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BERLIN: Sadio Mane opened his competitive goal-
scoring account for Bayern Munich as the Bundesliga 
champions defeated Leipzig 5-3 to capture the 
German Super Cup for a 10th time on Saturday. The 
African Player of the Year, who ended a six-year stint 
at Liverpool to move to Bavaria in the summer, also 
had two goals ruled out for offside in the game 
played at Leipzig’s Red Bull Arena. 

“I’m really happy to win my first game and first tro-
phy. You can’t complain. I’m really happy to be part of 
this great club,” said Mane. 
Bayern coach Julian 
Nagelsmann insisted his 
team deserved the victory. 
“We did very well in the 
first half but from the 60th 
minute you could see that 
we were running out of 
steam,” he said. “We’ve only 
been in training for 19 days, 
you shouldn’t forget that. 
We deserved to win, there’s 
no question about that.” 

Senegalese star Mane was on target on the half-
hour mark for his team’s second goal in the German 
season curtain-raiser. Jamal Musiala played a perfect 
pass to unlock the Leipzig offside trap and release 
Serge Gnabry whose pass across the front of goal 
was tapped home by Mane. 

Bayern, beginning a new era after the departure of 
star striker Robert Lewandowski to Barcelona, had 

taken the lead after 14 minutes thanks to Musiala 
getting the better of Leipzig’s Hungarian goalkeeper 
Peter Gulacsi. 

The impressive Musiala was at the heart of 
Bayern’s third goal on the stroke of half-time when 
the teenager’s astute pass was drilled home by 
French international Benjamin Pavard. Marcel 
Halstenberg headed in on the hour as Leipzig cut the 
deficit but it only took Bayern five minutes to restore 
their three-goal advantage. 

Thomas Mueller had a 
shot only half saved by 
Gulacsi and Gnabry was 
quickest to react to the 
loose ball to make the 
score 4-1. Another new 
signing Ryan Gravenberch, 
who arrived from Ajax, 
came on to replace 
Mueller for Bayern before 
Mane had a goal ruled out 
by VAR for offside. 

In an end-to-end sec-
ond half, Leipzig grabbed their second goal of the 
evening courtesy of a Christopher Nkunku penalty 
after Dani Olmo had been brought down in the area. 
As the clock ticked down, Bayern brought on anoth-
er new signing in Dutch center-back Matthijs de 
Ligt who joined from Juventus for 67 million euros 
($68.2 million). 

With six minutes left, Mane had a second goal ruled 

out, again for offside, before Spanish international 
Olmo pulled another goal back for Leipzig in the 89th 
minute after a quick breakaway. Bayern then had to 
survive a few nervy moments as Leipzig pushed for a 

fourth but Leroy Sane wrapped up the game with his 
team’s fifth goal in the eighth minute of stoppage time. 
Bayern Munich begin the defense of their Bundesliga 
title away to Eintracht Frankfurt next Friday.  —AFP

Mane opens Bayern account 
in German Super Cup triumph

Bundesliga champs cruise to 10th Super Cup title

 

De Minaur rallies 
to book Atlanta final 
against Brooksby 

 
WASHINGTON: Third-seeded Alex de Minaur 
fought back from a set down for a second straight 
match on Saturday, downing Ilya Ivashka 5-7, 6-2, 
6-2 to reach the final of the ATP Atlanta Open. De 
Minaur lined up a title clash with sixth-seeded 
Jenson Brooksby, who beat fourth-seeded fellow 
American Frances Tiafoe 6-1, 6-4. 

De Minaur, whose five ATP titles include a vic-
tory in Atlanta in 2019, is in his first final of 2022. 
After battling back from a set down to beat Adrian 
Mannarino in the quarter-finals, the Australian 
again surrendered the first set after a lengthy rain 
delay at 5-5. 

“I just found a way to get through,” said de 
Minaur, who saved two break points to open both 
the second and third sets before going on to take 
control. “It wasn’t an ideal start but these things 
happen,” he said. “You adapt, you move on and try 
to do the best that you can.” 

Brooksby took control early against Tiafoe, 
surging to a 3-0 lead on the way to pocketing the 
first set. Brooksby grabbed another early break in 
the second set and didn’t face a break point until he 
was serving for the match. 

That decisive game went to deuce five times, but 
Brooksby put it away on his sixth match point to 
reach his third career ATP final and second of 2022 
after his runner-up performance in Dallas. “I came 
out really fired up,” Brooksby said. “I think I kept it 
up in the second, then he started competing, started 
playing better... I was a little nervous there (at the 
end of) the second set.” 

Marie Bouzkova claimed the first WTA title of 
her career at home in Prague on Sunday, sweeping 
past Russia’s Anastasia Potapova in straight sets. 
The eighth-seed won through 6-0, 6-3 against her 
opponent, seeded seventh, to lift the trophy in her 
fourth final after runner-up finishes at Guadalajara, 
Mexico this season, Melbourne last year and 
Monterrey in 2020. The player from Prague 
becomes the fifth Czech to win the hard-court tour-
nament which debuted at tour-level in 2015, joining 
Karolina Pliskova, Lucie Safarova, —AFP 

LEIPZIG: Bayern Munich’s Senegalese forward Sadio Mane lifts the trophy after the German Supercup football match 
between RB Leipzig and FC Bayern Munich in Leipzig, on July 30, 2022.  —AFP

PSV down Ajax 
to lift Dutch 
Super Cup 

 
AMSTERDAM: PSV Eindhoven defeated Ajax 5-3 to 
lift the Dutch Super Cup at the Johan Cruyff ArenA in 
Amsterdam on Saturday with both giants of the Dutch 
Eredivisie under new management. Ruud van 
Nistelrooy took over PSV in May, while Dutch cham-
pions Ajax are now coached by Alfred Schreuder, who 
succeeded Erik ten Hag, the new manager of van 
Nistelrooy’s former club Manchester United. 

A hat-trick from Guus Til with contributions from 
Cody Gakpo and the new teenaged recruit from Paris 
Saint-Germain Xavi Simons secured PSV their 13th 
Super Cup. Ajax’s Steven Bergwijn, signed from 
Tottenham Hotspur for a Dutch record 31 million euros 
this summer, opened the scoring after quarter of an 
hour, with Til handing PSV a 2-1 lead at half-time. 

Ajax were back level on 54 minutes courtesy of 
their Brazilian winger Antony before being caught 
out by goals from Gakpo and Til’s third after the 
hour mark. This meeting of the Dutch league’s great-

est rivals lived up to all its hype as Ajax set up a 
tense ending thanks to a sublime half-volley by 
Mohammed Kudus. 

But Ajax, reduced to 10-men after the sending off of 
Calvin Ughelumba with 11 minutes left on the clock, 

were unable to pull off their fight back as Simons com-
pleted PSV’s victory with their fifth goal seconds from 
the end. Van Nistelrooy’s first match in charge augured 
well for next week’s Champions League third qualify-
ing round tie at Monaco.  —AFP

Bayern begin 
Bundesliga title 
defense Friday

AMSTERDAM: PSV Eindhoven team players lift the trophy after beating Ajax 5-3 to win the 26th Johan Cruijff Shield 
match, between PSV Eindhoven and Ajax Amsterdam, during the Dutch Super Cup at the Johan Cruyff Arena in 
Amsterdam, on July 30, 2022.  —AFP

Norwich beaten on 
Championship return 

 
LONDON: Norwich made a losing start on their 
return to English football’s Championship on 
Saturday as they were beaten 1-0 away to 
Cardiff in a match where both sides had a player 
sent off. The Canaries were relegated from the 
Premier League last season after finishing bot-
tom of the table, but with many pundits predict-
ing they will bounce straight back up. 

They fell behind in the Welsh capital early in 
the second half when Romaine Sawyers scored 
from 25 yards on his  Cardi f f  debut . The 
Bluebirds, however, were reduced to 10 men 
when Perry Ng was sent off for a second book-
able offence. 

Norwich could not capitalize on an advantage 
that, in any case, lasted a mere 12 minutes before 
captain Grant Hanley was dismissed for a second 
yellow card. “We lacked quality in the final third 
that cost us the game,” said Norwich manager 

Dean Smith. “There were some pleasing things in 
the game, but it’s not a good start to not get any 
points.” 

Millwall made a strong start to the new season 
as teenage center-half Charlie Cresswell marked 
his debut by scoring twice in a 2-0 win over 
Stoke. Hull came from behind to defeat Bristol 
City 2-1 thanks to Ozan Tufan’s second-half 
penalty and Jean Michael Seri’s deflected stop-
page-time strike after Andreas Weimann had put 
the Robins in front. 

Lewis Travis secured a 1-0 win for Blackburn 
over QPR 1-0, with Blackpool defeating Reading 
by the same score thanks to Callum Connolly’s 
ninth-minute goal. Swansea came from behind to 
draw 1-1  away to promoted Rotherham. 
Chiedozie Ogbene gave Rotherham, second in 
League One last season, the lead 16 minutes in 
before Harry Darling equalized before half-time. 

Middlesbrough and West Brom also shared 
the spoils in a 1-1 draw at the Riverside. Isaiah 
Jones gave Boro a 10th-minute lead but West 
Brom boss Steve Bruce saw one of his new sign-
ings, John Swift, equalise five minutes after the 

break, after being played in a cross from another 
in  Jed Wal lace. “The addit ion of  Swift  and 
Wallace in particular helped us,” Bruce said. “We 
were bottom six last season for goals scored. We 
needed to address that.” 

Wigan, the League One champions last sea-
son, gained a point with a goalless draw against 
Preston, who had Ched Evans sent off late on, 
while the match between Luton and Birmingham 
also ended 0-0. Friday’s opening match of the 
new season saw Vincent Kompany’s first compet-
itive game as Burnley manager end in a 1-0 win 
away to Huddersfield. 

The former Manchester City captain was 
appointed as the permanent successor to the 
long-serving Sean Dyche last month following 
Burnley’s relegation from the Premier League. 
On-loan Chelsea winger Ian Maatsen marked 
his debut with the only goal of the game. “A lot 
is being made of the style we will be playing 
th is  season ,”  sa id  former  Ander lecht  boss 
Kompany. “But we are still Burnley and Burnley 
will always be about hard work and I saw that in 
this game.”  —AFP


