
DAKAR: Senegal on Sunday voted in parliamen-
tary elections the opposition hopes will force a 
coalition with President Macky Sall and curb any 
ambitions he may hold for a third term. Sixty-year-
old Sall, who was elected in 2012 for seven years 
then re-elected in 2019 for another five, has been 
accused of wanting to break the two-term limit and 
run again in 2024. 

He has remained vague on the subject, but any 
defeat of his supporters in the vote could upset 
such plans. Polling stations opened at 0800 GMT 
and close at 1800 GMT. By late morning, turnout 
appeared relatively low, according to AFP corre-

spondents and observers. 
In Scat Urbam, a suburb near Dakar, far fewer 

voters than in past polls were waiting to cast their 
ballots. The situation was the same in the capital’s 
working-class district of Grand Medine as well as in 
Ziguinchor, capital of the southern region of 
Casamance, according to AFP journalists. 

At the start of voting in the courtyard of a 
school in Mbao, near Dakar, around 100 mostly 
elderly people were preparing to vote. Police 
were also on hand to ensure security, an AFP 
journalist said. “I hope voting day goes off 
peaceful ly and there are no disputes,” said 

Lamine Sylva, a 60-year-old artist. 
“It’s like football-there is a winner and a loser.” 

Yahya Sall, a retired soldier, said he hoped the new 
parliament “will have a strong opposition presence... 
to advance democracy”. The national election com-
mission has deployed 22,000 observers nationwide. 

The single-round ballot will decide the 165 seats 
of the single-chamber parliament-currently con-
trolled by the president’s supporters-for the next 
five years. Lawmakers are elected according to a 
system that combines proportional representation, 
with national lists for 53 lawmakers, and majority 
voting in the country’s departments for 97 others. 

The diaspora elects the remaining 15 members of 
parliament. This year, eight coalitions are in the run-
ning, including Yewwi Askan Wi (meaning “Liberate 
the People” in Wolof), the main opposition coalition. 

Its highest-profile member, Ousmane Sonko, 
came third in the 2019 presidential election. But he 
and other members of the coalition have been 
banned from running in Sunday’s elections on tech-
nical grounds. 

The vote is taking place against a backdrop of 
rising prices, in part because of the war in Ukraine. 
The opposition has questioned the priorities of the 
government, which has highlighted its subsidies for 
oil products and food as well as infrastructure 
building. 

“Is the priority of the Senegalese to build beauti-
ful stadiums, new highways while people are not 
eating to satiate their hunger?” Sonko said after 
casting his ballot in Ziguinchor. Raising the alarm 
over reports of low turnout, he called on voters to 
vote in numbers “to balance the powers”. 

 
Opposition collaboration  

Ahead of the poll, Yewwi Askan Wi has joined 
forces with Wallu Senegal (which means “Save 

Senegal” in Wolof), led by former president 
Abdoulaye Wade. The two groups have agreed to 
work together to obtain a parliamentary majority 
and “force governmental cohabitation”. 

They also want to force Sall to give up any hope 
of running in 2024. In local elections in March, the 
opposition won in major cities, including the capital 
Dakar, Ziguinchor in the south and Thies in the west. 

Sonko and other members of the Yewwi Askan 
Wi coalition were forbidden from running in 

Sunday’s elections, after the authorities in early 
June tossed out its national list of candidates on 
technical grounds. 

One of the names had been accidentally put 
down both as a first-choice candidate and as an 
alternate candidate, thus invalidating the entire list. 
That sparked violent demonstrations that left at 
least three people dead. On June 29, the opposition 
finally agreed to take part in the elections, easing 
tensions.  — AFP
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The Lebanese investigation into the blast has 

faced systematic and blatant political obstruction 
from day one. Authorities were unable to unload 
around 3,000 tons of wheat and corn stuck in the 
silos because doing so might accelerate their col-
lapse, this week’s statement said. 

The environment and health ministries advised 
the public to evacuate the port area and use 
masks in the vicinity of the silos in case they col-
lapsed. —AFP
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DAKAR, Senegal: A Senegalese voter casts his ballot in Dakar on July 31, 2022 during the July 2022 leg-
islative elections in Senegal. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa:  South Africa’s 
President Cyril Ramaphosa said Sunday that his 
African National Congress party remains commit-
ted to anti-graft rules under which members 
charged with corruption or other serious offences 
must quit. Some within the party that has been by 
plagued by corruption allegations in recent years 
wanted the so-called “step-aside” rule scrapped, 
arguing it has been used by party factions to target 
their political opponents. 

“The overwhelming view of the policy confer-
ence is for the retention of the step-aside provisions 
to enhance the integrity of the movement and its 
leadership,” Rampahosa told delegates, wrapping 
up three days of talks in Johannesburg to map out 
the party’s direction. The conference noted strong 
concerns about the perceived lack of consistency in 
the policy’s  implementation, he said. These “must 
receive urgent attention so that the application of 
the guidelines is impartial, is fair and is consistent”, 
he added. 

The talks were a prelude to the ANC national 
elective conference in December, when the party is 

to hold internal polls to pick a candidate for the 
next presidential election. Ramaphosa is expected 
to seek a second five-year term, but could face a 
challenge from a faction of the party that is loyal to 
former president Jacob Zuma, who has been 
accused of corruption.  

Ramaphosa himself is also mired in a scandal fol-
lowing a break-in at his game and cattle farm. A 
state corruption inquiry report published earlier this 
year implicated more than 200 ANC members, 
including some senior officials. 

Under the step-aside rule, ANC members 
charged with serious crimes have 30 days to leave 
their post or face suspension. — AFP

PARIS: A hundred French parliamentarians, 
mainly from the political left, on Saturday 
denounced Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s “policy of war” against Kurds in 
northern Syria. While the rest of the world is 
focussed on Ukraine, as Russia’s war crimes 
multiply there, Erdogan is “planning to launch an 
umpteenth bloody offensive against the Kurds in 
northern Syria,” the parliamentarians said in a  
statement published by the JDD title. 

The Turkish president “is taking advantage” 
of Turkey’s pivotal status, as a NATO member 
on good terms with both Moscow and Kyiv, “to 
obtain a blank cheque from the Atlantic Alliance 
in order to intensify his attacks in northern 
Syria”, according to the statement initiated by 
Communist senator Laurence Cohen. 

“Western countries must no longer look the 
other way”, said the elected representatives, 

parliamentary deputies and upper house sena-
tors mostly from leftist and ecologist parties. 
They were joined by some from the rightwing 
Republicans (LR) and President Emmanuel 
Macron’s ruling party. 

They called on the West “to guarantee the 
protection of Kurdish activists and associations 
present on European soil”. The signatories 
urged France to refer the matter to the UN 
Security Council “to declare a no-fly zone in 
northern Syria and place the Syrian Kurds 
under international protection”. 

They also cal led for the Autonomous 
Administrat ion of  North and East Syria 
(AANES) to “be granted international recog-
nition”. Erdogan is threatening to launch a 
new military offensive against Kurdish-con-
trolled areas of northern Syria, where he 
wants to establish a buffer zone 30 kilometres 
(20 miles) deep. 

Turkey has launched a string of offensives in 
Syria in the past six years, most recently in 2019 
when it conducted a broad air and ground 
assault against Kurdish militias after former US 
president Donald Trump withdrew American 
troops.  — AFP 
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JOHANNESBURG: Disgruntled African National 
Congress (ANC) members demonstrate together 
with former ANC spokesman Carl Niehaus (2nd R) on 
July 31, 2022. — AFP
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“Last week I went without bread for three days 

because I cannot afford to pay 30,000,” said 
Mansour, 48. 

For Mansour and most Lebanese, buying bread 
means standing for hours in long queues outside 
bakeries and sometimes, when their turn comes, the 
bakeries have run out of bread. 

“Today I queued for three hours, yesterday two-
and-a-half. What next?” Mansour said on Friday 
outside a Beirut bakery. “I have to feed my family. 
What else can I do?” asked Mansour, who earns the 
equivalent of $50 a month working in a pastry shop. 

Most bakeries limit the sale of bread to one or 
two bags per customer, and each bag contains six 
flatbreads. Subsidized bread is often bought in large 
quantities and sold again on the black market by 
unscrupulous dealers. “The queues have become 
worse over the past two weeks,” said bakery owner 
Mohammed Mehdi. “We are facing huge shortages.” 

The 49-year-old said the bakery business had 
become like the “Wild West”. “Some customers 
come armed with guns and knives,” he complained. 
Lebanese media carry frequent reports of fights 
breaking out at bakeries, and even shots fired by 
customers demanding more bread. 

In Taalbaya, in eastern Lebanon, a customer 
stormed a bakery on Tuesday furious he could not 
buy more bread, one report said. 

The client shoved an employee then ransacked 
the bakery, forcing the army to intervene, it added. 

“What is happening is an insult... and it is even 
more difficult than the petrol shortage” that gripped 
Lebanon last year, Mehdi said. 

 
‘Incitement’  

Lebanon imports 80 percent of its wheat from 
war-torn Ukraine, according to industry figures. But 
the country’s capacity to store wheat took a heavy 
blow when a deadly blast at Beirut port in August 
2020 severely damaged the country’s main grain 
silos. The government and bakeries have traded 
blame for the bread shortage. Bakeries accuse 
cash-strapped authorities of failing to provide 
enough subsidized flour. 

The economy ministry denies the claim and has 
accused bakeries of hoarding subsidized flour to 
use in unsubsidized products such as sweets. 
Authorities also claim that the presence in Lebanon 
of more than one million refugees from war-torn 
Syria is partly to blame for Lebanon’s economic 
collapse. 

Some Lebanese have even gone as far as accus-
ing Syrian refugees of buying subsidized bread to 
sell on the black market, fuelling resentment against 
the refugees and demands for them to go home. 

There have been reports of some bakeries 
imposing separate queues for Lebanese and 
Syrians. 

This has prompted the UN refugee agency to 
voice its concern. “Lebanon is witnessing an 
increase in tensions and incitement between differ-
ent communities, leading to localized violence in the 
streets, including against refugees,” the UNHCR 
warned on Friday. — AFP 
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Lawmakers, diplomats, ex-politicians and the new 

administration posted tributes to Ramos on social 
media. “I extend my deepest condolences to the fam-
ily of former President Fidel Valdez Ramos who 
passed away today having lived a full life as a military 
officer and public servant,” said President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr, the son and namesake of the late dictator, 
who took office last month. 

“The legacy of his presidency will always be cher-
ished and will be forever enshrined in the hearts of 
our grateful nation.” 

The European Union delegation in the Philippines 
expressed its condolences, describing Ramos as a 
“dedicated statesman” and “pillar of democracy”. A 
graduate of the prestigious West Point military acad-
emy in the United States, Ramos had a lengthy career 

in the armed forces, including combat against com-
munist guerrillas, and was deployed in the Korean 
War as part of the Philippine contingent. 

He was later commander of the paramilitary 
Philippine Constabulary-the key institution that 
enforced the brutal repression of dissent after 
Marcos declared martial law in 1972. Ramos’s 
moment of truth came in February 1986, when popu-
lar outrage was hitting its peak over the murder of 
opposition leader Benigno Aquino and massive 
regime cheating in a snap election. 

Sensing Marcos’s weakness, a group of young 
military officers and their leader, defense secretary 
Juan Ponce Enrile, plotted to seize power but were 
found out. Facing arrest, Enrile and his allies holed up 
in the military headquarters in Manila and appealed 
to the public to protect them from an imminent gov-
ernment attack. Ramos joined their rebellion, with-
drawing his support from Marcos and inspiring many 
others to rise up as well. 

Soon, millions were massing in the streets for the 
peaceful “People Power” revolt that sent the dicta-
tor into exile and ushered in Corazon Aquino as 
president. — AFP 
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The immediate trigger for the occupation was 

the decision by a rival Shiite bloc, which is pro-Iran, 
to pick former cabinet minister Mohammed Shia Al-
Sudani for the prime minister’s post. On Sunday 
morning, the demonstrators marked the Muslim 
month of Muharram, a traditional celebration, with 
religious chants and collective meals. 

“We were hoping for the best but we got the 
worst. The politicians currently in parliament have 
brought us nothing,” said one of the protesters, 
Abdelwahab Al-Jaafari, 45, a day laborer with nine 
children. Volunteers distributed soup, hard-boiled 
eggs, bread and water to the protesters. 

Some had spent the night inside the air-condi-
tioned building-which dates from dictator Saddam 
Hussein’s era-with blankets spread out on the mar-
ble floors. Others took to the gardens, on plastic 
mats under palm trees.  

In multi-confessional and multi-ethnic Iraq, gov-
ernment formation has involved complex negotia-
tions since a 2003 US-led invasion toppled Hussein. 
Sadr’s bloc emerged from elections in October as 
the biggest parliamentary faction, but still far short 
of a majority. 

In June, his 73 lawmakers quit in a bid to break a 
logjam over the establishment of a new government. 

That led to a pro-Iran bloc becoming the 
largest in parliament, but still there was no agree-
ment on naming a new prime minister, president or 
cabinet. The occupation that began on Saturday 
was the second time within a week that Sadr’s 
supporters had forced their way into the legislative 
chamber. — AFP 
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