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Millions of children
live at high risk due
to endless conflicts
KUWAIT: As millions of children return to
schools after a long break due to the spread of
the COVID-19 pandemic, many other kids are
living under dangerous circumstances in several
regions because of endless conflicts. In 1989,
world leaders made a historic commitment to the
world’s children by adopting the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child - an international agreement on childhood. Yesterday
marked the 32nd anniversary of this agreement,
which is a great chance to remind the world to
mobilize efforts to protect the lives of children
wherever they were.
Kuwait’s Ambassador to the UN Mansour AlOtaibi expressed his deep concern about the suffering of children in areas of armed conflict.
During its non-permanent membership in the
Security Council 2018 and 2019, the State of
Kuwait called on the council’s sessions to end the
grave violations that children are exposed to in
areas of conflicts, said Otaibi. “A better future for
every child”, is the slogan of this year’ World
Children’s Day, he added.
Ambassador Otaibi reiterated Kuwait’s keenness to work to promote children’s rights, adding
that the Kuwaiti constitution states in its ninth
article that “the family is the foundation of society.” He affirmed Kuwait’s support for the efforts
made by the UN to preserve the dignity of children and protect their rights, pointing to Kuwait’s
strong partnership with the UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF).
Director of the UNHCR in Kuwait Nasreen
Rabiean affirmed meanwhile that the recruitment
of children causes psychological and physical
harm to victims and that most of child soldiers are
internally displaced because of armed conflicts.
She said that this phenomenon has very serious
consequences on children because it causes disturbances to the child, who needs psychological
treatment, noting its impact on their educational
attainment, and creates generations that do not
know the language of dialogue and tolerance but
rather fighting and violence.
The UNHCR, in partnership with UNICEF, is
working on a program to reduce the phenomenon of child recruitment, especially refugees or
displaced children, and to conduct awareness
campaigns in communities to show its impact on
children and societies, she added.
According to a report of the UN SecretaryGeneral, Antonio Guterres, on (the impact of conflicts on child recruitment), there are 8,521 children who have been recruited out of 23,946 others who have been subjected to various forms of
exploitation amid conflicts. The US State
Department said in a report on Human
Trafficking, that there are 14 countries in which
children face the risk of recruitment in conflicts
around the world, including six Arab countries:
Syria, Yemen, Iraq, Libya, Sudan and Somalia.
In continuation of the Kuwaiti role in supporting international organizations concerned
with child protection, Kuwait was ranked seventh among the ten donor countries in 2018 by
UNICEF, with an amount of $61.6 million,
while the total donations provided by Kuwait
to the organization since 2013 exceeded $200
million. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Vehicles drive on a highway in Kuwait on a cloudy day yesterday. Today’s weather is expected to continue to be partly cloudy with light to
moderate freshening at times south easterly wind, with a chance for rain that might be thundery at times. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

International aid organizations face
challenging times due to coronavirus
BRUSSELS: The coronavirus pandemic has affected the work of humanitarian and charity aid organizations globally but also provided them with new
challenges to offer their services to the needy.
“Pandemic has provided us with a fresh humanitarian challenge, but it has also affected our capacity to
deliver the normal humanitarian responses that we
were doing before the pandemic,” said Ed Blagden,
head of supply operations in Oxfam international
aid organization. He was speaking to the Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) at the international aid and
development community exhibition, AIDEX, which
was held in the Brussels Fair grounds recently. “The
challenge for us is to deliver aid and service amidst
the pandemic,” said Blagden. He noted that Oxfam
has been playing an important role in countries like
India by providing face masks, sanitary kits and
oxygen concentrators. They are also engaged in
humanitarian work in Yemen, Ethiopia and recently
in Afghanistan.
Meanwhile, Secretary General of Humanitarian
Relief Foundation (IHH) of Turkey, Dumrus Aydin,
said the Istanbul-based organization is engaged in
humanitarian and emergency aid in 123 countries
around over the world since 1992. It is one of the
largest NGOs in Turkey and cooperates with UN
agencies and international aid organizations as
well as with Gulf countries. “From my point of view
the pandemic has a positive effect on global
humanitarian aid because it is a time for the NGOS
to show ourselves more to the needy people on
the field especially when it has increased the need
of the people,” he told KUNA. “Because of economic collapse of many states and organizations
we are able to serve the people much more than
ever,” said Aydin. He pointed out that Kuwait is
one of the major contributors in the world to give
humanitarian assistance. “The late Amir (Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah) was the
father of humanitarian aid programs around the
world, and the current Amir (His Highness Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah) is also a
leader in humanitarian assistance around the
globe,” he said. Aydin said IHH is cooperating with
a lot of NGOS in Kuwait. “We are assisting them
and they are assisting us in terms of global humanitarian crisis in particular in Syria and in some other areas. We are very much in cooperation with
NGOS in Kuwait,” he said.
Pal-Epsen Nordhaug, export director of the
Norway-based Hallgruppen which delivers construction and building solutions, weather shelters

BRUSSELS: A general view of AIDEX. —KUNA
for building sites and tents said due to the pandemic we have been supplying to a lot of hospitals
mainly in Africa for COVID response. “So, for us, it
has been a major growth,” he said and noted that
they have also been supplying tents and hospital
structures to Dubai which is the main hub for the
World Food Programme. Arnaud Battery, project
manager operations at the French CLS company
which provides telematic solutions to UN agencies
and NGOs for the humanitarian aid, said COVID19 is a worldwide pandemic so it has some effect
on all sectors. He explained that they make equipment to help vehicles track and monitor their position and road safety and are engaged in Africa and
the Middle East.
Imran Nisar, head of special projects at the
London-based Al-Khair foundation said the pandemic has affected everyone, noting that in the UK
lots of people have lost their jobs and incomes have
fallen so the spending power has got less and hence
the first victim is charity donations. Nisar told
KUNA that surprisingly donations for Al-Khair
foundation during the fasting month of Ramadhan
this year went up. A vast majority of their projects
are in the Middle East, Asia and Africa, but they
also do some charity work in the UK itself. Their
funding comes from the public who are mainly
Pakistani, Indians, Bangladeshis and there were a lot
of people giving charities, he explained. They have a
branch in Istanbul which covers Palestine, Syria,
Yemen and Lebanon. He noted that after Brexit they

face a lot of document checks and makes their work
more difficult when coming to the EU.
Alouan Abu Ibrahim from the Brussels-based
Charity and Humanitarian organization established
in 2013, said they do charity work in Syria,
Myanmar, Palestine and Yemen. He said coronavirus
had “little affect” on their work and he hopes to visit the Gulf countries, including Kuwait, soon to promote cooperation with charity organizations there.
Romel Ahmad responsible for public relations at
AIDEX said it was the tenth such exhibition in
Brussels that the Montgomery group based in
London has organized. In 2020 AIDEX was cancelled due to the pandemic. “The whole events sector in the world was ground to a halt due to the
pandemic in April 2020,” he told KUNA. But even
after Brexit (UK left the EU in January 2020) they
will continue to organize their exhibition in Brussels
since it is the political capital of the EU, he said.
There were about 100 participants this year
down from about 200 in Aidex 2019 and visitor
numbers were also less. AIDEX is the leading platform for the international aid and development
community to come together and improve the efficiency of aid, he said and noted that Qatar is one of
the major sponsors of the event. It encompasses a
conference, exhibition, awards, networking and
workshops. Its fundamental aim is to engage the
sector at every level and provide a forum for
humanitarian aid professionals to meet, source, supply and learn, he added. — KUNA

KRCS distributes winter clothes to workers

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Red Crescent Society (KRCS) yesterday distributed 5,000 bags filled with winter clothes to workers in the industrial and commercial sectors. In a statement to the press, KRCS Chairman
Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said that the initiative comes within the KRCS’s programs to provide aid for the labor workers. He also stressed the society’s keenness to perform its social role to serve all segments of society. Dr
Sayer thanked the donors from the private sector and their vital humanitarian role in supporting the needy inside and outside Kuwait. — KUNA

