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Lessons of  
Ramadan:   
Patience
By Teresa Lesher 

 

One of the most prominent outcomes of 
fasting the month of Ramadan, especially 
in the summer heat, is the development 

and perfection of patience. Nobody can fast 
without having a degree of patience, which is 
mentioned in the Quran as one of the qualities of 
someone who will go to Paradise. For example, “I 
(God) have rewarded them this Day [with 
Paradise] for what they have endured patiently; 
they are indeed the ones that are truly tri-
umphant!” (23:111) 

As successfully completing fasting in 
Ramadan requires patience, so does entrance 
into Paradise. In fact, Paradise requires two kinds 
of patience: one is proactive and the other reac-
tive. The proactive type is striving to adopt a 
way of life sanctioned by God. It means making 
the effort to learn what God wants from us and 
then applying it in our lives.   

The Quran, which is God’s final message to 
mankind, tells us exactly what God expects from 
us, and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) demon-
strated practically its teachings, making it easier 
to understand. As it is a lifelong process of study 
coupled with conformance to God’s teachings 
and to the example of Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH), it will take determination and patience.   

But the reward is worth the effort, according 
to the Quran:  “The ones who fulfill the covenant 
with God and do not break its solemn pledge to 
Him, who keep joined all the relations and obli-
gations that God has commanded to be joined 
and stand in awe of their Lord, and fear an evil 
reckoning, who endure with patience seeking the 
countenance of their Lord, who establish the 
prayer and spend charitably from what We have 
provided them, secretly and openly, and who 
avert what is evil with what is good... the angels 
will say, ‘Peace unto you for that you persevered 
in patience!  Now how excellent is the final 
Home!’” (13:20-24)   

Those who repent, believe, do not bear false 
witness, pass by vile talk with honor, and heed 
the verses of God...  “those are the ones who will 

Continued on Page 6 

Fajr                03:55 
Shurooq      05:18 
Dhuhr           11:47 
Asr                 15:22 
Maghrib      18:17 
Isha               19:37

Ramadan Timings

Kuwait protesters denounce  
Zionist aggression and raids  

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: Dozens of demonstrators gathered in a 
solidarity protest, on Monday, at Al-Erada Square 
in Shuwaikh area. The protesters chanted slogans to 
express their support and condemnation of Zionist 
forces’ raid of the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in 
occupied East Jerusalem. The protesters (Citizens 
and residents) chanted “You don’t need to be 
Muslim to stand up for Palestine..... you just need to 
be a human” while holding Kuwait and Palestine 
flags, and calling for Arab and international support 
for Al-Aqsa Mosque worshippers and those in the 
occupied territories facing Zionist violence. 

MP Osama Al-Shaheen said in a press statement 
that the solidarity protest is a moral message to 
Palestinian brothers at Al-Aqsa Mosque against the 
Zionist aggression. He affirmed that Kuwaiti Muslims 
will always defend the case because Al-Aqsa 
Mosque is a sacred symbol. It is the first of the sec-
ond qiblas and the third of the three Mosques. 

“We stand in solidarity, sympathize with them, 
and support them with prayers, money, and speech-
es. I would like to thank Kuwait government, civil 
society organizations and citizens, who are racing 

to serve and support this honorable cause,” Al-
Shaheen added. 

Meanwhile, MP Hamad Al-Matar announced that 
the Kuwaiti people will continue to support their 
brothers in Palestine - noting that “Kuwaiti is a 
nation that we are proud of, and we are always sup-
portive of humanitarian issues such as the 
Palestinian cause”. “Today, I will send a message to 
the hypocritical international community that 
defends everyone except the martyred heroes who 
defended their homeland,” Al-Matar added.  

He pointed out that Palestine will always be the 
first case to be discussed in Kuwait, and the protest 
that was held today is an obvious scene to see in 
the present of the one-year-old child to the 60-
year-old man. “We do not recognize traitors who 
aren’t supporting Palestine, they do not represent 
the Kuwaiti society,” Al-Matar stated. 

For his part, Sheikh Hamed Al-Saleh, Imam in a 
mosque, said “we are here to express solidarity with 
our oppressed brothers in Palestine, and to express 
our grief and pain over what is happening there.” 
“Zionists kill innocent people in cold blood and des-
ecrate Al-Aqsa Mosque.  
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Demonstrators condemn ‘double standard’, support Palestinian cause

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis hold a gathering at the Erada Square in Kuwait City in support of Palestine and to 
denounce the Zionist entity’s aggression against Palestinians. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

HOUSTON: A Death Row inmate in South Carolina 
forced to decide whether he wants the electric chair 
or a firing squad. In Texas, an ailing 78-year-old man 
scheduled to die for a murder he committed three 
decades ago and a mother of 14 children to be put to 
death despite serious doubts about her guilt. Capital 

punishment has been on the wane in the United 
States but an upcoming slate of executions has refo-
cused attention on the use of the death penalty. 

Richard Moore, a 57-year-old African-American 
man, is to be executed in South Carolina on April 29 
for the 1999 murder of a convenience store clerk 
during a robbery. It would be the first execution in 
the southern state in over a decade. Recent US exe-
cutions have been carried out by lethal injection but 
South Carolina has been forced to abandon that 
method because drug manufacturers are refusing to 
supply the necessary ingredients. 

So Moore had the choice between the electric 
chair and a firing squad made up of three rifle-tot-

ing volunteers from the Corrections Department. He 
chose the firing squad on Friday. Moore’s lawyers 
have challenged both methods of execution, howev-
er, claiming they violate a constitutional ban on 
“cruel and unusual punishment,” and a judge agreed 
on Thursday to hear their arguments. 

“The electric chair and the firing squad are anti-
quated, barbaric methods of execution that virtually 
all American jurisdictions have left behind,” said 
Lindsey Vann, a lawyer for Moore. Electrocution 
has been used for seven of the 43 executions car-
ried out in South Carolina since 1985. The last time 
was in 2008.  
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US death penalty:  
Firing squad or  
electrocution? 

NOVODRUZHESK: A photograph taken from Novodruzhesk village, shows 
smoke rising in Rubizhne city, on April 18, 2022, on the 54th day of the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. — AFP 

DAMASCUS: Syrian actors Fadi Sobeih (left) and Yamen Al-Hajali (right) ges-
ture thumbs up, during the filming of the Syrian Social series ‘Maa Qaid Al-
Tanfith’ in the Wadi Barada suburb of Damascus. — AFP

LVIV: Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Monday lauded a brigade 
accused by Ukraine of committing 
atrocities near the capital Kyiv as his 
forces pounded targets across the 
country, killing at least seven people in 
the western city of Lviv. The air strikes 
in Lviv came just hours after Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky accused 
Moscow of wanting to “destroy” the 
entire eastern region of Donbas where 
Russian forces were massing for an 
expected all-out assault. Despite wide-
spread condemnation of Russia’s inva-

sion of Ukraine, Putin appeared to 
double down on Monday. 

The Russian president signed an 
official decree bestowing the 64th 
Motor Rifle Brigade the title of 
“Guards” for defending the 
“Motherland and state interests” and 
praised the “mass heroism and valour, 
tenacity and courage” of its members. 
The Ukrainian defense ministry has 
accused the same outfit of carrying 
out “war crimes” while occupying the 
suburb of Bucha on the outskirts of 
Kyiv, where residents were shot to 
death with some having their hands 
bound. 

Earlier Monday, Russia’s defense 
ministry said it had hit 16 military tar-
gets at various locations across 
Ukraine. Following the attack on Lviv, 
black smoke billowed from the gutted 
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Russia strikes 
hit western 
Ukraine

DAMASCUS: Breaking a decade-
old boycott by Gulf broadcasters 
over a diplomatic standoff with the 
Damascus government, a Syrian war 
drama figures this month on the 
Ramadan menu of a Saudi-owned 
television channel. Syrian dramas 
have long been popular across the 
region, but since Arab states in the 
Gulf suspended ties with President 
Bashar Al-Assad’s government in 

2012, broadcasters in the region 
have shied away from Syrian-pro-
duced shows, especially those relat-
ed to war. 

Syrian actors, however, have still 
found their way on to screens 
through pan-Arab productions and 
historical dramas produced by Gulf 
networks, such as the popular Bab 
Al-Harra series. But shows made 
exclusively by Syrians were largely 
shunned. In a sign of change, the 
Saudi-owned MBC channel has 
started airing a Syrian-made series, 
“Suspension”, during the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan-a period that 
this year started April 2 and during 
which viewership peaks across the 
Middle East. —  AFP (See Page 13)

Syrian war TV 
drama makes  
breakthrough 


