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By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem yesterday revealed his long-awaited draft law
that promises to provide a lasting and just solution for
the decades-old problem of some 120,000 stateless
people in the country, which involves granting citizen-
ship to some. Ghanem told reporters that the bill was
submitted to the Assembly on Thursday and will be up
for debate and discussion to provide the necessary
solution for bedoons in Kuwait.

Basically, the draft law suggests granting Kuwaiti
citizenship to some of the bedoons, “premium” 15-year
renewable residency for others, provided they produce
their original nationality, and punishment for those who
refuse to reveal their original citizenship.

Bedoons or their forefathers have been living in the
country for several decades and claim the right to
Kuwaiti citizenship. The government counters by insist-
ing that a majority of the bedoons or their ancestors
have other nationalities which they have hidden in order

to get Kuwaiti citizenship and its generous benefits.
The bill stipulates that the government’s central body

for bedoons will prepare a list of the names of stateless
people who fulfill all requirements to obtain Kuwaiti
citizenship, and then the necessary Amiri decrees will
be issued granting them nationality. Bedoons who do
not qualify for direct consideration for citizenship will
be given one year to reveal their actual identity. They
will also be given the right to apply for Kuwaiti citizen-
ship and will be accorded priority for this.

Bedoons who reveal their actual nationality will be
given a premium residency of 15 years which can be
renewed. Wives and minor children of this category will
be given the same residency. The premium residency
includes a variety of services that include free medical
and educational services, including benefits for handi-
capped people. Benefits also include getting ration
cards like Kuwaitis, driving licenses and jobs in private
and public sectors like expatriates, and the ability to
carry out commercial activities, obtaining all necessary
documents and doing all government transactions.

Bedoons under this category are allowed to apply for
Kuwaiti citizenship based on rules and regulations.

The bill states that bedoons who refuse to reveal
their actual citizenship will be treated as violators of
the residency law and penalized in accordance with the
relevant laws. They will not enjoy any of the benefits
that others enjoy and will be deprived of the right to
apply for Kuwaiti citizenship in the future.

A committee for petitions will be established with at
least two judges, which will have the right to review
petitions submitted by bedoons related to citizenship
or premium residency issues. Bedoons are allowed to
file the petitions within 30 days, to be reviewed by the
committee within 60 more days.

The committee will send its decision to the higher
citizenship committee, which will make the final deci-
sion within 60 days.

The initial reaction to the bill has been negative,
especially from bedoon activists and their Kuwaiti sup-
porters, with some alleging the bill is an election cam-
paign gimmick by Ghanem.

Assembly speaker unveils bill 
to resolve problem of bedoons

Citizenship for some stateless people, ‘premium’ residency for others

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
speaks at a press conference yesterday. — Photo by
Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: (Left) Doctors prepare to inject a patient suffering from spinal muscular atrophy with Zolgensma, the world’s most expensive drug (right). 

BAGHDAD: An Iraqi woman walks along a wall painted with a mural during an anti-government demonstration in
Tahrir Square yesterday. — AFP 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Central Circle Company added a milestone
in the modern medical history of Kuwait through its
contribution in the delivery of the world’s most expen-
sive drug used to treat spinal muscular atrophy (SMA).
Zolgensma, valued at $2.1 million, was delivered to four
patients and their medical teams with the highest
degree of efficiency. 

This contribution is an additional value that
increases the speed of response of the health system
in Kuwait to face the burden of SMA in children.
Spinal muscular atrophy is one of the rarest genetic
diseases in the world. Kuwait has registered at least

10 cases so far, which are handled by the concerned
medical team at the health ministry efficiently and
with distinctive efforts.

Dr Mohammed Ziad Al-Alyan, Chief Executive
Officer of Central Circle Company, declared that this
initiative is an important step in strengthening the part-
nership between the private and government sectors
represented by the health ministry towards promoting a
healthy community and improving the health status of
all its members, including patients with rare diseases
such as SMA.

He also expressed pride that Central Circle
Company is the first institution in the region that was
able to bring the first gene medication in the world -

Zolgensma - which has been approved by the US Food
and Drug Administration (FDA). The Central Circle
Company exerted a lot of technical and logistic efforts
to transport and deliver this drug, with special technical
requirements such as keeping the drug under the tem-
perature of - 60∞C during its period of validity of only
up to 14 days.

Head of Sabah Hospital’s neurology department Dr
Asma Al-Tawari announced two patients diagnosed
with SMA were injected with Zolgensma, adding the
procedure was held in the presence of hospital director
Dr Nayef Al-Harbi and doctors Iman Al-Enezi and
Najeeb Al-Othman. 
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SMA patients in Kuwait provided with world’s most expensive drug

Three killed in blaze

KUWAIT: Three workers were killed in a fire that
broke out in an oil refining workshop and a number of
garages and auto parts stores in Shuwaikh industrial
area yesterday. Five fire brigades from different cen-
ters fought the fire and managed to control it within
an hour. The fire was in an industrial plot of an area of
approximately 2,000 sq m. — Hanan Al-Saadoun

Schoolboy killed

KUWAIT: A 6-year-old schoolboy was instantly
killed yesterday morning when a vehicle ran him
over outside his school in Salam, said security
sources. The sources added that the vehicle that
killed the boy was driven by a 68-year-old Kuwaiti,
who after dropping off his grandson to school, suf-
fered a diabetic coma and lost control over his
vehicle. The man was detained and further investi-
gations are in progress. — A Saleh

Hajraf new GCC chief?

KUWAIT: Well informed
sources said Finance
Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf will
resign from office today, as
Kuwait has nominated him
for the position of GCC
Secretary General to suc-
ceed Abdullatif Al-Zayani of
Bahrain. Hajraf holds a
Bachelor of Science in
Accounting from Kuwait University, a Master of
Science in Accounting from the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, and a PhD in Accounting
and Finance from the University of Hull. He has
overseen several portfolios at the education, oil and
finance ministries, and was the head of the Capital
Markets Authority from 2014 to 2017. — A Saleh

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates, a leading
OPEC producer, yesterday announced “significant”
oil and gas discoveries and launched a new pricing
mechanism for Abu Dhabi flagship Murban crude.
The Gulf state’s highest energy decision-making
body, the Supreme Petroleum Council (SPC), said
the new discoveries included seven billion barrels of
crude oil and 58 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. 

That raised UAE crude oil reserves to 105 billion
barrels, overtaking neighbor Kuwait for the world’s
sixth largest oil deposits, Abu Dhabi National Oil Co
said in a statement. Natural gas reserves were also
boosted to 273 trillion cubic feet (7.7 billion cubic
meters), ADNOC said. In addition, the UAE discov-
ered about 160 trillion cubic feet of unconventional
natural gas. UAE pumps about three million barrels
of oil per day (bpd) and produces some 10.5 billion
cubic feet of raw natural gas, according to ADNOC.

“We are very pleased and honored to have
enabled the UAE to move from the seventh to the
sixth-largest oil and gas reserves in both global
rankings,” said ADNOC CEO Sultan Al-Jaber. The
SPC also gave its approval to list ADNOC’s Murban
crude oil on an internationally recognized exchange,
with the goal of boosting the UAE’s position as an 
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UAE announces 
new oil, gas finds, 
overtakes Kuwait

BAGHDAD: Iraqi security forces fired live rounds yester-
day at anti-government protesters in Baghdad, hours
after four demonstrators were shot dead outside the
Iranian consulate in the holy city of Karbala. It was the
latest bloodshed in a wave of ongoing protests, road
blocks and a campaign of civil disobedience waged by

protesters accusing the Iraqi government of rampant cor-
ruption and clientelism.

On a day of unrest, activists also hurled stones at secu-
rity forces firing tear gas grenades in clashes on the capi-
tal’s streets leading to the Iranian embassy, the seat of
government and the foreign and justice ministries, an AFP
photographer reported. About 20 people were wounded
in Baghdad, medical and security sources said, when
security forces opened fire on protesters massing near the
state television headquarters, according to witnesses.

Continued on Page 24

New Facebook logo arrives 

SAN FRANCISCO:
Facebook yesterday
unveiled a new logo to
represent the Silicon Valley company, distinct from its
core social network. The move aims to highlight the
Facebook “brand” which operates a range of apps and
services including messaging, photo-sharing, virtual real-
ity and is developing wallets for digital currency. — AFP
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