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LOS ANGELES: The Miami Heat rallied to beat
the Boston Celtics 106-98 and clinch an NBA
playoff berth on Wednesday as the post-season
picture began to get clearer. Dallas also secured a
playoff spot after Luka Doncic scored 35 points
and handed out 13 assists to lead the Mavericks to
a 120-112 victory over the Cleveland Cavaliers. The
Cavs’ defeat meant either the Eastern Conference-
leading Heat or Celtics would be sure of a berth,
and it was a tense finish in Boston.

Jimmy Butler scored 24 points and Kyle Lowry
added 23 as Miami came out on top in a game that
featured 16 lead changes. Bam Adebayo finished
with 17 points and 12 rebounds for the Heat, who
pushed a one-point halftime lead to as many as 11,
but trailed 83-79 going into the final quarter.
Jaylen Brown scored 28 points and pulled down 10
rebounds, and Jayson Tatum added 23 points and
six assists for Boston.

But the Celtics couldn’t hold off Miami, who
took a 102-96 lead on Butler’s dunk with 1:43
remaining. Tatum answered with a layup but on his
next attempt was called for an offensive foul, and
the Heat finally sealed it with a string of free
throws. “We really had to step up and make multi-
ple efforts,” Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said. “They
just keep on attacking regardless of what your
scheme is.”

But Spoelstra said the tight finish was just what
his team needed to prepare for the playoffs.
“That’s why I like going through a lot of these type
of games in the regular season,” he said. “We had
some big-time performances down the stretch.”
The Mavs’ playoff spot was assured with their win
as well as the Toronto Raptors’ 125-102 victory
over the Minnesota Timberwolves.

Doncic scored 20 points in the third quarter,
when Dallas out-scored Cleveland 39-22 to claw
back from a six-point half-time deficit . The
Slovenian star received a rapturous welcome in
Cleveland, which has a large Slovenian population,
and finished one rebound shy of his second 30-
point triple-double in as many nights. “When all
the people come to see you, you want to put on a
show,” Doncic said.

Dorian Finney-Smith added a career-high 28
points, including six three-pointers for the
Mavericks, who are in the playoffs for a third
straight year. The Cavs were led by Caris LeVert’s
32 points. But they were without rookie of the year
contender Evan Mobley, who will miss at least
three games with a sprained ankle. Cleveland are
seventh in the East, two games behind the Raptors
and Chicago Bulls in the battle for the last direct
entry into the playoffs.

Suns hold off Warriors
The seventh through 10th-placed teams will

battle in a play-in tournament for the remaining
two spots from each conference. The Golden State
Warriors missed a chance to punch their playoff
ticket, falling 107-103 to the Western Conference
top seeds Phoenix. Devin Booker and Mikal
Bridges scored 22 points apiece as the Suns
matched a franchise record with their 62nd win of
the season. It was touch and go, however, with six
lead changes in the fourth quarter alone before the
Suns put it away. “It’s big,” said Chris Paul, who
contributed 15 points and eight assists. “Games
like this can help you in the post-season, it makes
you trust.”

Jordan Poole scored 38 points to lead the

Warriors as star Stephen Curry missed a seventh
game with a sprained foot. The Memphis Grizzlies
locked up the second seed in the West behind
Phoenix with a 112-111 victory over the Spurs in
San Antonio. Tyus Jones scored 25 points for the
Grizzlies, who won the Southwest Division title for

the first time in franchise history despite the fact
that star Ja Morant missed his sixth straight game
with a right knee injury. The defeat dropped the
Spurs a half-game behind the reeling Los Angeles
Lakers for 10th in the West and the last berth in
the play-in tournament.  —AFP

Heat, Mavericks book playoff
berths, Warriors still waiting

CLEVELAND: Darius Garland #10 of the Cleveland Cavaliers dribbles the ball during the game against
the Dallas Mavericks on March 30, 2022 at Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse.  —AFP

England set up
World Cup final
with Australia
CHRISTCHURCH: England continued
their fairytale revival at the Women’s
World Cup Thursday when Danni
Wyatt’s century set up a 137-run
semi-final thrashing of South Africa to
set up a final showdown with
Australia. Wyatt’s outstanding 129,
aided by five dropped catches and
supported by Sophia Dunkley’s 60,
saw England post an imposing 293 for
eight off their 50 overs at Hagley Oval
in Christchurch.

Sophie Ecclestone then produced
the best bowling figures of the tour-
nament with six for 36 as South Africa
folded for 156 in 38 overs. After being
on the brink of elimination after losing
their first three matches, the defend-
ing champions have since won five in
a row and will now face unbeaten
Australia in Sunday’s final, also at
Hagley Oval. Australia cruised into the
final with a crushing 157-run win over
the West Indies in Wellington on
Wednesday.

“That was a complete performance
from us today, what we’ve been
searching for,” said captain Heather
Knight who rated her side as “under-

dogs” against Australia. “But we’re all
equal on the morning of the game and
what a story is written for us if we can
do it.” Player of the match Wyatt, who
scored only 12 fours in her 129 off 125
deliveries - the third highest score of
the tournament-said it was a difficult
ground for batting.

“I tried to capitalize on the width
provided by their bowlers. The
boundaries were pretty big,” she said.
“It was a weird wicket. We just said
run well between the wickets and just
be positive.” It was the second con-
secutive World Cup that England have
beaten the Proteas in the semi-finals
and continued South Africa’s last-four
hoodoo with no men’s or women’s
team having reached an ODI or
Twenty20 World Cup final.

Wolvaardt duck
They started well when they won

the toss and reduced England to 77
for three but opener Wyatt was
standing firm. At 126 for four, Wyatt
was joined by Dunkley and the pair
put on 116 for the fifth wicket more
than six runs an over to set England
up for a formidable total. Wyatt was
eventually out off the bowling of
Masabata Klaas, caught by Lizelle
Lee who had dropped the first chance
offered by Wyatt when she was on 22.

Dunkley made her 60 off 72 deliv-
eries and the innings was finished in

style by Ecclestone’s quickfire 24 off
11 balls. The all-rounder smacked
three consecutive fours in the final
over before being bowled by Shabnim
Ismail, who finished with the best
South African figures of three for 46.
South Africa’s run chase started disas-
trously when the tournament’s highest
run-scorer Laura Wolvaardt was out
without scoring in the second over
and big-hitting opening partner Lee
followed in the fourth over for two.

From eight for two, South Africa
were in further trouble when captain
Sune Luus went for 21, leaving them
44 for three in the 12th over and well
behind the required run rate. At the
halfway stage they were 95 for four
with the rising required run rate of
7.96 proving beyond them as the
tournament’s leading wicket-taker
Ecclestone ran through the tail to take
England to their sixth appearance in a
World Cup final.  —AFP

Swiatek cruises
into Miami Open
semifinals
MIAMI: Iga Swiatek’s dream season
continued as she defeated Petra Kvitova
6-3, 6-3 in the Miami Open quarterfinals
to close in on a third successive WTA
1000 crown. The new world number one
won the title in Doha and then Indian
Wells and now has an excellent chance
of becoming only the fourth woman in
history to win the Sunshine Double - tri-
umphing in California and Florida in the
same year-following Steffi Graf (1994
and 1996), Kim Clijsters (2005) and
Victoria Azarenka (2016).

Swiatek, who has now won 15 suc-
cessive WTA tour matches, is the form
player in the women’s game at the
moment and American Jessica Pegula,
who reached the last four earlier in the
day after fifth seed Paula Badosa was
forced to retire because of illness mid-
way through the first set, will have her
work cut out attempting to stop the
Polish 20-year-old when they meet on
Thursday for a place in the final.

Czech star Kvitova was on the back-
foot once she was broken in the first set
as Swiatek’s excellent hitting, especially
from the back of the court, and her serve
ultimately proved the difference. The
two-time Wimbledon champion fought
hard, but Swiatek was able to maintain
her aggressive, attacking game and
when she broke for 3-2 in the second set
it was always going to be an uphill battle
for the 32-year-old now ranked 32nd in
the world.

“I want to use the confidence I have
had since the start of the year and I am
on a roll,” Swiatek said after winning in
one hour and 14 minutes at Hard Rock
Stadium. “I am just so happy I can com-
pete against legends like Petra. I knew I
had to keep up with the pace as she
plays fast and I think my first serve was
the key.”

Pegula goes into her second WTA
1000 semi-final well rested after her
round of 16 match against Anhelina
Kalinina only lasted a set before the
Ukrainian retired. The same fate then
befell Spain’s fifth-seeded Badosa in the
quarters on Wednesday, as she conced-
ed the contest with the score at 4-1 to
the American. Pegula, whose parents
own the Buffalo Bills NFL franchise, has
spent just three hours and 22 minutes on

court in her four matches so far and said:
“I’ve definitely played really, really clean
tennis the last two sets.

“I think that’s helped, I don’t want to
say get a retirement, but sometimes you
just never know how someone is going
to react when they get out there, even
though you know they are not feeling
well. I think from Paula’s last match I

could tell that she probably wasn’t going
to be 100 percent by today, but again, I
have no idea what happened or how she
was feeling or if she recovered or if it
was quick. It’s just hard to know in those
situations. It can be kind of awkward. I
am just trying to focus on myself and
play the best tennis I could, and I’ve
been able to do that.”  —AFP

MIAMI GARDENS, Florida: Iga Swiatek of Poland returns a shot to Petra
Kvitova of the Czech Republic during the women’s singles match of the
2022 Miami Open at Hard Rock Stadium on March 29, 2022. —AFP

Nalbandian advice
buoys Cerundolo in
Miami Open run
MIAMI: Francisco Cerundolo is using the help of
his boyhood hero to boost an unlikely run to the
Miami Open semifinals. The Argentine arrived in
south Florida with an 0-2 tour-level record on hard
courts, but after 11th-ranked Italian Jannik Sinner
retired trailing 4-1 in the first set of their quarter-
final the 23-year-old is now one win away from
Sunday’s final.

Cerundolo, ranked 103rd in the world, grew up
idolizing Argentina tennis legend David
Nalbandian. Now that 40-year-old Nalbandian is
coaching Serbian Miomir Kecmanovic, who takes
on 18-year-old Spanish sensation Carlos Alcaraz in
the quarterfinals on Thursday, he has never been
too far away for a chat and some advice at Hard
Rock Stadium.

“This year I started having a better relationship
with him and all of the guys that were at the top
level when I was a kid,” said Cerundolo, whose
brother Juan Manuel was knocked out in the third
round by Frances Tiafoe before Cerundolo beat the
American himself. “As I’m improving and playing at
the biggest events, I’m able to meet them more
often, so it’s amazing. When I was young, my idol
was Nalbandian. I love the way he played and look
up to him.

“Of course we are going to have a chat. They
can give me some thoughts and experience they
had in the past, so it’s really nice to be able to, I
don’t know, to just hang around with them, and
they are gonna give me some tips. It’s fantastic.”
Cerundolo has really hit his groove in Miami, beat-
ing Tallon Griekspoor, Reilly Opelka (second-set
retirement), Gael Monfils and Tiafo before seeing
Sinner, with whom he had practised over the last
couple of days, suffer so badly with a blister on his
right foot that he was unable to continue.

With both men’s and women’s matches during
the Wednesday day session ending early with
retirements, there wasn’t much to cheer but one
group of very loud, flag waving Argentine fans
were at least able to see the Buenos Aires native
move into the biggest match of his life. Former US
Open champion Juan Martin del Potro had a huge
South American following in Miami and Cerundolo
hopes to use it to his advantage.

“I don’t know those guys in the stand but maybe
I can meet them,” he smiled. “There’s such a huge
Argentine population here and they’re very sup-
portive of Argentine players. “Yesterday I played
an American guy, and I think more people were
cheering for me than for him. I love to play with my
people, Argentina people, Latin people. It’s fantas-
tic. I think it brings my best inside the court.”

Sinner, who was forced out in Indian Wells ear-
lier this month before a last 16 match against Nick
Kyrgios because of illness, felt the problem in his
foot when playing the Australian in the fourth
round on Tuesday and quickly realized he
wouldn’t be able to compete as the match with
Cerundolo progressed. “It’s a blister, and I
couldn’t move,” he said. “It’s tough because I was
playing well.”  —AFP

Formula 1 returns
to Las Vegas after
4-decade absence
LAS VEGAS: Las Vegas will host a night-time
Formula 1 Grand Prix along its iconic Strip in 2023
with the sport’s top official describing the event as
“an incredible moment”. The race returns to the city
for the first time since 1982 and will become the
third grand prix in the United States on next year’s
F1 calendar, alongside Miami and Austin. “This is an

incredible moment for Formula 1 that demonstrates
the huge appeal and growth of our sport with a
third race in the US,” said Stefano Domenicali, the
president of Formula 1.

“Las Vegas is a destination known around the
world for its excitement, hospitality, thrills, and of
course, the famous Strip. There is no better place
for Formula 1 to race than in the global entertain-
ment capital of the world.” The race will take place
at night, on a Saturday in November. The track will
be 6.12km long from start to finish with top speeds
estimated to be over 342 km/h.

It will take in the city’s most famous landmarks,
hotels and casinos. There will be 50 laps with three
main straights and 14 corners, including a high-speed

cornering sequence and a single chicane section.
“Iconic Las Vegas and Formula 1, the pinnacle of
motorsport, is the perfect marriage of speed and
glamour,” said Greg Maffei, president of F1’s owners
Liberty Media. Las Vegas twice hosted F1 races in
1981 and 1982 on the car park of Caesar’s Palace
after Watkins Glen in upstate New York lost its
rights after two decades. The Miami Grand Prix
debuts this year on May 8 while the United States
Grand Prix takes place at Austin, Texas on Oct 23.
The famed Indianapolis Motor Speedway previous-
ly played host to the US Grand Prix between 2000
and 2007. This year will be the first time since
Dallas and Detroit in 1984 that the United States
has staged two races.  —AFP

CHRISTCHURCH: England’s Sophie Ecclestone bowls to South Africa’s
Trisha Chetty during their 2022 Women’s Cricket World Cup second semifi-
nal at Haley Oval on March 31, 2022. —AFP
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