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Porto win Portuguese 
Super Cup for 23rd time 
 
AVEIRO: League champions Porto won the 
Portuguese Super Cup for the 23rd time on 
Saturday with a 3-0 victory over second division 
Tondela. Iranian international striker Medhi Taremi 
scored twice with Brazilian Evanilson adding the 
third. The Super Cup was a repeat of the 
Portuguese Cup final played at the end of last sea-
son which Porto won 3-1 against a Tondela team 
who were relegated from the top flight.  —AFP 
 
 
Leverkusen tripped up by third 
division side in German Cup 
 
MUNICH: Bundesliga heavyweights Bayer 
Leverkusen were bundled out of the German Cup 
in Saturday’s first round by third division SV 
Elversberg. Leverkusen qualified for the 
Champions League on the back of finishing third to 
Bayern Munich last season but their bid for only a 
second Cup title in their long history fell apart at 
the first hurdle. They went behind in the second 
minute, and Patrik Schick’s goal in the penultimate 
minute came too late to save them from a 4-3 
defeat. Another Bundesliga side Cologne suffered 
the same fate as Leverkusen, losing 4-3 on penal-
ties at second division Regensburg after the two 
sides were locked together at 2-2 after extra-time. 
The stars of Saturday’s Cup action were the 
Stuttgarter Kickers after the fifth-tier minnows 
progressed to the second round following a 2-0 
defeat of Greuther Fuerth, demoted from the 
Bundesliga last season.  —AFP 
 
 
Yankees’ Judge becomes second 
fastest to 200 career home runs 
 
NEW YORK: New York Yankees star Aaron Judge 
became the second-fastest player in Major League 
Baseball history to reach 200 career home runs 
when he belted his 42nd of the season in an 8-2 win 
over the Kansas City Royals on Saturday. Judge’s 
364-foot, two-run blast off Royals pitcher Jonathan 
Heasley in the second inning made him the first 
Yankee to hit 42 home runs before August 1 — 
breaking a tie with legendary Babe Ruth who hit 41 
through July 31 in 1928. Judge’s 200th career homer 
came in his 671st major league game. Only Ryan 
Howard reached the milestone quicker, in 658 
games. “Excited to get that one out of the way,” 
Judge said. “I feel like the big numbers, it’s always 
tough to get past those. To get that out of the way, 
plus a win, is pretty sweet.” Judge has six homers in 
his last six games — nine in 10 games since the All-
Star break. With 91 runs-batted-in this season, he 
has driven in 21 of the Yankees’ last 45 runs. DJ 
LeMahieu and Matt Carpenter also hit homers for 
the Yankees, who notched a third straight win after 
dropping two games to the New York Mets.  —AFP

Australian swim star McKeon, N Zealand  
cyclists dazzle at Commonwealths

‘It’s a privilege, I feel fulfilled anyway and everything here is just a bonus’
BIRMINGHAM: Emma McKeon needs just one 
more title to break the record for most Australian 
Commonwealth Games golds after yet another win 
in the pool on Saturday as New Zealand dominat-
ed on the cycling track. McKeon, 28, swam the 
anchor leg as Australia won the women’s 4x100 
metres relay to put her alongside Ian Thorpe, 
Susie O’Neill and Leisel Jones on 10 gold medals. 

“It’s nice to do that 10th one in a relay,” she 
told Australia’s Channel 7. “It’s kind of all a bit of a 
blur, I guess. It’s been over a long time. I mean my 
first one was 2014 and I was so young.” Scotland’s 
Duncan Scott avenged his Olympic defeat at the 
hands of his fr iend Tom Dean. Scott beat 
England’s Dean in a thrilling men’s 200m freestyle 
duel, pulling away from the Olympic champion in 
the final 50m to win in a time of 1min 45.02sec. 

The 25-year-old returned to the pool to take 
bronze in the 400m individual medley behind 
New Zealand gold medallist Lewis Clareburt, who 
won in a time of 4:08.70. South Africa’s Lara van 
Niekerk won the women’s 50m freestyle while 
compatriot Pieter Coetze triumphed in the men’s 
100m backstroke. 

New Zealand dominated the track cycling 
events at the Lee Valley VeloPark in London, win-
ning three of the four titles on offer. Aaron Gate 
won the men’s 4,000-metre pursuit, with compa-
triot Tom Sexton taking silver. 

Bryony Botha won the women’s 3,000m indi-
vidual pursuit and Ellesse Andrews took gold in 
the women’s sprint, beating Canada’s Olympic 
champion Kelsey Mitchell. For both Gate and 
Andrews it was their second gold of the Games. 

“My grandma and my grandad love coming to 
watch racing,” said Andrews. “This is my first elite 
result in front of them because they weren’t able 

to come to Tokyo (Olympics). “To be able to go 
and give them a big cuddle afterwards, I can’t 
even explain how special that is.” 

Gate and Andrews had waited just 24 hours to 
add to their gold collection — a blink of an eye 
compared to the 56 years it has taken a Trinidad 
and Tobago athlete to stand on top of the track 
cycling podium. 

Nicholas Paul, 23, was the man to end the long 
wait since Roger Gibbon won two gold medals in 
Kingston, Jamaica, in 1966, storming home to win 
the keirin. “To be able to race in London again, go 
to my second Commonwealth Games and to earn 
a gold medal is unbelievable,” he said. 

 
‘Taken aback’  

The track athletics does not get under way until 
Tuesday but the marathons served as an appetis-
er. Victor Kiplangat marked himself down as a tal-
ent for the future on a bigger stage in delivering 
Uganda’s f irst-ever Commonwealth Games 
marathon gold. 

The 22-year-old even overcame a moment of 
confusion in going the wrong way inside the final 
mile and still had over a minute to spare over his 
nearest rival Alphonce Tibu of Tanzania. “The 
people riding the motorcycles were confusing 
me,” he said. “They told me to turn back. 

“I believe Uganda is proud of me today. We 
have been waiting for this.” Jessica Stenson has 
been wait ing eight years to be crowned 
Commonwealth marathon champion and the 
plucky Australian finally experienced it after two 
successive bronzes. 

The 34-year-old showed few signs of a recent 
bout of COVID-19 as she came home on her own 
and said having had a child had changed her per-

spective on life. “I am doing this because I can,” 
she said. 

“It’s a privilege. I feel fulfilled anyway and 
everything here is just a bonus.” Hosts England, 
l i fted by vociferous home support, won the 
women’s team gymnastics title to go with their tri-
umph in the men’s event. 

But the support was not just for English ath-

letes as Indian weightlifter Mirabai Chanu found 
to her surprise as she won the 49kg category for 
her second successive title. “Every athlete wants 
the crowd to back them and roar for them and I 
was taken aback that there was such a huge 
Indian presence in Birmingham,” she said. “They 
were roaring their lungs out for me, and it pepped 
me on.”  —AFP

43 female athletes  
included in partial  
professionalism system 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Member of Kuwait Olympic Committee 
Board of Directors Fatima Hayat said “43 female ath-
letes will be included in the “partial professionalism” 
system for 2022-2023, representing nine federations 
for the first time in the history of Kuwait’s sport, and 
this is with the second phase of partial professional-
ism that was declared by Acting Public Authority for 
Sport Director Dr Saqer Al-Mulla last week. 

Hayat, also the Chairwoman of the women com-
mittee at KOC said partial professionalism for next 
season will include five athletics players, four in 
table tennis, two weight lifters, and the same in 
swimming, boxing, fencing, squash and four in 

Karate, that in addition to approved numbers at the 
shooting sport club and the disabled, and 20 players 
from Kuwait National Futsal team. 

Hayat said “we congratulate the players for get-
ting their rights after a long wait and may seasons 
of serious efforts and continued achievements.” 

She said we hope partial professionalism will 
next include the largest possible number of club 
players of team games in addition to other sport. 

Fatima Hayat said the inclusion of 43 female ath-
letes from nine federations in partial professionalism 
comes as an implementation of KOC strategy, and 
fulfilment of one of the most important goal which is 
to develop women’s sport in cooperation with 
Public Authority for Sport, adding a new achieve-
ment to women’s sport. This will support her distin-
guished role locally and positive presence in the 
coming continental and international events. 

She thanked KOC and its President Sheikh Fahad 
Al-Nasser, PAS acting director Dr Saqer Al-Mulla 
for their support of all games. She also thanked 
members of the women sports committee at KOC. Fatima Hayat 

Finau, Pendrith  
share PGA Tour  
lead in Detroit 

 
LOS ANGELES: Taylor Pendrith birdied four of 
the last five holes in a six-under par 66 on 
Saturday to head into the final round of the PGA 
Tour Rocket Mortgage Classic tied for the lead 
alongside Tony Finau. 

Canada’s Pendrith, chasing a first US PGA Tour 
title, started the day with a one-shot lead. He had 
eight birdies to overcome a pair of bogeys in a six-
under par 66 that pulled him level with Finau on 21-
under par 195 at Detroit Golf Club. The leading duo 
were four shots clear of their nearest rival, Cameron 
Young, who followed up his course record-equalling 
63 of Friday with a seven-under par 65 for 199. 

“Obviously he made a ton of birdies and I fin-
ished the round with a lot of birdies, so it was fun,” 
Pendrith said of his pairing with Finau. “We were 
going back and forth. Tony bombs it off the tee and 
I hit it far as well, so it was fun, kind of similar 
games I guess, and we attacked it very well.” 

Finau, seeking his second title in as many weeks 
after his victory in the 3M Open last Sunday, had 
seven birdies, the first a 20-footer at the second 
hole. Birdies at the third seventh and eighth saw him 
make the turn at 18-under, and he added three more 
coming in at the 10th, 14th and 17th. 

Finau had a chance to maintain a one-shot lead 
at the last hole, but couldn’t get his six-foot birdie 
putt to drop. Pendrith, meanwhile, drained a nine-
footer to cap a late surge that started with a 15-foot 
birdie at the 14th. 

He followed with birdies at the 15th and 16th. 
Pendrith had gotten off to a quick start with a six-
foot birdie at the first and rolled in a 16-footer at 

the fourth. But his birdies at six and eight were fol-
lowed by bogeys at nine and 13 that opened the 
door for Finau. 

“It was nice,” Finau said of his round. “No 
bogeys up to this point on the scorecard in the 
tournament, which is nice. “I think it’s a golf course 
that yields some birdies. You’ll have some looks, but 
to not make any mistakes to this point is nice and I 
think that’s the main reason I’ve kind of found 
myself on top of the leaderboard.” 

Finau said the back and forth with playing part-
ner Pendrith was energizing. “It was nice to have 

that type of energy and looks like we’ll run it back 
tomorrow,” he said. 

“I can’t say (we) pulled away from the guys — 
this is the type of golf course where someone can 
shoot eight-, nine-, 10-under — but if we put 
together a good round tomorrow, might be a two-
man race and I’m looking forward to the challenge 
again.” Young certainly thought they would be 
hard to catch. 

“I would love to be closer,” he said. “Those 
guys are playing some great golf... we’ll be chasing 
all day tomorrow.”  —AFP

BIRMINGHAM, United Kingdom: Australia’s Emma McKeon reacts after the women’s 100m backstroke swimming semi-
final at the Sandwell Aquatics Centre, on day two of the Commonwealth Games in Birmingham, central England.  —AFP

DETROIT: Taylor Pendrith of Canada plays his shot from the 16th tee during the third round of the Rocket Mortgage 
Classic at Detroit Golf Club in Detroit, Michigan.  —AFP

Ex-F1 race director 
Masi reveals death  
threats, ‘vile’ abuse 

 
SYDNEY: Axed Formula One race director Michael 
Masi Sunday revealed he was bombarded with “vile” 
abuse and death threats after his stunning call that cost 
Lewis Hamilton an eighth world title. The 44-year-old 
was removed from the high-profile job over his man-
agement of the season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 
last year and quit the sport’s governing body FIA this 
month to return home to Australia. 

He told Sydney’s Daily Telegraph he feared for 
his life after the sequence of events that led to Red 

Bull’s Max Verstappen passing Hamilton to deprive 
the Mercedes star of another crown. “There were 
some dark days,” Masi said in his first substantive 
interview since. 

“And absolutely, I felt like I was the most hated man 
in the world. I got death threats. People saying, they 
were going to come after me and my family. “I still 
remember walking down the street in London a day or 
two later. I thought I was OK until I started looking 
over my shoulder,” he added. 

“I was looking at people wondering if they were 
going to get me.” Masi called in the safety car for the 
final lap in Abu Dhabi, then controversially allowed the 
backmarkers between race leader Hamilton and 
Verstappen to unlap themselves. 

That led to a one-lap shoot-out between the Briton 
and the Dutchman, who with fresh tyres on his Red Bull 
car had a huge advantage which he exploited to pick 

off Hamilton and seal the title. Mercedes and Red Bull 
had both put pressure on Masi to make decisions which 
would have helped their driver, with the former left 
incensed as they believed he followed their rivals’ sug-
gestions. They threatened legal action with Hamilton so 
disillusioned there were fears he would walk away from 
the sport.  

 
‘Shocking’  

Masi can’t talk about the decision due to non-dis-
closure agreements with the FIA, the newspaper 
reported, but he said the following months were hellish. 
“I was confronted with hundreds of messages,” he said. 

“And they were shocking. Racist, abusive, vile, they 
called me every name under the sun. And there were 
death threats. “And they kept on coming. Not just on 
my Facebook but also on my LinkedIn, which is sup-
posed to be a professional platform for business. It was 

the same type of abuse.” 
The Australian said he tried to ignore them, but they 

impacted his mental health. “I didn’t go and talk to a 
professional. With the benefit of hindsight, I probably 
should have,” he said, adding that the FIA was aware of 
the abuse, “but I think I downplayed it all to everyone 
including them”. 

Masi decided to leave the FIA a fortnight ago after 
three years as Formula 1 race director and safety dele-
gate following his appointment after the sudden pass-
ing of Charlie Whiting in 2019. “It took me a while to 
process it all,” he said of the Abu Dhabi fallout. 

“But at the end of the day I thought it was best for 
me to come back home and be close to my support 
network.” Since the Abu Dhabi race, the FIA 
announced measures to ease the pressure on the race 
director and also altered the mode of communicating 
with him.  —AFP


