
BERLIN: A first-half goal from captain Marco
Reus was enough to see Borussia Dortmund past
Bayer Leverkusen in the Bundesliga on Saturday
while Union Berlin defeated city rivals Hertha. In a
fixture known more for attack than defense in
recent years - three of the past five games between
Dortmund and Leverkusen have featured seven
goals - it was highlighted by defense, particularly
that of Dortmund newcomer Nico Schlotterbeck.

After a nervy opening, the home side took the
lead in the ninth minute when Reus finished off a
slick team move kick-started by aggressive press-
ing from 19-year-old England international Jude
Bellingham. Bellingham poked the ball into the path
of Dortmund’s 17-year-old striker Youssoufa
Moukoko, who glided a pass across the face of
goal to Bundesliga debutant Karim Adeyemi.

Lukas Hradecky half-saved Adeyemi’s shot,
before Reus forced it over the line. In stoppage
time, Hradecky was red-carded for handling the
ball outside the area. Coaching in front of a sold-
out Westfalenstadion for the first time, Dortmund
manager Edin Terzic said the 82,000 fans gave his
side the edge. “It was a very intense game and the
crowd helped us through, giving us impetus and an
extra metre or two when we needed it.”

Union kings of Berlin
American striker Jordan Siebatcheu scored on

his Bundesliga debut as Union Berlin cantered to a
3-1 home victory over Hertha. Brought in over the
summer to replace Nottingham Forest-bound
Taiwo Awoniyi, Siebatcheu glanced a Sheraldo
Becker cross past Oliver Christensen to put Union
ahead in the 32nd minute.

Becker added the second goal in the 50th
minute, before Robin Knoche headed in a
Christopher Trimmel corner four minutes later to
put the result beyond doubt. Hertha winger Dodi
Lukebakio scored a late consolation goal. Union
have now won four in a row against their big
brothers from the city’s west and have only lost

twice from seven Bundesliga clashes since being
promoted to the top division in 2019. “For the fans
it is an important game, but me, I am a bit more
pragmatic and realistic,” said Union coach Urs
Fischer.

“For me, it’s about the three points. When you
win games, you gain trust in yourself and (improve
your) self-confidence.” Hertha coach Sandro
Schwarz said the derby loss was “irritating” but
that his side had the quality to bounce back next
week. Werder Bremen celebrated their return to
the Bundesliga after a year in the second division
by snatching a point in a 2-2 draw at Wolfsburg. In
their first Bundesliga match under former Bayern
Munich and Monaco coach Niko Kovac, Wolfsburg
took the lead early through Lukas Nmecha.

Bremen hit back with two quick goals through
Niclas Fuellkrug and Leonardo Bittencourt to take
a lead into half-time. Kovac brought on Max Kruse
in the 76th minute with his final change. Kruse,
who scored 35 goals in 94 games with Werder,
quickly created an equaliser, steering a cross into
the box for Josuha Guilavogui to hammer home.
Borussia Moenchengladbach got off to a winning
start under new manager Daniel Farke, beating 10-
man Hoffenheim 3-1 at home.

Hoffenheim took the lead in the 25th minute
through Robert Skov just after defender Stefan
Posch received his second yellow card, but were
unable to hold on. The visitors conceded goals to
Ramy Bensebaini (41st minute), birthday boy
Marcus Thuram (71) and Nico Elvedi (78). Beaten

German Cup finalists in 2021-22, Freiburg contin-
ued their strong form under long-time manager
Christian Streich, scoring four second-half goals to
win 4-0 at Augsburg.

Michael Gregoritsch scored just seconds after
half-time, before dead-ball specialist Vincenzo
Grifo added another to put Freiburg 2-0 up in the
47th minute. Summer arrival Matthias Ginter
added a third in the 61th minute, before fellow new
recruit and Japanese international Ritsu Doan
added a fourth in the 78th. Mainz defeated
Bochum 2-1 through two goals from Austrian strik-
er Karim Onisiwo. On Friday, defending champions
Bayern Munich got their quest for an 11th succes-
sive title off to the best possible start, routing
Eintracht Frankfurt 6-1. —AFP 
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DORTMUND: The ball ends up on the roof of Leverkusen’s
Finnish goalkeeper Lukas Hradecky’s goal during the
German first division Bundesliga football match between
BVB Borussia Dortmund and Bayer 04 Leverkusen in
Dortmund, western Germany on August 6, 2022. 

WOLFSBURG: Wolfsburg’s German midfielder Maximilian Arnold (center left) and Bremen’s German forward
Niclas Fuellkrug (center right) vie for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match
between VfL Wolfsburg and Werder Bremen on August 6, 2022. —AFP Photos

CLERMONT-FERRAND: Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentinean forward Lionel Messi (2nd right) scores a goal during
the French L1 football match between Clermont Foot 63 and Paris Saint-Germain at Stade Gabriel Montpied in
Clermont-Ferrand, central France on August 6, 2022. —AFP 

Dortmund edge Leverkusen 1-0 as 
Union claim Berlin bragging rights

Werder Bremen celebrate their return to Bundesliga 

Messi turns on the 
style as PSG begin 
Ligue 1 title defense
PARIS: Lionel Messi scored twice in the second half,
including with a stunning overhead kick, as Paris
Saint-Germain began their defense of the Ligue 1 title
with a 5-0 demolition of Clermont on Saturday.
Neymar was also in outstanding form for a PSG side
who did not miss the injured Kylian Mbappe, with the
Brazilian opening the scoring in Clermont before set-
ting up Achraf Hakimi and Marquinhos for further
goals before half-time. 

Messi then exchanged passes with Neymar before
sidefooting in the visitors’ fourth goal with 10 minutes
left. Yet Messi saved the best for last, darting into the
box four minutes from the end to control a Leandro
Paredes pass on his chest with his back to goal,
before converting with an acrobatic overhead kick.

That goal had the crowd at Clermont’s Stade
Gabriel-Montpied singing the name of the seven-time
Ballon d’Or winner, who endured a difficult first sea-
son in Paris. PSG’s victory in new coach Christophe
Galtier’s first league game in charge was achieved
despite Mbappe missing the trip due to an adductor
injury. Mbappe also missed last week’s 4-0 defeat of

Nantes in the season-opening Champions Trophy due
to suspension.

Messi had opened the scoring in that game, while
Neymar netted a brace. The duo therefore already
have six goals between them this season, with PSG
looking in ominous form. “There is no denying we have
lots of talent but what I retain is the collective desire to
win the ball back very early, to play with intensity, to
never let up,” Galtier, who replaced the sacked
Mauricio Pochettino, told broadcaster Canal Plus.
“The squad have been very receptive since I arrived.
They like to work hard together, have fun together. But
the season is long. This was just the first game.”

Galtier said he would have no trouble finding a
place in the line-up for Mbappe, who is expected to
return next weekend and play his first competitive
game since turning down a move to Real Madrid to
sign a new three-year deal in Paris. “Kylian is an
essential part of this project. For a coach, it is not very
difficult to integrate a player like him into the team,”
Galtier said.

“He had a little alert and so we didn’t want to take
any risk. “Obviously if we had a difficult game, or a
Champions League match, maybe Kylian would have
played. We preferred to delay his comeback but he
should be back against Montpellier.” Neymar fired in
the opener in the ninth minute after Messi was unable
to control Pablo Sarabia’s cutback, and it was
Neymar who set up Hakimi to blast in the second in
the 26th minute. — AFP 

Celtic strike late to 
beat Ross County
GLASGOW: Celtic needed two goals in the final
six minutes to beat Ross County 3-1 at Dingwall on
Saturday, as Rangers striker Alfredo Morelos
scored on his comeback from injury in a 2-0 win
over Kilmarnock. The Scottish champions looked to
be heading to their first dropped points of the sea-
son when Ross County defender Alex Iacovitti can-
celled out Kyogo Furuhashi’s opener early in the
second half.

However, Moritz Jenz marked his Celtic debut
with a towering header before Liel Abada’s classy
finish sealed the victory in stoppage time. “It’s a dif-
ficult place to come but the players were outstand-
ing at controlling the game and minimizing their
threats,” said Celtic manager Ange Postecoglou.
“We obviously got challenged in the second-half
when they scored but our response to that was
excellent and we fully deserved the victory.”

Rangers remain alongside Celtic at the top of the
table with two wins from two games as they
bounced back from European disappointment in
midweek. Giovanni van Bronckhorst’s men need to
overturn a 2-0 deficit against Union Saint-Gilloise
in the second leg of their third round Champions
League qualifier on Tuesday. Morelos could be key
to turning that tie around as the Colombian came
off the bench to net in his first appearance since
March. Antonio Colak’s first Rangers goal broke
Kilmarnock’s resistence at Ibrox just after half-time.

Morelos made his introduction 25 minutes from
time and marked his return by killing the game off
late on. “When you keep pushing, keep pushing,
eventually the space will come in the second-half,”
said Van Bronckhorst. “It’s very important for the
strikers, for their confidence, to score.” Elsewhere, a
new-look Aberdeen kickstarted their season with a
4-1 win over 10-man St Mirren with new signings
Bojan Miovski, Leighton Clarkson and Luis Lopes
on target. St Johnstone also got their first points of
the season with a 2-1 win at Motherwell thanks to
Stevie May’s 94th minute winner. — AFP 

Benteke departs 
Premier League for 
Rooney’s DC United
WASHINGTON: Belgian international striker
Christian Benteke, who has spent the past 10
years in the Premier League, joined Wayne
Rooney-coached DC United of Major League
Soccer on Friday, the club announced. United
obtained the 31-year-old forward on a permanent
transfer from Crystal Palace and signed him to a
deal through the 2024 season with a club option
for 2025. “Christian is a top player who has played
at the highest level for a long time,” former
England and Manchester United star Rooney said.

“His experience and ability to score goals and
help the team will be invaluable. It’s exciting for
the team and myself to get him in and playing. He
will make a huge difference.” United will need all
the help it can get with a record of just six wins
and three draws for 21 points, the second-worst
in the 28-team North American league. Benteke
scored 86 goals in 280 Premier League appear-
ances with Aston Villa, Liverpool, and Palace.
Benteke becomes the sixth player to join United
since Rooney was named coach last month.—AFP 

Christian Benteke


