
SULAIMANIYAH, Iraq: Security forces in 
Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan region fired 
tear gas and rubber-coated bullets Saturday 
to disperse anti-government protesters and 
briefly detained seven opposition lawmakers, 
an AFP journalist and an official said. 

The opposition New Generation party 
had called for demonstrations in 
Sulaimaniyah and other cities in the country’s 
north in protest against deteriorating living 
conditions, alleged corruption and authori-
tarian practices by the regional government. 

Dozens of police vehicles were deployed 
to the centre of Sulaimaniyah, and security 
forces fired tear gas and rubber-coated bul-
lets once several hundred protesters had 
gathered, an AFP correspondent reported. 
Security forces stopped journalists from tak-
ing images of the crackdown. 

Six New Generation lawmakers in the 
federal parliament in Baghdad who were 
preparing to join the protests, and another 
from the regional parliament, were taken in 
for questioning for a few hours, the bloc’s 
chief Srwa Abdulwahid told AFP. They were 

all later released, she said. 
Abdulwahid posted photographs on 

Twitter of some 30 activists she said had 
been arrested in recent days. Human rights 
associations regularly criticise Iraqi 
Kurdish authorities for carrying out arbi-
trary arrests, suppressing protests and 
attacking press freedoms. 

Keen on projecting an image as a rela-
tive haven of stability and tolerance in 
war-battered Iraq, the autonomous region 
has long been dominated by the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP), led by the 
Barzani family, and the rival Patriotic Union 

of Kurdistan (PUK), headed by the 
Talabani clan. 

The crackdown in the Kurdistan region 
comes as supporters of powerful Shiite 
Muslim leader Moqtada Sadr have been 
holding a sit-in in the gardens around par-
liament in Baghdad’s normally secure 
Green Zone, home to government and 
diplomatic buildings. 

The cleric’s supporters occupied the leg-
islature last Saturday and remained inside 
the building for several days, protesting 
against a rival Shiite bloc’s pick for the pre-
miership. — AFP 

AGUJITA, Mexico: Saturday’s effort to rescue 10 
Mexican coal miners trapped in a flooded deposit for 
four days ended with little progress, relatives said, 
with hopes of reaching any survivors dwindling. More 
than 300 soldiers and other personnel, including six 
military scuba divers, have joined the bid to free the 
miners in the northern state of Coahuila following 
Wednesday’s accident, the government said. 

Liliana Torres, the niece of one of the 10 workers, 
told reporters on Saturday night that she had wit-
nessed the relentlessness of rescuers who “do not stop 
all day”, but added that the 
families were increasingly 
“desperate”. 

The water inside the 
flooded mine has only 
receded about 9.5 meters 
(31 feet) from the initial 34 
feet, according to a report 
given to the relatives by the 
authorities at the end of 
Saturday’s effort, and divers 
have been unable to enter. 

President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador had earli-
er declared Saturday “a decisive day” for the opera-
tion. “According to the experts, we’ll know if it’s possi-
ble for the divers to enter safely,” he tweeted. 

The main problem has been the flooding, he said, 
adding that the pumping equipment was working at 
full capacity. After Saturday ended without success, 
some families joined a mass near their improvised 
camp in the community of Agujita. 

The Coahuila State prosecutor’s office said it had 
interviewed the five workers who managed to escape 
from the crudely constructed mine. “Apparently they 
were expelled by a torrent of water,” Coahuila attor-

ney general Gerardo Marquez told the press. He 
added that his office had requested information from 
the landowner and mine concession holder, but 
declined to name them. 

 
Water leak  

Authorities said that the miners had been carrying 
out excavation work on three mine shafts that 
descended 60 meters (200 feet) when they hit an 
adjoining area full of water. Experts detected a leak 
coming from nearby mines and are trying to find its 

exact location so they can 
stop water from flowing into 
the area where the workers 
are trapped, said Coahuila’s 
labor secretary, Nazira Zogbi. 

A French company has 
provided equipment to assist 
in the task, she said, without 
naming the firm. The arrival of 
more powerful pumping 
equipment was a reason for 
optimism, Zogbi said. Water 

seen flowing from the mine through drainage channels 
had initially lifted the hopes of relatives anxiously 
awaiting news. 

“We’re still hoping that they’re in a higher part (of 
the mine), although there’s too much water... but we 
trust in God,” Elva Hernandez, mother-in-law of one of 
the trapped workers, told AFP. 

 
History of accidents  

Coahuila, Mexico’s main coal-producing region, 
has seen a series of fatal mining accidents over the 
years. Last year, seven miners died when they were 
trapped in the region. The worst accident was an 

explosion that claimed 65 lives at the Pasta de 
Conchos mine in 2006. 

Only two bodies were retrieved after that tragedy. 
Miners and their relatives painted a picture of a pre-
carious profession fraught with risks due to lax safety 
standards. “When everything’s fine, you don’t think 
about the danger, but when things happen you think 

about quitting,” said Luis Armando Ontiveros. 
However, looking for a new job does not seem like a 

viable option for the 48-year-old, whose father taught 
him to dig for coal at an early age. The father-of-three 
said he needed the monthly salary equivalent to about 
$500 to pay for his children’s education so they do not 
have to follow in his footsteps.  — AFP
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Desperation deepens for families  
of trapped Mexican coal miners

Five workers managed to escape from the crudely constructed mine

AGUJITA, Mexico: Relatives of 10 miners trapped since Wednesday after a collapse at a coal mine attend a 
mass as rescue operations are being carried out at the flooded mine, in the community of Agujita. — AFP
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In Gaza, run by the Islamist group Hamas, the 

health ministry said 31 people had been killed. But 
Zionist entity said it had “irrefutable” evidence that a 
stray rocket fired by Islamic Jihad was responsible for 
the deaths of several children in Gaza’s northern 
Jabalia area on Saturday. 

It was not immediately clear how many children 
were killed there, but an AFP photographer saw six 
dead bodies at the local hospital including three 
minors. “We came running to the place and found 
body parts lying on the ground... they were torn-apart 
children,” said Muhammad Abu Sadaa, describing the 
devastation in Jabalia. The army said it had struck 139 
Islamic Jihad positions, with the militants firing over 
600 rockets and mortars, but with more than a hun-
dred of those projectiles falling short inside Gaza. 

Amid the high tensions, Jews in annexed east 
Jerusalem marked the Tisha Be’av fasting day Sunday 
at the Al Aqsa mosque compound, known in Judaism 
as the Temple Mount. Some Palestinians shouted 
“God is greatest” in response, and an AFP photogra-
pher was briefly detained by police, but commemora-
tions passed off without major incident. 

Zionist entity has said it was necessary to launch 
a “pre-emptive” operation Friday against Islamic 
Jihad, which it  said was planning an imminent 

attack. The army has killed senior leaders of Islamic 
Jihad in Gaza, including Taysir al-Jabari in Gaza 
City and Khaled Mansour in Rafah in the south. 
Lapid called the killing of Mansour an “extraordi-
nary achievement”. 

 
‘Killing and wounding’  

Daily life in the Gaza Strip has come to a standstill, 
with the sole power station shut down due to a lack 
of fuel after Zionist entity closed its border crossings. 
The United Nations humanitarian agency OCHA has 
warned of the “severe risk” to the “continuation of 
basic essential services”. “Each day we wake up to 
child and women martyrs.. . there is kil l ing and 
wounding and people displaced,” said Gaza City resi-
dent Abu Mohammed al-Madhoun, 56. “We hope that 
aggression will end”. 

In southern and central Zionist entity, civilians 
were forced into air raid shelters. Two people were 
hospitalised with shrapnel wounds and 13 others 
lightly hurt while running for safety, the Magen David 
Adom emergency service said. “It’s tense, it’s fright-
ening,” said Beverly Jamil, a resident of Ashkelon 
close to Gaza. “Ashkelon’s a ghost town - it’s a holi-
day, kids should be out playing.” 

Hamas’s response to the violence remains critical, 
with spokesman Fawzi Barhoum offering the group’s 
support to Islamic Jihad on Sunday, but stopping 
short of saying they would take part. “The resistance 
in all its military wings and factions are united in this 
battle,” Barhoum said. Islamic Jihad is aligned with 
Hamas but often acts independently. Hamas has fought 
four wars with Zionists since seizing control of Gaza in 
2007, including the conflict last May. — Agencies 

Iraq Kurd  
protesters  
tear-gassed

SULAIMANIYAH, Iraq: Security forces deploy during a rally called for by the New 
Generation Movement, a Kurdish opposition party, in Iraq’s northeastern city of 
Sulaimaniyah in the autonomous Kurdistan region. — AFP

TUNIS, Tunisia: Tunisian coast-
guards “rescued” more than 250 
migrants who were attempting to 
cross the Mediterranean to Italy, the 
North African country’s National 
Guard said on Sunday. 

Maritime authorities “were able... 
to rescue 255 would-be migrants, 
including 170 people of various 
African nationalities, with the remain-
der Tunisians,” the National Guard 
said in a statement on Facebook. 

The attempted crossings — 17 in 
total-took place on the night of Friday 
to Saturday from the east of Tunisia, 
according to National Guard 
spokesman Houcem Eddine Jebabli. 

The statement did not indicate 
whether any vessels had got into diffi-
culty or sunk, but did note that an 
unspecified sum of cash was seized 
during the operations. 

The National Guard also on Friday 
carried out a “pre-emptive operation”, 
arresting five people who were 

“preparing to lead an illegal immigra-
tion bid departing from the coast of 
Sousse province in the east of the 
country”, Jebabli said. 

The Tunisian coastguard 
announced in mid-July that 455 
migrants had been “rescued” in sever-
al operations off the northern, eastern 
and southern coasts of the country. 
Attempts by migrants to reach Europe 
from the North African coastline tend 
to increase in spring and summer, due 
to the lower risk of stormy seas. 
Tunisia and Libya are principal depar-
ture points and Italy a favoured desti-
nation.  

Meanwhile, the Greek coastguard 
on Sunday said 122 migrants were 
rescued near Rhodes after their vessel 
ran into trouble. The migrants, who 
had set off from neighbouring Turkey, 
were picked up Saturday by a passing 
Marshall Islands-flagged cargo ship, 
they said. 

The migrants were then transferred 
to a Greek coastguard patrol boat 
and taken to the island of Kos. 

No details were immediately avail-
able on the nationalities and gender of 
the group or the type of vessel trans-
porting them.— AFP
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 But Tehran argued on Friday that the issues sur-

rounding the undeclared sites “are political in 
nature and should not be used as a pretext for 
abuse against Iran in the future”. 

“Nuclear weapons have no place in the doctrine 
of the Islamic republic of Iran and are contrary to 
our policies and beliefs,” Amir-Abdollahian reiter-
ated on Sunday. The negotiations to revive the 
deal, known formally as the Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action, began in April 2021 before coming 
to a standstill in March. The 2015 deal gave Iran 
sanctions relief in exchange for curbs on its 
nuclear program to guarantee that Tehran could 
not develop a nuclear weapon - something it has 
always denied wanting to do. 

But the US unilateral withdrawal from the 
accord in 2018 and the reimposition of biting 
economic sanctions prompted Iran to begin 
rolling back on its own commitments. Russia’s 
envoy to Vienna Mikhail Ulyanov however said 
Sunday that talks are moving “in the right direc-
tion”. A successful conclusion can be reached 
“very soon, but no guarantees - as always noth-
ing is agreed until everything is agreed”, he told 
reporters outside the Palais Coburg hotel where 
the talks are being held. — AFP 
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foreign migrant domestic workers, according to 

rights groups, including Human Rights Watch. 
The prison break came as Lebanon grapples 

with an unprecedented economic crisis that has 
seen the value of the Lebanese pound lose more 
than 90 percent of its value against the dollar on the 
black market. Inflation has skyrocketed and public 
sector salaries have plummeted to record lows, 
forcing soldiers and other members of security 
forces to quit en masse to try to eke out an alterna-
tive living. The crisis has also further degraded 
Lebanon’s already-dismal jails, with poor conditions 
and lack of medical care regularly sparking prison 
riots and unrest. — AFP 
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 a strike with a cluster bomb fired from an Uragan 

multiple rocket launcher.” The projectiles fell “within 
400 meters of a working reactor,” Russia’s state 
news agency TASS reported. 

The strike damaged some administrative build-
ings and fell in a “zone storing used nuclear fuel”. 
However Ukraine’s state nuclear energy company 
Enerhoatom that operates the plant said the 
“Russian occupiers once again fired rockets at the 
site of the Zaporizhzhya nuclear power plant and the 
town of Enerhodar.” “One... employee was hospital-
ized with shrapnel wounds caused by the explosion,” 
it said in a statement. 

AFP was not able to confirm the allegations from 
an independent source. On Saturday, Enerhoatom, 
had already said parts of the facility had been “seri-
ously damaged” by military strikes the previous day 
and one of its reactors forced to shut down. The 
prospect of the giant complex being seriously dam-
aged in the fighting has set off alarm. “Any military 
firepower directed at or from the facility would 

amount to playing with fire, with potentially cata-
strophic consequences,” IAEA Rafael Grossi said on 
Saturday. 

 
‘Sign of hope’ 

The renewed shipments of Ukrainian grain to help 
ease global food shortages and bring down prices 
nevertheless offer a small glimmer of hope as the 
war enters its sixth month. Ukraine, one of the 
world’s largest grain exporters, had been forced to 
halt almost all deliveries in the wake of Russia’s inva-
sion, sending global food prices soaring and making 
imports prohibitively expensive for some of the 
world’s poorest nations. In Rome on Sunday, Pope 
Francis welcomed the resumption of grain exports as 
“a sign of hope” that showed dialogue was possible 
to end the war. “I sincerely hope that, following this 
path, we can put an end to the fighting and arrive at 
a just and lasting peace.” 

A bulk carrier had arrived in Chornomorsk on 
Saturday to be loaded with grain for the first time 
since Moscow’s invasion. Last Monday, the Sierra 
Leone-flagged vessel, Razoni, set sail from the 
Ukrainian port of Odessa carrying 26,000 tons of 
corn in the first departure under the deal that was 
brokered with the help of Turkey. Then on Friday, 
Kyiv said another three ships loaded with grain had 
also set off for Turkey and markets in Ireland and 
Britain with a further 13 waiting to depart. — AFP  
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