
BEIRUT: In bankrupt Lebanon, Khalil 
Mansour has to queue for hours every 
day just to buy bread for his family 
and some days he can’t afford any. In 
a country which once boasted the 
nickname “Switzerland of the Middle 
East” for its thriving banking sector 
before financial crisis hit in 2019, the 
chronic shortage of the staple of the 
Lebanese diet has been hard to take. 

Lebanon defaulted on its national 
debt in 2020 and its currency has lost 
around 90 percent of its black market 

value. The World Bank has branded 
the financial crisis one of the worst 
since the 19th century while the 
United Nations now considers four 
out five Lebanese to be living under 
the poverty line. 

Faced with demands from interna-
tional creditors for painful reforms in 
return for the release of new aid, the 
embattled government has been 
forced to end subsidies on most 
essential goods-although not so far 
on wheat. The price of subsidized 
bread has gone up, although by less 
than if there were no subsidy, but 
bakeries have started rationing the 
staple. A bag of flat Arabic pitta-like 
bread now officially sells for 13,000 
Lebanese pounds (43 US cents). On 
the black market it costs more than 
30,000.  
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KUWAIT: It is unlikely that the residency law to reg-
ulate the expatriate population in the country would 
be approved by a decree of emergency nature. It is 
primarily out of fear that the decree may be struck 
down by the constitution which has made it legal for 
the government to issue urgent decrees and gave 
itself the authority to strike them down if there was a 
legal justification, official sources said.  

It said the urgent decree must be for laws issued in 
the absence of a parliament in session — either by 
dissolution or on holiday — and on a matter that is of 
emergency nature and any postponement of the 
decree may constitute a danger to the interests of the 
country. The government was previously allowed to 

issue urgent decrees in the absence of parliament and 
when it reconvenes the decrees will be voted on and 
if passed, it will become official. If not, it will become 
null and void, and all decisions, procedures and impli-
cations based on the decree will also be null and void. 

But now, every citizen has the right to contest any 
such urgent decree. The parliament can discuss it and 
can strike it down if it finds it does not have any emer-
gency nature. 

The government feels that it needs to settle the 
issue of expat residency law that was prepared previ-
ously, sent it to the National Assembly and was also 
discussed by the interior and defense committees. 
Certain comments were made on the law in the pres-

ence of the government, but the government believes 
that its approval with an urgent decree means it will 
start implementing it. Then there is a fear that the 
constitutional court may strike down the decree, 
opening the doors for lawsuits by expatriates for 
damages for depriving them of residency and other 
matters mentioned in the law. 

The sources said that the government prefers 
postponement of the law for the new National 
Assembly that will be formed following early parlia-
mentary elections before the end of the year. It will 
ask for urgent consideration of the law by the 
National Assembly and its approval so that it 
becomes effective next year. 

They said the law is an indispensable part of the 
government efforts to rectify the population imbal-
ance that exists in the country and an effective meas-
ure to curb marginal labor and stamp out residency 
violators. In addition, it will encourage specialized 
labor in such a way that it serves the local market, 
bolster economic reform and boost foreign direct 
investments into the country. The government also 
proposes to introduce a 15-year residency permit to 
attract high net-worth investors into the country. 

The sources said limiting the residency of the non-
investing expatriates or children and spouses of 
Kuwaiti women is something linked to the need and 
the wish of who brought them to stay or not. 

Urgent decree unlikely to  
pass expat residency law 

Government to request new National Assembly to approve the law

BEIRUT, Lebanon: An aerial picture shows a Lebanese Army helicopter releasing water over the heavily 
damaged grain silos at the port of the capital Beirut, on July 31, 2022, following a partial collapse due to 
an ongoing fire since the beginning of the month. — AFP

BEIRUT: Parts of Beirut’s grain silos collapsed on 
Sunday, just days before the second anniversary of a 
catastrophic explosion at the Lebanese capital’s port 
that ravaged the stores and parts of the city. AFP 
correspondents said a cloud of dust covered Beirut’s 
port, while local media reported that two towers fell 
in the heavily damaged silos’ northern section, where 
a fire has been burning for more than two weeks. 

Footage of the incident showed part of the silo 
crumbling and a large cloud billowing up after 
debris hit the ground. The structure had absorbed 
much of the impact of the devastating explosion on 
August 4, 2020 at Beirut’s port that killed more than 
200 people and injured more than 6,500. 

The silos shielded large swaths of the city’s west 
from the devastating effects of the blast, which was 

caused by haphazardly stored ammonium nitrate 
fertilizer catching fire. Sunday’s partial collapse 
came around two weeks after a fire erupted in the 
port’s northern silos due to the fermentation of 
remaining grain stocks along with soaring summer 
temperatures, according to authorities. 

Lebanon’s caretaker prime minister this week 
warned they could fall. “The northern group of silos 
are now in danger of falling,” Najib Mikati said 
Wednesday in a statement, which added that the 
silos still contained thousands of tons of wheat and 
corn. He told the army to be prepared and warned 
workers, civil defense members and firefighters to 
keep a safe distance from the site. Once boasting a 
capacity of more than 100,000 tons, an imposing 
48-metre (157-foot) high remnant of the silos has 
become emblematic of the catastrophic port blast. 

The government in April ordered their demolition 
due to safety concerns, but that move was suspended 
amid objections, including from relatives of blast vic-
tims who want the silos preserved as a memorial site.  
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BAGHDAD: Supporters of Iraq’s powerful preacher Moqtada Sadr, protesting 
against a rival bloc’s nomination for prime minister, occupy Iraq’s parlia-
ment in Baghdad’s high-security Green Zone, on July 31, 2022. — AFP

BAGHDAD: Hundreds of followers of 
powerful Iraqi preacher Moqtada 
Sadr camped at the country’s parlia-
ment Sunday for a second day, 
protesting against corruption and 
political mismanagement. Despite tear 
gas, water cannon and baking temper-
atures that touched 47 degrees 
Celsius (116 degrees Fahrenheit), they 
stormed the complex on Saturday 
after pulling down heavy concrete 

barricades on roads leading to 
Baghdad’s fortified Green Zone of 
diplomatic and government buildings. 

The health ministry said at least 
100 protesters and 25 security per-
sonnel were hurt in the confrontation. 
Nearly 10 months after October elec-
tions, Iraq is still without a new gov-
ernment despite intense negotiations 
between factions. 

Analysts have said Sadr, a mercuri-
al cleric who once led a militia against 
US and Iraqi government forces, is 
using street protests to signal that his 
views must be taken into account in 
any government formation. Both the 
United Nations and European Union 
warned about escalating tensions. 
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Lebanese face 
long queues  
to buy bread

BEIRUT: An elderly man rests outside a bakery after buying a bag of subsi-
dized flatbread, as others continue to wait in a queue, in the Lebanese capi-
tal Beirut amid a shortage of wheat supplies. — AFP

Former Philippine  
president Fidel  
Ramos dies
MANILA: Former 
Philippine presi-
dent Fidel Ramos, 
who oversaw a rare 
period of steady 
growth and peace 
that won him the 
reputation as one 
of the country’s 
most effective 
leaders ever, has 
died aged 94, his 
family said Sunday. Known as “Steady Eddie” for 
his unflappable demeanor during the country’s 
regular moments of upheaval, he was frequently 
pictured chewing unlit cigars as he guided the 
Philippines with a sure hand from 1992-1998. 

A career military man who never previously 
held elected office, his professorial conduct was 
unlike the bombastic image of many Filipino 
politicians. He was also the first Protestant to win 
the top office in the overwhelmingly Catholic 
nation, despite opposition from some in the 
Church. He later made an aggressive push for 
family planning to rein in rapid population 
growth. 

But like other top officials of his generation, 
Ramos played a role in the dictatorship of 
Ferdinand Marcos, which saw thousands killed 
and thousands more arbitrarily imprisoned. In a 
brief statement, the Ramos family said it was 
“profoundly saddened” to announce the patri-
arch’s death. The cause was not released.  
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