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PARIS: Two-time former champions Benfica will 
play Ukraine’s Dynamo Kyiv while Ruud van 
Nistelrooy’s PSV Eindhoven will face Glasgow 
Rangers after they all qualified for the final 
Champions League qualifying play-off round on 
Tuesday. Luuk De Jong claimed an 109th-minute 
winner as PSV Eindhoven edged Monaco 3-2 in 
extra-time in the Netherlands, to go through 4-3 on 
aggregate. 

De Jong was adamant his side deserved the win. 
“Monaco hit the bar and the post, I hit the target,” 
said the PSV captain. Monaco had been awakened 
overnight when fireworks were set off outside their 
hotel, and there was a fiery atmosphere inside a 
packed stadium in a see-saw match. Joey Veerman 
fired the Dutch ahead on 21mins with a sweet shot 
into the far corner but Guillermo Maripan then lev-
elled clinically with a cool finish in a goalmouth 
scramble. 

Monaco striker Wissam Ben Yedder then raced 
on to a sweeping through ball to smack home the 
go-ahead goal before PSV grabbed a late equaliz-
er as Mexican Erick Gutierrez delivered PSV on 
89 minutes. Benfica beat Mitjylland 3-1 to win 7-2 

on aggregate thanks largely to midfielder Enzo 
Fernandez and 20-year-old striker Henrique 
Araujo who scored before Pione Sisto responded 
for the Danes. 

Argentinean Fernandez, 21, and Araujo were 
making just their second European appearances as 
Diogo Goncalves claimed the third goal for the 1961 
and 1962 winners. In Scotland Malik Tillman com-
pleted a turn around when he scored the decider 
with 11 minutes left as Rangers beat Union Saint-
Gilloise 3-0. The Belgian outfit had won the first leg 
2-0 in their first appearance in European competi-
tion since 1964-65. 

Kostiantyn Vivcharenko and Viktor Tsygankov 
guided Dynamo Kiyv past Austrians Sturm Graz 3-
1 over two ties with efforts in extra time. Dynamo 
were second in the Ukrainian Premier League when 
Russia invaded the country earlier this year. Earlier, 
Moldovans Sheriff Tiraspol, who stunned Real 
Madrid at the Santiago Bernabeu during last sea-
son’s group stages, were knocked out by Viktoria 
Plzen as the Czech outfit won 4-2 over two legs. 
The first leg of the play-offs take place on August 
16/17 with the return fixtures a week later. —AFP

Benfica, Kyiv, Eindhoven, Rangers  
into Champions League play-offs

Benfica beat Mitjylland 3-1; Dynamo Kiyv stun Sturm Graz 3-1

Osaka retires  
with back pain 

 
TORONTO: Four-t ime Grand Slam champion 
Naomi Osaka retired from her opening match on 
Tuesday at the WTA Toronto Masters with lower 
back pain, raising injury concerns with the US Open 
looming. Estonia’s Kaia Kanepi advanced when 
Osaka retired trailing 7-6 (7/4), 3-0. Kanepi, a run-
ner-up last week in Washington, needed 71 minutes 
on court  as she broke three t imes before the 
Japanese star called it quits. 

Defeat drove the emotional Osaka to tears. “I felt my 
back from the start of the match and despite trying to 
push through it, I just wasn’t able to today,” Osaka said. 
“I’d like to pay credit to Kaia for playing well and want 
to wish her all the best for the rest of the tournament.” 
Osaka has played only six matches with a 2-4 record 
since losing the Miami final in early April to world num-
ber one Iga Swiatek. Kanepi, 37, won their only prior 
meeting five years ago in three sets at the US Open. 

“I tried to play my game and stay aggressive. It 
was a very tight match,” Kanepi said. “I felt I needed a 
little more time to get used to new things, but after 
that I felt comfortable.” Reigning US Open champion 

Emma Raducanu of Britain exited in the first round, 
losing 7-6 (7/0), 6-2 to Italy’s Camila Giorgi. Despite 
the setback in the city of her birth 19 years ago, 
Raducanu kept her spirits up as her US Open title 
defence draws nearer. “It was a really good match, to 
be honest,” Raducanu said. “The level was pretty high, 
especially in the first set. 

“Camila’s a great opponent. She won this tourna-
ment last year. I just need to get better at dealing 
with players who play probably as quick as she does 
“ Defending WTA Canadian champion Giorgi won a 
combative first set and ran away with the second 
against the 19-year-old Englishwoman, whose title 
defense in New York begins in less than three weeks. 
The feisty Italian trailed by a break in both sets but 
showed her spirit by winning the last six games of 
the contest. 

Giorgi needed just over an hour and three-quarters 
to advance to the second round over the ninth seed 
who broke into the ranking top 10 less than a month 
ago. Raducanu had to hold on in a wild opening set, 
where serve was broken in six of the dozen games 
played. The Briton saved a set point in the 12th game 
to bring on a tiebreaker, but collapsed to lose seven 
straight points as Giorgi took the set after 71 minutes. 
Raducanu was broken three times in the second set as 
Giorgi finished off her victory. —AFP

HERNING: Benfica’s Diogo Goncalves shoots to score a goal during the UEFA Champions League third qualifying round 
second leg football match between FC Midtjylland and SL Benfica in Herning, Denmark, on August 9, 2022.  —AFP

CAF draws: Nigeria  
clubs ‘out of luck’  

 
JOHANNESBURG: Hopes of Nigerian clubs making 
an impact in the CAF Champions League this season 
were dealt a double blow when the draws for the pre-
liminary and last-32 rounds were made in Cairo on 
Tuesday. Domestic champions Rivers United were 
paired with Liberian outfit Watanga and, if they 
progress, will face title-holders Wydad Casablanca of 
Morocco for a place in the group stage. 

Wydad have an outstanding record in the marquee 
African club competition, culminating in a 2-0 victory 
over Al Ahly of Egypt last May in the 2022 final 
through two goals from Zouhair el Moutaraji. The 
Casablanca outfit also defeated Ahly in the 2017 title 
decider, then reached the final once, the semi-finals 
twice and the quarter-finals once before lifting the 
trophy again. 

Nigeria league runners-up Plateau United were 
drawn against Stade Mandji of Gabon in the prelimi-
nary round, and four-time African champions 
Esperance of Tunisia await the winners. Esperance 
won successive titles in 2018 and 2019, overcoming 
Ahly and Wydad in the finals. The victory over Ahly 

was particularly impressive as they overcame a 3-1 
first-leg deficit. While Nigeria craves Champions 
League glory for the first time since Enyimba won 
back-to-back titles in 2003 and 2004, the chances of 
Rivers or Plateau making the group draw are slim. 

Ahly, who have been performing poorly in Egypt 
since Portuguese Ricardo Soares replaced South 
African Pitso Mosimane as coach recently, will face 
APR of Rwanda or US Monastir of Tunisia in a last-32 
tie. Debutants Monastir should overcome APR, but a 
lack of experience could prove their undoing against 
the battle hardened African campaigners of Ahly. Six 
clubs were given byes into the last-32 round and, 
among them, 2016 African champions Mamelodi 
Sundowns of South Africa received what appears to 
be the easiest task of reaching the group stage. 

Sundowns, a Pretoria-based club owned by 
Confederation of African Football (CAF) president 
Patrice Motsepe, await the winners between Volcan of 
the Comoros and La Passe of the Seychelles. Neither 
Volcan, in two attempts, nor Passe, in four efforts, have 
progressed beyond the initial round and whoever does 
succeed is likely to come off second best against 
expensively assembled Sundowns. Preliminary fixtures 
will be played on the weekends of September 9-11 and 
16-18 and last-32 fixtures are scheduled for the week-
ends of October 7-9 and 14-16. —AFP

Man City’s Mendy  
goes on trial for  
rape and assault 

 
CHESTER: Manchester City and France footballer 
Benjamin Mendy on Wednesday began his trial for 
the alleged rape and assault of seven women, which 
could see his playing career end in jail if convicted. 
Mendy, 28, arrived at Chester Crown Court in north-
west England wearing a dark blue suit and tie to face 
eight counts of rape, one count of sexual assault and 
one count of attempted rape, relating to seven young 
women. 

Flanked by an interpreter in the dock, the French 
player spoke in English to confirm his identity. He 
pleaded not guilty in May to nine of the charges, and 
not guilty on Wednesday to a subsequent rape count 
that had not yet been put to him in court. All the 
alleged offences are said to have taken place at 
Mendy’s home address in Prestbury near 
Macclesfield, also in northwest England, between 
October 2018 and August last year. 

He is standing trial before a jury along with his co-
defendant Louis Saha Matturie, 40, who has also 

pleaded not guilty. Matturie denies eight counts of 
rape and four counts of sexual assault, relating to 
eight young women. His alleged offences span from 
July 2012 to August last year. Both the defendants are 
on bail, with Mendy subject to what a judge previous-
ly called “stringent” conditions, including the surren-
der of his passport. 

After his arrest last August he was initially held at 
Altcourse prison in Liverpool, and then a prison in 
Manchester, before being freed on bail in January. The 
trial is due to last 15 weeks, with the prosecution set 
to open its case on Monday. None of the women said 
to have been assaulted can be named under English 
law, which also places restrictions on what can be 
reported about the case. It begins in the same week 
that former Manchester United star Ryan Giggs start-
ed his trial on charges of assaulting and coercively 
controlling his ex-girlfriend. 

Mendy joined Premier League champions City 
from French side Monaco in 2017. He has played 75 
times for the Manchester club, but his playing time 
was limited by injuries and a loss of form. He was 
suspended by City after being charged by police in 
August. The last of Mendy’s 10 international caps 
came in November 2019, after the defender picked 
up a World Cup winner’s medal after playing just 40 
minutes of France’s successful 2018 campaign in 
Russia. —AFP

TORONTO: Naomi Osaka of Japan wipes a tear after she retired early from her match against Kaia Kanepi of Estonia 
during the National Bank Open, part of the Hologic WTA Tour, at Sobeys Stadium on August 9, 2022 in Toronto. —AFP

NFL club owners  
approve Broncos  
sale to Walton 

 
LOS ANGELES: NFL club owners voted unani-
mously on Tuesday to approve the sale of the 
Denver Broncos to Wal-Mart store heir Rob 
Walton and his family. The final step in completing 

the record-shattering sale needed at least 24 of 32 
votes from team owners. Walton, his daughter 
Carrie Penner and son-in-law Greg Penner bought 
the Broncos from the Pat Bowlen Trust for $4.65 
bil l ion, the largest sale price for any North 
American sports team. “We are grateful for the 
support and trust of the NFL and the 31 other 
teams,” Walton said in a statement for the owner-
ship group. “We couldn’t be more excited.” 

Among those with a stake in the Broncos own-
ership are seven-time Formula One world champi-
on Lewis Hamilton of Britain and former US 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. “It’s a 
responsibility and privilege to serve as stewards of 
such an iconic franchise,” Walton said. “We have 
tremendous respect for what Pat Bowlen has 
meant to the Broncos and look forward to building 
on this organization’s championship legacy.” 

The Broncos won their third Super Bowl crown 
in 2016 but have not made the playoffs since. They 
went 7-10 last year for a fifth consecutive losing 
season. Walton said the new ownership was 
“deeply committed to fielding a great team to win 
Super Bowls” and planned to “draw on our indi-

vidual strengths and those of the players, coaches 
and staff who have shaped the Broncos’ storied 
history. 

“Across the entire organization, we will all con-
tinue to listen and learn.” Broncos president Joe 
Ellis, part of the organization for the past 27 sea-
sons, said he will step down and serve as an advi-
sor to ownership for the upcoming campaign. “I’m 
confident the Walton-Penner family ownership 
group will add to the Broncos’ championship tradi-
tion,” Ellis said. “I’ve accepted their request to 
help in the transition however possible.” —AFP


