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First fencing championship for 
women kicks off in Ramadan

Zain Group publishes its 11th  
annual sustainability report 158

Fajr                04:03 
Shurooq      05:25 
Dhuhr           11:49 
Asr                 15:23 
Maghrib      18:13 
Isha               19:33

Ramadan Timings

Ramadan Kareem

Amir expresses confidence  
in Kuwait’s Armed Forces

Crown Prince congratulates army personnel
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces has affirmed con-
fidence in the country’s Armed Forces and its sec-
tors which defend their homeland. This came in a 
speech of His Highness the Amir that was read out 
by His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the representative of His 
Highness the Amir, during a visit to the Armed 
Forces (Army Officers Club). 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal, 
which was accompanied by His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, 
said that the political leadership’s confidence in the 
Kuwaiti Armed Forces is big. Upon arrival, His 
Highness the Crown Prince was received by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Talal 
Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and Kuwait Army Chief 
of Staff Major General Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Crown Prince told the atten-
dees “we are sure that you perfectly achieve your 
national duties”, urging the military personnel to 
keep on their mission and maintain their full readi-
ness. His Highness the Crown Prince extolled the 
efforts of the military installations sector in 
reclaiming agricultural lands, appreciating the goal 
of this project which ensures the food security of 
the Kuwait army units. — KUNA (See Page 2) 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah poses for a group picture during his visit to the Army Officers 
Club. — Amiri Diwan photo

Loving the Provider  
Allah - (Part 3)
By Hassan Twaha Bwambale 

 

According to the Noble Quran, God 
Almighty created us to worship Him. 
Worship from the Islamic point of view 

can be anything you do, say and think of as long 
as it pleases God and is good for you and your 
fellow human-beings. There are three pillars of 
worship, viz love, fear, and hope. Although we 
hope for God’s forgiveness and reward, and fear 
sinfulness that would displease Him, love for 
God is the most comprehensive, and encom-
passes the other two.  

Scholars of Islamic Jurisprudence unani-
mously suggest ten ways to prove our love for 
Allah, the Great Forgiver. In today’s article, I will 
share the fifth and sixth among those ten ways, 
and will share the others in subsequent articles, 
so keep reading. 

(5) Give in charity from things that are dear 
to you. This really challenges your heart. When 
clothes drive or food drive comes around for the 
poor, do not give the worn-out clothes you do 
not want, but give from your new, clean, and 
beautiful clothes. Have you heard how Aisha - 
Prophet’s wife - used to give out the coins in 
charity to the poor? Aisha (ra) used to perfume 
the coins with musk before giving them in chari-
ty. When asked why, she explained that the 
charity reaches the Bountiful Allah before it 
touches the hand of the needy person. 

The Beneficent, Allah says what can be trans-
lated as: “O you who believe, give charity from 
the wholesome things you have earned and from 
all that We have brought forth for you from the 
earth. Thus, do not target what is vile to give in 
charity, yet you yourselves would not take it, 
without closing your eyes to (accept) it. And 
know that Allah is Self-Sufficient, All-Praised.” 
(Al-Baqarah 2: 267)  

Allah, the Exalted, is Generous and 
Beneficent - among others - and constantly 
confers upon His servants different and multiple 
favors and bounties. How then would it be pos-
sible for those who enjoy His bounties and 
blessings, to be mean, niggardly and conde-
scending? (See www.quran7m.com)  
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BAGHDAD: Vehicles drive along the underpass under Tahrir Square in the centre 
of Iraq’s capital Baghdad during a dust storm on April 12, 2022. — AFP

WASHINGTON: This image shows the space lounge inside the spaceship 
Neptune’s capsule.— AF 

VIRGINIA: A partially completed passport application, with an ‘X’ gender mark-
er, is seen on a computer monitor in Alexandria.— AFP 

BAGHDAD: A dust storm blanketed 
Iraq again on Tuesday, sending people 
to hospital with breathing difficulties 
and leading airports to suspend flights. 
It follows a similar storm that blew over 
the country late last week and left 
dozens hospitalized with respiratory 
problems. The latest weather event cast 
an orange hue over the capital Baghdad, 
where it severely restricted visibility 
and coated buildings and cars in dust. 

Pedestrians wore disposable masks to 
avoid inhaling the particles, AFP journal-
ists said. “People have been hospitalized 

with breathing difficulties, but most cases 
are minor,” health ministry spokesman 
Saif Al-Badr told AFP. Dozens of flights 
were suspended in Baghdad and the 
Shiite holy city of Najaf during the morn-
ing, before flights resumed in the after-
noon when conditions improved, airport 
sources said. 

While sand and dust storms are not 
uncommon during the Iraqi spring, they 
are expected to become even more fre-
quent “due to drought, desertification 
and declining rainfall”, said the director 
of Iraq’s meteorological  office, Amer 
Al-Jabri. Iraq is particularly vulnerable 
to climate change, with record low rain-
fall and high temperatures in recent 
years. Experts have said these factors 
threaten social and economic disaster in 
the war-scarred country. — AFP 

Dust storm  
covers Iraq 

WASHINGTON: A new entrant in 
the space tourism market promises 
customers views of the Earth’s curva-
ture from the comfort of a luxury cab-
in, lifted to the upper atmosphere with 
a giant balloon. Space Perspective on 
Tuesday revealed illustrations of its 
swish cabins, which it hopes to start 
launching from the Kennedy Space 

Center in Florida from late 2024. 
More than 600 tickets have so far 
been sold, at $125,000 each. 

With five-feet (1.5 meter) high win-
dows, deep seats, dark, purple tones 
and subdued lighting, the atmosphere 
contrasts with the white and sanitized 
capsules of its competitors. Wifi con-
nectivity and a drinks bar round out 
the “Space Lounge” inside the com-
pany’s Neptune capsule. Whether it 
really constitutes spaceflight is a mat-
ter of debate. 

The balloon reaches an altitude of 
20 miles, much lower than rivals Virgin 
Galactic, which goes just over 50 
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Space company  
offers first look  
at luxury cabins

ALEXANDRIA: It’s just a small box 
to tick on an application form, but a 
huge breakthrough for D Ojeda, a non-
binary person who on Monday became 
one of the first Americans to apply for 
a gender-neutral passport. “Even with 
my family, they still don’t get it,” said 
Ojeda, a 34-year-old activist who goes 
by D. and uses the pronouns “they, 

them.” “So at least I have the govern-
ment to say who I am as a person.” 

The option to receive a passport 
with an “X” gender designation, which 
was made available Monday by US 
President Joe Biden’s administration, 
was hailed as a blessing for an esti-
mated 1.2 million Americans whose 
gender identity falls outside the cate-
gories of man or woman. It came at a 
time when Republican lawmakers 
across the country have been passing 
legislation that critics say curtails 
LGBTQ rights and was likely to fur-
ther fuel tensions around gender 
issues in a deeply divided nation. 
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‘X’: US rolls out  
gender-neutral  
passports


