
Taiwan issues 
wartime survival 
handbook
TAIPEI: Taiwan’s military published a handbook
on Tuesday advising civilians on how to prepare
for a potential Chinese invasion, including where
to find bomb shelters and how to stockpile
emergency supplies. China’s Communist Party
has never controlled self-ruled Taiwan but it
nonetheless views the island as part of its terri-
tory and has vowed to one day seize it, by force
if necessary.

Those threats have turned more bellicose
under Xi Jinping, China’s most authoritarian
leader in a generation. Russia’s recent invasion
of Ukraine has also heightened fears that China
might one day follow through on threats to
annex its smaller neighbour.

The 28-page guide contains information
which “the general public can use as an emer-
gency response guideline in a military crisis or
natural disaster,” defence ministry spokesman
Sun Li-fang said during an introduction at an
online press conference.

It is the first time Taiwan’s military has pub-
lished such a handbook. Drawn from similar
guides by Sweden and Japan, it tells residents
where to find bomb shelters via mobile phone
apps and what to do in an emergency including
how to distinguish air raid sirens.

“The guide is for the public to better prepare
themselves before a war or disaster happens,”
Liu Tai-yi, an official of the ministry’s All-Out
Defense Mobilization Agency, said. It includes
information on basic survival skills for the public
during air raids, massive fires, building collapses,
power outages and natural disasters.

“We hope the public can familiarise them-
selves where the safety shelters are before-
hand,” he added. Beijing’s increased sabre-rat-
tling has spurred diplomatic support for Taipei
and visits from Western nations shaken by
China’s more muscular tone.

Taiwan remains massively outgunned against
China but the mountainous island would be a
formidable challenge for any military to conquer.
Taiwan last year stepped up its training regime
for reservists and has increased purchases of
military equipment such as jets and anti-ship
missiles. —AFP

NEW DELHI: India hopes that Pakistan’s new prime
minister will herald a diplomatic thaw between the
two nuclear-armed foes after years of tensions, ana-
lysts say. The pragmatic and business-friendly
Shehbaz Sharif faces daunting challenges as leader-
among them relations with a neighbour his country
has fought three wars against in the past 75 years.

But he hails from an elite political family seen in
India as conciliatory towards New Delhi and willing
to settle disputes with dialogue instead of denunci-
ation-unlike his immediate predecessor. “He is not
someone who will go to the extreme of antagonising
India,” Ajay Darshan Behera, a professor of interna-
tional studies at New Delhi’s Jamia Milia Islamia
university, told AFP.

Unusually for a senior Pakistani politician, Sharif
has actually visited India,
in 2013 as chief minister
for Punjab-a state that
was split between them in
the bloody 1947 partition
of the sub-continent.
Sharif visited his family’s
ancestral village on the
Indian side of the frontier
and met with then-prime
minister Manmohan Singh
in New Delhi, along with
other officials.

And for his part, his Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi has attended a Sharif family wedding. The
Hindu nationalist leader made a surprise trip to
Pakistan in 2015, a year after taking office, when he
was hosted by Sharif’s elder brother Nawaz, himself
prime minister at the time.

Both siblings have usually had “cordial relation-
ships” with Indian leaders, said Imtiaz Gul of the
Center for Research and Security Studies in
Islamabad. “This is a good entry point basically for
India to resume dialogue,” he added. Modi’s trip
was followed by several rounds of trust-building
talks aimed at repairing relations that had sunk to a

low ebb after the 2008 Mumbai terrorist attacks,
which India accused Pakistan of sponsoring.

But that came to an abrupt halt the following
year with renewed conflict in Kashmir, a territory
hotly disputed by both countries. A series of tit-for-
tat air raids were then staged over the region’s fron-
tier in 2019, with brinkmanship and radio silence
between the two governments heightening fears of
another all-out war.

During Prime Minister Imran Khan’s government,
diplomatic relations were downgraded and direct
trade was suspended after a dispute over India’s
attempt to entrench its grip over the part of
Kashmir it controls. Khan was also critical of Modi
and called for international action to stop what he
claimed was a “genocide of Muslims” in the disput-

ed region.

‘Peace and stability’ 
With Khan’s weekend

ouster, Delhi-based politi-
cal analyst Sujit  Dutta
said the changing of the
guard left Sharif the
opportunity to move past
the rancour of recent
years, adding that any
overture would be “seen
very positively” by India.

“We need a new relationship with Pakistan based
on basic diplomatic norms of peaceful co-exis-
tence and peaceful resolution of disputes through
dialogue,” Dutta told AFP.

“That will surely help Pakistan and certainly
India too.” Modi congratulated Sharif on Twitter
after the latter’s election win and reiterated his
desire for “peace and stability” in the region. Sharif
also offered an olive branch of his own, telling par-
liament Monday that Pakistan wanted a “better rela-
tionship with India”.

But he also cautioned that no lasting peace
would be possible without a resolution to Kashmir’s

status. “I would suggest Prime Minister Modi let us
resolve the Kashmir issue and divert all our energies
to bring prosperity in our countries,” he said.

‘They don’t have much choice’ 
As prime minister, Sharif will have to contend

with crippling debt, galloping inflation and a feeble
currency that have kept Pakistan’s economy stag-
nant for the past three years. The dire fiscal outlook
will impress upon Sharif the importance of resuming
the commercial links with India cut off by Khan’s
government, said Behera of Jamia university.

“There is imminent economic sense in improving
trade ties with India,” he said. “Pakistan is going
through a very difficult time. They don’t have much
choice.” But for India’s government, decades of
entrenched mistrust and hostility have also raised
the spectre of unforeseen troubles.

“While the broad signs are positive, the relation-
ship with Pakistan is very unpredictable and it takes
just one terror attack... to change the discourse,” the
Indian Express newspaper quoted an unnamed sen-
ior government official as saying. “We will wait and
watch every move closely.”  —AFP

‘We need a relationship with Pakistan based on diplomatic norms of peaceful co-existence’

India hopes for Pakistan reset 
after Shehbaz Sharif election

RAWALPINDI: Supporters of newly elected Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif dance to celebrate at the
party office in Rawalpindi. —AFP

Indonesia passes
long-awaited 
sexual violence bill
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s parliament passed a long-
awaited sexual violence bill on Tuesday, a landmark
decision that raises hopes of justice for victims after
the country recorded a spike in reported cases dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic. Indonesian women’s
rights activists have for years condemned the lack of
avenues for victims of gender-based and sexual vio-
lence to seek justice in a country where abuse is
often considered a private affair and victims are dis-
couraged from filing a report.

Cheers and applause from women’s rights activists
rang out after speaker of parliament Puan Maharani
announced a majority of lawmakers had backed the
bill at a plenary session. “This law is a real manifesta-
tion of the country’s efforts to prevent any form of
sexual violence and to care, protect and rehabilitate
the victims as well as to enforce justice,” Bintang
Puspayoga, minister of women empowerment and
children protection, told the plenary session.

The bill, which seeks to combat sex crimes and
provide a legal framework for victims including in

cases of marital rape, was proposed a decade ago
and drafted in 2016 but ran into delays. Islamic
groups said it promoted promiscuity and conserva-
tive lawmakers called for it to criminalise extramarital
sex and LGBT relationships in the world’s largest
Muslim-majority country.

The law focuses on the handling of sexual vio-
lence from prevention to victim recovery, ordering
compensation for victims and allowing community-
based organisations to provide counselling. Physical
sexual abuse inside and outside marriage now carries
a maximum 12-year prison sentence and forced mar-
riage-including cases involving children-carries a
maximum nine-year jail term.

Non-consensual distribution of sexual content is
now punishable by a maximum prison sentence of
four years. President Joko Widodo in January
called on parliament to accelerate the passing of
the bill after years of roadblocks and following a
high-profile case that sparked outrage last year of
an Islamic boarding school teacher who raped 13 of
his students.

Widodo’s order to his government came as the
country witnessed a sharp increase in incidents of
gender-based violence against women after the
onset of the pandemic. The National Commission on
Violence Against Women (Komnas Perempuan)
reported 338,496 such cases in 2021, a 50 percent
rise from the previous year.

Activists largely welcomed the law as a step for-
ward for the country but said it could have been
more far-reaching in the sex crimes it included. The
text does not include articles on rape and forced
abortion. The government argued both of those
crimes had been regulated in the country’s health law
and will be included in later legislation. —AFP

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia: File photo shows a woman
under an Indonesian flag holding a placard that reads
“stop violence against women and children” during a
protest against sexual abuse in front of the people’s
representative council (DPR) in Banda Aceh. —AFP

Pregnancy trap 
for workers in  
Japan scheme
TOKYO: When Vanessa, a worker with Japan’s “tech-
nical intern” programme, told her supervisors she was
pregnant, she says they first suggested an abortion
and then pressured her to quit. It’s an example,
activists say, of the abuses faced by vulnerable work-
ers in a controversial programme that helps Japan
meet its labour needs.

The programme, which had around 275,000 work-
ers from countries including China and Vietnam last
year, is supposed to give participants specialised
experience that will be of use in their home country.
It’s a valuable source of labour given Japan’s ageing
population and small pool of migrant workers, but the
scheme has been dogged by allegations of discrimi-
nation and physical abuse.

And female technical interns can face particular
pressure around pregnancy. Vanessa, who asked to
be identified by her first name only, was working in a
care home in southern Japan’s Fukuoka when she dis-
covered she was pregnant, and hoped to return to

work after the birth. Instead, the 25-year-old Filipina
says bosses pushed her and her partner for an abor-
tion despite terminations being both taboo and a
crime in her deeply Catholic homeland.

“I thought, ‘how dare (they),’”. “Having an abortion
is a mother’s choice, not someone else’s,” she told
AFP. When she refused to have an abortion, her
supervisors forced her to quit. Japan’s health ministry
says 637 technical interns quit because of pregnancy
or childbirth between 2017 and 2020, including 47
who said they wished to continue the programme. But
advocates say that is likely the “tip of the iceberg”,
and no statistics capture how many others have been
pressured to avoid or end pregnancies.

Interchangeable, cheap labour 
“Most technical interns are of reproductive age...

but the idea of them getting pregnant during their
stay in Japan is often considered out of the ques-
tion,” said Masako Tanaka, a Sophia University pro-
fessor who studies the reproductive rights of
migrant women.

Technical interns are covered by Japanese laws
banning harassment or discrimination based on preg-
nancy. But “maternity harassment” remains a problem
for Japanese women, and foreign technical interns are
often even more vulnerable.

Reports of pregnancy-based discrimination in

2019 prompted Japan’s immigration agency to remind
employers about the rights of interns. “We under-
stand that it’s entirely possible that technical interns,
as human beings, get pregnant and give birth, and
they shouldn’t suffer detrimental treatment for that,”
an immigration agency official told AFP. —AFP

TOKYO: File photo shows Hiroki Ishiguro (R), a lawyer
who has represented technical interns, walking with
others to the Supreme Court in Tokyo to submit an
appeal and signed petitions for acquittal of
Vietnamese technical intern trainee Le Thi Thuy Linh,
who received a three-month suspended sentence in
January for having “abandoned” the bodies of her
stillborn twins in 2020. —AFP
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Afghans protest against 
Iranian ‘cruelties’ in 
Taleban-approved demo
KABUL:  Dozens of Afghans protested Tuesday
against Iranian “cruelties” after videos appear-
ing to show refugees being beaten circulated
widely over the weekend. Tehran announced
the closure until further notice of its Afghan
missions “in order to obtain necessary assur-
ances guaranteeing total security”, its foreign
ministry said.

Iran has hosted millions of Afghan refugees

for decades, but fresh waves have flooded the
country since the Taleban returned to power in
August, testing the patience of authorities and
ordinary people . On Tuesday around 200
Afghans gathered at a square in central Kabul,
carrying posters reading “Iran should stop its
cruelties” and “We want justice”.

Public demonstrations have been banned by
the Taleban, but they allowed it to proceed with
armed guards watching. “The Iranian security
forces and even common people there have
been treating us badly these days,” said pro-
tester  Manzoor  Ahmad Farooqi , recent ly
returned from Iran.

“When their police see us they pin us to the
ground and beat us.” Tuesday’s protest came

after videos circulated at the weekend purport-
ing to show Iranian border guards and civilians
beating Afghans, although it was unclear when
and where the images were filmed.

Iranian officials have dismissed the videos as
“baseless and invalid”. Protests first erupted
Monday in Herat, the western city that serves as
a launchpad for Afghans wanting to cross to
Iran-officially and illegally.

Protesters set fire to an Iranian flag outside
Tehran’s consulate in the city, and smashed
CCTV cameras. A statement on Iran’s foreign
ministry website said the embassy in Kabul
had also been targeted. 

The statement, issued Tuesday, said the
ministry summoned Afghanistan’s charge d’af-

faires in Tehran “to vigorously protest the
attacks on the Iranian embassy in Kabul and
the consulate general in Herat”.

Human trafficking is big business along their
shared 900-kilometre (550-mile) border. The
two nations also have the Persian language in
common-known as Farsi in Iran and Dari in
Afghanistan-but a majority of Afghans are
Sunni Muslims compared to their mostly Shiite
neighbours.

Iran has long had testy relations with the
Taliban, who raided Tehran’s consulate in the
northern Afghan city of Mazar-i-Sharif in 1998
and murdered 10 diplomats and a journalist. The
Taliban said the raid was carried out by a rene-
gade force acting against. —AFP
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