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INDIANAPOLIS: Leonard Fournette #7 of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers carries the ball down the field as Bobby Okereke #58 of the Indianapolis Colts defends in the fourth quarter of the game at Lucas Oil Stadium on
Sunday in Indianapolis, Indiana.— AFP

Fournette’s four TDs lead Bucs
past Colts, Bengals pound Steelers
LOS ANGELES: Tom Brady completed 25 of 34
passes for 226 yards and running back Leonard
Fournette scored four touchdowns as the first-place
Tampa Bay Buccaneers defeated the Indianapolis
Colts 38-31 on Sunday. Fournette’s fourth touchdown came off a 28-yard run with just 20 seconds
left in front of a crowd of 63,000 at Lucas Oil
Stadium.
Fournette busted loose for the long run and the
touchdown while running left in an attempt to get
within field-goal range for kicker Ryan Succop. He
fell into the endzone after avoiding a couple of arm
tackles by Colt defenders. “It was great capping off
the game like that with a punch,” Fournette said. “It
got scary at the end, but it’s a team sport. We came
together and made it happen.”
Fournette finished with 100 yards rushing on 17
carries for the Buccaneers, who are in first place in
the NFC South with an 8-3 record. Tampa receiver
Rob Gronkowski caught seven passes for 123 yards.
While the Bucs typically rely on Brady’s throwing

arm with an occasional running play thrown in, the
Colts like to rush the ball to set up passing opportunities and field goals.
Jonathan Taylor, who leads the NFL in rushing,
gained 83 yards on 16 carries in the loss. The 22year-old tied the game at
31-31 with a four-yard run
at the 3:29 mark. The difference was turnovers —
the mistake-prone Colts
had five and Brady took
advantage of them.
Indianapolis had a final
opportunity to get into
overtime after Isaiah
Rodgers returned a kickoff 72 yards to Tampa Bay’s
32-yard line. But quarterback Carson Wentz’s pass
on the final play was intercepted by Pierre Desir at
the two yard line to end the contest.
Wentz completed 27 of 44 passes for 306 yards

Curry propels
Warriors to win
over Clippers

let the emotions out and then you let it go and then
you just play basketball. For me individually and for
our team, I think we fueled off of that and just worried about putting the ball in the basket and that’s
when the avalanche started.”
Curry also came up with six of the Warriors’ 19
steals as 24 turnovers proved costly to the
Clippers. “That was as upset as I’ve seen him and
that I have been in a long time. He clearly got
fouled,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr said. “When he
knows he got fouled on a play like that and he
doesn’t get the call the competitor will come out in
him and he will lose his mind a little bit. But it will
spur him like it did in this instance.”
By the time Curry checked out of the game
plenty of fans in the Staples Center crowd were
cheering him. Curry’s 28.6 points per game lead the
league this season, and with seven three-pointers
on the day he has reached 100 three-pointers with
just 19 games under his belt in the campaign.

LOS ANGELES: Stephen Curry came alive late as
the Golden State Warriors shook off a sloppy start
to beat the Los Angeles Clippers 105-90 and post
their seventh straight NBA victory. With both
teams turning the ball over and missing shots it was
close at halftime, the Warriors leading 44-42 on the
Clippers’ home floor.
Golden State extended that lead with an 11-2
scoring burst to open the third quarter, and never
trailed in the second half, posting their 42nd
straight game with at least 100 points scored. It
looked like that streak might end, but Curry scored
13 points in the final frame as the Warriors pushed
the lead to as many as 21 points after seeing it
dwindle to just two late in the third period.
Jordan Poole scored 17 points, including three in
less than two minutes late in the third as the
Warriors withstood a 30-point performance from
Los Angeles star Paul George. Curry, incensed at
not getting a foul call as he drove for a layup with
9:11 left in the fourth, received a technical foul for
yelling at a referee. The moment appeared to galvanize the Warriors superstar, who finished by
shooting 53.8 percent from the field while handing
out six assists and pulling down five rebounds.
“It was kind of a B.S. T (technical foul),” Curry
said, adding: “You have those moments and decisions of where you’re going to put your energy at,
and obviously I thought I got fouled so I wanted to

Marquee matchup
The Warriors, whose 18-2 record leads the
league, face a marquee matchup tonight against
Western Conference challengers Phoenix, who
have won 16 straight on the way to a 17-3 record.
Elsewhere, Giannis Antetokounmpo had a doubledouble of 26 points and 13 rebounds and Jrue
Holiday scored 23 as the Milwaukee Bucks won
their seventh straight game with a 118-100 victory
over the Indiana Pacers.
A half dozen Bucks players finished in double
figures including Khris Middleton, who tallied 14
points, five assists and five rebounds. Bobby
Portis scored 15 points, while Pat Connaughton
and George Hill came off the bench for 14 and 13
points, respectively in the win. The Bucks used a

and three touchdowns. But he also threw a pair of
interceptions and lost a fumble early in the third
quarter as the Colts dropped to 6-6 to remain two
games behind Tennessee in the AFC South. “It is
frustrating,” Wentz said. “I
don’t know how many
times we can turn the ball
over against a good team
like that, that many times,
and still score that many
points. It’s not going to
happen.”

Niners hold
off Vikings;
Ravens edge
Browns

Prime time
Elsewhere, Joe Mixon
rushed for a career-high
165 yards as the Cincinnati Bengals clobbered the
Pittsburgh Steelers 41-10 in Cincinnati. Mixon
delivered a couple of one-yard touchdowns as the
Bengals improved to 7-4 on the season. He has
scored a touchdown in eight consecutive games.

Mixon was coming off a 123-yard, two-touchdown game in a win over Las Vegas last week.
Against the Steelers he scored 117 yards in just the
first half. “To be honest, I feel like I’m starting to
reach that point, my prime, like starting to get
there,” said Mixon.
Cincinnati also swept the season series from the
Steelers for the first time since 2009. The Bengals
have now beaten Pittsburgh in three straight games.
Quarterback Joe Burrow completed 20 of 24 passes
for 190 yards with a touchdown.
In Santa Clara, California, Deebo Samuel rushed
for two touchdowns and Elijah Mitchell ran for 133
yards and a touchdown as the San Francisco 49ers
held on for a 34-26 win over the Minnesota Vikings.
In the late game, Lamar Jackson overcame a careerhigh four interceptions by throwing for 165 yards
and rushing for another 68 yards as the Baltimore
Ravens edged the Cleveland Browns 16-10. The
Ravens improved to 8-3 on the season to take over
top spot in the AFC standings. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors drives against Paul George #13 of the Los
Angeles Clippers during the second half at Staples Center on Sunday in Los Angeles, California. — AFP
15-4 scoring burst to outscore the Pacers 39-27
in the third quarter. They pulled away from there,
compiling a 22-point lead at one stage in the
fourth quarter.
In Toronto, Marcus Smart scored eight of his 21

points in the fourth and added eight rebounds and
six assists as the Boston Celtics defeated the
Toronto Raptors 109-97. Al Horford added 17
points and 11 rebounds for the Celtics, who ended a
two-game losing streak. — AFP

