
A woman in the coffee field picks the red berries to bring them to the washing
station, in Idjwi, Democratic Republic of Congo. — AFP photos

A Rebuild women’s hope association worker discusses the price of red coffee beans with a woman at
the Hala washing station on the island of Idjwi in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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The afternoon sun beats down on
Lake Kivu in eastern Democratic
Republic of Congo, where on an

island, row after row of coffee bushes are
bringing forth a rich harvest of berries.
And the main beneficiaries will be
women-the outcome of an equity project
in a sector where women are notoriously
sidelined and under-paid. “Women are
the ones who work the land, but when it
comes to harvesting (the crop) and mar-
keting (it), they get pushed aside-it
becomes a manʼs business,” said
Marcelline Budza, a 33-year-old feminist
and entrepreneur.

“That was what disgusted me.” Nine
years ago, Budza founded an NGO
called Rebuild Womenʼs Hope (RWH) to
expand the role of women in the
Democratic Republic of Congoʼs coffee
sector. RWH set its eyes on Idjwi, an
island of some 300 square kilometers
(115 square miles) located in the middle
of Lake Kivu, where some of the worldʼs
most-lauded coffee is grown. Arabica cof-

fee from Idjwi has a worldwide reputation-
a richness that comes from being grown
at high altitude, in dark volcanic soil and
without chemical fertilizers.

“Itʼs exceptional,” said Daniel
Abamungu Cinyabuguma, manager of
the Muungano agricultural cooperative in
Goma, on the shore of the great lake.
The berries are picked, washed and  sort-
ed before being allowed to ferment and
then dry-labor-intensive work that in the
DRC has long been dominated by men.
“Men denigrate the women, saying that
coffee growing isnʼt for them,” Budza
said. Overcoming prejudice-not to men-
tion red tape, tax demands, fraud and
lack of credit-has taken years of effort,
which are now being rewarded, she said.
Today, RWH employs at least 12,000
women at the peak of the coffee-harvest-
ing season. The women chiefly work in
processing the coffee and in office admin-
istration, and are paid at the same rate as
the nearly 900 men.

“My goals are being achieved,” said

Budza. “Women can now smile, they can
be financially independent.” Rosette
Nyakalala Bisengi, a 24-year-old cultiva-
tor and coffee sorter confirmed things had
improved. But she still earns only 2,500
Congolese francs ($1.25) a day and
would like to double that. Even so, she
said, “I have enough money to buy a
goat, a chicken... I send my children to
school, I buy them clothes.” RWH pro-
duces between six and 10 containers of
coffee per harvest, each holding 19 tons
of coffee. The coffee comes from its own
fields, but also from a number of small
producers. “Our coffee is consumed in
the United States, Europe and Asia. We
have really good results,” said Budza.
“We hope to expand and reach 20 con-
tainers (per harvest), using only local
labor.”— AFP

Bizimana Rutshuriro, 35, has been a machinist’s helper for
two years.

Women sort coffee at the Hala
washing station to remove waste

and dirt on the island of Idjwi.

“Intizar Faraj” is a play that reflects
the reality in Lebanon with its
problems and worries, be it in the

diaspora or at home, in a comic style.
The play, written and directed by
Chairwoman of LOYAC Academy of
Performing Arts (LAPA), was the final
activity by LAPA in celebration of World
Theatre Day at the end March, and
reflected the academyʼs efforts in
strengthening basic values it believes
relies on inclusion, participation and Arab
and humanitarian unity.

The youth excelled in reflecting
Lebanese reality with two consecutive
shows at the LAPA theater at Al-Qibliya
School, and even though its theme was
“waiting”, it remained holding on to hope,
and the awaited “relief” in the story did
not materialize. 

This play was an opportunity to dis-
cover young talents in Kuwait. It was
delivered in the Lebanese dialect, por-
traying the worries of the Lebanese peo-
ple and their dreams following the Beirut
Port blast. Talented young Lebanese par-
ticipated with the support of experienced
people in Kuwait, as artiste Yousuf Al-
Baghly trained the actresses. Hawraa
Ibrahim, who played the lead role of
Intizar, was excellent, as well as Sally
Saba who co-starred with her in a first
experience for her and played the role of
her sister Izdihar.

Egyptian actress Sarah Rashad was
excellent in her secondary role as
Intizarʼs friend Suad. The fourth character
Nisreen was played by Therese
Alhamedh in her first acting experience,

as Intizarʼs friend. The LAPA theater was
crowded over the two days with the
Lebanese community who wanted to
watch “Intizar Faraj”. The tragicomedy
play touched the feelings of the audience
between laughter and sadness and long-
ing for the homeland.

The play is about two middle-aged sis-
ters who meet after 30 years without
communicating with each other - Intizar
and Izdihar. Intizar is the elder sister who
insisted on staying in Lebanon and cared
for her parents. She then rekindled an old
relationship with her relative and love of
her life Faraj, her sisterʼs ex-fiance. She
is later surprised by the visit of Izdihar,
who left Faraj and her family and went

abroad, which coincided with Faraj get-
ting ready to return home after he got
homesick.

There are confrontations between the
sisters in several scenes. The play shows
the suffering of both of them and their
stand towards the awaited guest, who
could not arrive because airports were
shut due to the coronavirus pandemic.
The play ends with Intizar resuming her
relationship with her sister Izdihar without
the arrival of Faraj, which reflects the suf-
fering of the Lebanese who are waiting
for relief from abroad.

Jolie signs 
multi-year deal
with Fremantle

Angelina Jolie is determined to “tell
important stories and bring them to
a global audience” after signing a

multi-year deal with Fremantle. The
Oscar-winning actress will make “sophis-
ticated, powerful and internationally
focused” documentaries, original series
and feature films after agreeing a three-
year deal with the production company.
She said: “To have the freedom to tell
important stories and bring them to a
global audience is at the heart of this
agreement with Fremantle. I am excited
to be working with such a passionate and
forward-looking team that has an interna-
tional perspective.” Angelina, 46, will
direct, produce and star in the produc-
tions, depending on their focus. The
Hollywood star and Fremantle “share a
global perspective on important story-
telling, championing underserved and
diverse voices from across the world”. 

And Jennifer Mullin, Fremantleʼs

Global CEO, is thrilled to have joined
forces with the acclaimed actress. She
said: “Fremantle and Angelina share the
passion and ambition of telling com-
pelling stories from everywhere in the
world, for everyone in the world. “We
embrace and support the creative inde-
pendence of our partners and look for-
ward to working with Angelina to bring
powerful and unique stories to a global
audience.” Meanwhile, Angelina previ-
ously revealed that her career was “thrust
upon” her by her mother. Despite her
success, Angelina explained that she pre-
ferred to work behind the camera, where
she isnʼt so visible. She said: “My mom
always wanted me to be an actor. And I
started going to theatre and going on
auditions young. I only realized about five
years ago that I actually didnʼt want to be
an actor.” Asked if being a celebrity was
important to her, she replied: “I donʼt real-
ly like being the focus of attention, which
is why I like being behind the camera
more.”— Bang Showbiz

Cabello focused
on friendships 
after split from
Mendes

Camila Cabello is focused on
ʻfriendshipsʼ after splitting from
Shawn Mendes. The 25-year-

old pop star dated Shawn for two
years before they announced their
split in November, and Camila sug-
gested sheʼs not looking for another
romance for the time being. The
brunette beauty - who shot to fame
as part of Fifth Harmony - told ʻThe
Late Late Show With James Cordenʼ:
“This is my first time being single in
my 20s. “Thatʼs not even what Iʼm
looking forward to right now, I think
right now itʼs about girlfriends ... I feel
like my focus is on my friendships
right now and just growing as a per-
son.” Shawn and the ʻHavanaʼ hit-
maker confirmed their break-up via a
joint statement last year. The pop duo
said on Instagram at the time: “Hey
guys, weʼve decided to end our
romantic relationship but our love for
one another as humans is stronger
than ever. [heart emoji] “We started
our relationship as best friends and
will continue to be best friends.

We so appreciate your support
from the beginning and moving for-
ward [heart emojis] Camila and
Shawn (sic)” Prior to that, Shawn
admitted that he loved spending time
in lockdown with the chart-topping
star. Reflecting on their lockdown
experience, he shared: “I spent most
of the pandemic in Miami with Camila
and her family, it was beautiful, truly
so special. I often go back to look at
photos and the simplicity of that time,
we were lucky. It was nice, just riding
bikes. “I hadnʼt joyfully ridden my bike
around a neighborhood since I was
12 before that. We were making din-
ner, just doing normal things. The
Latin culture is also just so beautiful,
so being able to immerse myself in
that culture is always really healing.”

— Bang Showbiz


