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KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary Saud Al-Khaldi
speaks during the ceremony. 

— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat Performers regale the dignitaries during the event.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Information announced
a special package of new programs for the holy
month of Ramadan on Wednesday. “This plan was
directed and followed by Minister of Information
and Culture Dr Hamad Rouh El-Deen. The plan has
many soap operas and
various programs that
reflect the values of the
holy month, including
religious, social, cultural
and human values,”
Interior Ministry
Undersecretary Saud
Al-Khaldi said during
the ceremony.

He also warmly
greeted TV and theatre
personalities. “These
icons have enriched our local and Arab culture and
art with pioneering works in their distinguished and
high-quality productions,” he noted. “Our programs
this year will reflect the improving pandemic situa-
tion in Kuwait, focusing on the efforts and sacrifices

of frontline heroes and institutions. This applies to
Ramadan programs on both Kuwait Television and
Radio,” added Khaldi.   

The programs for this year’s Ramadan on KTV1
are rich and varied. They include five religious pro-
grams broadcast throughout the day and six cultur-
al programs that vary from wildlife and photogra-

phy to charity and other
programs. TV dramas make
up the lion’s share of pro-
gramming with six local soap
operas, one historical Arab
serial and one Syrian social
drama. Furthermore, two ani-
mated series will be broad-
cast for kids. A cooking pro-
gram is a must during
Ramadan, and this year it’s
the ‘Kuwaiti Gourmet’ show. 

The traditional iftar can-
non show will also be broadcast at the time of iftar.
The list of programs also includes two talk shows
with many personalities and a competition to give
away gifts to winners. All programs will also be
broadcast on the Kuwait Drama channel.

Information ministry unveils special 
package of programs for Ramadan

Soap operas, serials, talk shows among programs 

Programs to 
reflect values 
of holy month

Music band presents a program during the ceremony.

Coops to honor
consumers’ needs
in Ramadan
KUWAIT: Union of Consumer Cooperative Societies
will be offering food baskets during holy month of
Ramadan in a bid to meet consumers’ needs through-
out the holy month, Union’s Chairman Abdulaziz Asad
said Thursday. He underlined that the war in Ukraine
did not affect supply.  Speaking to KUNA, Asad said
cooperative societies were selling products worth
around KD 1 billion ($3.3 billion) per year with collec-
tive liquidity of KD 400 million ($1.3 billion), making
them major investment outlets nationwide. Cooperative
Societies offer cheap products to be affordable by all
segments, especially during Ramadan, he added.

Asad said prices differed according to offers presented
by suppliers, however, there was a strict monitoring on
manipulation of prices in general. The official meanwhile
said the conflict in Ukraine was neither affecting availability
of products nor prices, emphasizing the strategic storage
was enough and there were many alternative products from
other countries other than Ukraine and Russia. Asad said
cooperative societies were contributing to economic, social
and cultural aspects of the lives of people, in addition to
guaranteeing food security. A law was issued in 1962 that
paved way for creation of cooperative societies with the
objective of contributing to national economy. —KUNA

Listing family 
businesses on
Boursa to boost 
value, attract funds
KUWAIT: The listing of family-owned businesses
on Boursa Kuwait is very conducive for boosting
the market’s capital value and creating a congenial
atmosphere for attracting more local and foreign
investments, according to economists. 

The move will undoubtedly attract more funds
and experienced investors into the market, thus
positively reflecting on main indexes, economists
said in separate statements to KUNA.

They underlined the paramount significance of
this step amid liquidity surges in the market, saying
that it would pave the way for promising invest-
ments and offering more advantages to private
companies, mainly capital boost and stronger status.
In this regard, Ali Alghanim and Sons Automotive

Company has already asked for being listed on the
Kuwaiti stock exchange to become the first family-
owned business to take such a step. Boursa Kuwait
seeks to provide an appropriate platform for listing
businesses involving family-owned ones by means
of introducing a package of structural and technical
reforms in tandem with the world standards.

Commenting on the move, Chairman of the Al-
Dorra Petroleum Services Company Waleed Al-
Houti highly commended the bourse’s efforts to
provide a set of financial products and derivatives in
a bid to absorb the “big financial liquidity”. He
voiced hope that further steps could be taken in this
regard in order to put attractive options at the dis-
posal of family businesses and oil companies at the
region’s second largest stock exchange. He spoke
highly of the listing decision of Ali Alghanim and
Sons Automotive Company, which is a major family-
owned business and as it happens when the market
is witnessing strong liquidity ranging between KD
75 million ($255 million) and KD 80 million ($272
million).The company, he maintained, has long
experience in the automobile industry and listing it
on the stock exchange could be a landmark event
that would undoubtedly create more investment

opportunities, given the promising future of the
automobile industry in Kuwait.

Al-Houti also called on other family-owned busi-
nesses to follow suit so as to diversify and increase
their businesses and promote the Kuwaiti market at
both regional and international levels. On his part,
Al-Namash Group’s Chairman Ali Al-Namash said
the registration of family-owned businesses with
Boursa Kuwait would enable them to expand and
grow at a higher pace. With family-owned firms
entering the market, investors will be able to diver-
sify investment in listed firms, particularly family-
owned ones, based on their long experience and
weight, he said. He expected them to play a major
role in the promotion of trading on the market. 

Chairman of the Kuwaiti  Traders Society
Mohammad Al-Tarrah believed that family-
owned businesses, once l isted on the stock
exchange, would cement their status at the capi-
tal market, making it easy for them to obtain
bank loans. He also noted that family-owned
businesses in Kuwait had performed well over
the last decades, promoting themselves in the
market and steering themselves towards success-
es and competitiveness. —KUNA

Increase in number
of autism cases
alarming: Al-Saad
KUWAIT: Head of Kuwait Autism Society, founder
of Kuwait Center for Autism and Head of Autism
Network International Dr Sameera Al-Saad said
millions are still suffering from autism around the
world, especially after it had become easier to diag-
nose the behavioral disorder. On the occasion of
World Autism Day, she said the international autism
rate is one for every 88 and it might increase in
some countries to one for every 50, which is alarm-
ingly high and needed scientific, medical, educa-
tional and social care.  

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), is a neuro -
developmental disorder associated with symptoms
that include ‘persistent deficits in social communica-
tion and social interaction across multiple contexts’
and ‘restricted, repetitive patterns of behavior,
interests, or activities.’

She said Kuwait Center for Autism cares for 200
male and female students of various ages, and
began this care 30 years ago. There are several
special schools that seek to take all those affected
with autism in Kuwait.  She said we need to close
the gap between the theoretical knowledge with
many people after spreading awareness about the
condition and increase the number of those study-
ing autism and the required practical knowledge
about it with the affected. 

Many students and higher degree holders

still lack the knowledge and skill to face the dif-
ficult behaviors of the affected in practice and
correct them.

The need is dire for the trained teachers in deal-
ing with what accompanies autism in the form of
behavioral complexities that need patience, accura-
cy and unlimited love. This is what the Autism
Network International is trying to do through
organizing international conferences every four
years in a different country. It was held in Kuwait in
2014 under the patronage of the late Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

The services in Kuwait especially after the Amiri

decision to establish the higher council for the dis-
abled evolved into the establishment of the Disabled
Authority. And today, the authority around the
world is offering unmatched services, she added.

KUWAIT: Dr Sameera Al-Saad with children on the occasion of the World Autism Day

The Palestinian community and myself convey our
congratulations to HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown

Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HE
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and
Kuwaiti people on the occasion of the holy month of
Ramadan. May Allah keep Kuwait and its people in
prosperity, security and peace. I also congratulate the
Palestinian community in Kuwait and wish them good
health and success in their second country Kuwait. I
pray to Almighty Allah that Ramadan next year arrives
with Al-Aqsa Mosque liberated and the declaration of
the State of Palestine with Jerusalem as its capital, so
that the Muslim ummah can celebrate the holy month
in our first qibla Jerusalem.

Palestine ambassador
sends greetings on
advent of Ramadan 

By Rami Tahboub
Ambassador of the State of Palestine


