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Jarir bin Abdillah (ra) reported in a long Hadeeth 

(prophetic tradition) translated as: “One early morn-
ing when we were with the Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) some people approached him barefooted, 
skimpily dressed; wearing striped woollen garments, 
carrying swords over their shoulders; most of them or 
rather all of them belonging to the tribe of Mudhar.  

Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) showed signs of anger 
on his face because of the poverty-stricken state in 
which he saw them. He then entered his house and 
then came out and ordered Bilal to perform the Call 
to Prayer (Atha’n). After concluding the Prayer, the 
Prophet (PBUH) delivered a sermon in which he 
said, what can be translated as: “O mankind, fear 
your Lord who created you from a single soul, and 
from it, created its mate, and from both He spread 
(around) many men and women. So, fear Allah, in 
whose name you seek (consideration) of one anoth-
er. And, therefore, be dutiful to your kith and kin. 
For indeed, ever is Allah (infinitely) knowing and 
watchful (of all that you do).” (An-Nisa’a 4: 1).  

Then he recited what can be translated as: “O 
you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul look 
to what it has prepared for tomorrow. Thus, be ever 
God-fearing, indeed, Allah is infinitely aware of all 
that you do.” (Al-Hashr 59: 18). People started giv-
ing charity in different amounts. A man from the 
Ansar (Muslim inhabitants of Medina) brought a 
bundle which was almost too big for his hands to 
hold. People continued coming one after the other 
till I saw two mounds of food and clothing.  

That resulted in a glow (of happiness) on the 
face of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as if it were 
gold. He then said, ‘He who initiates a good practice 
in Islam will have a reward for it and a reward for 
those who act upon it after him, without their 
reward being diminished. And he who initiates an 

evil practice in Islam will bear the burden of that sin 
and the burden of those who act upon it after him, 
without their burden being reduced.’ (Saheeh 
Muslim # 1, 017) 

(6) Memorizing, reciting Allah’s Beautiful Names 
and Attributes, understanding them, and acting 
upon them. Learning and memorizing the Names 
and Attributes of Allah (swt) will increase our rever-
ent love and awe for Him.  Abu Huraira narrated that 
the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said what can be 
translated as: “Allah has ninety-nine Names, one-
hundred minus one, whoever memorizes (under-
stands and implements) them, will enter Paradise.” 
(Al-Bukhari # 7, 392) Among the names and attrib-
utes of the Exalted, Allah, is ‘Al-Ghaffaar’, which 
means “He who excessively conceals the sins of His 
servants, so that a sinful person is not publicly 
shamed and humiliated.”  

And ‘Al-Ghafour’ means “the One who conceals 
the sins of His servants a great deal and forgives 
them continuously. His forgiveness is much greater 
than His punishment.” When you read and reflect on 
these two among the complete names and attributes 
of Almighty Allah, it encourages you to avoid sins as 
much as you can, and if you happen to commit a sin, 
you repent immediately - being sure that you will 
be forgiven.  

With such an attitude, you should avoid slander-
ing and exposing sinners, unless their sins cause 
harm to society. You should also explore the most 
effective ways of encouraging the sinners to repent 
from their sins and abandon them. It is imperative 
also to understand that in as much as you seek 
Allah’s forgiveness, you should be able to forgive 
those who wrong you.  

 
Courtesy of the TIES Center: As one of the 

projects funded and managed by Kuwaiti Society 
for Cultural Dialogue, TIES aims at empowering 
Kuwait’s expats through social and educational 
services that promote a positive and productive 
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for 
intra- and interfaith interactions that promote 
social solidarity. For more information, please call 
25231015/6 or e-mail:  info@tiescenter.net. 

Loving the 
Provider...

MAKARIV, Ukraine: There is a rhythm to the way 
the bodies are collected in the Ukrainian village of 
Andriivka. A yellow question mark is sprayed on a 
home. The police arrive with a crew to dig out the 
shallow grave. Then the relatives are confronted 
with the remains of their kin. 

Some are stoic and resigned-the body is just the 
remnants and their loved one is long gone. Others 

dash to touch the corpse, as if trying to awake it 
from slumber. On Monday, AFP saw the bodies of 
three men in civilian clothes exhumed from gardens 
in Andriivka, 33 kilometres (20 miles) west of the 
capital, Kyiv. 

They were Ruslan Yaremchuk, 46, Leonid 
Bondarenko, 68, and Yuriy Kravchennia, 46, 
according to relatives, neighbours and ID docu-
ments. A village official said three other bodies had 
already been excavated earlier in the day. 

Andriivka-home to around 2,000 before the 
war-was occupied by invading Russian forces dur-
ing their month-long northern offensive to take Kyiv. 

All the men were buried by their fellow Ukrainians. 
But villagers say they were killed by Russians. 

 
Ruslan Yaremchuk  

They buried Yaremchuk in a garden behind a 
modest white cottage, his head pointing towards a 
rusted wheelbarrow. Now the body, its arms spread 
high, is being pried from the earth again by a three-
man team. Yaremchuk’s final outfit was a blue 
cableknit jumper, jeans and grey hiking boots. On 
his right hand is a handsome silver ring. 

Neighbour Viktor Haniuk knew his first name 
only-Ruslan-but he buried him in this patch of 
green with the help of another local. As the exhu-
mation continues, nearby police scribe a report in 
the margins of a diploma that reveals his surname. 
Yaremchuk studied electrical engineering at the 
Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, it seems. 

On the doorstep of the cottage are three open 
ration packs. As Russians swept in, the packs were 
airdropped for troops. “This man went to steal 
them,” says 42-year-old Haniuk. “Most likely he was 
shot for these rations.” He said his neighbour was 
shot “behind the ear”. Yaremchuk is zipped inside a 
body bag and the police team continue their rounds. 

 
Leonid Bondarenko  

Next is Bondarenko. He was buried by the spring 
bulbs in the front plot of a pink cottage. There is a 
floral-wreathed cross above the makeshift grave. It 
marks the date he died-March 6, 2022. His body is 
parcelled in a patterned blue duvet. Three workers 
pull him out of the ground, revealing his blood-

streaked head. His son Oleksandr, 39, loiters outside 
the gates of the house with resigned unease. 

His father was killed in shelling and a neighbour 
buried him a few days later. “I don’t know how we 
ordinary people are meant to respond to this. They 
destroyed the whole village,” Oleksandr says. His 
father’s body is the fifth of the day so far and there 

are more still waiting to be tended. 
“What am I supposed to feel when it’s civilians, 

not soliders, who were killed?” asks 25-year-old 
police officer Artem Yeliseyev. “Today we saw a 
man who was 30 and a man who was almost 70,” he 
says. “They are both murdered. It’s difficult for me 
to talk about my feelings.” — AFP 

On the trail of the dead  
in a Ukrainian village 

‘What am I supposed to feel when it’s civilians, not soliders, who were killed?’ 
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the whole  
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ANDRIIVKA, Ukraine: Communal workers exhume a body of a man buried near his house in Andriivka village, Kyiv region. — AFP

Clashes rock  
W Bank city 

 
JENIN: Fresh clashes between Zionist soldiers and 
Palestinian militants rocked the West Bank city of 
Jenin on Tuesday as a Palestinian stabbed a police 
officer before being shot dead. Zionist troops 
launched a fourth day of operations around Jenin 
after an assailant from the flashpoint district shot and 
killed three people in a Tel Aviv bar last week in the 
latest of a spate of attacks that have stunned the 
Jewish state. 

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett-who warned in 
response that there would “not be limits for this 
war”-overnight visited the Tel Aviv shooting scene 
and vowed: “We will not let our enemy stop our lives. 
“We will continue to live our lives and at the same 
time we will fight where they are located, in their 
bases, at their source-and, please God, we will win.” 

The Palestinian official news agency Wafa said 
“clashes erupted” for a fourth day between young 
Palestinian men and Zionist soldiers “who fired live 
bullets, stun grenades and tear gas at them”. The 
Zionist army said its “soldiers responded with live 
ammunition toward suspects who hurled explosive 
devices at them, as well as toward armed suspects in 
the area”. 

“Soldiers and other security forces apprehended 
20 wanted terror suspects during the night and early 
morning.” In Zeita, near the border with Zionist enti-
ty, commandos found “weapons and arrested wanted 
persons suspected of aiding terrorist activities,” the 
army said. The latest violence to rock Zionist entity 
came in the Mediterranean port city of Ashkelon, 
where police said an officer was checking a 
Palestinian man in his 40s who then “pulled out a 
knife and attacked the officer”. 

The policeman “fired and neutralized the suspect, 
whose death was declared on site,” police said, 
adding that the officer was hospitalized with light 
wounds from the attack using a kitchen knife. Police 
said the man hailed from Hebron-a powder keg 
where around 1,000 Jewish settlers live under heavy 
military protection among 200,000 Palestinians. 
Ashkelon said it deployed extra police on motorcy-
cles to patrol schools and commercial areas. 

Palestinian youth have also clashed elsewhere with 
security forces, including Ramallah where they threw 
rocks and were targeted with tear gas on Monday. 
The rise in violence comes during the Muslim fasting 
month of Ramadan and days before the Jewish festi-
val of Passover and Christian Easter. —AFP 

RAMALLAH: Palestinians run for cover from teargas during 
clashes with Zionist security forces at the northern 
entrance of Ramallah, near the Israeli settlement of Beit El, 
in the occupied West Bank. — AFP  

Amnesty accuses Iran  
of denial of medical 
care to prisoners 

 
PARIS: Rights group Amnesty International on 
Tuesday accused Iran of deliberately denying life-
saving medical care to prisoners, saying it had con-
firmed 96 cases since 2010 of detainees dying after a 
lack of treatment. The report by Amnesty comes after 
several high profile cases this year alone of prisoners 
who died in custody due to what activists say was a 
failure by Iran to properly treat their illnesses. 

These include the Iranian poet and filmmaker 
Baktash Abtin who died in January after contracting 
Covid-19 and Shokrollah Jebeli, an 82-year-old dual 
Australian-Iranian national, who died in March after 
a succession of medical problems. Amnesty said such 
deaths by deliberate denial of healthcare amounted 
to an extrajudicial execution while the failure of Iran 
to provide accountability were another example of 
the systematic impunity in the country. 

“The Iranian authorities’ chilling disregard for 
human life has effectively turned Iran’s prisons into 
a waiting room of death for ill prisoners, where 
treatable conditions tragically become fatal,” said 
Diana Eltahawy, Deputy Regional Director for the 
Middle East and North Africa at Amnesty 
International.“Deaths in custody resulting from the 
deliberate denial of healthcare amount to arbitrary 
deprivation of life, which is a serious human rights 
violation under international law,” she added. 

 
‘Untimely deaths’  

Amnesty said it had confirmed the deaths in cus-
tody of 92 men and four women in 30 prisons in 18 
provinces across Iran in such circumstances since 

January 2010 but these cases are “illustrative, rather 
than exhaustive” and the true number of cases likely 
to be higher.  

The group said it had documented how prison 
officials frequently deny prisoners access to ade-
quate healthcare, including diagnostic tests, regular 
check-ups, and post-operative care. “This leads to 
worsening health problems, inflicts additional pain 
and suffering on sick prisoners, and ultimately caus-
es or contributes to their untimely deaths.” 

It said 64 out of the 96 prisoners died in prison 
rather than hospitals. In the vast majority of cases, 
prisoners who died were young or middle aged, it 
said. A large proportion of the deaths took place in 
prisons in northwestern Iran that house many 
inmates from the Kurdish and Azerbaijani minorities 
and in southeastern Iran where prisoners mostly 
belong to Iran’s Baluch minority. 

Abtin, 47, who had been convicted on national 
security charges and was seen by activists as a 
political prisoner, died of COVID-19 about six 
weeks after he first displayed symptoms in Tehran’s 
Evin prison, Amnesty said. “The authorities caused 
or contributed to his death by deliberately denying 
him timely access to specialised medical treatment 
at a facility well-equipped to deal with cases of 
Covid-19 after he fell ill with COVID-19 in early 
December 2022,” Amnesty said. 

It said Jebeli had died after being subjected to 
“more than two years of torture and other ill treat-
ment through the denial of access to adequate spe-
cialised medical care” for conditions including kid-
ney stones, a history of strokes, sciatica in his legs, 
high blood pressure, and an umbilical hernia. 

Jebeli, who had been imprisoned in a financial 
dispute, died in hospital where he had been trans-
ferred after he was found unresponsive by other 
prisoners and had lost all control of his bladder and 
bowel movements, Amnesty said. — AFP
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 miles high, or Blue Origin, which breaches the 

Karman Line, 62 miles above sea level, the interna-
tionally-recognized space border. SpaceX Crew 
Dragons fly even deeper into space. But 20 miles is 
still far higher than commercial planes, which 
ascend around six miles high. “We are above 99 
percent of Earth’s atmosphere,” co-founder Jayne 
Poynter told AFP, meaning passengers will really see 
the inky black of space. 

There’s no special training required. The balloon 
climbs at a serene 12 miles per hour, and the compa-
ny pitches itself as a greener, zero-emissions alter-
native to rocket fuels. They intend to get the hydro-
gen for the balloon from renewable sources, rather 
than extracting it from fossil fuels. The price for the 

two-hour-up, two-hours-gliding, and two-hour-
down voyage, which ends with an ocean splash-
down, is significantly less than Virgin Galactic tickets 
that cost $450,000 for a ride on a spaceplane. 

Blue Origin doesn’t disclose its prices but they 
are thought to be far more, while four entrepreneurs 
who flew to the International Space Station on a 
SpaceX ship paid a reported $55 million each to the 
company Axiom Space for the privilege. “We want-
ed to find a way that really changed the way people 
think about spaceflight that makes it much more 
approachable and accessible,” said Poynter. 

One thing the passengers won’t experience is 
feelings of weightlessness. With Virgin’s space-
plane and Blue Origin’s rocket, passengers can 
unbuckle and float when the rocket engines are cut 
but the ship keeps coasting upwards for a few 
minutes, before gravity pulls it  back down. 
Passengers on SpaceX spaceships and those on 
the ISS likewise experience apparent weightless-
ness because the vessels are orbiting the Earth. 
Space Perspective plans 25 flights in its first year, 
with all seats now booked. — AFP 

Space company  
offers first look...
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At their home in the Washington suburb of Alexandria, 

Ojeda began to fill out the long online passport application 
form, putting down their first and last name, then choosing 
from three options for gender: M for male, F for female and 
X for people who don’t identify as either. They chose the 
latter. They also ticked the box for “gender change,” to 
reflect the difference from their previous passport, which 
identified them as female. They didn’t have to provide any 
medical documentation for the change. 

“I think that’s incredible,” said Ojeda, who works as an 
organizer at the National Center for Transgender 
Equality (NCTE) and holds a doctorate degree in psy-
chology. “What makes it difficult for trans people is just 
how hard it is to get anything changed,” such as legal 
documentation, said Ojeda. When Ojeda and their NCTE 

colleagues learned of the new passport option, they 
“started crying at each other,” Ojeda added, seated at 
their desk in a blue sweater, with a thin beard and with 
their hair pulled back. 

The State Department announced in October that it 
had issued the first American passport with the X desig-
nation for gender after a long legal battle waged by a 
person from Colorado who is intersex. But it was only on 
March 31, the International Day of Transgender Visibility, 
that the State Department announced it was extending 
that right to all Americans, as well as adopting other 
measures on the federal level meant to simplify adminis-
trative hurdles for transgender and non-binary people. 

A few other countries have similar policies. Australia 
began issuing X-gender passports in 2011, with New 
Zealand, Canada, Germany and Argentina joining the 
roster since then, as well as, Pakistan and Nepal. Ojeda 
already boasts a driver’s license from their home state of 
Virginia, where their gender is marked as X. Ojeda said 
the procedure was simple: they received an appoint-
ment, filled out the application and the X box was 
already there. — AFP 

‘X’: US rolls out  
gender-neutral...


