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LOS CABOS: World number one
Daniil Medvedev won his first ATP title
of 2022 on Saturday, roaring past
defending champion Cameron Norrie
7-5, 6-0 in the final of the hardcourt
tournament in Los Cabos, Mexico.
Medvedev snapped a five-match losing
streak in finals-a stretch that included
his agonizing, five-set loss to Rafael
Nadal in the Australian Open final in
February. He also came up short this
year in ‘s-Hertogenbosch and Halle. He
didn’t get a chance at Wimbledon,
where Russian and Belarussian players
were banned because of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

His first trophy since he won the US
Open last year-denying Novak Djokovic
a calendar Grand Slam-comes just as
Medvedev launches the final build up to
his title defense in the final Grand Slam
of 2022. Next he’ll defend his Canadian
Open title before tackling the Cincinnati
Masters. Defending Los Cabos champi-
on Norrie did what he could in the open-
ing set, but Medvedev gained a decisive
break to lead 6-5 and once he’d served

out the opening set there was simply no
stopping him.

“It was not easy,” Medvedev said in
his on-court interview. “Cam is an amaz-
ing player, so it was really intense,”“ he
added. “When you play against him, you
know that you have to fight for every
point.” Medvedev had two set points on
his serve at 5-4, but was broken. In the
next game he scraped his hand on the
court reaching for a shot on the opening
point and needed treatment because of
the blood.

“I didn’t play bad in that game at 5-
4,” Medvedev said. “So I knew I just had
to stay there. Actually bleeding helped
me I think a little bit so I could hold my
nerve a little bit more.” Medvedev was
playing his first tournament since a quar-
ter-final exit at Mallorca in June. With
each match he looked more assured, and
he ended the week without dropping a
set against a modest array of opponents
starting with 224th-ranked Australian
Rinky Hijikata followed by 98th-ranked
Lithuanian Ricardas Berankis and 38th-
ranked Serb Miomir Kecmanovic.

High-level match
Norrie was a tougher proposition.

Ranked 12th, he has taken his tally of
ATP titles to four since winning his first
at Los Cabos last year. He had reached
his 10th final since the start of 2021 by
beating second-seeded Canadian Felix
Auger-Aliassime in the semi-finals. Once
Medvedev found his groove, however,
Norrie had no answer.

“Every match was very good, but the
final is always special,” Medvedev said.
“In the final, you play the best player of
this week, so it’s always a high-level
match and I’m really happy that I man-
aged to show some good level, some
good shots in such an important match.”
Medvedev stamped himself the early US
Open favorite, especially given the likely
absence of Djokovic because of his
refusal to be vaccinated against Covid-
19 and the uncertainty surrounding
injured Nadal. The Spaniard, ranked
third in the world, pulled out of the
Montreal Masters this week as he recov-
ers from an abdominal tear suffered at
Wimbledon. — AFP 

Top-ranked Medvedev downs 
Norrie to end ATP title drought 

World number one launches final build up to title defense

LOS CABOS: Russia’s Daniil Medvedev holds the winning trophy after defeating Britain’s
Cameron Norrie during their Mexico ATP Open 250 men’s singles final tennis match at
the Cabo Sports Complex in Los Cabos, Mexico, on August 6, 2022. — AFP 

Pant top scores as 
India beat Windies 
by 59 runs in T20
LAUDERHILL: India advanced their preparation
for the next Twenty20 World Cup with a series-
clinching 59-run victory over the West Indies in the
fourth fixture of a five-match series at the Broward
County Stadium in Florida on Saturday. Defending a
formidable total of 191 for five in front of fiercely
partisan Indian supporters at the United States ven-
ue, Rohit Sharma’s side dismissed their opponents
for 132 off 19.1 overs.

India take an unbeatable 3-1 lead in the series
ahead of the final match at the same venue on
Sunday. Arshdeep Singh led the bowling effort for
India, the left-arm medium-pacer continuing to
impress with his clever combination of swing and
seam to take three for 12, finishing off the match
with the wicket of Obed McCoy. For McCoy, who
established a new West Indies bowling record in
T20Is with figures of six for 17 in the second match
in St Kitts last Monday, this was an especially for-
gettable experience.

Despite taking two wickets, the left-armer was
belted for 66 runs across his four overs, the most
expensive spell ever by a West Indies bowler in
this format. India continued with their policy of all-
out attack after being put in to bat with Rishabh
Pant leading the effort for the top order with 44 off
31 balls. Each of the top five got starts and while
none was able to carry on for a really commanding
innings, their pace of scoring ensured the final

total was always going to be challenging on a sur-
face where free-flowing strokeplay became
increasingly difficult.

“We knew it was not going to be easy because
of the conditions,” said Sharma after the match. “I
thought we had a good score on the board but just
could not take things for granted. Our bowlers did
extremely well to keep making crucial break-
throughs.” For West Indies captain Nicholas Pooran,
the margin of the defeat was just another reminder
of the amount of work required by the two-time

former champions ahead of the qualifying phase for
the T20 World Cup in Australia in October.

His dismissal for 24, run out after carting left-arm
spinner Axar Patel for a succession of boundaries,
typified West Indian frustration. “The series may be
over as a contest but the final match gives other play-
ers a chance to put their hands up ahead of the
World T20,” said Pooran in hinting at a number of
changes for Sunday’s finale. “They had gotten off to a
flying start batting first but I was really happy at least
with the way the bowlers stuck to the task.” — AFP 

LAUDERHILL: Shimron Hetmyer, of West Indies (left), gets stumped by Rishabh Pant, of India, during the fourth
T20I match between West Indies and India at the Central Broward Regional Park in Lauderhill, Florida. —AFP

Im, Wu share PGA
lead at Wyndham
Championship
WASHINGTON: Brandon Wu lit up a dreary
day with a buzzer-beating hole-out eagle that
gave him a share of the early third-round lead
before play was halted Saturday in the US
PGA Tour Wyndham Championship. Wu, a 25-
year-old rookie seeking his first tour title, was
tied with South Korean Im Sung-jae on 12-
under par, both of them through 11 holes when
play was suspended on a day that saw two
weather delays. Officials had hoped to resume
in time to squeeze in another hour of play at
Sedgefield Country Club, but those plans were
scrapped as thunderstorms continued in the
Greensboro, North Carolina, area.

Wu started the day in a three-way tie for
the lead along with South Korean Kim Joo-
hyung and American Ryan Moore. He fell back
with a bogey at the second, but rolled in a
nine-foot birdie at the seventh and a five and a
half foot birdie at the 10th. At the difficult par-
four 11th, his second shot from 147 yards out in
the fairway took a couple of bounces on the
green then curled into the cup moments before
the horn sounded to halt play a second time.

“That was a pretty crazy kind of group of
events,” Wu said. “We were making the turn
and the thunder rumbled. We were just trying
to focus on our shots. “For that eagle to drop
right at the horn was pretty special. Felt like I
was a basketball player or something at the
buzzer.” Wu said he didn’t find the prospect of
a long wait before he could resume unsettling.
“I think it’s just fun being in contention, fun
being in the last group today,” he said. “(I) try
not to put too much pressure on myself.”

Im, who won the most recent of his two
PGA Tour titles at the Shriners’ Children’s
Open in October, started the day one off the
lead and picked up three shots on the front
nine with a nine-foot birdie at the third, an
eight-footer at the fifth and a 13-foot birdie at
the eighth. He got to 12-under with a five-foot
birdie at the 11th. Kim was 11-under through 10
holes and in the fairway at 11 when play was
halted. American John Huh, who fired a career-
low 61 to lead the first round, was 11-under
through 11.

Thailand’s Kiradech Aphibarnrat was the
leader in the clubhouse on 10-under par 200.
He had seven birdies in a seven-under 63 - his
best round ever on the PGA Tour by a stroke.
Five more players were 10-under on the
course, their sights on improving when play
resumes on Sunday morning. Officials said that
even with the delays, they expected to be able
to finish the tournament on Sunday. — AFP 

GREENSBORO: Sungjae Im of Korea prepares to
putt on the first green during the third round of
the Wyndham Championship at Sedgefield
Country Club on August 06, 2022. —AFP 

Nishioka stuns
Rublev, books 
ATP Open final 
WASHINGTON: Japan’s Yoshihito Nishioka
shocked eighth-ranked Andrey Rublev on Saturday
to join Wimbledon runner-up Nick Kyrgios in reach-
ing Sunday’s ATP and WTA Washington Open men’s
final with straight-set triumphs. Nishioka, a 96th-
ranked lefthander, stunned top seed Rublev 6-3, 6-4
in 80 minutes to book his first ATP final since 2020
at Delray Beach. “Just enjoy the day tomorrow,”
Nishioka said. “Just play my best. (I’m) excited.”

Australia’s 63rd-ranked Kyrgios ousted Sweden’s
115th-ranked Mikael Ymer 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 and
reached back-to-back tour-level finals for the first
time in his career. The 27-year-old Aussie, who lost
to Novak Djokovic last month in his first Grand
Slam final, won the most recent of his six ATP titles
at Washington in 2019. “It was a tough-fought semi-
final and I’m just happy to be in the final once
again,” Kyrgios said. “I didn’t play anywhere near
my best tennis.”

Nishioka, who won his only ATP title in 2018 at
Shenzhen, hadn’t won a tour-level match since

March when the week began but has taken five this
week and will rise to at least 54th in Monday’s
world rankings. He fired only 12 winners but took
full advantage of Rublev’s 33 unforced errors and
converted on 4-of-5 break points. “I tried to be a
little bit aggressive, because I knew Andrey was
going to play aggressive,” Nishioka said. “I needed
to play a little bit aggressive to him.”

Kyrgios is 3-0 against Nishioka, most recently
winning in the third round of his 2019 Washington
title run. “We’ve played many times, but he beat
me every time since 16 years old,” Nishioka said.
“It’s really tough to play against him. He doesn’t
have any pace. He just hits the ball so hard every
time. Very tough to break his service games. “The
most important thing is I have to focus on my
service games.”

Estonia’s Kaia Kanepi, trying to end a nine-
year WTA title drought at age 37, and 60th-
ranked Liudmila Samsonova will meet in the
women’s final at the US Open tuneup. World num-
ber 37 Kanepi eliminated Australia’s Daria Saville
6-3, 6-1 while Samsonova routed China’s Wang
Xiyu 6-1, 6-1. Rublev, thwarted in his bid for a
12th career title and fourth of the year, fell to 1-2
against Nishioka. Nishioka, 26, broke for a 3-1
lead, Rublev slamming his racquet to the court in
frustration, and held through to claim the first set
on his second ace. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Yoshihito Nishioka of Japan returns a shot to Andrey Rublev in the Men’s Semifinal during Day 8
of the Citi Open at Rock Creek Tennis Center on August 6, 2022. —AFP 

Record-setting Zarco 
on pole at ‘mythical’ 
Silverstone
SILVERSTONE: Ducati’s French rider Johann
Zarco clocked a new track record to grab pole for
the British MotoGP in qualifying at Silverstone on
Saturday as Aleix Espargaro took an honourable
sixth after a high-speed crash. Zarco claimed his
second prime grid position of the season and
eighth in MotoGP in style with a lap of 1min
57.767sec to smash the former track record of 1min
58.168sec set by the absent Marc Marquez. “It’s a
mythical circuit and it makes me proud to feel com-
fortable around it,” said the man of the moment
who has given himself the perfect platform to land
his maiden MotoGP success.

Asked at the post-race press conference whether
it could be a case of a maiden MotoGP win at the
eighth time of setting off from pole, the 32-year-old
smiled and replied: “Why not?” “I want this win, but
I don’t want to only think about that, and then make
mistakes. “We’ll see how strong the others are, I
hope to use the advantage of a hard rear tyre to help
me have a perfect present at the finish.” Zarco, who
rides for Ducati’s satellite Pramac team, is joined on
the front row for Sunday’s race by Maverick Vinales
of Aprilia, just 0.098sec behind, and Jack Miller on a
factory Ducati.

Penalty
World champion and series leader Fabio

Quartararo took fourth on the grid for this 12th round
of the 20-race season. The French rider must serve a
long lap penalty during the race as punishment for a
collision with Espargaro at Assen before the break.
The Yamaha star said that after putting together one
of his best qualifying laps of the season “I had noth-
ing else to give”. “I’m happy with my race pace from
final practice so that’s very positive,” he added.

“Our pace means we will be fighting for the win,
but with my penalty I can’t say where I’ll end up fin-
ishing.” Quartararo has for company on the second
row the Ducati of Francesco Bagnaia and Espargaro’s
Aprilia. This was a stoic performance from Espargaro
who competed in qualifying despite suffering a
heavy fall earlier in the day. The 33-year-old, who
had just set the fastest time in the third practice ses-
sion, flew off his bike entering a fast corner at 115mph
(185km/h) in the fourth session. — AFP 


