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Beyonce, the paradigm-shifting
music royal whose art has long
established her as one of entertain-

ment’s seminal stars, on Friday released
her hotly anticipated album
“Renaissance,” a house-tinged dance
record primed for its summer needle
drop. Six years after she shook the cul-
ture with her powerful visual album
“Lemonade,” Beyonce’s seventh solo stu-
dio work is a pulsating, sweaty collection
of club tracks aimed at liberating a world
consumed by ennui.

Eminently danceable and rife with
nods to disco and EDM history-Queen
Bey interpolates Donna Summer and
Giorgio Moroder along with James Brown
and the archetypal synth line from “Show
Me Love,” the 1990s house smash by
Robin S-the 16-song album is poised to
reign over the season. Prior to releasing
her opus Beyonce had dropped “Break
My Soul” to acclaim, setting the tone for
her house revival that highlighted the
Black, queer and working-class artists
and communities who molded the elec-
tronic dance genre, which first developed
in Chicago in the 1980s.

The megastar has indicated that
“Renaissance” is but the first act of three,

in a project she said she recorded over
the course of three years during the pan-
demic. “Creating this album allowed me a
place to dream and to find escape during
a scary time for the world,” Beyonce on
her website. “It allowed me to feel free
and adventurous in a time when little else

was moving,” she continued. “My inten-
tion was to create a safe place, a place
without judgment. A place to be free of
perfectionism and overthinking.” “A place
to scream, release, feel freedom. It was a
beautiful journey of exploration.”

‘Expansive listening journey’ 
In the weeks preceding the release of

“Renaissance” Beyonce teased the album
with the steady stream of glossy, curated
portraits of herself that over the past
decade have become her signature. But
though she’s received wide praise for
keeping the world of music videos on the
cutting edge, Beyonce put out her latest
record sans visuals (they’re promised at a
later date.)

In a statement her label Parkwood
Entertainment and Columbia Records
lent insight into the decision, saying the
artist “decided to lead without visuals giv-
ing fans the opportunity to be limitless in
their expansive listening journey.”
Beyonce’s soaring vocals have their
place on “Renaissance” but it’s the rhyth-
mic, urgent call to the dance floor that
stands out, with a tapestry of influences
paying homage to pioneers of funk, soul,
rap, house and disco.

“Unique / That’s what you are / Stilettos
kicking vintage crystal off the bar,” she
sings on “Alien Superstar,” which samples
Right Said Fred’s “I’m Too Sexy” in a sonic
ode to voguing, the stylized house dance
that emerged from the Black LGBTQ ball-
room culture of the 1960s.

That song closes by sampling a speech
from Barbara Ann Teer, who founded
Harlem’s National Black Theatre. On
“Virgo’s Groove” Beyonce gets raunchy
with an unabashed sex anthem, adding a
titular nod to her star sign-the Virgo turns
41 on September 4. Along with a smatter-
ing of deep house cuts as well as tributes
to gospel, funk and soul, Beyonce’s col-
laborators on “Renaissance” include Nile
Rodgers, Skrillex, Nigerian singer Tems,
Grace Jones, Pharrell and, of course, her
rap mogul husband Jay-Z.

Album leaks, Beyhive stings 
Beyonce has long bucked music’s con-

ventional wisdom, and is credited with
popularizing the surprise album drop. She
later made waves by releasing
“Lemonade”-the groundbreaking work that
chronicled her own emotional catharsis
following infidelity within a generational
and racial context-first on cable television,

and limiting its streaming availability.
Since “Lemonade” she’s released

“Homecoming,” a live album and film fea-
turing footage from her mythic 2018
Coachella performance, as well as the crit-
ically acclaimed song “Black Parade”-
which dropped amid mass protests ignited
by the police murder of George Floyd.
That song saw the megastar, who first
gained fame as a member of Destiny’s
Child, become the winningest woman ever
at the Grammys with 28, and the gala’s
most decorated singer.

But for all her cultural clout and an
indisputable throne in music’s pantheon,
Beyonce’s songs have not seen the same
commercial dominance as other contem-
porary global stars-her last number one
solo hit was 2008’s “Single Ladies (Put a
Ring on It).” That’s poised to change with
“Renaissance.”

The album’s release saw Queen Bey
return to music business as usual, deploy-
ing pre-sales, a lead single drop, a tracklist
and polished social media fodder. But it
wasn’t without a hitch-in the days prior to
the official release, the album leaked
online. —AFP

This handout photo courtesy of an anonymous shows paramedics (front left and right) treat-
ing two dancers on stage after an overhead video screen fell during a concert by boy band
Mirror at the Hong Kong Coliseum in Hong Kong.  — AFP photos

In this file photo US legend Bob Dylan per-
forms on stage during the 21st edition of the
Vieilles Charrues music festival in Carhaix-
Plouguer, western France. — AFP 

Director of Leisure and Cultural Services Vincent Liu (second left), Secretary for Culture,
Sports and Tourism Kevin Yeung (third left) and Secretary for Labor and Welfare Chris Sun
(fourth left) attend a press conference in Hong Kong.

Esbjorn Svensson
album released
14 years after jazz
legend’s death

Apreviously unreleased solo album by
Swedish jazz legend Esbjorn
Svensson will be released in

November, 14 years after the artist’s death,
his record company said on Thursday.
Titled “HOME.S.”, a play on the pianist’s
initials, the album contains the first known
solo recordings by Esbjorn Svensson,
founder of the Esbjorn Svensson Trio
(e.s.t.). “It’s really the only time, the first
time, that he can be heard solo on a
record,” Michael Gottfried, a representative
of German label ACT, which is producing
the album, told AFP.

The album’s 40 minutes of original music
by Svensson were among recordings found
by his widow, Eva, nearly a decade after his
death. Recorded in the pianist’s home a few
weeks before his sudden death from a scu-
ba diving accident in June 2008, the music
remained untouched on a hard drive which
had been used to back up the musician’s
computer. “So many years after, it’s really
exciting,” Gottfried said. “I think it’s beautiful
and it’s melodic and intimate and it’s very,
very touching.”—AFP

In this file photo Beyonce speaks onstage
during the 58th Annual Grammy music
Awards in Los Angeles. — AFP 

Hong Kong boy
band ends show 
after falling screen
hits dancers

At least two Hong Kong dancers were
injured on Thursday night after
being hit by a falling screen at a

concert of the city’s most popular boy band
Mirror. Footage of the incident circulated
online showed a group of white-clad
dancers performing onstage at the Hong
Kong Coliseum when a giant overhead
video screen fell and crushed a man. The
screen then toppled onto at least one other

person before the remaining performers
rushed to help.

Mirror’s manager Ahfa Wong later took
to the stage to apologize and asked the
audience to leave, according to video clips
circulated online. Two male dancers were
taken to hospital while conscious shortly
after 10:30 pm local time (1430 GMT),
police told AFP. At about midnight, the city’s
Queen Elizabeth Hospital said one man
with a neck injury was in a serious condi-
tion, while another was in a stable condition
after a head injury, Hong Kong media
reported.

The Hong Kong government has halted
Mirror concerts until the stage’s structure is
proven to be safe, Secretary for Culture,
Sports and Tourism Kevin Yeung said in a
late-night statement. Hong Kong’s leader
John Lee said he was shocked by the inci-
dent and has ordered a comprehensive
investigation to assess the safety require-

ments of similar shows to “ensure the safe-
ty of performers, crew and the public”.

Over the past year, Mirror have
emerged as the most popular Cantonese
pop act and are credited with revitalizing
Hong Kong’s local music scene. The 12-
piece’s latest concert series, originally
scheduled to run from July 25 to August 6
at the prestigious Coliseum, was eagerly
anticipated by fans and tickets were quickly
snapped up.

But the shows have been plagued by
technical faults since debuting on Monday,
leading fans to question whether they are
safe. More than 10,000 signed a petition
urging organizers to take better care of per-
formers. On Tuesday night one Mirror
member, Frankie Chan, fell about a meter
off the edge of the stage, though he later
said on social media that he only bruised
his left arm, according to the South China
Morning Post.

Other fan-filmed clips of the concert
showed walkways wobbling under the
weight of performers and some stars miss-
ing their steps in the dimly lit space. Even
before Thursday, government officials had
already contacted the concert organizers
regarding “stage incidents” and demanded
improvements, according to a government
press release.

Photos of the aftermath of Thursday’s
incident showed police, paramedics and
production crew on stage. Concert organiz-
ers Music Nation and MakerVille apolo-
gized in a statement and said they will thor-
oughly investigate the incident. “We are
deeply sorry about the accident and are
very concerned about the situation of the
two people injured,” organizers said, adding
they will provide all necessary assistance to
those hurt. — AFP

Spielberg heads
starry Toronto 
festival line-up
Steven Spielberg, Jennifer Lawrence

and Harry Styles will bring their world
premieres to Toronto, as North

America’s largest film festival signaled a
return to full strength with the unveiling of a
star-studded lineup Thursday. The Toronto
International Film Festival, which bills itself
as “the world’s biggest public film festival”
and has launched countless Oscar winners,
will welcome back A-listers to glamorous red
carpets and exclusive after-parties after two
heavily scaled-back editions during the pan-
demic. Spielberg’s eagerly awaited and
deeply personal “The Fabelmans” will be
among the hottest tickets during the festival,
which begins September 8. Based on the
revered director’s childhood in Arizona,
exploring the family secrets of a young man
with an early passion for filmmaking, the
coming-of-age drama stars Michelle
Williams, Paul Dano and Seth Rogen.

Director Rian Johnson launches “Glass
Onion: A Knives Out Mystery,” a whodunit
sequel from Netflix in which Daniel Craig’s
gentleman sleuth meets a new star-studded
cast including Edward Norton, Ethan Hawke
and Jada Pinkett Smith. Peter Farrelly,
whose 2018 race drama “Green Book”
began its path to Oscars glory at Toronto,
will bring “The Greatest Beer Run Ever,”
another world premiere. Zac Efron plays a
merchant seaman who travels to Vietnam in
the 1960s to deliver a case of beer to his
army buddies, alongside co-stars Bill Murray
and Russell Crowe.

TIFF is a key part of the fall festival line-
up, along with Venice and Telluride, at which
movies hoping to build early Oscars
momentum typically hold lavish premieres.
Toronto’s annual People’s Choice Award
has become an increasingly accurate
Oscars bellwether, predicting eventual best
picture winners such as “Nomadland,” which
took home the Academy Award in 2021, and
“Green Book.”

Last year, organizers held a reduced in-
person event over Covid-19 fears, while a
year earlier the festival took place almost
entirely online. Stars expected to return to
the Toronto red carpets this year include
Oscar winners Jessica Chastain and Eddie
Redmayne-in “The Good Nurse”-and pop
mega-star Harry Styles, who plays a closet-
ed 1950s cop in “My Policeman.”

Jennifer Lawrence stars in “Causeway,”
a drama about a solider suffering from a
traumatic brain injury, while Viola Davis
plays “The Woman King,” and Nicolas Cage
appears in “Butcher’s Crossing.” Ewan
McGregor and Hawke will feature in the
world premiere of “Raymond & Ray,” pro-
duced by Alfonso Cuaron for Apple which-
fresh from its historic best picture win with
“CODA”-is also bringing a Sidney Poitier
documentary produced by Oprah Winfrey.

“Sidney” will feature Halle Berry, Morgan
Freeman, Denzel Washington and Quincy
Jones. Billy Eichner’s “Bros”-billed as the
first gay rom-com from a major studio-will
have a splashy first showing, as will movie
mogul Tyler Perry’s “A Jazzman’s Blues.”
Additionally the festival will play host to sev-
eral major movies expected to premiere
weeks earlier at other festivals, including
Sam Mendes’ “Empire of Light,” Darren
Aronofsky’s “The Whale,” and “Women
Talking” starring Frances McDormand. TIFF
runs from September 8-18.— AFP 

Johnny Depp on Thursday sold a col-
lection of prints he created of
Hollywood and rock icons for around

£3 million via a UK gallery chain. The 59-
year-old “Pirates of the Caribbean” star has
spent millions on a bitter legal battle with
his ex-wife, the 36-year-old actress Amber
Heard. Depp wrote on Instagram on
Thursday morning that the prints were
going on sale online at Castle Fine Art,
which runs a network of UK galleries. The
art retailer posted a photo of Depp working
on a portrait of singer Bob Dylan. It said
that the collection of prints called “Friends
& Heroes” was “a testament to those he
has known well and others who have
inspired him as a person”.

The gallery quoted Depp as saying: “My
paintings surround my life, but I kept them
to myself and limited myself. No one
should ever limit themselves.” The works
depict Dylan, the late actress Elizabeth
Taylor, actor Al Pacino and Rolling Stone
Keith Richards.

The gallery chain later posted a tweet

saying that “Johnny Depp broke the inter-
net” and its website had crashed due to
demand. All the prints were marked as “out
of stock” by Thursday evening. There were
780 pieces of art. Buyers paid £14,950 for
a set of all four framed prints or £3,950 for
a single print.

Depp in June won an award of $10 mil-
lion in a defamation case against Heard in
the United States, while she won $2 million
in damages after counter-suing. Heard is
appealing against the verdict of the jury tri-
al, which was live-streamed to millions and
featured lurid and intimate details about the
former couple’s private lives. Depp previ-
ously lost a libel case against the British
tabloid The Sun in London in 2020 for call-
ing him a “wife-beater”.

In another creative venture, the actor
this month released an album with English
rocker Jeff Beck. The record has been
poorly reviewed by critics but broke into the
top 40 in the UK.—AFP 

Bob Dylan 
accuser drops sex
abuse lawsuit
Awoman who sued Bob Dylan for

allegedly sexually abusing her when
she was 12 has dropped her case,

just after the folk-rock artist’s legal team
accused her of destroying evidence. In
August of last year the plaintiff, who
remains unnamed and was identified only
as J.C., had filed a suit alleging that Dylan
abused her over a six-week period
between April and May of 1965.

It alleged Dylan “exploited his status as
a musician” to provide “alcohol and drugs

and sexually abuse her multiple times” at
the famed Chelsea hotel in Manhattan. The
suit also accused Dylan, who turned 81 in
May, of physically threatening the girl. At
the time a spokesperson for Dylan, who
was born Robert Zimmerman, had dubbed
the accusation “untrue.”

In a letter Dylan’s legal team filed with
the federal court on Wednesday, they
accused the plaintiff of deleting important
text messages, and suggested that “mone-
tary sanctions” were necessary. On
Thursday Dylan’s lawyers said the plaintiff
had dropped the case. Lawyers for the
plaintiff did not immediately respond to an
AFP request for comment. “This case is
over,” said Dylan’s lead counsel, Orin
Snyder, in a statement given to AFP. “It is
outrageous that it was ever brought in the
first place. —AFP

In this file photo Swedish pianist Esbjorn
Svensson performs during a concert at the
27th Vitoria Jazz Festival, in the Spanish
northern city of Vitoria. — AFP 


