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DURBAN: A week after deadly storms started lashing 
South Africa’s east coast, the army said Monday 
10,000 troops were on the ground to help restore key 
services and aid the search for 63 people who remain 
missing. The death toll stands at 443, but with each 
passing day, hopes diminish of finding more survivors. 

“The tragedy currently unfolding in our province is 
one of the worst natural disasters in the recorded his-
tory of our country,” KwaZulu-Natal provincial gov-
ernment said. Funerals were being held across the city 
of Durban, which bore the brunt of the storms, as grim 
tales of the catastrophe continued to emerge. 

One woman was found dead with her three grand-
children after their car was washed away, while res-
cuers reported finding bodies washed into dams, local 
media reported. Swathes of eThekwini, the municipality 
that includes Durban, remain without power or water, 
and the province said it could take time before services 
are restored. 

“There are areas that have suffered extensive dam-
age which will take longer to repair,” it said in a state-
ment. Many streets remain slathered with mud, 
although the main roads have been cleared enough to 
allow water tankers to the hardest-hit areas. 

But eThekwini deputy mayor Philani Mavundla said 
in a television interview that 80 percent of the city’s 
water works were down, making it difficult to even fill 
the tankers. Some of the troops include plumbers and 
electricians who joined the mammoth task of trying to 
get life back to normal. 

Soldiers are also providing field accommodation and 
water purification systems, the army said. The deadliest 

storm on record dumped apocalyptic levels of rain on 
Durban and surrounding areas of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Some 40,000 people were left homeless and more 
than 550 schools and nearly 60 health care facilities 
have been damaged, according to government tallies. 
South Africa is winding down a long weekend for the 
Easter holidays. Many children are due to return to 
school on Tuesday, but authorities warned that 271,000 
students may not be able to attend due to damaged 
schools. 

The government has announced an immediate one 
billion rand ($68 million) in emergency relief. Nearly 
three dozen search teams were deployed across the 
region Monday, said coordinator Dave Steyn. “The res-
cue operations have stopped. It’s now more of a search 
and recovery,” he told AFP. 

Shock  
Blue skies finally reappeared Monday, giving hope 

that the rains have at last subsided. But the normally 
azure waters at Durban’s famed beaches have been 
turned a muddy brown by the mountains of earth and 
debris washed to the shore. 

The intensity of the floods took South Africa, the 
most economically advanced African country, by sur-
prise. While the southeastern region has suffered some 
flooding before, the devastation has never been so 
severe. South Africans have previously watched similar 
tragedies hit neighbouring countries such as cyclone-
prone Mozambique. The country is still struggling to 
recover from the COVID pandemic and deadly riots 
last year that killed more than 350 people, mostly in the 
now flood-struck southeastern region. — AFP 
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DURBAN: A member South African Police Services (SAPS) Search and Rescue Unit guide their sniffer dog during 
search efforts to locate ten people who are unaccounted for from area of KwaNdengezi township outside Durban  
after their homes were swept away following the devastating rains and flooding. — AFP 

STOCKHOLM: Several days of unrest in 
Sweden, sparked by a far-right group’s 
plans to burn Korans, have injured several 
dozen people, police said on Monday, call-
ing for more resources to deal with the vio-
lence. Protests have turned violent in several 
cities since Thursday, leaving 26 police offi-
cers and 14 civilians injured, police said at a 
press conference on Monday. The unrest 
has been sparked by the leader of the anti-
immigration and anti-Islam group Hard Line, 
the Danish-Swedish politician Rasmus 
Paludan who is aiming to drum up support 

ahead of September elections. 
Paludan-who intends to stand in the 

September poll but does not yet have the 
necessary signatures to secure his candida-
cy-has gone on a declared “tour” of 
Sweden, visiting cities and towns with large 
Muslim populations with the intent of burn-
ing copies of the Muslim holy book Koran as 
the faithful mark the holy month of 
Ramadan. Clashes with police have erupted 
during protests against the group since 
Thursday evening, starting in the cities 
Linkoping and Norrkoping. They spread to 
the city of Malmo, where a school was set 
alight during a second night of unrest 
Saturday-Sunday. 

“Criminals have profited from the situa-
tion to show violence toward society, with-
out any link to the demonstrations,” national 
police chief Anders Thornberg said at a 
press conference on Monday. “There are 
too few of us. We have grown, but we have 

not grown at the same pace as the problems 
at the heart of society,” he said, asking for 
more resources for the police. 

As protesters burned cars and lobbed 
rocks at the police in Sunday clashes, offi-

cers responded, head of police special 
forces Jonas Hysing said. “Some 200 partici-
pants were violent and the police had to 
respond with arms in legitimate self-
defence,” he said. — AFP 

NORRKOPING, Sweden: Riot police pass a barricade to enter a shopping center during 
rioting in Norrkoping, Sweden. — AFP
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We reject normalization with Zionist entity. 

Kuwait’s position is firm and continues to support 
the Palestinian cause,” he noted. 

Protester Fahad Al-Wazeqi, a teacher, told 
Kuwait Times that the official position of Kuwait is 
honorable and the message is clear, loud, and sup-
portive. “All segments of Kuwait are represented 

here today at Al-Erada Square to send a message to 
the Palestinian people that we are with them. Kuwait 
is as it was and will remain - and we will continue to 
reject normalization.” 

Another protester Amal Shehab, told Kuwait 
Times that she hates double standards in cases of 
Ukraine and Palestine, adding that 70 years of 
Zionist violations continue - and no one has called 
for humanitarian actions just like they did in the 
case of Ukraine. “We will not tolerate the Zionist 
provocation in the Al-Aqsa Mosque and we will 
not accept its continuation,” she said. The Zionist 
forces attacked the mosque - wounding and 
detaining several Palestinians who were perform-
ing the dawn prayers.

Kuwait protesters 
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 be rewarded with the highest place in heaven, 

because of their patient constancy.” (25:75) “Those 
who believe in the unseen, establish prayer and 
spend out of what We have provided for them, and 
who believe in what has been revealed to you 
[Muhammad (PBUH)] and what was revealed before 
you, and of the Hereafter they are certain - those 
are upon guidance from their Lord and it is those 
who are the successful” (2:2-5).    

The patience required for Paradise needs a level 
of commitment and effort beyond the everyday 
patience of the common man. The second kind of 
patience required for Paradise is reactive, and it is 
demonstrated by our reaction to things outside of 
our control, such as illness, injury, loss, calamity and 
all circumstances related to our physical vulnerabil-
ity and mortality.   

The Quran guarantees us that “And We will sure-
ly test you with something of fear and hunger and a 
loss of wealth and lives and crops, but give good 
tidings to the patient who, when disaster strikes 
them, say, ‘Indeed, we belong to God, and indeed to 
Him we are returning’” (2:155-156). Our reaction in 
adverse circumstances beyond our control should 
be to turn our thoughts to God, who describes 
Himself as wise, merciful and caring. We should not 
disagree or be dissatisfied with what He does.   

As the Quran reminds us, “He cannot be ques-
tioned as to what He does, while they will be ques-
tioned” (21:23). Instead, we should believe that God 

allowed such circumstances for our ultimate benefit. 
The Quran reminds us that “perhaps you dislike 
something and it is good for you and perhaps you 
like something and it is bad for you. And God 
knows, while you know not” (2:216).  We must trust 
in God and His knowledge of the “big picture.” 

Both kinds of patience - making the effort to fol-
low to the way of life God envisions for us, and then 
truly submitting to God and His management of our 
lives - should have the characteristic of beauty. The 
Quran describes real patience as beautiful. 
“Therefore, be patient with beautiful patience” 
(70:5). Beautiful patience is one of contentment and 
absolute conviction of God’s goodness and care.  In 
Ramadan, for example, patience means being cheer-
ful and productive throughout the month, and antic-
ipating God’s pleasure, forgiveness and generous 
rewards. 

The Quran encourages us to be patient: “Indeed, 
mankind is in loss, except those who believe and do 
righteous deeds, and exhort one another to uphold 
truth and exhort one another to persevere with 
patience.” (103:2-3) “Those who show patience and 
work righteousness - for them is forgiveness and a 
great reward” (11:11). “So persevere in patience, for 
the Promise of God is true.” (40:77) What a greater 
way to show patience than Ramadan! 

 
Courtesy of the TIES Center: As one of the 

projects funded and managed by Kuwaiti Society 
for Cultural Dialogue, TIES aims at empowering 
Kuwait’s expats through social and educational 
services that promote a positive and productive 
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for 
intra- and interfaith interactions that promote 
social solidarity. For more information, please call 
25231015/6 or e-mail:  info@tiescenter.net.

Zionist entity’s govt 
faces new split amid 
Jerusalem violence
JERUSALEM: Zionist entity’s fractious governing 
coalition faced a new split on Sunday when Arab-
Zionist party Raam “suspended” its membership, 
after violence around a flashpoint Jerusalem holy 
site that wounded 170 people over the weekend. The 
government-an ideologically disparate mix of left-
wing, hardline Jewish nationalist and religious par-
ties, as well as Raam-had already lost its razor-thin 
majority this month when a religious Jewish member 
quit in a dispute over leavened bread distribution at 
hospitals. 

Since then, days of violence around Jerusalem’s 
Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, sacred to both 
Muslims and Jews, put Raam under pressure to quit 
too. “If the government continues its steps against 
the people of Jerusalem... we will resign as a bloc,” 
Raam said in a statement. The declaration came 
hours after more than 20 Palestinians and Zionists 
were wounded in incidents in and around the Al-
Aqsa Mosque compound, known to Jews as the 
Temple Mount. The latest clashes take the number of 
wounded since Friday to more than 170, at a tense 
time when the Jewish Passover festival coincides 
with the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan. 

They also follow deadly violence in Zionist entity 
and the occupied West Bank starting in late March, 
in which 36 people have been killed. Early on 
Sunday morning, police said “hundreds” of 
Palestinian demonstrators inside the mosque com-
pound started gathering piles of stones, shortly 
before the arrival of Jewish visitors. 

Jews are allowed to visit but not to pray at the 
site, the holiest place in Judaism and third-holiest in 
Islam. Zionist police said its forces had entered the 
compound in order to “remove” the demonstrators 
and “re-establish order”. The Palestinian Red 
Crescent said 19 Palestinians were injured, including 
at least five who were hospitalised. It said some had 
been wounded with rubber-coated steel bullets. An 
AFP team near the entrance to the compound early 
Sunday morning saw Jewish worshippers leaving the 
site, barefoot for religious reasons, and protected by 
heavily armed police. Outside the Old City, which 
lies in Zionist-annexed east Jerusalem, Palestinian 
youths threw rocks at passing buses, smashing their 
windows, resulting in seven people being treated for 
light wounds, Shaare Zedek hospital said. 

The police said they had arrested 18 Palestinians, 
and Public Security Minister Omer Bar-Lev said 
Zionist entity would “act strongly against anyone who 
dares to use terrorism against citizens”. Bennett had 
said that the security forces “continue to receive a 
free hand... for any action that will provide security to 
the citizens of Zionist entity”, while stressing every 
effort should be made to allow members of all reli-
gions to worship in Jerusalem. — AFP
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A firing squad has been used only three times in 

the United States - all in the western state of Utah - 
since 1976, when the US Supreme Court reinstated 
capital punishment. 

There have been three executions in the United 
States this year and there were 11 in 2021, down from 
17 in 2020. Only one of the executions in 2021 was of 
a woman and of the more than 1,540 people executed 
in the United States since 1976, only 17 have been 
women. Melissa Lucio, 53, could be the 18th. Lucio, a 
Mexican-American mother of 14 children, is scheduled 
to be executed by lethal injection in Texas on April 27 
for the 2007 death of her two-year-old daughter, 
Mariah. Lucio claims a confession was coerced by 
police during a five-hour interrogation and that the 
toddler’s death was actually caused by an accidental 
fall down a staircase. 

Her case has been championed by the Innocence 
Project, which fights for the wrongly convicted, and 
reality TV star Kim Kardashian, who has urged Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott to grant clemency for Lucio. 
“The state extracted an unreliable ‘confession’ and 

used false scientific evidence to convict Melissa Lucio 
of a crime she did not commit and in fact never 
occurred,” said Vanessa Potkin, an attorney for Lucio. 
“What we know today is this: Mariah died from med-
ical complications after an accidental fall. She was not 
murdered.” Also scheduled to be executed in Texas in 
the coming days is Carl Wayne Buntion, who was sen-
tenced to death in 1991 for the murder of a Houston 
police officer. Buntion, who does not dispute his guilt, 
is scheduled to die by lethal injection on April 21. At 
78, he is the oldest man on Death Row in Texas and 
his lawyers have argued that executing him now - over 
30 years after the crime - would constitute “cruel and 
unusual punishment.” 

Texas law also requires it be established that 
Buntion would “likely harm others if he is not execut-
ed,” his lawyers said. Buntion, they said, poses no dan-
ger to anyone and suffers from multiple ailments 
including arthritis, vertigo, hepatitis, sciatic nerve pain 
and cirrhosis. “Mr Buntion is a frail, elderly man,” his 
lawyers said in a petition to the Texas Board of 
Pardons and Parole, “and will not be a threat to any-
one in prison if his sentence is reduced to a lesser 
penalty.” 

Buntion has also been in solitary confinement for 
the past 20 years, restricted to his cell for 23 hours a 
day. “When someone’s sentenced to death, the jury 
isn’t agreeing to sentence them to 30, 40, 50 years 
of solitary confinement and then death,” Burke 
Butler, executive director of the Texas Defender 
Service, told AFP.  — AFP 

US death penalty:  
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 roof of a car repair shop in the northwest of the city as 

air raid sirens wailed. “Fires were set off as a result of the 
strikes. They are still being put out. The facilities were 
severely damaged,” Lviv regional governor Maksym 
Kozytsky said on social media. 

Lviv has largely been spared the Russian bombardment 
that has rained down on other parts of the country since 
Russia invaded on February 24. The city and its surround-
ings have instead become a relatively safe haven for those 
seeking to escape the fighting further east. “Today we 
understood clearly that we don’t have any safe places in 
Ukraine. It’s very dangerous,” a bank employee who gave 
her name as Natalia told AFP after the strikes. 

In the south, Russia continued its push to capture the 
besieged port city of Mariupol where the last remaining 
Ukrainian forces prepared for a final stand. Ukraine has 
pledged to fight on and defend the strategic city, defying a 
Russian ultimatum for remaining fighters inside the encircled 
Azovstal steel plant to lay down their arms and surrender. 

Russian state TV on Monday broadcast a video of 
what it described as “Britons” captured fighting for 
Ukraine and demanding that Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
negotiate their release. The two haggard-looking men 
asked to be exchanged for Viktor Medvedchuk, a 
Ukrainian tycoon close to President Vladimir Putin, who 
was recently arrested in the pro-Western country. 
Ukraine then aired its own video featuring Medvedchuk 
calling for his exchange in return for an evacuation of 
civilians and troops from Mariupol. 

“I want to ask Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to exchange me 
for Ukrainian defenders and residents of Mariupol,” he 
said in the video published by Kyiv’s security services, 
wearing black clothes and looking directly into the cam-
era. Mariupol has become a symbol of Ukraine’s unex-
pectedly fierce resistance since Russian troops invaded 
the former Soviet state on February 24. 

While several large cities were under siege, according 
to Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, not one - with the 
exception of Kherson in the south - had fallen, and more 
than 900 towns and cities had been re-captured. 
Capturing Mariupol would allow Russia to have a land 
bridge between the Crimea peninsula, which it annexed in 
2014, and the two Moscow-backed separatist statelets in 
Ukraine’s east. — AFP 
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