
Biden again tests 
positive for COVID
WASHINGTON, United States: Joe Biden has
tested positive for COVID-19 for a second time and
is returning to isolation, his White House doctor
said Saturday, attributing the result to “rebound”
positivity from treatment the US president received.

Biden “tested positive late Saturday morning, by
antigen testing,” following four consecutive days of
negative tests, and “will reinitiate strict isolation
procedures,” presidential physician Kevin O’Connor
wrote in a memorandum. “This in fact represents
‘rebound’ positivity,” O’Connor said, referring to a
situation in which patients treated with the drug
Paxlovid-as Biden was-clear the virus but test posi-
tive after completing their course.

“The president has experienced no re-emer-
gence of symptoms and continues to feel quite well.
This being the case, there is no reason to reinitiate
treatment at this time,” he added. In a tweet, Biden

seemed to seek to minimize the situation.
“Folks, today I tested positive for COVID again.

This happens with a small minority of folks,” he
wrote. “I’ve got no symptoms but I am going to iso-
late for the safety of everyone around me. I’m still at
work, and will be back on the road soon.” Biden
canceled planned trips to  Delaware and Michigan,
the White House said.

‘Specifically conscientious’ 
The second positive test came just three days

after O’Connor said Biden had tested negative and
no longer needed to isolate, which he had been
doing since receiving a first positive result on July
21. Biden has for the most part been conspicuously
careful about observing COVID protocols-in con-
trast to his predecessor Donald Trump, who some-
times mocked those who wore masks.

“The President continues to be very specifically
conscientious to protect any of the Executive
Residence, White House, Secret Service and other
staff whose duties require any (albeit socially dis-
tanced) proximity to him,” O’Connor said. As the
oldest US president in history-he will turn 80 in
November-Biden’s health receives constant atten-
tion. On Wednesday, he had ended his earlier five-
day COVID isolation, appearing energetic as he
told cheering aides that his quick recovery should
inspire Americans to take advantage of free vac-
cines and treatments. He contrasted his seemingly
quick recovery to Trump’s more serious bout with
the disease in October 2020, before vaccines were
available.

“When my predecessor got COVID, he had to
get helicoptered to Walter Reed Medical Center,”
Biden said. “He was severely ill. Thankfully, he
recovered. When I got Covid, I worked from
upstairs of the White House.” He added that being
fully vaccinated, taking preventative tests, then
using the Paxlovid therapeutic prevents deaths and
is available at no cost. “You don’t need to be presi-
dent to get these tools,” he said. O’Connor had
warned after clearing Biden from his first round of
COVID that the president would wear a mask for 10
days when around others and continue to test regu-
larly in case of a “rebound.” O’Connor says Biden is
generally in good health. He has been fully vaccinat-
ed and received two booster shots against the
coronavirus. —  AFP

KYIV, Ukraine: Russia said an attack from a drone
Sunday wounded six personnel at the headquarters
of its Black Sea fleet in annexed Crimea, as authori-
ties in Ukraine’s southern city of Mykolaiv reported
it had suffered its “strongest” shelling of the war.
AFP journalists witnessed an intense bombardment
of the eastern town of Bakhmut after President
Volodymyr Zelensky called in a late night address
for civilians to leave the front line Donetsk region
bearing the brunt of the Kremlin’s offensive. Russian
authorities in the Black Sea peninsula of Crimea —
seized by Moscow from Ukraine in 2014 — said a
small explosive device from a commercial drone
likely launched nearby hit the navy command in the
city of Sevastopol.

The local mayor blamed “Ukrainian nationalists”
for the attack that forced the cancellation in the city
of festivities marking Russia’s annual holiday celebrat-
ing the navy. But a spokesman for Ukraine’s Odessa
region military administration denied Kyiv — whose
nearest positions are some 200 kilometres (125 miles)
away — was responsible and called the incident “a
sheer provocation”. “Our liberation of Crimea from
the occupiers will be carried out in another way and
much more effectively,” spokesman Sergiy Bratchuk
wrote on Telegram. Authorities in Ukraine’s southern

city of Mykolaiv said Sunday that widespread Russian
bombardments overnight had left at least two civilians
dead, as Moscow continued to pummel the sprawling
front line.

“Mykolaiv was subjected to mass shelling today.
Probably the strongest so far,” the city’s mayor
Oleksandr Senkevych wrote on Telegram. “Powerful
explosions were heard after one in the morning and
around five in the morning.” Mykolaiv — which has
been attacked frequently — is the closest Ukrainian
city to the southern front where Kyiv’s forces are
looking to launch a major counter-offensive to recap-
ture territory lost after Russia’s February invasion.

Zelensky urges Donetsk evacuation 
Strikes also pounded the northeastern regions of

Kharkiv and Sumy, near the front line with the Russian
forces. “Today a whole succession of explosions took
place... a few buildings are reportedly damaged,” Igor
Terekhov the mayor of Ukraine’s second city Kharkiv
said. Sumy regional chief Dmytro Zhyvytsky said that
some 50 strikes on Saturday evening had left one per-
son dead and two wounded. The governor of the
Donetsk region, where Moscow is focusing the brunt
of its attacks, said three civilians were killed and eight
wounded in shelling Saturday.

AFP journalists on Sunday saw one wounded man
collected by an ambulance after a ferocious bombard-
ment of the town of Bakhmut. In an overnight address
Zelensky warned that thousands of people, including
children, were still in the battleground areas of the
Donetsk region. “There’s already a governmental
decision about obligatory evacuation from Donetsk,”
Zelensky said, underscoring authorities’ calls to leave
the besieged region in recent weeks. “Leave, we will
help,” Zelensky said. “At this stage of the war, terror is
the main weapon of Russia.”

Official Ukrainian estimates put the number of
civilians still living in the unoccupied area of Donetsk
at between 200,000 and 220,000. A mandatory evac-
uation notice posted Saturday evening said the com-
ing winter made it a matter of urgency, particularly for
the more than 50,000 children still in the region.

“They need to be evacuated, you cannot put
them in mortal danger in the winter without heat-
ing, light, without the ability to keep them warm,”
Kyiv’s Ministry of Reintegration of Temporarily
Occupied Territories said in a statement. Zelensky,
in his address, also once more pressed the interna-
tional community, especially the United States, to
have Russia officially declared a “state sponsor of
terrorism”.

Deadly jail strike 
The call came a day after a jail holding Ukrainian

prisoners of war in Kremlin-controlled Olenivka was
bombed, leaving scores dead, with Kyiv and Moscow
trading blame. Russia’s defence ministry said Sunday
it had invited the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) and the United Nations to visit the site
“in the interests of an objective investigation”.

There was no confirmation from the two interna-
tional bodies. The ICRC said Saturday that a request
to send a team to the site had not been granted, and
Ukraine said it was encouraging international experts
to go to Olenivka.

Russia military accused Kyiv of striking the
Olenivka prison with US-supplied long-range missiles
in an “egregious provocation” designed to stop sol-
diers from surrendering. It said Saturday that the
dead included Ukrainian forces who had surrendered
after weeks of fighting off Russia’s brutal bombard-
ment of the sprawling Azovstal steelworks in the port
city of Mariupol. The defence ministry said 50
Ukrainian prisoners were killed and 73 were taken to
hospital with serious injuries. Ukraine accuses Russia
of responsibility, with Zelensky accusing the Moscow
of the “deliberate mass murder of Ukrainian prisoners
of war”. —AFP

International
US Speaker Pelosi 
confirms Asia-Pacific 
tour, silent on Taiwan

Page 7Senegal elects parliament in test for presidential vote
Page 6

MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 2022

Strikes pound northeastern regions of Kharkiv and Sumy

KHARKIV: Picture taken and released by Ukrainian Emergency Service on July 31, 2022 shows a firefighter pushing out a fire in a building after shelling in Kharkiv, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.— AFP

Drone attack hits Crimea navy HQ: Russia

Kentucky flooding 
death toll up 25
WASHINGTON: Devastating flooding in Kentucky
has killed 25 people and the toll is expected to rise, the
southern US state’s governor said Saturday, as res-
cuers and residents continued a harrowing search for
survivors. Torrential rain earlier this week caused
unprecedented flash flooding in 13 counties in eastern
Kentucky. Many roads and bridges in that mountain-
ous region-an area high in poverty due to the declin-
ing coal industry-have been damaged or destroyed.
With cell phone service seriously disrupted, finding
survivors has been difficult.

“I’m worried we are going to be finding bodies for
weeks to come. Keep praying,” Governor Andy
Beshear said in a midday news briefing, shortly after
tweeting that the death toll had risen to 25 from 16 a
day earlier. The Democratic governor confirmed that
“we are still in the search and rescue phase,” saying,
“We will get through this together.” Beshear said an
earlier report that six children were among the dead
was inaccurate; two of them had turned out to be
adults. The four children, US media reported, were lost
in a heart-rending drama. Members of a family, cling-
ing to a tree after a fast-rising stream had engulfed
their mobile home, saw their children torn from their

grip, one after another, by powerfully surging waters.
Beshear said national guard units from Kentucky,

Tennessee and West Virginia had made more than 650
air rescues since the flooding began Wednesday
evening, while state police and other state personnel
had registered some 750 water rescues. He said the
search was “tremendously stressful and difficult,” with
mudslides and flooded roads blocking travel.
Seventeen-year-old Chloe Adams was home alone in
Whitesburg when she awoke to the sound of water
rushing into her grandfather’s house, where she lives.

“There was water as far as I could see,” she told
CNN. “I had a panic attack.” Realizing she needed to
swim to safety, she put her dog, Sandy, in a plastic tub.
They made it only to the roof of a nearby shed, barely
above the roaring waters. She and Sandy sat there,
shivering, for five hours until a cousin arrived in a
kayak to rescue them.

Some areas in eastern Kentucky had reported
receiving more than eight inches (20 centimeters) of
rain in a 24-hour period. In Whitesburg, the water level
of the North Fork of the Kentucky River rose to a
staggering 20 feet within hours, well above its previ-
ous record of 14.7 feet.

The flooding turned many roads into rivers, and
some houses in low-lying areas were almost complete-
ly submerged, with just their rooftops visible. Scenes
on social media showed houses ripped from their
moorings and deposited amid masses of debris along
riverbanks or even atop a bridge.—AFP

JACKSON, United States: A stranded family is rescued from the flood waters of the North Fork of the Kentucky River
in Jackson, Kentucky. — AFP

WASHINGTON: File photo shows US President Joe
Biden arrives to deliver remarks in the Rose Garden of
the White House in Washington. Biden has tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 for a second time and is returning
to isolation. — AFP


