazakhstan

007

Vanuatu

00678

Kenya

00254

Venezuela

00582

Kiribati

00686

Vietnam

0084

Kuwait

00965

Virgin Islands UK

001284

Kyrgyzstan

00996

Virgin Islands US

001340

Laos

00856

Wales (UK)

0044

Latvia

00371

Yemen

00967

Lebanon

00961

Yugoslavia

00381

Liberia

00231

Zambia

00260

Libya

00218

Zimbabwe

00263

Lithuania

00370
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G O S S I P

Tempah make comeback with Jess Glynne single

T

inie Tempah is set for a comeback next
month with a new single featuring Jess
Glynne. The ‘Pass Out’ hitmaker - whose last
LP was 2013’s ‘Demonstration’ - will release ‘No
Letting Go’ with the songstress, who had a worldwide hit with Clean Bandit with ‘Rather Be’.
Speaking about how he discovered Jess, the rapper revealed: “I’ve been a fan of Jess since I heard
her song ‘Home’. We met properly at the BRITs last

year and spoke about doing something together.
We both had crazy summers and kept bumping
into each other at festivals. We eventually set a
date for studio with Bless Beats who produced the
track and it just kind of happened.” On their inspiration for the song, Tinie, 26, revealed he and Jess,
25, wanted to make a track that “captured” the
summer feeling in London. He explained: “Both
being Londoners, I wanted to make a song that

captured that London summertime feeling which
is always the best time of the year for me and the
time where I’ve had my most romantic experience.
So it’s an ode to a girl I met and our experiences in
this amazing city we call home - London!” ‘Not
Letting Go’ will be released on 21 June.

Ed Sheeran: Modern
pop stars are more
savvy than Gallagher

Lewis has
‘grown up a
lot’ for new LP

E

d Sheeran thinks Noel Gallagher’s view that modern musicians are
“careerist” is a compliment. The 47-year-old High Flying Birds frontman previously attacked today’s generation of rock and pop stars for
being too focused on accomplishments and wanting to be involved in the
business side of their careers. Noel previously said: “One of the main differences for me is that bands these days are careerists.” However, Ed thinks it’s
a good thing that artists are more “savvy and sensible” than they were in the
90s when Noel conquered the world with Oasis. The ‘Thinking Out Loud’
hitmaker told Big Issue magazine: “I know it’s not a very artistic thing to be,
into the way things work, but I wanna know everything. Drake’s the same,
Taylor Swift knows everything about everything. “Pop stars nowadays are
just more sensible, more savvy because it doesn’t last as long. It’s do your
time, earn your money, buy some property and when it all goes to s**t
you’ve got something to fall back on. Whereas his [Noel’s] generation, a lot
of people just lived for the day. And managers were crooks, record labels
took 50 percent.” He added: “When I signed my deal my manager said, ‘I
know the deal you gave to James Blunt last week so you’ll give Ed exactly
the same because I know you can.’ Before, it was, ‘Record deal? Cool! Sign,
done, hits, where’s the money!?’ Now, everyone’s cautious.”

L

eona Lewis has “definitely grown up a lot” for her new
album. The ‘Bleeding Love’ hitmaker - whose last
record, ‘Christmas, with Love’ was released in 2013 split from Simon Cowell’s Syco label last year and signed a
deal with Island Records, during which she feels she has
become a lot more mature. She said: “I’m still the same but
I’ve definitely grown up a lot.” The 30-year-old star continued to say her new-found maturity has helped her to make
changes in her life, which she has penned tracks about on
her fifth studio album, set to be released later this year. She
explained: “I had to make some pretty big changes in my
life and in certain situations, which has definitely tested
me, but a lot of that I’ve written about in this new record.”
The ‘X Factor’ winner - who won the third series of the talent show in 2006 - added she now feels much stronger
artistically, because she has written honest songs and
spent time “empowering” herself. Speaking to Ken Bruce on
BBC Radio 2, who premiered her new single ‘Fire Under My
Feet’, she said: “I went out and made this record on my own
really. “It’s definitely come from a very strong place, and it’s
just all about empowering myself and hopefully other people through it.”

Charlize Theron:
Women are misrepresented in
sci-fi movies

C

harlize Theron thinks women are misrepresented in sci-fi movies. The 39year-old actress stars as one-armed Imperator Furiosa in ‘Mad Max: Fury
Road’ and has claimed the movie is unusual in that it features strong female
lead characters. She reflected: “I’ve always wanted to explore the genre a little bit
more, especially because I think it’s such a misconception that women don’t like
the genre, or that they don’t want to go and see these movies. “I just feel like
women have been so misrepresented in these films - why do we have to go and
see the genre every single time with the girl in the back of the frame in a push-up
bra? Why isn’t there a girl that’s standing on the same playing field with the guys?”
The George Miller-directed movie also features ZoÎ Kravitz and Rosie HuntingtonWhiteley, and Charlize has backed the film’s female contingent to survive in a postapocalyptic world. She told ‘Live! With Kelly and Michael’: “We don’t want to be
guys, but in a post-apocalyptic world, we will survive! There’s something really,
really nice about playing this woman who is a woman, first of all, but is a rogue
warrior just like Max, and can fight just as well as Max with one arm. “I think all the
women - there’s a lot of women in this movie, like three different generations of
women in this story, and I think they’re represented really well. And they kick butt.”

A

nne Hathaway is to play the lead role in ‘Colossal’. The Oscarwinning actress has signed on to star in the eagerly-awaited
project from director Nacho Vigalondo, which has been
described as a cross between ‘Godzilla’ and ‘Lost in Translation’. The
32-year-old star - who recently appeared in Christopher Nolan’s
‘Interstellar’ - has been cast in the role of Gloria, who moves back to
her hometown after losing her job as well as her fiance. Thereafter,
Gloria learns that a giant lizard has attacked Tokyo, Japan and most
shockingly, she seems to have a psychic connection with it. Gloria
then sets about the task of trying to determine why she has such a
major impact on the fate of the world. Anne recently caused a stir
when she appeared in a one-woman stage show in New York, in
which she played a fighter pilot sidelined after childbirth to become
a drone operator. Prior to that, the actress starred in ‘Song One’, in
which she played a graduate student who traveled to New York to
see her brother who’s in a coma. Anne’s husband Adam Shulman
was a producer on the movie and she revealed it was a harmonious
experience. She said: “I know how irritating this answer is going to
be. I was always happy to see him when I got home.”

Reid hints at new
American Pie film

T

ara Reid has hinted a new ‘American Pie’ film is
in the works. The 39-year-old actress starred
in the 1999 original but has now suggested a
fifth theatrical film could be added to the series,
with the movie set in Las Vegas. Speaking on KIIS
FM’s ‘Kyle & Jackie O Show’, she said: “There’s actually talks about [a fifth movie], they may be doing it
in Las Vegas.” The former ‘Celebrity Big Brother’ star
- who played Vicky in the films - added she is eager
to return to the franchise, as the theatrical films
have grossed more than $989 million worldwide. It
was previously believed ‘American Reunion’, which

hit cinema screens in 2012 following a nine-year
hiatus, would be the final film in the series, but
bosses were reportedly impressed by how it performed at the box office and are keen to capitalize
on its success. However, the ‘Sharknado’ star admitted there would be tension on set if the film did
happen, as she has been left disappointed by costar Jason Biggs who last year said “no one knows
what’s going on with Tara’s body”. Responding to
the comments, she insisted: “I don’t like his statements in the press but I like him as a person.”

Neeson in talks to star
in ‘A Willing Patriot’

L

iam Neeson is in final negotiations to star
in new action movie ‘A Willing Patriot’. The
62-year-old actor, who’d previously suggested he wouldn’t appear in another action
film, will play a CIA agent who tries to outsmart
and capture a terrorist in the Martin Zandvlietdirected movie. Producer Marc Butan said: “Liam
Neeson is one of the defining actors of our generation and audiences will love him in this
role.”After seeing Martin’s new film ‘Land Of
Mine’, we knew he was an incredible storyteller
and the perfect match to collaborate with Liam.”
This comes after Liam revealed he doesn’t film a
fight scene more than three times because he

Hathaway to
play lead
in Colossal

fears he’ll get “exhausted”. Liam - who starred as
ex-covert operative Bryan Mills in the ‘Taken’
franchise - said: “Each shot depends on lot of
things but at the third, I’m exhausted, so we try
not to repeat each scene more than three
times.” We rehearse a lot fights so that when we
shot there is no accident and no punch, at least
until now.” Meanwhile, Liam previously revealed:
“I get sent quite a few action-orientated scripts,
which is great. I’m not knocking it. It’s very flattering. But there is a limit of course.”
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Fox calling an end to

F

ox is lowering the curtain on “American Idol,” ending a
series that dominated television throughout the 2000s
and made stars of the likes of Simon Cowell, Kelly
Clarkson and Carrie Underwood. The network announced yesterday that “American Idol” will go off the air after its 15th season next spring. The cast from the past seasons, with Ryan
Seacrest as host and Jennifer Lopez, Keith Urban and Harry
Connick Jr as judges, will return for a season-long celebration
of the show’s history.
“American Idol” faded over the past few years, eclipsed in
the music competition genre it pioneered by “The Voice” on
NBC. Personnel changes didn’t help, and neither did tinkering
with the format, as the show fell victim to what usually kills off
most television series - old age. Still, it was a solid performer
for a Fox network that struggles in the ratings. Dana Walden,
co-chairman and CEO of the Fox Television Group, described it
as a “pretty emotional decision” to end “American Idol.”
Fox and the show’s producers were discussing how the
series would continue, but ultimately “we all arrived at the
conclusion that it was time to bring the show to an end,” said
Gary Newman, co-chairman and CEO. “But we wanted to do it
in a way that was special and celebratory.” “Idol” was a quick
hit, with fans following contestants who sought the prized
“yellow ticket” to Hollywood and a chance at stardom. In the
early years, “American Idol” also showed many of the cringeworthy auditions of contestants with no hope of winning, but
has generally resisted those recently.
Peak average
Simon Cowell, the Brit with a tart tongue and honest
assessments, became a star as judge, along with his fellow
originals, Paula Abdul and Randy Jackson. The big-voiced
Clarkson became a major pop star after winning “Idol,” and
Underwood is a solid performer on the country charts.

‘American Idol’

Personalities like Adam Lambert and Clay Aiken also became
household names after competing on “Idol.” Walden said there
are no specific plans yet, but that several former contestants
and judges have already expressed “a lot of enthusiasm” for
coming back and celebrating the show’s legacy in its final
year.
“We’re going to deliver a really special season next year,”
Newman said. The series averaged 12.69 million viewers during its initial run in 2002, but exploded quickly thereafter,
reaching a peak average of more than 30 million viewers each
episode in 2006, according to the Nielsen company. It continued averaging more than 20 million viewers an episode
through the 2011 season, when its popularity declined. Its star
at Fox was eclipsed this season by the music-based soap
opera “Empire,” which will launch its second season in the fall.
So far this year, “American Idol” is averaging 9.15 million viewers per episode, Nielsen said. The show will run in a similar format next season as it has this year, airing Wednesday and
Thursday nights starting in January for the beginning stages,
then once a week on Thursday for the second part of the season, Fox said. — AP

From left to right, singer Keith Urban,
singer and actress Jennifer Lopez, and
singer Harry Connick, Jr arrive on set of
‘American Idol’ in Los Angeles. — AP

Tom Hanks Thriller ‘The Circle’
gets financing from image nation

I

Conductor Sir Simon Rattle gestures prior to a dress rehearsal for Richard Wagner’s opera
‘Goetterdaemmerung’ which was part of the Salzburg Easter Festival in Salzburg, Austria. — AP

Berlin Philharmonic fails

mage Nation Abu Dhabi has come on board
to fully finance the Tom Hanks thriller “The
Circle.” “The Spectacular Now” director James
Ponsoldt is helming the adaptation of Dave
Eggers’ novel. IM Global is handling international sales on the film, which will be shopped at
Cannes. UTA Independent Film Group and CAA
will jointly rep US rights. The film will be presented by Image Nation in association with
Parkes MacDonald Productions. Hanks, Gary
Goetzman for Playtone, Anthony Bregman for
Likely Story, and Ponsoldt will produce.
Alicia Vikander (“Ex Machina”) will also star
alongside Hanks, with shooting starting this
August in California. Eggers’ novel focuses on a
young woman who’s hired for a big job in an
online monopoly called the Circle, which links
users’ personal emails, social media, banking
and purchasing with their universal operating
system. The novel turns into a thriller about the

perils of life in a digital age where privacy is
obsolete.
Image Nation and Parkes Macdonald have
also partnered on the upcoming feature documentary “He Named Me Malala,” directed by
Davis Guggenheim and to be released worldwide by Fox Searchlight. Ponsoldt is repped by
Brillstein Entertainment Partners and attorneys
Andrew Hurwitz and Alan Sacks at Frankfurt
Kurnit Klein &amp; Selz. Vikander is repped by
UTA, Tavinstock Wood Management and Actors
in Scandinavia. — Reuters

Tom Hanks

to elect new chief conductor

M

usicians from the prestigious
Berlin Philharmonic failed to elect
their next chief conductor Monday
after more than 11 hours of suspense-filled
secret voting and discussions but will try
again “within a year”. “I must unfortunately
tell you that we haven’t reached any result,”
orchestra board member Peter Riegelbauer
told reporters, adding there had been several rounds of voting.
“We must continue the process, that will
happen within a year,” he added. The
orchestra’s 124 permanent musicians had
been called to a church building in the
south west of the German capital at around
0800 GMT for the highly-anticipated ballot
to choose a successor to Britain’s Sir Simon
Rattle in 2018. Members are sworn to
secrecy and are even required to leave their
mobile phones and any recording devices
outside for the conclave, often likened to a
papal election, minus the white smoke.
The global community of classical music
aficionados has been abuzz for weeks
about who will take up the baton and
assume the title of artistic director in Berlinthe mystery heightened by the fact that
“every living conductor” is a potential candidate. After initially keeping the location
of the ballot secret, the Philharmonic notified journalists to meet at 1200 GMT at the
Protestant Jesus Christ Church in Berlin’s
leafy southwest to await the announcement, warning them to prepare for “possibly a long wait”.
News of an appointment had initially
been slated for around 1200 GMT, then for
two hours later. But it was then further
delayed several times through the evening,
as musicians huddled inside the red-brick
church, a space which the orchestra has
repeatedly used for performances and
recordings since World War II. Riegelbauer
said discussions has been conducted in an
“amicable, cooperative atmosphere” but
that there were “quite fundamentally varying positions” among the musicians.
Secret ballot
Among the names being talked about
have been Berlin native Christian
Thielemann, 56, now at the Staatskapelle
Dresden, who favors German composers
Richard Wagner, Johannes Brahms and
Richard Strauss. Others include Latvian
Andris Nelsons, 37, who heads the Boston

and Birmingham symphony orchestras, and
curly-haired Venezuelan Gustavo Dudamel,
34, who is nicknamed “the Dude” and now
conducts the Los Angeles Philharmonic.
Another strong contender has been the
musical director of the Berlin State Opera,
Argentine-born Israeli Daniel Barenboim,
72, although he recently said he was not a
candidate.
Secret vote
The Berlin Philharmonic-founded in
1882 and seen by many as the best orchestra in the world-is unique in that its musicians chose their chief conductor themselves while elsewhere it is boards and
trustees, or sometimes politicians, who
decide. In the secret vote, the orchestra’s
members were to first propose a list of candidates, then discuss them and vote to create a shortlist, followed by rounds of voting
until one candidate emerges with a “clear
majority”.
The exact number of votes cast for each
candidate is kept secret. Once a candidate
is picked, a member of the voting committee calls the person to offer him or her the
job. The vote would normally have been
held in the Philharmonie in central Berlin.
But a special ceremonial concert is due to
take place in the building today to mark 50
years of diplomatic relations between
Germany and Israel, forcing unusually tight
security measures.
‘Hardest, best job’
Rattle, who has led the “Berliner
Philharmoniker” since 2002, will take over as
chief conductor of the London Symphony
Orchestra in 2017. He will spend the year
after that commuting to London from
Berlin-where he lives with his third wife,
mezzo soprano Magdalena Kozena, and
their young family-before finally handing
over the Berlin baton. The 60-year-old
Liverpudlian, with his characteristic mop of
white hair, said recently that Berlin was
“simultaneously the hardest and best conducting job in the world.” With still three
more years to go in the German capital, he
said his time in its iconic concert hall, the
Philharmonie, has been “exceptional”. — AFP

Film Review

‘You Are My Sunshine’
A

tortuous, tawdry pulp romance set in
Shanghai and San Francisco and strung out
over 10 years, “You Are My Sunshine” feels
like a puzzle with half the pieces missing. The film’s
mainland Chinese co-helmers-TV journeyman Yang
Wenjun and A-list artist-manager Ronald Huangdemonstrate little grasp of cinematic technique or
artistic taste here, while leads Huang Xiaoming and
Mini Yang generate less chemistry than two
strangers trapped in an elevator. Still, the avid popularity of Gu Man’s online source novel and its TV
drama spinoff have kept this bigscreen adaptation
blazing bright at the domestic B.O., where it’s
earned about $45.2 million in a week. As the film
will barely make sense to anyone who’s not a diehard fan of the franchise, overseas prospects are
much cloudier.
Viewers who’ve seen Guo Jingming’s “Tiny
Times,” China’s most lucrative novel-to-screen phenomenon, may wonder if they’ve slipped back into
the same artificially gilded and emotionally vacant
world-no surprise, since both films are rolled out by
Le Vision Pictures and sport the same upscale look
manufactured by Taiwanese stylist Rosalie Huang
and lenser Randy Che. “You Are My Sunshine” even
stars “Tiny Times” heroine Mini Yang, once again
playing a flaky, simpering woman-child who thrives
on the abuse of powerful men, with the flamboyant best friend again played by Hsieh Yi-lin.
With a rags-to-riches segment set in California
where Tong Dawei plays a budding IT entrepreneur,
the film also tries to appropriate crowd-pleasing
elements from “American Dreams in China,” which
paired Tong with Huang. While the film lacks anything resembling its own identity, its runaway success indicates that mainland viewers still haven’t
grown tired of college nostalgia, or glossy productions with a melodramatic/lifestyle-magazine sensibility. (The film enjoyed 33% of screening slots on
opening day, while arthouse offerings like Wang
Xiaoshuai’s “Red Amnesia” and Sylvia Chang’s
“Murmur of the Hearts” were squeezed with only
1%.)

bittersweet experience of a couple who can’t stop
breaking and making up, the film fails to convince
audiences of why they love each other so much. On
a 2005 ferry boat to Alcatraz, Chinese student
Mosheng (Yang) illegally solicits tourists to get their
photos taken by her. Before there’s time to say
“cheesy,” the time frame leaps ahead to 2015, and
she’s back in her native Shanghai.
Amazingly, knowing how to handle a Polaroid
camera was enough to land her a career as fashion
photographer for the city’s most chic style magazine. At a supermarket, she runs into old flame
Yichen (Huang), now a hotshot corporate lawyer.
When she sees him dating his foster sister Yimei
(Angelababy), it throws her into such a tizzy that
she knocks over a mountain of merchandise. As in
“Fifty Shades of Grey,” the sight of a femme tripping
over herself proves more arousing than any plunging neckline, leading to the first of many electrifying stare-downs. Again and again, they bump into
each other-or rather, he stalks her, howls at her for
leaving him seven years ago, and overpowers her
with his embraces.

Emotional level
The Chinese title, from Gu’s Web fiction, translates as “Why are the flutes and sheng (Chinese
reed instrument) silent?”-an homage to a famous
verse in 1930s romantic poet Hsu Chih-mo’s “On
Leaving Cambridge.” Try as it might to evoke the

Romantic shenanigans
Already poorly developed on an emotional level, the film further disrupts its own momentum and
sequential logic with a series of flashbacks tracing
how the couple first met in college in 2002. There’s
really nothing off-the-wall about their romantic
shenanigans other than oodles of ickiness, epitomized by Mosheng force-feeding Yichen durian
candy (just because in Chinese, the malodorous
fruit puns with “lingering love”).
From there, the yarn becomes an all-out potboiler, revealing shady connections between
Yichen’s deceased parents and Mosheng’s mayor
dad, Zhao Qingyuan (Yao Anlian), and stepmother,
Madame Pei (Joan Chen). For a while the film generates some suspense, raising the question of
whether Yichen might be forced to choose
between love and revenge, but the dramatic arc
ultimately flatlines. The appearance of Mosheng’s
ex-husband, Ying Hui (Tong, still speaking awful
English), raises expectations of love-triangle
shenanigans, but it turns out to be just an excuse to
recount Ying and Mosheng’s hipster life in sunny
California. The denouement and epilogue leave
many loose ends dangling, but few will care.
The performances don’t benefit much from the
crudeness of the characterizations. Yichen exhibits
bipolar traits, flying into a rage one moment, breaking down in tears the next; by turns starchy and
weirdly menacing, Huang keeps you guessing as to
whether he’ll kiss Mosheng or hit her. Flapping
about saucer-eyed, Mini Yang strains to convince as
a ditzy babe. As Yichen’s intern-cum-personal-bartender, Tao (formerly of Korean boy band EXO) cultivates a metrosexual image copied from Japanese
manga “The Black Butler,” to gratuitous effect. Hsieh
phones in her perf as the bossy bestie, a role she’s
repeated ad nauseum in every mainland romantic
comedy she’s done.
Of the pedestrian tech credits, most grating is
the indiscriminate backlighting, which cloaks faces
in a yellowish brightness; some shots are held so
long they morph into freeze-frame. Music provides
an overdose of Jimmie Davies’ iconic song (supposedly Mosheng’s favorite), while the sound mix is
muddled and deafening. — Reuters

Hollywood accused of gender bias in hiring women directors

T

he ACLU of Southern California and the national ACLU
Women’s Rights Project said yesterday they are asking
federal and California civil rights agencies to investigate
what they call “the systemic failure” to hire women directors in
the film and television industry. The organizations have compiled statistical evidence of what they term “dramatic disparities” in the hiring of women. These findings are bolstered by

anecdotal accounts gathered from 50 women directors.
Fewer women are working as directors today than two
decades ago, according to the organizations. They estimate
that, in 2014, women represented only 7 percent of directors
on the 250 top-grossing films. That is 2 percentage points lower than in 1998. Ariela Migdal of the ACLU Women’s Rights
Project said, “Women directors simply aren’t getting a fair

opportunity to succeed.” Recent research by the University of
Southern California’s Media, Diversity & Social Change
Initiative found a general perception in Hollywood that stories
by or about women are more niche than mainstream, and
therefore less profitable. A recent study by USC and the advocacy group Women in Film shows women have represented
fewer than 5 percent of directors of top films during the past

two decades. “Blatant and extreme gender inequality in this
large and important industry is shameful and unacceptable,”
said Melissa Goodman, director of the ACLU SoCal’s LGBTQ,
Gender & Reproductive Justice Project. — AP
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French actress Marion Cotillard arrives at the Dior Resort 2015 catwalk show presented in Cannes, southeastern France,
Monday. — AP photos

Actress Cressida Bonas

Actress Dakota Fanning

Actress ZoÎ Kravitz

Dior’s cruise show draws celebrity crowd before Cannes

W

ith stunning views of the French Riviera and the
spatial brilliance of the famed “Bubble House” as a
backdrop, Dior faced some serious competition
for the best visuals at its cruise show Monday night. But the
fashion house did not disappoint, presenting a collection
both abstract and traditional,
filled with bold colors and asymmetrical designs. The
cruise show was back on the Riviera after showing in
Brooklyn last spring. This year, Dior selected the Palais
Bulles owned by fashion designer Pierre Cardin, nestled in
the mountain tops outside of Cannes, which plays host to
the film festival that kicks off Wednesday.

The celluloid set was there in all its glory: Oscar winner
Marion Cotillard, Zoe Kravitz, Theresa Palmer and Dakota
Fanning. Cardin joined them at the intimate show, staged
in one of the outdoor spaces of his mansion. Dior creative
director Raf Simons said the collection was inspired by the
Riviera, and the looks of some of the dresses reflected the
brilliant blues and greens of the ocean, made metallic in a
multicolored skirt and a matching dress. There were fashions for a casual beach day and more formal events, and
some that required a very specific occasion - a green tweed
knitted hot pants body suit, for example.
Fanning was among those impressed by show. “I liked

This photo provided by Spoonflower shows fabric design by Australian
Julie Lynch that offers a graphic version of a vine print with her Mod
Foliage. — AP photos

the short flouncy dresses and skirts,” she said. “I always look
at things that are short because I’m a shorter girl and I can’t
wear the things those really tall girls wear.” She was even
more awed by the setting. “It’s amazing. It’s so great to be
in this location. It’s really kind of crazy,” she said. “It’s really
cool to be here.” After it got dark, there was one more dazzling visual display -a fireworks show. — AP

A detail of fabric design by Parisienne Christine Legeret who turns a fashion silhouette into an atomic age print she calls Midcentury Dress
Cocktail, in a great mid-decade yellow with aqua accents.

UK-based artist Alex Morgan’s Chair Pod that does a kicky repeat of a 70sesque lounge chair in hot orange, black and gray.

Textiles bring midcentury-modern style home

H

ave you discovered midcentury-modern style and
gone hunting for a great piece of furniture from the
era? Vintage pieces are pricey, and even well-made
reproductions can challenge the bank account. So while
you’re saving up for that Eero Saarinen Womb settee or
George Nelson Coconut chair, why not delve into the era
through textiles? Whether you’re intrigued by the idea of
collecting original pieces, or just want to jazz up a pillow or
a window with a great reproduction pattern, you’ll find lots
of material out there.
Paul Macovsky, editorial director of Metropolis magazine, is working on a book about American midcenturymodern screen-printed fabrics. “I’m drawn to screen-printed textiles from the 1940s, ‘50s and ‘60s,” he says. “During
the post-war period, Americans looked to the future and
were willing to embrace new, progressive things. A group
of small, design-driven companies collaborated with
designers, architects and artists to create beautiful, modern, abstract patterned fabrics. So if you can’t afford a
painting by one of these artists, you could get a few yards

of fabrics to make into pillows or hang as curtains.”
For Judith Gura, director of the design history program
at New York School of Interior Design, the appeal of these
textiles is their exuberance. “They tend to be lively patterns, with fresh and often bright colors,” she says. “And in
addition to looking right on midcentury furniture, they’re a
fresh look for traditional pieces as well.” She cautions those
hunting for antique pieces: “The problem in looking for
vintage textiles is that it’s difficult to find enough yardage
to do much with them. ... Genuine old material might be
enough for a pillow or two, but something 50 to 60 years
old might not stand up well for drapery or upholstery.
Framed as wall art, they’re fine.”
Where to look
A sampling of places to find vintage and modern versions: Maharam carries upholstery patterns by American
designers like Charles and Ray Eames, George Nelson and
Alexander Girard. Furniture giant Knoll has reintroduced
several patterns from the ‘50s, ‘60s and early ‘70s for its

Archival Design drapery fabric collection. DwellStudio has
teamed with Robert Allen on a collection of midcentury
designs in both cotton and Sunbrella, a weather-resistant
fabric. Check out Carrington, Jacinto, Nordic Stripe and
Futura - all have a graphic, mid-mod vibe and come in a
range of era-centric colors.
At spoon flower website, you’ll find some contemporary
designers’ interpretations of vintage patterns. Australian
Julie Lynch offers a graphic version of a vine print with her
Mod Foliage; a Chair Pod from British artist Alex Morgan is
a kicky repeat of a ‘70s-esque lounge chair in hot orange,
black and gray; Christine Legeret of Paris turns a fashion silhouette into an atomic-age print she calls Midcentury
Dress Cocktail, in yellow with aqua accents. All the prints
come in an array of fabrics.
Check out modern fabrics website as well for textiles
from Kravet, Knoll and Luna Textiles, particularly in solids
and nubby textures. They’re well-priced, but yardage may
be limited, so check in regularly. “I always look for identifications along the selvedge (edge) of the fabric, with the

name of the designer, fabric and company,” says Macovsky.
“There are some fabrics by midcentury Scandinavian and
British designers that are back in production, so you have
to do a little bit of research to find out if they are vintage or
reproductions.”
Leslie Jackson’s “20th Century Pattern Design”
(Princeton Architectural Press, 2011) can help you learn
about patterned fabrics and wall coverings. New York’s
Cooper Hewitt and Metropolitan Museum, Washington’s
Smithsonian Design Museum and the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, among others, have strong collections of
20th century textiles. Many institutions have been digitally
photographing their vintage pieces, so you can peruse the
collections online, at home - perhaps in a room that may
soon feature a pillow, upholstery, curtain or rug graced
with one of these interesting prints. — AP

Picasso painting sells for $179m;
Giacometti sculpture $141m

A

A guard stands beside Alberto Giacometti’s life-size sculpture Pointing Man after it sold
for more than $141 million. — AP photos

Auctioneer Jussi Pylkkanen gestures during the bidding of Pablo Picasso’s Women of
Algiers (Version O), which sold for nearly $179.4 million.

vibrant, multi-hued painting from Pablo Picasso
set a world record for artwork at auction, selling
for $179.4 million on Monday night, and a sculpture by Alberto Giacometti set a record for most expensive sculpture, at $141.3 million. Picasso’s “Women of
Algiers (Version O)” and Giacometti’s life-size “Pointing
Man” were among dozens of masterpieces from the
20th century Christie’s offered in a curated sale titled
“Looking Forward to the Past.”
Christie’s global president, Jussi Pylkkanen, who was
the auctioneer, said the two pieces are outstanding
works of art. “I’ve never worked with two such beautiful
objects,” Pylkkanen said. The Picasso price,
$179,365,000, and the Giacometti price, $141,285,000,
included the auction house’s premium. The buyers
elected to remain anonymous. Overall, 34 of 35 lots sold
at Monday’s auction for a total of $706 million.
Experts say the prices were driven by artworks’
investment value and by wealthy collectors seeking out
the very best works. “I don’t really see an end to it,
unless interest rates drop sharply, which I don’t see happening in the near future,” Manhattan dealer Richard
Feigen said. Impressionist and modern artworks continue to corner the market because “they are beautiful,
accessible and a proven value,” added Sarah Lichtman,
professor of design history and curatorial studies at The
New School.
Private collection
“I think we will continue to see the financiers seek-

ing these works out as they would a blue chip company
that pays reliable dividends for years to come,” she said.
“Women of Algiers,” once owned by the American collectors Victor and Sally Ganz, was inspired by Picasso’s
fascination with the 19th-century French artist Eugene
Delacroix. It is part of a 15 work series Picasso created in
1954-55 designated with the letters A through O. It has
appeared in several major museum retrospectives of
the Spanish artist. The most expensive artwork sold at
auction had been Francis Bacon’s “Three Studies of
Lucian Freud,” which Christie’s sold for $142.4 million in
2013. “Pointing Man,” depicting a skinny 5-foot (1.5meter)-high bronze figure with extended arms, has
been in the same private collection for 45 years.
Giacometti, who died in 1966, made six casts of the
work; four are in museums, and the others are in private
hands and a foundation collection. His “Walking Man I”
had held the auction record for a sculpture. It sold for
$104.3 million in 2010.
Among other highlights at Christie’s was Peter
Doig’s “Swamped,” a 1990 painting of a canoe in a
moonlit lagoon, which sold for slightly less than $26
million, a record for the British artist. Monet’s “The
Houses of Parliament, At Sunset,” a lush painting of rich
blues and magenta created in 1900-01, sold for $40.5
million, in line with pre-sale estimates but well short of a
record for the artist. Christie’s also had a Mark Rothko for
sale. “No. 36 (Black Stripe),” which had never appeared at
auction, also sold for $40.5 million, on par with predictions. The 1958 work was sold by German collector

Frieder Burda, who exhibited it in his museum in BadenBaden for several years. Last year, Christie’s said its global sales of impressionist and modern art were $1.2 billion, an increase of 19 percent over the previous year. —
AP

Jean Michel Basquiat’s ‘Untitled,’ a 1982 work of
oil stick and ink on paper, sold for $13.605 million.
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Adirondack chairs along a bicycle route bordering the St Lawrence River in Quebec.

Sunset over the St Lawrence River, seen from Rimouski on the eastern shore, along Quebecís Route Verte (Green Way) cycling network.

When a river is a sea of tranquility
T

A girl runs through a landscape design adjacent to the St Lawrence River at Jardins
de Metis/Reford Gardens along the Route Verte Cycling network near Grand-Metis,
Quebec. — AP photos

he St Lawrence River in Quebec is like a pastoral painting along most of its length, wild in
so many places, gently settled in others - a sea
of tranquility for the spirit no matter how rough the
waters or dark the sky. You can pick your peace here.
The choices are endless, from the outskirts of
Montreal to Land’s End in the Gaspe Peninsula some
600 miles (960 kilometers) away. Which side of the
river is better? Which, on official lists of Quebec’s
most beautiful villages, is fairest of them all? There
are no right answers.
But on this grand canvas, here’s one vibrant
brush stroke, about 50 miles (80 kilometers) long,
where you can find solitude by the wide water, natural beauty all around, art that melds into the landscape, memorable sunsets and some pretty great
bagels if the man who makes them happens to be
around when you roll into his driveway. This stretch
runs, as the river flows, from Saint-Simon nearly
three hours east of Quebec City to Grand-Metis at
the edge of the Gaspe. Some highlights:
The gardens
In Quebec’s too-short summer, nature goes
bonkers: brilliant flowers everywhere, exploding in
the wild, dressing up every street in every village.
Les Jardins de Metis, also known as Reford Gardens,
is a half-day’s diversion or more, combining traditional manicured gardens with an edgy, whimsical
series of sculptures and art installations.
One of the most popular is among the simplest:
“Making Circles in the Water,” by New York City urban
landscape artist Diana Balmori. A series of walkthrough circles looking out on the river, like an oversized telescope, the installation invites serenityseekers to stroll through - but not really to dig for
deeper meaning. “There is nothing that you need to
remember about this,” Balmori says in a video about
it, “just to look, and see how a landscape looks, from
different angles.”

A bird flies during sunset over the St Lawrence River.

The inn
In Sainte-Flavie, 15 minutes away, the Gagnon
family of artists runs an inn and art center (Centre
d’Art Marcel Gagnon) with cozy, well-appointed
rooms looking out on the river, galleries inside and

Antietam National Battlefieldís quiet hills and meadows, seen in this photo, in Sharpsburg, Md.—AP photos

dozens of statues stretching out into the water,
made by the patriarch, Marcel. The dramatic tides
swallow and lay bare those sculptures, which look
eerie in fog but weird anytime. The shore here is a
gorgeous, quiet stroll, perfect for beachcombing
and carving initials in hard-packed sand.

Catholic church, zero litter, those ubiquitous flower
beds, and charming bakeries and coffee shops - is in
evidence here and well beyond.
Sainte-Luce, for one, has the feel of a small resort,
lively but with grace. In one of these places, take in
the sunsets for which this leg of the river is known.
On an August night last year, slashes of scarlet, pink

Marcel Gagnonís ghostly statues stretch out into the St Lawrence River.
The park
The Appalachian Mountain range that begins in
the southeastern US sinks into the water here, with
seals sunning on rocks in a cove, carpets of rose
bushes lining trails, hills rising sharply from the
water and photographers with long lenses and
tripods feasting on the scene like pelicans. Bic Park,
outside the city of Rimouski, offers a network of
trails for hiking and cycling, big enough to find your
own retreat in a popular but not overrun destination.

and gold played out in skies over the distant shore,
30 miles (50 kilometers) across the water.
Those bagels
Saint-Simon Bagel -gives the iconic bagels of
Montreal a run for their money. In a house, not a sitdown place, Saint-Simon is grab and go, and catch
the man as you can.—AP

The villages
The quintessential Quebec village - meaning
pretty, immaculate houses, a commanding Roman

Antietam Creek, photographed at Antietam National Battlefield in Sharpsburg, Md.

Civil War battlefield now a tranquil spot

U

nimaginable violence once raged across the landscape
of Antietam. Now, the sweeping hills and meadows
whisper peace. So consuming is the serenity at
Antietam National Battlefield that it can seduce you into
ignoring the story of the mayhem that unfolded here over 12
hours during the Civil War. Yet even incurious visitors will feel
that history in their bones.
I’ve cycled the park’s roads, walked its trails and sat in its
quiet spaces more times than I can count and still don’t know
which regiments performed what flanking movements.
Markers describing everything are lost on me. I’ve watched
the documentary at the visitor center and barely remember it.
But I can see those soldiers lining a far ridge - tens of thousands of them - as if they were still there and about to
descend into the ghastly killing fields where corn now grows
and waves of grain shudder in the breeze.

Antietam’s spirits seem as real as the clouds, which you
can’t put your hands on, either. More than 23,000 were left
dead, wounded or missing in the bloodiest one-day battle on
US soil, Sept 17, 1862, turning back the Confederacy’s first
invasion of the North at a staggering cost to both sides.
Antietam is no less hallowed but certainly less known than the
fields of Gettysburg 50 miles away. The two places are much
different despite their bond in bloodshed.
Chilling marching orders
A few months after the 1863 Battle of Gettysburg that
inflicted more than 50,000 casualties, Abraham Lincoln delivered a speech at the site counted among the greatest in history. For his troops at Antietam a year earlier, though, he had
nothing like the Gettysburg Address - instead, just crisp, chilling marching orders: “Destroy the rebel army if possible.”

Markers and monuments at Antietam are scattered, modest and not the point of visiting. The power here is from
breathtaking vistas along 9 miles (14.5 kilometers) of up and
down roads, and from hiking trails across the fields. And
unlike in the town of Gettysburg, which is loaded with touristy
spots like General Pickett’s Buffets, the town of Sharpsburg
near Antietam has little more than an amazing ice cream
shop, Nutter’s, where two baseball-sized scoops go for $2.
A bucolic escape in all seasons, a little more than an hour
from Washington, Antietam does not feel crowded even when
the visitor center parking lot is full. Cycling here is a joy, with
scant traffic, buttery pavement and swooping hills and hollows that seem calculated to get you going down so fast that
you are halfway up the next climb before you have to pedal.
(There are a few very aerobic exceptions, where you quickly
earn your ice-cream pig-out.)

Special focus
The grace of this land comes into special focus several
times a year at events such as the open-air Independence Day
concert by the Maryland Symphony Orchestra and a candlelit
display each December. There’s nothing quite like dusk on
that early December day, when more than 23,000 candles
begin to glow in rows across the fields. Each luminaria symbolizes one casualty, as a bagpiper plays on a hill and thousands gather in remembrance before driving slowly through
the park in the dark, headlights out. If you have somehow
eluded Antietam’s spirits any other time, they will find you
then. — AP

When a river is a
sea of tranquility
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A night picture shows the ‘Tree of Life,’ a 35-meter high installation, at the site of the Universal Exhibition 2015 (Expo Milano 2015 or World Exposition 2015) in Milan yesterday. The exhibition runs from May 1st, 2015 to October 31, 2015 on the
theme Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life. The fair focuses on food security, sustainable agricultural practices, nutrition and battling hunger - as well as on dishing out the best fare of the world’s culinary cultures. Cooking shows, restaurants, and
food stalls will be designed to attract visitors in Italy’s financial capital. — AFP

Oklahoma lawmakers call on
school to return stolen Pissarro

M

ore than two dozen Oklahoma legislators signed a resolution Monday calling
for the University of Oklahoma to return
a painting by Pissarro that was stolen by the Nazis
during World War II and to research whether any
of its other works may have been stolen. The resolution by state Rep. Paul Wesselhoft is the Moore
Republican’s latest action involving impressionist
Camille Pissarro 1886 painting “Shepherdess
Bringing in Sheep,” which hangs in the university’s Fred Jones Jr Museum of Art.
“It is simply shameful that the University of
Oklahoma would choose to resist this attempt to
right a wrong,” Wesselhoft said. “These 26 authors
who filed this resolution want to be on the right
side of history.” The university is enmeshed in a
legal dispute with a French Holocaust survivor,
Leone Meyer, who says she is the painting’s rightful heir. She filed a federal lawsuit in New York
seeking the painting’s return, and the case was
transferred last month to the US District Court in
Oklahoma City.
Agreeable resolution
The resolution, if approved, only expresses the
will or intent of the Legislature and does not have
the force and effect of law. It would have no bearing on the lawsuit. The painting was purchased in
1957 for $14,000, but is now worth between
$500,000 and $700,000, said Pierre Ciric, Meyer’s
attorney. In a statement Monday, university officials contend that they have repeatedly tried to

find a “mutually agreeable resolution” and had
even agreed to meet with Meyer and her representatives in Paris.
“While that offer has not yet been accepted,
our goal continues to be to seek a mutually
acceptable resolution to Plaintiff’s claim or, if she
prefers, to continue with the legal process and
abide by the results,” the officials said. Ciric met
with Oklahoma lawmakers last month during a
private screening of “Woman in Gold,” a film starring Helen Mirren about an elderly Jewish
woman’s attempt to reclaim artwork stolen by
the Nazis.
“My client only wants one thing - it’s the painting back,” Ciric told The Associated Press on
Monday. “She’s not looking for any financial settlement or anything like this. She wants her painting back before she dies.” Oklahoma oil tycoon
Aaron Weitzenhoffer and his wife, Clara, bought
the painting from a New York gallery in 1957.
When Clara Weitzenhoffer died in 2000, the
Pissarro painting was among more than 30 works
valued at about $50 million that she donated to
the university.
Ownership history
The university does not dispute that the painting was stolen by the Nazis, but it maintains that
the full history of its ownership history is not yet
known. The school cites a 1953 Swiss court ruling
that the painting’s post-war owners had properly
established ownership and claims that the
Weitnzenhoffer family purchased the painting in
good faith from an art dealer “with legitimate and
verified title consistent with the Swiss court decision.”
“Simply transferring the painting, which was
properly acquired, without first knowing all the
facts would, among other things, set a very poor
precedent and risk disgracing all prior good-faith
purchasers and owners of the painting,” the university said in its statement. Ciric says the Swiss
lawsuit was the result of litigation between
Meyer’s father, Raoul Meyer, and Christoph
Bernoulli, an art dealer who sold the painting
after World War II.
In that case, Raoul Meyer was unsuccessful
because he could not prove Bernoulli’s bad faith
in acquiring the painting, which Ciric says was the
legal standard in place at the time. But Ciric says a
number of experts have widely recognized “that
the legal system in Switzerland after World War II
was not a fair forum for Holocaust survivors filing
art claims.” — AP

A visitor to the Fred Jones Jr Museum of Art at the
University of Oklahoma in Norman, Okla, takes a
photograph of a piece called ‘Shepherdess Bringing
in Sheep’ by French impressionist artist Camille
Pissarro, at the museum. — AP

Miss Japan Ariana Miyamoto walks past elderly women during an exclusive interview with AFP in Tokyo. — AFP

Black Miss Japan fights
for race revolution
A

riana Miyamoto entered the Miss Universe Japan beauty
contest after a mixed-race friend committed suicide. And
she endured abuse after winning the crown because of
her skin color. Far from being put off by the backlash, Miyamoto
resolved to use her new-found fame to help fight racial prejudice-in much the same way British supermodel Naomi Campbell
broke down cultural barriers in the fashion industry a generation
ago.
“I’m stubborn,” said Miyamoto, the daughter of a Japanese
mother and black American father, who turned 21 yesterday. “I
was prepared for the criticism. I’d be lying to say it didn’t hurt at
all. I’m Japanese-I stand up and bow when I answer the phone.
But that criticism did give me extra motivation,” she told AFP in
an interview. “I didn’t feel any added pressure because the reason I took part in the pageant was my friend’s death. My goal
was to raise awareness of racial discrimination,” added
Miyamoto, who was bullied as a schoolgirl growing up in the
port town of Sasebo, near Nagasaki.
“Now I have a great platform to deliver that message as the
first black Miss Universe Japan. It’s always hard to be the first, so
in that respect what Naomi Campbell did was really amazing.”
Social media lit up after Miyamoto’s victory in March, many critics complaining the title should have gone to what they
called”pure” Japanese, rather than a “haafu” (the Japanese pronunciation of “half”, a word used to describe mixed race).
Miyamoto, who turns heads in Japan with her caramel skin and
height of 1.73 m (5 ft 8 ins), admitted she has had to toughen up.
“I used to get bullied as a kid but I’ve got mentally stronger, to
protect myself,” said the model, whose first language is
Japanese, screwing up her nose in mock horror when handed an
English menu by a waitress.
“When I was small I stood out and always felt I had to fit in
with everyone. I’d try not to bring attention to myself, but now I
say what I feel. I do things my own way. “I want to start a revolution,” Miyamoto added with a laugh. “I can’t change things

overnight but in 100-200 years there will be very few pure
Japanese left, so we have to start changing the way we think.”
‘Shock of the new’
The hostility Miyamoto faced sits at odds with a governmentsponsored drive to promote the country overseas as “Cool
Japan” and entice foreign tourists for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
Some point to the success of mixed-race celebrities such as Rolaa model of Bengali, Japanese and Russian descent-and halfBritish singer and actress Becky as proof of Japan’s openness to
change. “It’s possible that some conservative people might feel
Ariana Miyamoto doesn’t fit the traditional Japanese image to
represent the country,” said psychologist Yoko Haruka, a regular
on Japanese TV. “It’s just the shock of the new.
But she certainly has the chance to be a pioneer, and it’s an
excellent opportunity for Japan to become more globally aware.”
Miyamoto argues that any shift still favors Caucasian or Eurasian
lineage in an overwhelmingly homogenous country, where multi-racial children make up just two percent of those born annually. “In Japan there are hardly any black models or TV personalities,” she said. “Most celebrities are like Rola or Becky. Hopefully I
can help create a Japan where anyone can make things happen.”
Should Miyamoto win the Miss Universe finals later this year, she
would spend a year living in splendor at New York’s Trump
Towers-and her influence over issues close to her heart, which
also include gender identity disorder, would be greatly
enhanced. But despite her noble intentions, Miyamoto has no
plans to run for political office just yet. “I’d like to use my position
to become a leader,” she smiled. “I’m like a sponge-always
absorbing new things. But I haven’t thought too deeply about
politics yet. It’s still a bit early to think about becoming Prime
Minister!”— AFP

