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Neglected eastern Sudan tribes in ‘quest for justice’

Growing in numbers
and power, criminal
gangs terrorize Haiti
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VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis points to a tablet computer as he invites the faithful to download the ‘Click to Pray’ app, from the window of the Apostolic Palace overlooking St Peter’s square in the Vatican during the weekly Angelus prayer. — AFP

Vatican relaunches ‘Click to Pray’ app
Log-in to God: New version available in 7 languages
VATICAN CITY: It’s so secular, clicking to order food,
clicking to buy shoes or clicking to reserve tickets. Pope
Francis wants you to click to pray. The Click to Pray app
is being relaunched, the Vatican said Tuesday, permitting
more Catholic faithful to “connect your prayer with the
world”.

Pope has 19
million Twitter
followers

Pope Francis, 84, is no stranger to social media-he
has a whopping 19 million Twitter followers and 8.3 million on Instagram and a high tolerance for selfies-and
has acknowledged that social networks can be an
“opportunity to promote encounter with others”. Since it
first appeared in 2016, the social media app has been
downloaded by more than 2.5 million people, offering
daily prayers and messages from the pope, while allowing users to send prayers to others.

Pakistani-American
‘raped and beheaded’
ex-envoy’s daughter
ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani-American man accused of
raping and beheading his girlfriend, the daughter of a
former ambassador, went on trial yesterday in the capital Islamabad. The brutal murder of Noor Mukadam,
27, sparked protests across the country and calls for
reform to Pakistan’s gender violence laws. Zahir Jaffer,
30, from a wealthy industrialist family, has denied
killing Mukadam. “The trial has formally started. Our
first witness was examined today and we will produce
five more witnesses at the next hearing”, Shah Khawar,
a prosecution lawyer told AFP outside the court in
Islamabad.
The 27-year-old was attacked after refusing a marriage proposal, attempting repeatedly to escape
Jaffer’s sprawling mansion in an upscale neighborhood
in Islamabad but blocked each time by his staff, a
police report said. Jaffer raped and tortured her with a
knuckle duster before beheading her with a “sharpedged weapon”, it added. “Her life could have been
saved had the accomplices acted otherwise,” the
report said, which was presented to the court in a previous hearing.—AFP

ISLAMABAD: Policemen escort Zahir Jaffer (2nd left), a
Pakistani-American man who went on trial accused of
raping and beheading his girlfriend - the daughter of a
former ambassador, after his court hearing in
Islamabad yesterday. — AFP

Click to Pray 2.0 will be launched on November 1
after a test period on beta users comprised of cloistered
monks and nuns around the world, Vatican officials said.
The new version-available in seven languages-offers
more individualization, allowing users to set an agenda
to schedule prayers, provides more in-depth background about specific prayers and also links to Vaticanapproved outside initiatives such as Tweeting with God.
“The idea is to be able to use it (the new app) and
give an instrument to people to pray, to be in communion,” Monsignor Lucio Ruiz, secretary of the Dicastery
for Communication, which oversees the Holy See’s entire
communication network said. Asked whether the app was
launched to counteract declining church attendance in
the West, he said it was “not a replacement for something”. “It’s understanding culture, reading it and listening
and seeing where we are, to be able to be there,” Ruiz
said. “Because where people are, the Church must be.”
Log-in to God
On Tuesday, the app’s community page listed a host
of prayers from around the world, with headlines such as
“Please pray for my daughter”, “Prayer for my sick
mother” and even one “for my career”. After creating a
profile, a user can organize a prayer agenda, choosing
content and setting notifications and reminders to pray
during the day. “With Jesus in the morning-Start your
day” reads the caption on the app for a morning prayer,

Boy’s surprise
walk-on charms
Pope Francis
VATICAN CITY: A boy who walked unexpectedly onto the stage to say hello to Pope Francis
during the weekly Wednesday audience at the
Vatican won a white papal skullcap to take
home. The boy, wearing a black tracksuit with
yellow stripes, grasped a smiling Francis by the
hand, before being offered a chair next to the
pontiff by a senior Vatican official.
The child, who Francis later said suffered from
unspecified learning difficulties, clapped enthusiastically. He did not stay sitting for long, though.
After getting up and grasping the pope’s hands
again, he asked the official for Francis’s cap,
touching it to make it clear what he wanted. The
84-year-old pope referenced the boy during his
address, saying: “I was reminded of what Jesus
said about the spontaneity and freedom of children, when this child had the freedom to
approach and move as if he were at home.
“And Jesus tells us if you don’t make yourselves like children, you will not enter the
Kingdom of Heaven.” He told the crowd in the
Paul VI hall inside the Vatican: “Have the courage
to approach the Lord. I thank this child for the
lesson he taught us all. “And may the Lord help
him in his limitation, in his growth, because he
has acted from the heart.”
The boy was later waved off the stage by
Francis, proudly wearing his brand new “zucchetto” - the type of small and round white
ecclesiastical skullcap worn by the pope. It was
not the first time the head of the Roman Catholic
Church has been upstaged during the audience.
In 2018 a mute child from the pope’s native
Argentina climbed onto the stage and rolled
around the floor, before taking a keen interest in
a colourfully-dressed Swiss guard.— AFP

while an evening prayer is under the title “Contemplate
and rest”. The new version was launched to coincide
with the opening of the Synod, a global assembly of
Catholic church leaders on the theme “Communion,
Participation, and Mission”, expected to last until 2023.
Besides social media, the Vatican has multiple traditional media resources to spread the Church’s message
to the 1.3 billion Catholics around the world, including

the Holy See’s official website, a daily newspaper and a
radio. But outside Saint Peter’s Basilica Tuesday, no
European visitors approached by AFP had heard of the
app. On the Google Play Store, most users gave the app
five stars, although some cited glitches, especially of
having to sign in repeatedly. One user gave the app one
star, saying: “God knows who I am, why should I need to
identify to the Pope, too?”— AFP

