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MIAMI: Jayson Tatum spun in for a
buzzer-beat ing layup to give the
Boston Celtics a thrilling 115-114 vic-
tory over the Brooklyn Nets on
Sunday in the first game of their NBA
Eastern Conference playoff series.
Tatum scored 31 points to lead the
Celtics, who thwarted a fourth-quarter
comeback bid by the Nets to take a 1-
0 lead in their best-of-seven first-
round series.

The reigning champion Milwaukee
Bucks, Eastern Conference top seeds
Miami and Western Conference top
seeds Phoenix also won their playoff
openers. The Bucks, led by NBA Most
Valuable Player award finalist Giannis
Antetokounmpo, beat the Chicago Bulls
93-86, and the Heat dominated the
Atlanta Hawks 115-91.

In Phoenix, veteran point guard
Chris Paul scored 19 of his 30 points
in the second half as the Suns, who
finished the regular season with the
best record in the league, led wire-to-
wire in a 110-99 victory over the New
Orleans Pelicans. In Boston, Tatum
added eight assists and two blocked
shots, Jaylen Brown added 23 points,
and Al Horford and Marcus Smart
scored 20 apiece for the Celtics, who
took a 96-85 lead into the fourth
quarter but trailed 114-111 with less

than a minute to play.
Former Celtic Kyrie Irving, booed

throughout by Boston fans who still
resent his departure for Brooklyn, led
the Nets with 39 points. However,
Kevin Durant was the only other Nets
starter in double figures with 23. Irving
will no doubt hear from the NBA after a
middle-finger salute to heckling fans in
the third quarter, but he saved his best
gesture for the fourth period, when he
scored 18 points to key the Nets’
comeback bid.

Irving’s long three-pointer over
Smart put Brooklyn up 114-111 with
1:04 to play. But the Celtics clamped
down defensively and pulled within one
on Brown’s driving layup. After Durant
missed a three-pointer, Tatum, fed by
Smart from across the lane, willed his
way through traffic for the game-win-
ner. “When he took that dribble, we just
kind of made eye contact and he made
a great pass and I just had to make a
layup,” Tatum said of the final play.

A first half that featured 17 lead
changes ended with the score knotted
at 61-61, but the Celtics, who had been
idle since their last regular-season
game as the Nets battled through the
play-in tournament, pulled away with a
39-24 third quarter. Irving was unre-
pentant after his response to Celtics

fans. “It’s nothing new when I come into
this building what it’s gonna be like, but
it’s the same energy they had for me,
and I’m gonna have the same energy
for them,” he said.

However, Irving insisted his fan
interaction shouldn’t be the focus of the
contest. “It’s not about the fans,” Irving
said. “The fans aren’t playing.” Durant
said he didn’t think Irving worried
about fans’ hostility. “I think he just
plays his game and does what’s
required out there tonight,” said
Durant, who said the Nets could find
ways to improve before game two on
Wednesday. “Obviously the last play
was crucial, but there was a lot of plays
that mattered,” he said. “It’s a journey.”

Bucks blow lead
In Milwaukee, Antetokounmpo

scored 27 points and pulled down 16
rebounds to lead the Bucks to victory,
although foul trouble kept him on the
bench for much of the fourth quarter.
Montenegrin center Nikola Vucevic led
the Bul ls with 24 points and 17
rebounds, but missed two straight bas-
kets in the paint in the final minute. The
Bucks led by as many as 16 points in
the first half, the Bulls taking the lead
for the first time with less than three
minutes left in the third quarter.

Milwaukee’s Jrue Holiday drilled a
go-ahead three-pointer with 5:03
remaining, and the Bulls wouldn’t get in
front again. In Miami, Heat reserve
Duncan Robinson scored a career play-
off high 27 points, and the Heat defen-
sively dominated Atlanta for a 115-91
victory. Robinson made 9-of-10 shots,

including 8-of-9 from 3-point range,
while Jimmy Butler added 21 points and
P J Tucker contributed 16 for Miami. The
Hawks and their star guard Trae Young
suffered through a miserable night
against Miami’s defense, Young con-
necting on just one of 12 shot attempts
on the way to eight points. —AFP

Tatum’s winner lifts Celtics over Nets;
Heat, Bucks, Suns win playoff openers

BOSTON: Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics celebrates the game-winning bas-
ket as Kyrie Irving #11 of the Brooklyn Nets looks on during the fourth quarter of
Round 1 Game 1 of the 2022 NBA Eastern Conference Playoffs at TD Garden on
April 17, 2022. —AFP

MONTREAL: Argentina upset Olympic
champions Fiji 29-10 to win the
Vancouver leg of the World Rugby
Sevens, their first win in the series since
2009. Marcos Moneta and Felipe Del
Mestre scored two tries apiece for
Argentina in the emotional triumph over
a Fijian side coming off a victory in the
Singapore Sevens a week earlier.

“You have to dream, because dreams
do come,” said Argentinian coach
Santiago Gomez Cora, who was playing
the last time they won a Cup event on
the circuit. “Ever since I have been a
coach this has been the moment I have
been working towards, and my players
must take all the credit because they
work so hard and they wanted to win
this one for their country so much.”

Fiji had taken the lead on two min-
utes on Kaminieli Rasaku’s unconverted

try. Ninety seconds later, Moneta
scored his ninth try of the weekend,
which Tobias Wade converted.
Argentina, who earned Olympic bronze
in Tokyo, added two more tries before
halftime. They led 17-5 with seven min-
utes remaining, but after Wade received
a yellow card, Fiji capitalized with a
score from Jerry Tuwai.

But Del Mestre’s converted try, set-
up by Moneta, put Argentina up 24-10,
and another try from Del Mestre ended
it. Australia took the bronze medal, rally-
ing in the second half for a 21-19 victory
over Samoa. South Africa finished fifth
but maintained their lead in the series
after six rounds with 111 points.
Argentina jumped into second place on
105 points, and Australia finished the
weekend third on 100 points.

England, thumped 40-17 by

Argentina in the quarterfinals, also bid
farewell to Dan Norton, the top all-time
Series try-scorer with 358. The 34-
year-old, who was part of the Great
Britain side that won Olympic silver at
the 2016 Rio games and represented

Team GB at Tokyo last year, had
announced this was to be his last tour-
nament. “I’ve enjoyed the last 14 years
annoying the world and annoying my
teammates,” Norton said. “I’ve loved
every minute of it.” —AFP

VANCOUVER: Argentina’s players celebrate with the trophy after winning
the Vancouver leg of the HSBC World Rugby Sevens Series against Fiji on
April 17, 2022. —AFP 

Spieth beats Cantlay
in playoff to win
PGA Heritage title
WASHINGTON: Three-time major winner Jordan
Spieth defeated Patrick Cantlay with a par on the first
playoff hole to win the US PGA Heritage title on
Sunday after a final-round shootout. Spieth pitched
from a bunker to within inches of the hole at the par-4
18th and tapped in for par while reigning FedEx Cup
champion Cantlay blasted from the same bunker to 25
feet past the cup and couldn’t make the long comeback
putt to extend the playoff. “I felt in a good place. Just
needed to give myself a chance,” Spieth said. “It feels
amazing.

Cantlay could only rue the wind after his 9-iron shot
from the fairway followed Spieth’s ball into the bunker
and plugged. “It caught a different wind than what I
was expecting,” Cantlay said. “The wind was supposed

to be off the right. I must have caught a little burst.
“Obviously with it plugged like that, it was darn near
impossible to get it close.”

The Americans each finished 72 holes on 13-under
271 at Harbour Town Golf Links in Hilton Head, South
Carolina. World number 20 Spieth fired a five-under
par 66, matching his best final round this year, and
sixth-ranked Cantlay shot 68. Sharing third on 272
after a shootout in which many of them shared the lead
were Ireland’s Shane Lowry, Australian Cam Davis,
Austrian Sepp Straka and Americans J.T. Poston,
Cameron Young, Matt Kuchar and Harold Varner.

Spieth won the 2015 Masters and US Open and the
2017 British Open and can complete a career Grand
Slam by winning next month’s PGA Championship at
Southern Hills. It was the 16th worldwide victory for
Spieth and his 13th US PGA triumph, his first since last
April’s Texas Open in his home state. It marked back-
to-back Easter Sunday wins for Spieth, who was happy
to learn Easter in 2023 is on the final day of the
Masters.

“That’s good vibes,” said Spieth, whose missed cut
last week at Augusta National inspired extra effort at

the Heritage. “Last week was really a killer for me. My
favorite tournament in the world and not getting to play
the weekend,” Spieth said. “So I tried to come in here
and work a little extra hard this week.” —AFP

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, South Carolina: Jordan Spieth
poses with the trophy after winning the RBC Heritage
in a playoff at Harbor Town Golf Links on April 17,
2022. —AFP

Tsitsipas aims for ‘top
two’ after defending
Monte Carlo crown
MONTE CARLO: Stefanos Tsitsipas said he is aiming to finish
the season in the world’s top two after successfully defending
his Monte Carlo Masters title with a hard-fought victory over
Spain’s Alejandro Davidovich Fokina in Sunday’s final. Third
seed Tsitsipas hammered 21 winners and made only 11
unforced errors in the Monaco sunshine to win 6-3, 7-6 (7/3)
in an hour and 36 minutes.

It was the 23-year-old Greek’s eighth ATP title and first
in 11 months as he made the perfect start to the clay-court
season. “I can definitely have a great season and maybe fin-
ish it in the top two,” said the world number five, whose tri-
umph in Monaco was his fourth tournament success on clay.
“This year I really want to have good results on grass and on
hard courts because I’m sure I can score big ATP points
there. If I manage to win matches there with as much consis-
tency as on clay, I think I have a great chance of finishing the

year in the top two. It’s one of my big goals.”
Novak Djokovic, Daniil Medvedev, Alexander Zverev and

Rafael Nadal currently sit above Tsitsipas in the ATP rank-
ings. Tsitsipas became the sixth player to win back-to-back
Monte Carlo Masters in the Open era, emulating Nadal, Juan
Carlos Ferrero, Thomas Muster, Bjorn Borg and Ilie Nastase.
“It’s great, especially because the fans were there. It was
livelier than last year,” said Tsitsipas, who beat Andrey
Rublev in the 2021 final, which was held behind closed doors
due the Covid pandemic.

He is gearing up for another tilt at the French Open title
after losing last year’s final at Roland Garros to Djokovic
despite leading by two sets. “I think my tennis is excellent on
all surfaces, although it adapts better to clay,” added Tsitsipas.
Davidovich Fokina had knocked out world number one
Djokovic earlier this week but could not repeat those heroics
in his first ATP final, losing for the third time in as many meet-
ings with Tsitsipas.

“I always thought about being in the final here one day... I
hope to be here again next year,” said Davidovich Fokina, who
also reached the quarter-finals last year before retiring injured
after one set against Tsitsipas. The world number 46 struck
first on Sunday, breaking in the third game, but Tsitsipas hit
straight back with a magnificent forehand up the line to level

the first set at 2-2. The set remained on serve until game eight,
when Tsitsipas broke as Davidovich Fokina fired a backhand
into the tramlines. The Greek star wrapped up the opener with
a hold to love, capped off by an ace. —AFP

MONACO: Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas celebrates with
his trophy after winning the Monte-Carlo ATP Masters
Series tournament on April 17, 2022. —AFP

Cobble-hating Van
Baarle comes of age
with Paris-Roubaix win
ROUBAIX, France: Dutch rider Dylan van Baarle
of Ineos Grenadiers admitted he hated the cob-
bles after winning cycling’s epic 257km Paris-
Roubaix on Sunday, emerging from the 30 sec-
tions of dusty, uneven old mining roads alone for
a solo triumph in glorious sunshine. Jouneyman
Van Baarle held his head in his hands crossing
the line before leaping off his bike and hoisting it
in the air as he screamed with joy and relief for
his sixth ever elite level win.

“Normally I hate the cobbles. Like everyone
else I prefer the tarmac. But when you win then
it’s fun,” he said of the 54km of rough-hewn
giant cobbles in France’s north-eastern flatlands
that make this race so exceptionally challenging.
He did, however, close his eyes and kiss the giant
stone cobble offered as the winner’s trophy,
savoring a career making moment.

Much-touted Belgian ace Wout van Aert of
Jumbo was second, a full 1min 47sec adrift of the
winner. Swiss time-trial specialist Stefan Kung of
FDJ was third. Known as “The Queen of the
Classics”, because of its extreme length and diffi-
culty, Paris-Roubaix is rarely taken by a solo break-
away winner. The 29-year-old Van Baarle had been
threatening to win such a race. He finished a narrow
second at both the recent Tour of Flanders, another
of cycling’s five one-day ‘Monuments’, and at the
2021 world championships.

“After the worlds I finally started to believe in
myself,” explained the winner. “But I’m lost for
words, after the second at Flanders and now
winning this race, its a Monument,” said van
Baarle. “I couldn’t believe it when I got the velo-
drome and I was completely alone.” Fifty of the
169 starters dropped out and another 12 finished
after the cut off time as only 107 competitors
finished in the classified times.

After joyously embracing his rider Ineos team
principal Dave Brailsford said Van Baarle had
galvanized all his experience to take the win.
“He’s earned it, he’s developed his career and
that was ten years of experience all coming
together for him. He’s got his moves together
and he’s such a strong rider,” Brailsford said. The
man who beat Van Baarle at Flanders, Mathieu
van der Poel, could only finish ninth. —AFP

ROUBAIX, France: INEOS Grenadiers’ Dutch rider
Dylan Van Baarle celebrates on the podium after
winning the 119th edition of the Paris-Roubaix one-
day classic cycling race on April 17, 2022. —AFP

Miller and ‘nightmare’
Malik shine in IPL
Sunday blockbuster
PUNE: South Africa’s David Miller on Sunday said
coming in to bat early made him “shine” as his
unbeaten 94 led Gujarat Titans to a thrilling three-
wicket IPL victory over holders Chennai Super
Kings. Chasing 170 for victory, Gujarat slipped to

48-4. But Miller put on an attacking 70-run sixth
wicket stand with Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan (40)
and propelled his team to their target with one ball
to spare in Pune.

Rashid, an ace leg-spinner who stood in as
captain in place of  injured Hardik Pandya,
smashed three sixes and a four off Chris Jordan in
a 25-run 18th over. Rashid fell after his 21-ball
blitz but Miller completed the job, taking 13 runs
in a dramatic final over from Jordan. Miller hit a
six after two dot balls, was caught at short third
man only for the delivery to be called no ball for

height, and then hit a four and finished the match
off with a two.

“I wanted to see the ball, hit ball,” said man of
the match Miller. “Coming in at the powerplay
(inside six overs) allowed me to shine, when the ball
is harder than normal. Got more time too, so that
was cool.” Miller praised Rashid’s cameo. “Rashid’s
batting releases a lot of pressure. Exceptional over,
in my opinion that over was the game-changer and
he struck it beautifully,” he said. He struck eight
fours and six sixes in his 51-ball knock

Gujarat, one of the two new franchises in the

expanded 10-team IPL, consolidated their position
at the top with five wins from six matches. Chennai
sl ipped to five losses in six games. Ruturaj
Gaikwad’s 73 went in vain after the opener guided
Chennai to 169 for five. He put on a 92-run third-
wicket stand with Ambati Rayudu, who hit 46, after
the wickets of Robin Uthappa and Moeen Ali.
Skipper Ravindra Jadeja, who took over the cap-
taincy ahead of the season after Mahendra Singh
Dhoni stepped down, provided a late blitz with his
unbeaten 12-ball 22, but Miller’s knock overshad-
owed every other innings in the match. —AFP

Argentina shock Fiji to 
win Vancouver Sevens


