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LEICESTER: Liverpool’s team players celebrate with the trophy after winning the English FA Community Shield football match between Liverpool and Manchester City at the King Power Stadium in Leicester on July 30, 2022.  —AFP

Nunez outshines Haaland as Liverpool 
beat Man City to Community Shield

Benzema, Asensio on 
target as Real Madrid 
down Juve in friendly 

 
LOS ANGELES: Karim Benzema converted an early 
penalty and Marco Asensio added a second-half insur-
ance goal as Real Madrid beat Juventus 2-0 in a pre-
season friendly at California’s Rose Bowl on Saturday. 

With his eye on Real Madrid’s European Super 
Cup clash with Eintracht Frankfurt in 10 days, coach 
Carlo Ancelotti started the same lineup that beat 
Liverpool in the Champions League final in May. They 
produced the first victory of Real Madrid’s United 
States tour, after a 1-0 loss to La Liga rivals 
Barcelona in Las Vegas and a 2-2 draw against 
Mexico’s Club America in San Francisco. 

Spectators were still trickling into the stands when 
French star Benzema had a goal disallowed just eight 
seconds into the contest, Uruguay’s Federico Valverde’s 
through ball catching him offside. Juventus had their 
best chance of the match in the 13th minute, but 
Leonardo Bonucci’s direct free kick hit the crossbar. 

Benzema opened the scoring with a penalty in the 
19th, crisply firing into the bottom left corner after 
Juventus’ Danilo brought down fellow Brazilian Vinicius 
Junior with a sloppy move in the penalty area. Pressing 
hard to put the match to bed after the interval, Real 
Madrid were thwarted by Juventus goalkeeper Mattia 
Perin, who denied a sharply angled shot by Daniel 
Carvajal before soaring to stop a long-range left-footed 
blast from Benzema in the 62nd minute. 

Two minutes later, Benzema was among the depart-
ing players as Ancelotti made nine substitutions. He 
received an ecstatic cheer from the largely pro-Real 
crowd of 93,702 at the Rose Bowl, the picturesque sta-
dium tucked into the foothills northeast of Los Angeles 
that was the venue for the 1994 World Cup final. 

Asensio was among the substitutes, and quickly 
made an impression, sweeping a cross from the left by 
Jesus Vallejo into the net with his left foot. It was 
enough to seal the win in a match in which Juventus 
barely tested Real Madrid goalkeeper Thibaut 
Courtois.  —AFP

PASADENA: Glieson Bremer #3 of Juventus controls 
the ball against Karim Benzema #9 of Real Madrid 
during the first half of their friendly soccer match at 
the Rose Bowl on July 30, 2022 in Pasadena, 
California.  —AFP

LEICESTER: Liverpool struck first blood against 
Manchester City ahead of the new Premier League 
season as Darwin Nunez made an instant impact for 
Jurgen Klopp’s men to win the Community Shield 3-1 
on Saturday. In a tale of two big summer signings, 
Nunez came off the bench to win a penalty and 
score his first goal since a 75-million euro ($77 mil-
lion) move from Benfica, while Erling Haaland had a 
City debut to forget. 

“He’s good,” said Klopp on Nunez, who has been 
criticized for his pre-season performances. “Today 
we played the smart passes. We saw Darwin in dan-
gerous situations. He used the spaces and finished 
well too. “All the subs made a real difference. It was 
the most important thing I learned today, that the 
boys are ready.” 

Trent Alexander-Arnold’s blistering strike gave 
Liverpool a deserved half-time lead in Leicester. But 
it was City’s other new forward who hauled Pep 
Guardiola’s men back into the game after the break as 
Julian Alvarez equalized. 

Tying down Mohamed Salah to a new three-year 
deal was Liverpool’s other major piece of summer 
business and the Egyptian was deadly from the 
penalty spot after Nunez’s header was handled by 
Ruben Dias. 

The Uruguayan then got his own glory moment by 

stooping to head home in stoppage time before tear-
ing off his shirt in celebration. Victory saw Liverpool 
win the traditional season curtain-raiser for the first 
time since 2006 and lay down an early marker in what 
is expected to be another battle between the sides for 
the Premier League title. 

City held off the Reds to win the Premier League 
for a fourth time in five years by a point in a thrilling 
finale to last season. Guardiola’s men had to come 
from 2-0 down on the final day of the campaign to 
beat Aston Villa and were again guilty of a slow start. 

Salah was the provider for the opening goal as he 
laid Thiago Alcantara’s crossfield pass back to the 
edge of the box and Alexander-Arnold smashed in 
off the post with the aid of a slight deflection off 
Dias. City had played just two pre-season friendlies 
to Liverpool’s four and took half an hour to find 
their feet. 

 
Haaland howler 

Haaland was denied by Liverpool stand-in goal-
keeper Adrian with his first sight of goal. However, the 
Norwegian should have opened his City account 
moments later as he failed to properly connect with 
Joao Cancelo’s inviting cross. “It’s good for him to see 
the reality of the new country, new league,” said 
Guardiola on Haaland’s first taste of English football. 

“He was there. Today he didn’t score - another day he 
will score.” 

Nunez was given his chance to shine on the hour 
mark, but fluffed his first big chance when Ederson 
prevailed in a one-on-one. At the other end, City’s 
new South American striker also got his career in 
England off to a flying start. 

Alvarez’s arrival at the Etihad has gone under the 
radar in the hype surrounding Haaland. But the 
Argentine, who scored six goals in one Copa 
Libertadores match in May, is also regarded as one of 
the world’s most exciting young forwards. 

Alvarez was quickest to react to the rebound after 
Adrian saved Phil Foden’s initial effort and the goal 
stood after a VAR review for offside. It needed anoth-
er the intervention of VAR for Liverpool to restore 
their lead seven minutes from time. 

Referee Craig Pawson pointed to the spot after 
seeing a replay of Nunez’s header coming back off the 
arm of Dias. Salah was deadly as ever from 12 yards 
as he drilled into the bottom corner despite Ederson 
going the right way. 

Nunez then ended any doubt over the result when 
he pounced on Andy Robertson’s header across goal. 
But  City ’s  miserable day did not  end there as 
Haaland hit the bar with the goal gaping deep in 
stoppage time.  —AFP

Barcelona beat NY 
Red Bulls to cap 
unbeaten US tour 

 
HARRISON: Ousmane Dembele and Memphis Depay lift-
ed Barcelona to a 2-0 victory over the New York Red Bulls 
on Saturday as the Spanish giants finished their four-match 
friendly tour of the United States unbeaten. French winger 
Dembele fired Barcelona ahead after 40 minutes before a 
sellout crowd of 25,252 at Red Bull Arena. 

Depay made it 2-0 in the 87th minute — five minutes 
after the Red Bulls were reduced to 10 men when Daniel 
Edelman was sent off for a wild sliding tackle on Pablo 
Torre. While newly signed striker Robert Lewandowski 
remains in search of his first goal for Barcelona, the club 
heads back to Spain having racked up three wins and a 
draw in four friendlies, Saturday’s victory following a 6-0 
win over Inter Miami, a 1-0 triumph over La Liga rivals Real 
Madrid and a 2-2 draw with Juventus. 

French winger Dembele opened the scoring with his third 
goal in two matches. From a pass by Raphinha he unleashed a 
right-footed blast into the bottom right corner of Carlos 
Coronel’s net. Depay struck in the 87th, capitalizing on a Red 
Bulls defensive mixup to slot the ball into an empty net. 
Lewandowski, signed from Bayern Munich for around 50 million 
euros was formally introduced as a Barca player at the start of 
the tour in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The Polish striker was clear-
ly pushing to open his Barcelona account in the first half, but 
failed to connect on a spate of attempts. 

That included a header over the bar in the 17th minute 
and a 20th-minute attempt in which he escaped a trio of 
defenders to unleash a shot that was also over the bar. In 

the 25th minute, Dembele broke free down the right side to 
set up Lewandowski, but Coronel easily gathered in his 
shot. Coronel had to work harder in the 30th to deflect 
another attempt from Lewandowski. 

A lively Red Bulls side had a smattering of chances, 
notably two headers from Sean Nealis that both went wide. 
But the hosts, in the midst of an MLS Cup playoff push, 

changed their entire 11 for the second half. 
A handful of halftime changes for Barcelona didn’t 

include Lewandowski, but he didn’t have any more luck in 
the second half as substitute keeper Ryan Meara denied him 
twice before he departed in the 73rd minute. Barcelona will 
conclude their pre-season with a match against Mexico’s 
Pumas UNAM at Camp Nou next Sunday.  —AFP

HARRISON: Barcelona’s Robert Lewandowski kicks the ball past NY Red Bulls defender Aaron Long during the interna-
tional friendly football match between the New York Red Bulls and FC Barcelona at Red Bull Arena in Harrison, New 
Jersey, on July 30, 2022.  —AFP


