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Simon Cowell says
lockdown was 
‘make or break’
for relationship

S
imon Cowell thinks lockdown was a
“make or break” moment for his rela-
tionship with Lauren Silverman. The

62-year-old music mogul has son Eric,
eight, with Lauren, and he admits that get-
ting engaged “just felt like the right thing to
do” after they spent lockdown together.
Speaking about their forthcoming wedding,
Simon explained: “Iʼve kind of felt myself
engaged for a long time, if Iʼm really being
honest with you. Lockdown and COVID
was probably make or break for manyrela-
tionships. “We were in the same house for
over a year and I thought, ʻWell, actually,
we get on really, really wellʼ. And for Eric,
as he gets older, he will be asked more
and more about his parents, and I thought
it was the right thing to do for him.” Simon
couldnʼt imagine himself dating anyone
else at this point in his life.

The TV star has also been inspired to
tie the knot by his own parents. Simon told
The Sun newspaper: “I also just couldnʼt
see myself ever dating anyone again. The
idea of going out on a first date now is too

weird. “My mum and dad had an amaz-
ing marriage and I used to call them best
friends, and I think thatʼs a big part of it.
“Youʼve gotta like each other, not just love
each other. We like the same things, we
laugh a lot, we always have stuff to say to
each other. “Look, if it ainʼt broke, donʼt fix
it. So for all those different reasons, it just
felt like the right thing to do.” Simon has
taken it upon himself to plan their wedding
day, and he admits Lauren doesnʼt even
know when itʼll happen. He said: “I am
planning it all, otherwise I know what will
happen - there will be 600 people and itʼll
get out of control, like my 50th birthday
party. — Bang Showbiz

Alexander Wang
is returning  with
a runway show
on April 19

T
he 38-year-old designer has not
shown a runway collection since
2019, after facing several sexual

assault allegations - but heʼs now
announced plans for a show in Chinatown
in Los Angeles. The upcoming event has
been given the title of Fortune City and will
feature a runway presentation of the
designerʼs 2022 collections. The show will
also feature a night market and live music,
and the public has been invited to attend
the show. The designer was born in San
Francisco to Taiwanese parents. And
Fortune City has been created to help cel-
ebrate the influence of Asian cultures,
WWD reports. Chinatown Corporation, an
historic preservation organization, has
joined forces with Alexander to help to cre-
ate the show and support its themes. 

Meanwhile, the designer previously
admitted that he pays attention to every
detail at his show. Speaking about his
approach to catwalk presentations, he
explained: “Itʼs always been more than just
about product. “With shows, everything
from the music, to the lighting, to the ven-
ue has equal importance, because itʼs the
experience. Being able to communicate it,
deliver it, and present it in a way that the
audience really understands the context is
important to me. Itʼs not just, ʻOkay, here
you go, 30 looks. Write your order.ʼ I like
giving people a certain kind of escape,
even if itʼs just for 10 or 15 minutes.”
Alexander is also determined to continue
to surprise people. He said: “I think itʼs
important to constantly have that kind of
motivation to be able to give people some-
thing new to experience.”— BangShowbiz

Syrian actor Abbas Al-Nouri plays a scene during the filming of the Syrian Social series ‘Maa
Qaid Al-Tanfith’ in Ashrafieh Al-Wadi, in the Wadi Barada suburb of Damascus.

Syrian actors Abbas Al-Nuri (left) and Yazan al Kahlil prepare to play a scene for the Syrian
Social series “Maa Qaid Al-Tanfith” in Ashrafieh Al-Wadi, in the Wadi Barada suburb of
Damascus.

B
reaking a decade-old boycott by
Gulf broadcasters over a diplomat-
ic standoff with the Damascus

government, a Syrian war drama figures
this month on the Ramadan menu of a
Saudi-owned television channel. Syrian
dramas have long been popular across
the region, but since Arab states in the
Gulf suspended ties with President
Bashar al-Assadʼs government in 2012,
broadcasters in the region have shied
away from Syrian-produced shows,
especially those related to war.

Syrian actors, however, have still
found their way on to screens through
pan-Arab productions and historical dra-
mas produced by Gulf networks, such as
the popular Bab Al-Harra series. But
shows made exclusively by Syrians
were largely shunned.

In a sign of change, the Saudi-owned
MBC channel has started airing a
Syrian-made series, “Suspension”, dur-
ing the Muslim holy month of Ramadan-
a period that this year started April 2 and
during which viewership peaks across
the Middle East. The Arabic-language

show shot outside Damascus is “the first
social drama made entirely by Syrians to
air on a Saudi-owned TV channel since
2011”, when the countryʼs war erupted,
said director Seif Elsbei.

MBC has yet to respond to a request
for comment. But its decision to air the
show comes amid warming ties between
Assad and the United Arab Emirates, a
Saudi ally which reopened its embassy
in Damascus in 2018. Last month,
Assad visited the UAE, in his first official
trip to an Arab state since the start of the
Syrian war.

Soft rapprochement 
Although Riyadh has not officially

restored ties with Assad, many view the
latest development on television screens
as a sign of a soft rapprochement.
“Drama has beat politics in the race to
renew relations,” said Badih Sanij, a
Syrian journalist and researcher. “Syrian
and Saudi bonds are returning through
drama and the restrictions imposed by
politics on art are beginning to ease.”
The Syrian war drama was filmed in the

Wadi Barada suburb of Damascus, a
former battleground between rebels and
government forces.

Crammed with clips of destruction
and despair, the series revolves around
the lives of Syrians who have returned to
the area after years of displacement.
Among the showʼs main characters are
a man who had opposition leanings in
the early years of the war. In one scene,
security forces interrogate him and force
him to name another opposition sympa-
thizer whom they later arrest.

ʻBeginning of the roadʼ 
“The return of Syrian social dramas is

a breakthrough,” Elsbei told AFP on the
set of the show as children ran around
charred vehicles used as props. It “ush-
ers in a new way of engaging with
Syrian dramas by TV networks in the
Gulf,” Elsbei said. The series is not only
airing on MBC channels but also on the
popular streaming service Shahid, like-
wise owned by the MBC group. The
wide exposure is seen as a boon to
Syriaʼs war-hit filming industry which has

been hit by dried-up funding and the
exodus of major talent, mainly to Egypt
and Dubai.

“We suffered greatly from the years-
long boycott of Syrian drama,” said
Yamen Alhajali, screenwriter of the
series. “Art should be treated as art,” not
as politics, he said. For Alhajali, MBCʼs
popularity guarantees the show a wide
audience. MBC “is one of the most
important platforms in the Arab world,”
he told AFP. “It has a wide audience and
large viewership which will give the
show a rightful reach.” This Ramadan
season, around 20 Syrian shows of vari-
ous genres are airing on TV screens at
home in Syria as well as across the
region.

For Ahmad Al-Sheikh, the producer of
Suspended, this marks the start of a
long road towards recovery. “Gulf chan-
nels are an essential supporter of Arab
drama,” he said. “We are at the begin-
ning of the road again, and we hope this
drive will continue.”— AFP
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Syrian actors Yazan Al-Khalil (second left) and Abbas Al-Nouri (left) perform a scene for the
Syrian Social series ‘Maa Qaid Al-Tanfith’ in Ashrafieh Al-Wadi / in the Wadi Barada suburb of
Damascus, a former battleground between rebels and government forces. — AFP photos

Syrian war drama makes TV 
breakthrough on Saudi-owned channel

Children walk by the carcass of a burnt car during the filming of the Syrian Social series “Maa
Qaid Al-Tanfith” in Ashrafieh Al-Wadi, in the Wadi Barada suburb of Damascus.


