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Kuwait Heritage

KUWAIT: Al-Derbaha, a famous children’s game from the Kuwaiti heritage. The boys race while moving the frame forward, and whoever finishes first is the winner. The
picture was taken circa 1958 in Mirqab and shows Ali Salimi (left), brothers Shuaibi (at the back) and brothers Faheed. (Source: A total commemorative printed images
to the Ministry of Information in the 19602 and 1970s. Prepared by Mahmoud Zakaria Abu Alella, heritage researcher at the Ministry of Information)

KUWAIT: Children celebrate girgian. —KUNA photos

Kuwaiti folklore researcher Adel
Al-Saadoun.
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KUWAIT: The celebration of “Girgian”, where
people give children candy and nuts in mid-
Ramadan month is back after two years of halting
due to the coronavirus. Girgian is an old tradition
celebrated in Kuwait and all Gulf countries in
Ramadan, however, each country celebrates the
festival differently. In Kuwait, children wear tradi-
tional colorful clothing, walking in groups in their
area’s streets and knocking on doors to sing some

traditional songs and receive candy. The boys’
songs are different from what the girls sing for the
occasion.

In this context, Kuwaiti folklore researcher Adel
Al-Saadoun said that in old Kuwait, mothers used
to sew special bags for boys, that can be hanged on
the neck and tied around the chest to put the candy
in. The girls used to wear the “bukhnag”, which is a
black and gold head cover, along with a special bag

to keep the candy. The boys would also wear the
traditional Kuwaiti clothes “dishdasha” while col-
lecting candy, and they would also carry drums and
empty boxes to create some noise while they sing
the girgian songs, he noted.

Saadoun said that nowadays, girgian celebration
has some exaggeration as people distribute luxuri-
ous chocolates and nuts in big parties for both chil-
dren and adults. Some people also include per-

fumes and bukhoor “incense” in their girgian for
adults, he added. Meanwhile, housewife Hanaa Al-
Wuhaib said that girgian lost its simplicity these
days, as families started planning huge parties with
different ideas for presentation even before
Ramadan starts. People started exaggerating even
in their clothing or the kind of expensive candy
they give, as well as booking ballrooms for the cel-
ebration. —KUNA

Kuwait celebrates girgian after
two-year halt over coronavirus

EU Ambassador to
Kuwait Cristian Tudor
holds ghabqa for 
media representatives
KUWAIT: On 11 April, EU Ambassador to Kuwait Cristian
Tudor convened a ghabqa with media representatives on
the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan to thank them
for their cooperation with the EU Delegation in Kuwait and
inform them about plans for the coming period, including
Europe Day celebrations next month. During the ghabqa,
Ambassador Tudor also praised the lively and vibrant
nature of the Kuwaiti media.

Ambassador Tudor hailed the excellent EU-Kuwait
bilateral relations as evidenced by the first visit of the High
Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Josep Borrell to Kuwait last month. The talks with the
Kuwaiti leadership focused on how we could further
enhance our relations. We have identified cooperation on
health, food security, education, digital and green transition
as our priorities. Another example is the visit of Johannes
Hahn, EU Commissioner for Budget and Administration in
February, the first such visit by an EU Commissioner since
the establishment of the EU Delegation here in 2019. The

aim of the visit was to
strengthen cooperation
between the EU and Kuwait in
the financial and economic
sector as well as investments
in the renewable energy sec-
tor. We are also enhancing
inter-parliamentary relations
as testified by the visit of the
European Parliament’s delega-
tion for relations with the Arab
Peninsula to Kuwait last
November.

Ambassador Tudor reiter-
ated that Kuwait is a close and
reliable partner of the EU. Both sides support a rules-based
world order and peaceful conflict settlement based on the
principles of the UN Charter and humanitarian values. This
was evidenced by Kuwait’s stance on Ukraine, including its
support to relevant UNGA resolutions. The EU also appre-
ciates Kuwait’s mediation efforts with regard to the Gulf rift
and other regional conflicts. We also work closely with
Kuwait to develop new forms of cooperation and to build a
stronger partnership with Gulf countries to promote inter
alia regional security.

Ambassador Tudor also said that the EU wants to
become Kuwait’s partner of choice in implementing Kuwait
2035 Vision, which aims to chart a path towards economic
and social development. We also aim to work with Kuwait

on the issue of climate change and the transition to a
greener economy. For their part, the EU Member States
have agreed on a Green Deal to achieve carbon neutrality
in Europe by 2050. Another important area of the EU-
Kuwait relations is to facilitate people-to-people contacts,
including among young people. 2022 was announced as the
European Year of Youth. Europe-Day on 9 May represents
the first opportunity for a wider public outreach post-
COVID. In this context, the EU Delegation and 17 EU
Member States represented in Kuwait will hold a large cele-
bration, highlighting national features and their joint aspira-
tions under the roof of the EU. The date was chosen for a
reason as it marks the anniversary of the historic ‘Schuman
Declaration’ that set out his idea for a new form of political
cooperation in Europe, which prepared the ground for what
is now the European Union. 

EU Ambassador to
Kuwait Cristian Tudor

Amir offers condolences
on death of Saudi prince
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah expressed his condolences on Tuesday over
the death of Saudi Prince Abdulrahman bin Saad Al-Saud. In a
cable he sent to Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, His
Highness the Amir hoped the grieving Saudi royal family would
find solace in this time of grief. His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent similar cables to the Saudi monarch. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah expressed his condolences on Tuesday
over the victims of widespread flash floods in the Philippines,
which resulted in human casualties and left homes inundated.
In a cable he sent to Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte, His
Highness the Amir hoped the Southeast Asian archipelago
would overcome this natural disaster, wishing a speedy recov-
ery for those wounded amid the heavy downpour. —KUNA


