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DOHA: People check the Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup countdown clock in Doha on August 10, 2022. The World Cup’s start will be brought forward by a day to allow hosts Qatar to play the opening game, sources told, just 
over three months before the competition gets underway. —AFP

Qatar to play Ecuador on Nov 20, 24 hours earlier than planned
DOHA: The World Cup’s start will be brought for-
ward by a day to allow hosts Qatar to play the 
opening game, sources told AFP on Wednesday, 
just over three months before the competition gets 
underway. Qatar wil l  now play Ecuador on 
November 20, 24 hours earlier than planned, in a 
move that FIFA’s ruling council was expected to 
confirm soon, according to sources with knowl-
edge of the matter. 

The change will see the tournament, which was 
switched to November-December to avoid the Gulf 
country’s searing summer heat, keep to its tradition 
of the hosts playing the opening match. Senegal 
and the Netherlands had been scheduled to play 
the first game on November 21, followed by 
England against Iran and then the official inaugura-
tion match, Qatar’s World Cup debut, that evening. 

“There were discussions and agreement 

between the two respective teams and there was 
a request from CONMEBOL-the South American 
confederation,” one World Cup source told AFP, 
speaking on condition of anonymity as no official 
decision has been announced. “We wanted to fol-
low the tradition that either the reigning champi-
ons or the host country be involved in the open-
ing match,” the source added. FIFA and the 
Qatari organizing committee declined to com-
ment on the change to the mega event that ends 
on December 18. 

But another tournament source said action 
would be taken to help fans with tickets for the 
November 21 game. “Any disruption will be dealt 
with so the impact is minimal,” the source told AFP. 
Under the change, Netherlands v Senegal in Group 
A would be moved from 1:00pm (1000 GMT) on 
November 21 to a 7:00pm start. “It is a better slot 

for both teams for television and other areas,” said 
the World Cup source. England’s Group B match 
against Iran is not changed. 

 
100-day countdown  

Companies with major deals linked to the World 
Cup expressed confidence that the unusual sched-
ule change could be handled smoothly. “It is some-
thing we will deal with,” said Jaime Byrom, chair-
man of Match Hospitality, which has a deal with 
FIFA to organize hospitality packages for World 
Cup matches and has locked in 450,000 tickets for 
the tournament. 

“It is really not-compared to the other chal-
lenges that we could have faced or have faced in 
the past-a particularly large problem,” Byrom told 
AFP. “We have to focus on those customers who 
are most affected and I guess in this case we will 

be looking at our Ecuadorian customers who are 
travelling from overseas, and making sure that they 
are on time for the match.” The opening match is 
scheduled to be held at the 60,000-capacity Al 
Bayt stadium, one of seven new venues purpose-
built for the tournament since Qatar was controver-
sially awarded the World Cup in 2010. 

The wealthy Gulf state is preparing a spectacu-
lar opening ceremony in the stadium, whose struc-
ture was inspired by traditional Arab tents. Moving 
forward the opening match will also mean changing 
the 100-day countdown that had been scheduled 
to start on Saturday, with special events across the 
tiny nation of 2.8 million people. After a row over 
the bidding process, Qatar has faced criticism over 
labor rights. But FIFA president Gianni Infantino 
has said the tiny, gas-rich state will host the “best 
ever” World Cup. —AFP

Kuwait working on  
strategy to develop  
the sports sector  

 
KONYA: The Public Authority for Sport is work-
ing on developing a new strategy in cooperation 
between the public and private sector to boost 
the sports field in Kuwait, said the representative 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi.  

The new strategy aims to develop Kuwait’s 
sports sector on the regional and international 
level, Al-Mutairi, also Minister of Information 
and Culture and Minister of State for Youth 
Affairs said during his meeting with Kuwaiti 

male and female athletes participating in the 
Islamic Solidarity Games, held in Konya city in 
Turkey on Wednesday. 

The strategy, announced in November 2021, 
includes building a sports city, six stadiums and 
hosting 45 regional, intercontinental and inter-
national tournaments. Last night, the minister 
honored Kuwaiti pole-vaulter Majid Al-Zaid for 
receiving the bronze medal in the competition, 
as well as the head of the Kuwaiti team Sheikh 
Jaber Thamer Al-Sabah and Kuwait’s mission 
manager Fatma Hayat.  

There are 60 Kuwaiti athletes participating 
in the tournament in ten games including ath-
letics, swimming, Judo, Karate, Tae Kwon Do, 
archery, shooting, bicycles and ping pong. The 
tournament is held until 18 August, with the 
participation of about 6,000 athletes from 56 
countries.  —KUNA

Qatar World Cup to start a  
day early on November 20

KONYA: Minister of Information and Culture and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi pos-
es for a group photo with Kuwait athletes. —KUNA

Giggs ‘headbutted’  
ex-girlfriend in the  
face, court hears 

 
LONDON: Former Manchester United star Ryan Giggs 
headbutted his former girlfriend in the face as she tried to 
end their relationship, she told a jury Tuesday on the second 
day of his trial on charges of assault and coercive control. 
Giggs, 48, who until recently served as coach of the Wales 
national team, was sitting in the dock at Manchester Crown 
Court for the trial that has upended his managerial career. 

The jury has heard that Giggs subjected his former part-
ner, 36-year-old PR agent Kate Greville, to a “litany of abuse, 
both physical and psychological” and revealed a “sinister 
side”. Giggs denies the charges, which could lead to a five-
year jail term. His lawyer, Chris Daw, said earlier the foot-
baller “used no unlawful violence”, while conceding that his 
behaviour “on a moral level was far from perfect”. 

 
‘Angry’  

Greville testified from behind a screen, responding to 
questions from prosecution lawyer Peter Wright. She 
detailed the evening of November 1, 2020, when Giggs 
allegedly “lost control” and attacked her as she tried to leave 
the house they shared. He is also charged with common 
assault of Greville’s sister Emma, who was dogsitting at the 
time. The prosecution has said Giggs deliberately elbowed 
Emma in the jaw. “I hadn’t seen him that angry before. He was 
drunk,” she said, detailing how he pushed her to the floor and 
pinned her down. Emma “grabbed (Giggs) round the waist to 
try and pull him off”, Greville said, and “he pushed his arm 
back to try and get her off him.” Greville then told Giggs she 
would report his attack on her to police. “That’s when he 
came towards me and headbutted me in my face,” she said. “I 
was in shock. I fell backwards. My lip instantly swelled. “All 
the other times that he had hurt me-this was different, 
because it was with real intent.” 

 
‘Pattern’  

The jury also saw messages where Giggs upbraided 
Greville for not responding promptly to him. He threat-
ened to forward a video she feared was “sexual” to her 

work colleagues and called her a “whore”. Greville 
detailed her numerous suspicions of his infidelity. 
“Violated. I had no control of what he could do and his 
actions,” Greville said of her feelings. The jury earlier 
watched a video of the police interview Greville gave fol-
lowing the alleged assault. At times in tears, she described 
a “pattern” of controlling behavior. She said that initially 
she “was madly in love with him” but “there were definite-
ly red flags” from the start. 

 
‘Constant battle’  

“It was like a constant battle, mentally. I started getting 
the most horrendous anxiety,” she said. She described an 
argument early in their relationship in 2017 when the couple 
were at a hotel and he “literally flipped”, grabbed her by the 
arm and dragged her naked into the corridor. He then threw 
the contents of her suitcase into the hallway. “That was the 
first time he had been aggressive with me,” she said. 

Greville said that at one point she had felt suicidal. “I hon-
estly felt like I didn’t want to carry on any more,” she said, 
sounding tearful. She said she had viewed Giggs as her “sav-
ior” when they met because she was married to a man who 
controlled her finances and had a drinking problem. But 
Giggs had made her feel “paranoid” about her own percep-
tions of their relationship, she said, making her question 
whether she was being “a psycho”. “I was just naive, I was 
just vulnerable, I guess,” she added. 

The trial continues. A dazzling teenage talent, Giggs 
ended his career at Old Trafford as the most-decorated 
player in English football history. As a player, he made a 
club-record 963 appearances over 23 years for 
Manchester United, winning 13 Premier League titles and 
two Champions League trophies. —AFP 
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