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Kuwait calls for a nuclear  
weapons-free Middle East 

Russia launches Iran satellite  
amid Ukraine war concerns4 ‘Countdown’ to retirement has  

started, Serena Williams says14 Qatar World Cup to start a  
day early on November 20165

Expatriates allowed to stay  
abroad for over 6 months

Expats can renew residency permits while outside Kuwait
By Chidi Emmanuel, Islam Al-Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Expats with student visas and those on 
dependency visas are now allowed to stay abroad for 
over six months as it applies to those with work permit. 
“The initiative is to make life for expats in Kuwait easier, 
with consideration to foreign students as the world bat-
tles COVID-19,” sources told Kuwait Times. The only 
exception is for domestic workers. If they stay abroad 
for more than six months, their residency permit will be 
cancelled unless their sponsors sign an agreement. 

A government decision allowing expatriates with 
iqama to remain outside the country for more than six 
months is still in force. Until now, the decree has not 
been cancelled,” the sources said. However, the sources 
said only domestic workers are not permitted to remain 
outside Kuwait for more than six months unless their 
sponsor applies for an exception on their behalf.  

Expatriates are also allowed to renew their resi-
dency permits while they are outside Kuwait. “The 
decree allowing the expatriates to renew their iqa-
mas online while abroad is still in effect,” the sources 
added.  Residency of expatriates who stay outside 

Kuwait for more than six months won’t be canceled, 
except for domestic workers.  

This decision to continue with the exemption will be 
valid until further announcement. Kuwait’s Interior 
Ministry had made this exemption for expatriates dur-
ing the COVID pandemic as expatriate arrivals into 
Kuwait were suspended for fear of spread of coron-
avirus. Kuwait has slowly returned back to normalcy 
with all government and private sector offices function-
ing to pre-pandemic levels. The government recently 
cancelled all online work without exceptions. 

Regarding the opening of visit visas, the Ministry 
of Interior has decided to extend its decision to halt 
the issuance of family visit visas until the end of this 
current year. According to sources, the Ministry said 
that security of the state and the parliamentary elec-
tions are of vital importance to the Ministry. The 
Ministry will deploy its personnel and will increase 
its presence in strategic areas during electoral gath-
erings, election-day and campaigns. The new elec-
tions will be held at the beginning of October. Files 
related to security need adequate time to be studied, 
especially the ones related to issuing family visas. 

KUWAIT: Swimmers throw one another into the water at a beach in 
Salmiya district, some 20 kilometers east of the capital Kuwait City. 
Temperatures regularly soar in Kuwait in the summer to over 50 degrees 
Celsius. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

DNIPROPETROVSK: Photo shows a lyceum in Dnipropetrovsk region 
destroyed by Russian shelling amid Russia’s military invasion of 
Ukraine. — AFP

KUWAIT: Heat-related mortality for 
non-Kuwaiti migrant workers could 
increase by around 15 percent by the 
end of the century, according to a 
Kuwait University study. Also, for 
every 100 deaths in Kuwait, around 14 
could be attributed to heat driven by 
climate change by the century’s end, 
says the environmental research letter 
prepared by Barrak Al-Ahmad from 
the Department of Environmental and 
Occupational Health, College of 
Public Health, Kuwait University. 

“It is uncertain what climate 
change could bring to populations 
and countries in the hot desert envi-
ronment of the Arabian Peninsula,” the 
study says. “Not only because they 
are already hot, countries in this 
region also have unique demographic 
profiles, with migrant populations 
potentially more vulnerable and con-
stituting a large share of the popula-
tion. In Kuwait, two-thirds of the pop-
ulation are migrant workers and 
record-high temperatures are already 
common.” 

The study quantifies the tempera-
ture-related mortality burdens in 
Kuwait in the mid - (2050-2059) and 
end-century (2090-2099) decades 
under moderate (SSP2-4.5) and 
extreme (SSP5-8.5) climate change 
scenarios. (See Page 3) 

Heat-related  
deaths could  
rise by 15%

TUNIS: An attempt by several Tunisian police 
officers to interrupt a popular comedian’s show, 
arguing it violated “moral standards”, has 
sparked fears of a return to censorship seen 
under the former dictatorship. Lotfi Abdelli, 
also an actor who is known for his edgy per-
formances, was at a festival in the coastal city 
of Sfax on Sunday when police officers secur-
ing the event tried to stop his show. The police 
move came after a scene in which Abdelli criti-
cized the authorities and the police, repeatedly 
brandishing his middle finger. 

The 52-year-old called on the crowd to act as 
witnesses to the “hostile” behavior of “three 
police officers” whom he accused of throwing 
water bottles at him. Abdelli was able to finish 
the rest of his performance. Many Tunisians have 
since expressed fears of a return to the kind of 
censorship and repression seen under dictator 
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali’s rule, when such satirical 
shows would not have been authorized. 

A police union on Tuesday posted “the 
scene of the show that irritated us” on its offi-
cial Facebook page, apologizing for publish-
ing “such triviality” and “nonsense”. An interi-
or ministry official told AFP on Tuesday that 
two officers had filed a complaint against 
Abdell i  for “violating moral standards”. 
Requesting anonymity, the official said the 
police union’s statements “do not in any way 
represent the official position of the authori-
ties or the interior ministry”. 

The interior ministry published a statement 
underlining that its “position is only communi-
cated by official bodies” and that its “duty is to 
ensure citizens can exercise their public and 
individual liberties in the framework of that 
which is authorized by law”. Bassem Trifi, a 
lawyer and human rights activist, said the police 
officers’ move had set a “dangerous prece-
dent”, warning such intervention was the sign 
of a “police state”. “The censure exercised by 
the police is an assault on the freedom of 
expression... guaranteed by the constitution,” 
he said Tuesday on Facebook. —AFP 

Controversy as 
Tunisian police  
interrupt show  

KYIV: Ukraine on Wednesday 
accused Russia of rocket strikes that 
killed 13 civilians in areas near a 
Russian-held power plant, where 
renewed fighting has raised fears of a 
nuclear disaster. The overnight strikes 
in the Dnipropetrovsk region in cen-
tral Ukraine also injured 11 people, 
with five reported to be in a serious 
condition. 

“It was a terrible night, regional 
governor Valentin Reznichenko wrote 
on Telegram, urging residents to shel-
ter when they hear air raid sirens. “I 

am asking and begging you... Don’t let 
the Russians kill you,” he wrote, 
adding that Russia had fired a total of 
80 rockets at the area. Most of the 
casualties were in the town of 
Marganets, just across the Dnieper 
River from the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
power plant, Europe’s biggest. 
Regional council head Mykola 
Lukashuk said the strikes had hit a 
local power line, leaving thousands of 
people without electricity. 

Ukraine and Russia have accused 
each other of recent shelling around 
the plant itself. Ukraine says Russia 
has stationed hundreds of troops and 
stored ammunition at the plant. The 
tensions have brought back memories 
of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear  

Continued on Page 6 

Russia rocket  
strikes kill 13 

KUWAIT: A number of Bedoon activists gathered to stage a sit-in at the Freedom Square in the Taima 
area of Al-Jahra Governorate, in protest against what they describe as “the injustice inflicted on 
them” by Kuwait’s government - demanding of their civil rights and a resolution for their decades-old 
unresolved case. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh (See Page 2)

NEW YORK: Donald Trump on Wednesday 
declined to answer questions under oath in New 
York over alleged fraud at his family business, as 
legal pressures pile up for the former president 
whose house was raided by the FBI just two days 

ago. Trump said he had “no choice” but to invoke 
the fifth amendment, which allows individuals to 
remain silent to protect against self-incrimination 
under questioning.  

In a statement Trump said “I declined to answer 
the questions under the rights and privileges afford-
ed to every citizen under the United States 
Constitution,” saying he took the advice from his 
legal counsel. “When your family, your company, 
and all the people in your orbit have become the 
targets of an unfounded, politically motivated Witch 
Hunt supported by lawyers, prosecutors, and the 
Fake News Media, you have no choice,” Trump said. 

“If there was any question in my mind, the raid of 
my home, Mar-a-Lago, on Monday by the FBI, just 
two days prior to this deposition, wiped out any 
uncertainty.” 

Trump earlier said on social media he was in the 
offices of New York Attorney General Letitia James, 
whose investigation is one of several active probes 
into the brash billionaire’s business practices and 
other actions. The former president took to his 
Truth Social platform to launch a barrage of attacks 
on James, branding her a “racist” attorney general 
who is “trying to ‘get Trump.’” 
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FBI raid ignites  
political storm; 
Trump fumes


