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MANCHESTER: Brighton’s English midfielder Solly March (left) fights for the ball with Manchester United’s Dutch midfielder Donny van de Beek during the English Premier League football match between Manchester United and Brighton 
and Hove Albion on August 7, 2022.  —AFP

Ten Hag loses first game as Man United manager to Brighton
LONDON: Erling Haaland scored twice on his Premier 
League debut as Manchester City opened their defense 
of the title with a 2-0 win at West Ham on Sunday. 
Haaland lived up to the hype since his transfer from 
Borussia Dortmund to give the champions a perfect 
start to the season in the searing heat of East London. 

West Ham nearly derailed City’s title chances when 
they led 2-0 at half-time in the penultimate game of 
last season before Pep Guardiola’s men battled back 
for the point that ultimately edged out Liverpool at the 
top of the table. But they were no match this time as 
Haaland immediately proved the value of City adding a 
proven goalscorer to their arsenal. 

The Norwegian has been signed as the long-term 
successor to Sergio Aguero and started his City career 
just like the club’s all time record goalscorer with a 
double on his league debut. Haaland had missed 
chances in  City ’s  3-1  defeat  to Liverpool  in  the 
Community Shield, but Guardiola’s warning that the 
goals would soon flow proved to be correct. 

City’s patient possession game wore the Hammers 
down as temperatures in the English capital soared 
above 30 degrees Celsius on Sunday. Haaland took 
responsibi l i ty from the penalty spot to open his 
Premier League account after he had been brought 
down by Alphonse Areola. West Ham started the sec-

ond half with more attacking intent but that simply 
played into the hands of City’s new weapon as Kevin 
De Bruyne split open their defense with one pass on 
the counter-attack for Haaland to gallop clear on goal 
and slot low past Areola. 

 
Brighton 2 Man Utd 1 

Erik ten Hag said Cristiano Ronaldo’s presence will 
improve Manchester United after a dismal start to his 
reign in charge as Brighton recorded their first ever vic-
tory at Old Trafford with a 2-1 win on Sunday. Any hope 
of a fresh start for United after a miserable 2021/22 sea-
son was wiped away within 45 minutes as Pascal Gross 
struck twice to put the Seagulls in command. 

Alexis Mac Allister’s own goal gave United a foothold 
in the game, but they rarely looked like getting back on 
level terms, showing the scale of the task lying ahead for 
Ten Hag. The former Ajax boss left Ronaldo on the 
bench after he only returned to pre-season training last 
week. Ronaldo is reportedly seeking an exit from Old 
Trafford to play Champions League football this season.  

But without the five time Ballon d’Or winner, United 
had no focal point to their attack as Christian Eriksen 
started in an unfamiliar role as a false nine. “It’s clear to 
see we were better in the middle with Eriksen back and 
Ronaldo up front,” said Ten Hag after Ronaldo came on 

eight minutes into the second half. “If he was available, I 
would’ve played him. Cristiano is now 10 days in team 
training. That’s too short for 90 minutes. That’s the rea-
son we didn’t start him.” 

The outcome could have been very different had 
Bruno Fernandes not blazed over a glorious chance on 
six minutes. But Brighton, who beat United 4-0 when 
the sides last met in May, quickly settled into their 
passing rhythm. Graham Potter’s men have lost two of 
their best players during the transfer window, as Yves 
Bissouma joined Spurs and Marc Cucurella moved to 
Chelsea this week for a club record fee in excess of 
£60 million ($72 million). 

But it did not show as Brighton exposed the same 
flaws in United’s wide open midfield to pick apart Ten 
Hag’s men with ease. “It’s not easy because as the trans-
fer fees suggests they were two really key players,” said 
Potter. “In any team you miss good players. We have got 
a good group, they are ambitious, they are not perfect, 
but they give everything and when you’re a coach it 
gives you a chance.” 

 
Welbeck haunts old side  

Danny Welbeck, who United discarded back in 2014, 
was a constant threat in behind the vulnerable defensive 
pairing of Harry Maguire and Lisandro Martinez. 

Welbeck created the opener as he ran off Maguire and 
laid the ball across goal for Gross to slot into an unguard-
ed net at the back post. The German midfielder now has 
six goals in 12 appearances against United, as he was 
again in the right place to take advantage when David de 
Gea could only parry Solly March’s shot across goal. 

Boos rang out around Old Trafford at the half-time 
whistle, with the home fans not only restless about the 
state of their side on the pitch. The club shop was forced 
to close before kick-off by a protest against United’s 
owners, the Glazer family, on the day Avram Glazer made 
a rare appearance in the directors’ box. Ronaldo’s intro-
duction early in the second half at least lifted the noise 
levels inside Old Trafford, which in turn roused United 
into a response. 

Marcus Rashford failed to build on his encouraging 
pre-season form as Robert Sanchez produced a stunning 
save to block the England international’s effort from 
Ronaldo’s pinpoint cross. Sanchez quickly undid that 
good work to give United a lifeline 22 minutes from time. 
The Spanish international flapped at a corner under 
pressure from Diogo Dalot and then slapped the ball into 
his own net off the unfortunate Mac Allister. But an 
expected siege on the Brighton goal never materialized 
as the visitors comfortably saw out the closing stages for 
a famous win. —AFP

Spot-on Jorginho  
gives Chelsea an  
opening victory 

 
LIVERPOOL: Chelsea put a troubled pre-season 
behind them to start their Premier League cam-
paign with a 1-0 win at Everton on Saturday thanks 
to Jorginho’s penalty. Blues boss Thomas Tuchel 
warned last week that Chelsea were “not ready” for 
the new season after a grueling tour of the United 
States, which included a 4-0 thrashing at the hands 
of Arsenal, left his squad drained. 

However, a new era at Stamford Bridge is picking 
up pace off the field with the signings of Marc 
Cucurella and Carney Chukwuemeka in recent days 
joining new arrivals Raheem Sterling and Kalidou 
Koulibaly. Sterling, Koulibaly and Cucurella made 
their debuts as Chelsea ended a run of four consec-
utive defeats at Goodison Park despite a patchy 
performance. “We have struggled in the last seasons 
to get points here and we have the points,” said 
Tuchel. “A win is a win, it’s the most important thing, 
but we have to get better. 

“We are maybe not at the highest level. We have 
brought players in but they came in late, pre-season 
was a bit turbulent but the last week of training was 
promising.” Everton’s pre-season preparations were 
rocked this week by an injury that ruled England 
striker Dominic Calvert-Lewin out for the first six 
weeks of the season. The Toffees suffered another 
injury blow early on when Ben Godfrey suffered a 
suspected broken leg after coming off worse in a 
challenge with Kai Havertz, while Yerry Mina limped 
off in the second half. 

“When it rains, it pours,” said Everton boss Frank 
Lampard. “Ben Godfrey’s injury feels like it is a 
small fracture of his leg. “We are assessing that. He 
will be out for a while, Mina is an ankle injury and 
could be out for a while.” Everton have been pre-

dicted to struggle again after just staving off rele-
gation last season. But they could easily have taken 
at least a point from a spirited display. Chelsea 
goalkeeper Edouard Mendy made a fine save to 
prevent James Tarkowski heading Everton in front 
on his debut. 

Sterling was also denied a debut goal by the off-
side flag after he swept home after Jordan Pickford 
spilled Mason Mount’s shot. Everton’s good work 
before the break was undone in the eighth minute of 
added on time for the lengthy stoppage for 
Godfrey’s injury. Ben Chilwell was bundled over 
inside the box by Abdoulaye Doucoure and, unlike 

in the Euro 2020 final, Jorginho sent Pickford the 
wrong way from the spot for the decisive goal. 

Everton pushed valiantly in search of an equaliz-
er after the break, but were blunt in attack without 
the presence of Calvert-Lewin or the departed 
Richarlison. Mendy again rode to Chelsea’s rescue 
with important saves to turn Demarai Gray’s shot 
wide and block Doucoure’s powerful effort from 
point-blank range. At the other end Sterling was 
frustrated again as his goalbound effort was 
deflected inches wide by Vitaliy Mykolenko But one 
goal was enough for Chelsea to end a five-year wait 
to win away to Everton. —AFP

Haaland’s debut double gives  
Man City’s title defense lift off

LIVERPOOL: Everton’s Ukrainian defender Vitaliy Mykolenko (left) fouls Chelsea’s English midfielder Ruben Loftus-
Cheek during the English Premier League football match between Everton and Chelsea at Goodison Park on August 
6, 2022.  —AFP

Ten Sri Lankans  
vanish from 
Commonwealth  

 
COLOMBO: Ten members of crisis-hit Sri Lanka’s 
Commonwealth Games contingent in Birmingham 
have disappeared in a suspected attempt to remain in 
Britain, a top sports official from the island nation told 
AFP on Sunday. The nine athletes and a manager 
vanished after completing their events, the official 
said, requesting anonymity. Three of them - judoka 
Chamila Dilani, her manager Asela de Silva, and 
wrestler Shanith Chathuranga - had disappeared last 
week. That prompted a police complaint by the Sri 
Lankan officials. “Since then, another seven have van-
ished,” the official said, without identifying them. “We 
suspect they want to remain in the UK, possibly to 
get employment.” 

The 160-strong Sri Lankan contingent’s manage-
ment possessed the passports of all members to 
ensure they returned home. That failed to deter some 
from leaving. British police located the first three that 
disappeared, but as they had not violated local laws 
and held visas valid for six months, no action was tak-
en, the Sri Lankan official told AFP. “In fact, the police 
got us to return the passports that we were holding as 
a deterrent against defections,” the official said. “The 
police have not told us about their whereabouts.” 

Sri Lankan athletes have been reported missing 
from international events in the past. In October last 
year, Sri Lanka’s wrestling manager abandoned his 
team and disappeared in Oslo during a world cham-
pionship tournament. During the 2014 Asian Games in 
South Korea, two Sri Lankan athletes made a run for 
it and were not found. And in 2004, when Sri Lanka 
did not even have a national handball team, a 23-
member group pretending to represent the country 
conned their way to a tournament in Germany and 
disappeared. —AFP


