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 News in brief

Answer the daily Ramadan Quiz question 
on Kuwait Times’ social media accounts 
and you could win KD 50 every day, 

along with a one-year subscription to Kuwait 
Times newspaper! Like and share the posts 
and tag 3 friends to enter the contest.

Win KD 1,500, 1-year 
subscription with Kuwait 
Times Ramadan Quiz!

Govt denies reports of 
ministers’ resignation

Panel approves new bill regulating pensioners’ KD 3,000 grant  
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Government spokesman Tareq Al-
Mazrem yesterday denied reports on social media 
that Cabinet ministers who are elected MPs have 
resigned, amid mounting pressure on the prime 
minister. “Reports circulating on social media about 
the resignation of the ministers who are also law-
makers are incorrect,” Mazrem said on his Twitter 
account. 

Meanwhile, a joint meeting of the National 
Assembly’s financial and legislative committees and 
the government approved a new draft law regulat-
ing the KD 3,000 grant for all pensioners. Two 
weeks ago, the Assembly refused to pass the law 
because the government insisted that it should be 
linked to an article stipulating to raise the retire-
ment age by three years to 65 for men. 

The government yesterday agreed to drop this 
clause, but insisted on another calling to transfer 
KD 500 million every year to the pension agency to 
cover its so-called actuarial deficit. Head of the 
financial committee MP Ahmad Al-Hamad said the 
Assembly is scheduled to hold a special session 
next week to pass the law.

KUWAIT: A huge fire that erupted in Souq 
Mubarakiya on Thursday gutted scores of shops, 
Kuwait Fire Force announced. Up to eight fire 
squads battled the blaze amid heavy smoke from the 
burning stores, KFF Public Relations Officer Redha 
Al-Salman said in a statement. The force was 
informed about the fire at 3:20 pm, with flames 
spreading to 20 stores, Salman said, adding the fire 
engulfed the shops quickly because they were 
packed with inflammable materials including per-
fumes and leather products.  

Firemen struggled to put out the fire due to the 
presence of many people at the market, Salman said, 
urging people to stay away from the scene and 
affirming that the firemen cordoned off the flames 
and took measures to prevent the fire from spreading 
any further.  A huge plume of black smoke billowed 
into the skies from the area, rising above Kuwait 
City’s skyscrapers.— KUNA

Massive fire engulfs 
Souq Mubarakiya

KUWAIT: Firemen battle a blaze at Souq Mubarakiya yesterday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

6-month absence rule still on hold 
 
KUWAIT: Brig Gen Tawheed Al-Kandari, 
Director General of the General Department of 
Relations and Security Media at the Ministry of 
Interior, affirmed to Kuwait Times on Thursday 
that iqamas of residents who remain outside the 
country for more than six months will not be 
cancelled, except for domestic workers. Prior to 
the pandemic, any type of residency visa used 
to expire if its holder stayed outside Kuwait for 
a period longer than six months. Exceptions 
were given for students studying abroad. 

Zelensky sends greetings to Kuwait  
 
KUWAIT: Envoy of the Ukrainian president 
and MP Rustem Umerov on Thursday conveyed 
greetings of President Volodymyr Zelensky and 
the Ukrainian people to Kuwait’s leadership, 
government and people. During a meeting with 
Umerov, Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah reiter-
ated Kuwait’s firm stance towards rejecting any 
use of force. — KUNA

OPEC+ sticks to modest hike 
 
VIENNA: The OPEC group of oil producing 
countries and its Russia-led allies agreed on 
another modest oil output increase on 
Thursday, ignoring Western pressure to signifi-
cantly boost production as the Ukraine conflict 
has rocked prices. While OPEC refused to 
budge, the US said it would tap its strategic 
stockpile by a record amount in a bid to cool 
soaring prices. — AFP

Turkey seeks to shelve case 
 
ISTANBUL: A Turkish prosecutor on Thursday 
asked an Istanbul court to halt the trial in absen-
tia of 26 suspects in the macabre murder of dis-
sident Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi and 
hand the case over to Riyadh. The prosecutor 
said the trial should be stopped and the case 
transferred to Saudi Arabia, at the latter’s 
request. — AFP

DUBAI: Dancers perform during the closing ceremony of Expo 2020 on 
March 31, 2022. — AFP 

DUBAI: Dubai shuttered Expo 2020 
with a colorful closing ceremony punc-
tuated by fireworks on Thursday, leav-
ing a multibillion-dollar mini-city in the 
desert and heightened expectations for 
future hosts. Six months after the 
delayed opening of the $7 billion, pur-
pose-built site, Christina Aguilera, 
Nora Jones and cellist Yo-Yo Ma per-
formed at the LCD-lit Al Wasl Dome, 

Expo’s centerpiece, as pyrotechnics lit 
up the sprawling site. 

Millions of people have flocked to 
Expo’s 192 country pavilions in its final 
days, pushing visit numbers over 23 
million - not far off the 25 million tar-
geted, despite the ongoing pandemic - 
and making it tough to find a taxi else-
where in the city. In 30 degrees Celsius 
heat, long queues have formed at the 
most popular attractions, including the 
falcon-themed United Arab Emirates 
pavilion and the Saudi Arabia building, 
a slanted slab that appears to hover in 
the air.“It’s been a huge experience, it’s 
been really, really great,” said Abbas 
Masud, 66, a retired banker originally 
from Pakistan. — AFP (See Page 11) 

Dubai Expo 
closes in blaze 
of fireworks

ISTANBUL: “Tarawih” prayers which Muslims 
perform every night during the holy month of 
Ramadan, are returning to Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia 
mosque for the first time in 88 years, the country’s 
top religious body announced on Thursday. 
“Thanks be to God. For the first time in 88 years, 
the mosque... will welcome believers for tarawih 
prayers this Ramadan,” said Ali Erbas head of the 

Diyanet, the public body responsible for overseeing 
religious worship. 

“I will witness, God willing, this beautiful moment 
by leading the first tarawih prayer,” he added. The 
prayers will take place at Hagia Sophia on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays during the holy month of 
Ramadan, beginning this week, said Diyanet. 

Although the iconic building, previously used as 
a museum, was turned into a mosque in 2020, the 
coronavirus pandemic prevented the prayers taking 
place there until now. It’s not the first time the build-
ing has changed its use. The edifice was first built as 
a Christian cathedral between 532 and 537 AD 
under emperor Justinian I and is considered the 
most important Byzantine structure. 

After the Ottoman conquest of Constantinople 

(now Istanbul) in 1453, it was converted into a 
mosque before being opened as a museum in 1935 
after the secular modern Turkish republic was 
established in 1923. It was added to the list of 
UNESCO world heritage sites in 1985. 

In June 2020, Turkish authorities converted 
Hagia Sophia back into a mosque, a move that trig-
gered an international wave of criticism. Last year 
the World Heritage Committee of the UN’s cultural 
agency UNESCO asked Turkey to submit a report 
about the state of conservation of the Hagia Sophia, 
expressing “grave concern” over the consequences 
of its conversion into a mosque. Turkey swiftly 
rejected the agency’s criticism of the conversion of 
a revered Istanbul cathedral-turned-museum into a 
mosque as “biased and political”.  — AFP  

Tarawih returns 
to Hagia Sophia 
after 88 years

ADDIS ABABA: Hundreds of 
Ethiopians arrived back in Addis 
Ababa on Wednesday, the first contin-
gent of some 100,000 nationals to be 
repatriated from Saudi Arabia over the 
coming months. Around 900 returnees, 
including many mothers with young 
children, landed at Addis Ababa 
International Airport throughout the 
day, the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) said. 

“It is estimated that about 750,000 
Ethiopians currently reside in the 
Kingdom (of Saudi Arabia) with about 
450,000 likely to have travelled to the 
country through irregular means and 
will need help to return home,” the 
IOM said in a statement. Human rights 
organizations have for several years 
denounced the detention conditions of 
Ethiopian migrants in Saudi Arabia. 

“We were crying daily,” said Jemila 
Shafi, 29, one of the returnees from 
Saudi Arabia. Most of the women 
returnees were dressed in black abaya  

robes, traditional in Saudi Arabia, 
some with their faces covered by a 
niqab. Many were carrying babies on 
their backs or holding children by the 
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