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WASHINGTON: US House of Representatives 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi will lead a congressional del-
egation to the Asia-Pacific region, her office con-
f irmed on Sunday, with stops in Singapore, 
Malaysia, South Korea and Japan.  The statement 
made no mention of whether the six-member dele-
gation would visit Taiwan, a flashpoint in conversa-
tions between China and the United States in the 
run-up to the trip. “The trip will focus on mutual 
security, economic partnership and democratic gov-
ernance in the Indo-Pacific region,” Pelosi’s office 
said in a statement. 

The all-Democrat dele-
gation includes Chairman 
of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee Gregory 
Meeks and members of the 
House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence 
and the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

“Our delegation wil l 
hold high-level meetings to 
discuss how we can further 
advance our shared inter-
ests and values, including peace and security, eco-
nomic growth and trade, the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the climate crisis, human rights and democratic gov-
ernance,” said Pelosi in the statement. Singapore’s 
foreign ministry confirmed Pelosi’s delegation would 
visit the city-state August 1-2, with meetings sched-
uled with President Hal imah Yacob and Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong. 

Tensions over Taiwan  
For weeks, US-China tensions had heightened over 

reports that Pelosi may visit the self-ruled island of 
Taiwan, which China sees as part of its territory to be 
reunited by force if necessary. On Thursday, President 
Joe Biden and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping held a 
tense phone call. 

The two leaders agreed to schedule their first in-per-
son summit but disagreements over Taiwan clouded the 
conversation, with Xi making an oblique warning to the 
United States not to “play with fire” over the island. 

The United States main-
tains a policy of “strategic 
ambiguity” over whether it 
would intervene militarily 
were China to invade Taiwan, 
and while it recognises 
Beijing’s claim to the island, it 
also backs the democratic 
Taiwanese government. 

In the latest warning from 
Beijing, Chinese air force 
spokesman Shen Jinke on 
Sunday said defending 
China’s territory was the mili-

tary’s “sacred mission”. “The air force has firm determi-
nation, full confidence and sufficient capabilities to 
defend national sovereignty and territorial integrity,” 
Shen said, according to the state-run People’s Daily. 

Over the last two years, China has ramped up 
flights by fighter jets, bombers and other aircraft into 
Taiwan’s air defence identification zone as a way to 
signal displeasure and keep Taipei’s own military 

stretched. “The air force’s multi-type fighter jets fly 
around the motherland’s Taiwan, practicing to enhance 

its ability to maintain national sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity,” Shen said. —AFP

US Speaker Nancy Pelosi confirms  
Asia-Pacific tour, silent on Taiwan

Trip will focus on mutual security, economic partnership, democratic governance

 

Morocco’s king  
hints of restoring  
ties with Algeria 

 
RABAT: Morocco’s King Mohammed VI used an 
address on Saturday to “once again” reiterate his 
openness to restoring ties with Algeria, which 
broke off diplomatic relations with Rabat last year. 
“We aspire to work with the Algerian presidency 
so that Morocco and Algeria can work hand in 
hand to establish normal relations between two 
brotherly peoples,” Mohammed said during the 
traditional speech marking the anniversary of his 
accession to the throne. 

“I stress once again that the borders that sepa-
rate the Moroccan and Algerian brothers will nev-
er be barriers preventing their interaction and 
understanding.” He urged Moroccans to “preserve 
the spirit of fraternity, solidarity and good neigh-
bourliness towards our Algerian brothers”. 

Morocco and Algeria have long been at odds 
over the disputed territory of Western Sahara, 
where the Algiers-backed Polisario Front is seek-
ing independence from Rabat’s rule. Algeria broke 
off diplomatic relations with Morocco in August 
2021, accusing Rabat of “hostile acts”. 

The decision was “completely unjustified,” 
Rabat said. The disputed status of Western 
Sahara-a former Spanish colony considered a 
“non-autonomous territory” by the United 
Nations-has pitted Morocco against the Polisario 
Front since the 1970s. 

Rabat, which controls nearly 80 percent of the 
territory, is pushing for autonomy under its sover-
eignty. The Polisario Front, however, wants a UN-
sponsored referendum on self-determination. 
Morocco’s sovereignty over the territory was 
backed by Washington in a 2020 deal that also 
saw Rabat normalise ties with Zionist entity. 

Algeria, which supports the Palestinian cause in 
addition to the Front, has taken the opportunity to 
criticise Morocco’s growing military cooperation 
with Israel, which it refers to as the “Zionist entity”. 

Referring to “allegations that Moroccans insult 
Algeria and Algerians”, Mohammed said they were 
the work of “irresponsible individuals who are try-
ing to sow discord”. “This gossip about 
Moroccan-Algerian relations is totally senseless 
and frankly appalling,” he added. 

The king also used Saturday’s speech to pledge 
reform of the family code in favour of women’s 
rights, social protections and price controls at a time 
of rising inflation. He also pledged to redouble vacci-
nation efforts to fight COVID-19.  The reformist king, 
58, has ruled Morocco since July 1999, when he suc-
ceeded his father, Hassan II.  —AFP

Japanese detained  
in Myanmar 

 
YANGON: A Japanese man has been detained in 
Myanmar’s commercial capital Yangon, an official at 
Japan’s embassy confirmed Sunday, the latest foreigner 
ensnared in the junta-ruled nation. A military coup last 
year sparked rolling protests and a deadly response 
from the junta, with more than 2,000 people killed and 
at least 14,000 arrested, according to a local monitor-
ing group. 

On Saturday, Japanese and local media said filmmak-
er Toru Kubota, 26, was detained near an anti-govern-
ment rally along with two Myanmar citizens. “I can con-
firm a Japanese national was detained yesterday in 
Yangon,” an official at the Japanese embassy told AFP 
Sunday, requesting anonymity. 

The embassy is “in contact with the authorities and 
taking measures to secure their release”. The Japanese 
official, who did not confirm the identity of the detained 
individual, said they had no information on whether he 
was arrested during a protest. 

A junta spokesperson was not available for comment. 
A small crowd rallied outside Japan’s foreign ministry in 
Tokyo on Sunday, holding placards of Kubota. Several 
foreigners have been arrested in the military’s crack-
down on dissent since the putsch. 

Last year Japanese filmmaker Yuki Kitazumi was 
detained by Myanmar authorities while covering the 
coup’s aftermath. Under international pressure he was 
released and returned to Japan in May 2021. Kitazumi 

expressed shock over Kubota’s detention, and said he 
hoped he would be released “soon”. 

“He is a documentary videographer and there is no 
reason for him to be arrested if he was gathering materi-
als,” he said. Myanmar’s junta has clamped down on 

press freedoms, arresting reporters and photographers, 
as well as revoking broadcasting licences. 

As of March this year, 48 journalists remain in cus-
tody across the country, according to monitoring group 
Reporting ASEAN.  —AFP

WASHINGTON: File photo shows US Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Democrat of California, holding her weekly press 
conference on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.  —AFP

TOKYO: A group of activists hold placards of Japanese citizen Toru Kubota, who is detained in Myanmar, during a rally in 
front of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tokyo on July 31, 2022. —AFP

S Lanka president  
seeks unity govt 
to save economy 

 
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s new president Ranil 
Wickremesinghe has formally invited MPs to join an 
all-party unity government to revive the bankrupt 
economy by undertaking painful reforms, his office 
said Sunday. Wickremesinghe took office earlier this 
month after public anger over the island nation’s worst 
economic crisis forced his predecessor Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa to flee the country and quit. 

In a meeting Saturday with the influential monks of 
the Temple of the Tooth in Kandy, one of Buddhism’s 
most sacred shrines, Wickremesinghe outlined his 
plans. “As the president, I wish to start a new journey,” 
Wickremesinghe was quoted as telling the monks in 
his first meeting with the powerful Buddhist clergy 
since taking office. 

“I would like to get all the parties together and go 
on that journey as well as to form an all-party gov-
ernment.” He has written to all lawmakers asking 
them to join a unity government. A former opposition 
MP, Wickremesinghe, 73, took up the premiership for 
the sixth time in May after Rajapaksa’s elder brother 
Mahinda resigned and there were no other takers for 
the job. 

Wickremesinghe went onto become the president 
after Gotabaya escaped on July 9 when tens of thou-
sands of protesters angry at the economic crisis 
stormed the presidential palace. He fled to Singapore 

from where he resigned five days later and 
Wickremesinghe became interim president and later 
won a vote in parliament confirming his ascension. 

Sri Lanka’s 22 million people have endured months 
of lengthy blackouts, record inflation and shortages of 
food, fuel and medicines. Since late last year, the coun-
try has run out of foreign exchange to finance even the 
most essential imports. In April, Sri Lanka defaulted on 
its $51 billion foreign debt and opened bailout talks 
with the International Monetary Fund. 

Wickremesinghe told monks that the economy 

would decline further this year with a contraction of 
7.0 percent, but expected a recovery next year. “I am 
working to re-stabilise this economy and build the 
economy in such a way that the country can be devel-
oped by 2023, 2024. 

“It is a difficult task. But if you don’t do it now, it 
will be more difficult. We should think about whether 
we should try to cure the patient by giving medicine or 
let the patient die without giving medicine,” he added. 
He said inflation currently running at 60.8 percent 
could go up further. —AFP 

US maintains  
a policy of  
‘strategic  

ambiguity’

Morocco’s King Mohammed VI

COLOMBO: Anti-government demonstrators shout slogans during a protest in front of the Fort Railway Station in 
Colombo.  —AFP

Congo-Brazzaville  
picks candidates in  
second-round polls 

 
BRAZZAVILLE, Congo: Voters in the Republic of 
Congo were voting Sunday to choose 50 candi-
dates in 25 constituencies in a second round of leg-
islative elections, AFP journalists saw. Opposition 
groups in the country, which is also known as 
Congo-Brazzaville, had denounced the results of the 
first round as fraudulent. 

The Congolese Labour Party (PCT) of President 

Denis Sassou Nguesso won the first round of voting 
on July 10, taking 102 of the 151 seats in the national 
assembly. It still has 14 candidates in a run-off vote. 

The PCT is followed by the Pan-African Union 
for Social Democracy (UPADS), the main opposi-
tion force, which has four deputies and four of its 
candidates are in the run-off. The Union of 
Humanist Democrats (UDH-Yuki) of the late oppo-
sition leader Guy-Brice Parfait Kolelas was able to 
get three candidates elected in the first round and 
seven others are competing this Sunday. 

At the Alphonse Massamba-Debat primary 
school with 18 voting booths, the first voter was 
registered at 7:31 am (0631 GMT). “It’s going well, 
calmly. I have asked my colleagues that the vote 
should take place calmly, transparently and with 

vigilance,” Brunelle Bodo, the head of one polling 
station, told AFP. 

Voting is expected to take place between 7:00 
am and 6:00 pm, according to the official pro-
gramme. There were some signs of logistical chal-
lenges. By 7:45 am the three polling stations at the 
primary school in Moukondo, in the fourth district, 
had not yet opened. 

No list had yet been posted at the polling station, 
where election officials and police were waiting for 
the arrival of its supervisor. Henri Bouka, head of 
the electoral commission, urged the candidates and 
their supporters to remain calm. “All forms of vio-
lence are excluded, verbally or by gesture,” he said. 
The date for the release of the results has not yet 
been set.  —AFP


