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Article 18 iqamas to be canceled 
from Nov 1 for 6-month absence

MoI vows to deport residency violators, no grace periods to be offered
KUWAIT: The ministry of interior announced a 
decision to cancel the residencies of expatriates 
holding article 18 iqamas who left Kuwait on May 1, 
2022 or earlier, from November 1 onwards, equat-
ing to six months spent outside the country. 
Sources told Kuwait Times that all who left from 
June onwards will have their iqamas revoked from 
December onwards, and so on. 

Meanwhile, informed sources revealed the inte-
rior ministry will provide a new site to accommo-
date those detained at the deportation prison in 
preparation for their deportation from the country. 

“The ministry of interior will continue its strict pol-
icy of not tolerating residency violators, and there 
will be no grace periods in which violators are 
allowed to leave with impunity, after giving many 
amnesties that gave permission to violators to 
leave, but they did not obey the instructions, which 
caused the number of violators to double instead of 
decreasing. Moreover, in the recent period, scores 
of foreigners entered Kuwait on visit visas, which 
expired, but they did not leave,” the sources said. 

The sources pointed out the ministry expects to 
arrest hundreds of thousands of violators, which 

will force it to provide places of detention for these 
people, especially since the deportation prison will 
not be enough if the plan to arrest violators goes as 
planned. The sources stressed the deportation pro-
cedures will not be lengthy, and the ministry of 
interior will work in cooperation with concerned 
authorities to deport violators within three days of 
their arrest, except for those who have cases that 
require them to be detained to complete their trials. 

The sources pointed out that instructions have 
been issued to the ministry of interior leadership to 
continue to pursue residency violators and increase 

inspection campaigns, and not be affected by the 
preparations for the National Assembly elections, 
which also requires security teams of military per-
sonnel in large numbers to provide security. 

The sources pointed out the instructions 
issued also include punishing the sponsors of 
those who are arrested and preventing them from 
sponsoring foreigners for a period of not less 
than two years, as well as bearing the cost of 
deporting the expatriate. The deported foreigners 
will face a permanent ban on entering Kuwait in 
the future, they added.

News in brief
Central Bank raises discount rate 
 
KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait raised 
its discount rate by 25 basis points to 2.75 per-
cent effective from Thursday, it said in a state-
ment on Wednesday. The decision was in 
response to inflationary pressures, bank 
Governor Basel Al-Haroon said in the state-
ment. The bank had also increased the rate by 
25 bps on July 27, after a 75-bps hike by the 
US Federal Reserve. All Gulf countries have 
their currencies pegged to the dollar except 
Kuwait, which pegs its dinar to a currency bas-
ket including the dollar. (See Page 8)

Drone warning for Kuwaitis in UAE 
 
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Embassy in Abu Dhabi 
on Thursday warned Kuwaiti citizens traveling 
to the UAE against bringing in, having or using 
drones in this Gulf country to avert legal and 
judicial accountability. The embassy cautioned 
that rules and regulations put in place by the 
UAE’s General Civil Aviation Authority must be 
observed. The UAE’s ministry of interior has 
imposed an indefinite ban on flying or using 
drones and light sports aircraft nationwide in a 
bid to protect lives and properties. — KUNA

Iraq actress suing Economist 
 
BAGHDAD: Iraqi actress Enas Taleb told AFP 
Thursday she is suing British magazine The 
Economist for using a photo of her to illustrate 
a controversial article on obesity among Arab 
women. The article, headlined “Why Women 
Are Fatter Than Men in the Arab World”, was 
published last month with a picture of Taleb 
performing at Iraq’s Babylon International 
Festival. “My photo was used in a context that 
was offensive to women,” the popular actress 
and TV host said. She said she had received 
“numerous insulting comments” that had 
harmed her “psychological state” and unsettled 
her family. — AFP 

New femicide sparks outrage 
 
CAIRO:  Egypt detained a male student 
Wednesday on suspicion of murdering a 
female student who allegedly rejected his 
advances, after the second such campus femi-
cide in two months, prosecutors said. The sus-
pect, from Zagazig, 60 km north of Cairo, 
stands accused of killing his victim, identified 
only by her first name Salma, by “repeatedly 
stabbing her with a knife”, a prosecution state-
ment said. There was widespread outrage on 
social media over the latest killing but some 
users suggested the victim was at fault for 
befriending a male student. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Medics pose for a photo outside the Kuwait Vaccination Center in Mishref after it was closed. 
(More pics on Page 2) 

KUWAIT: As the COVID-19 pandemic indicators 
are improving, the health ministry closed the Kuwait 
Vaccination Center in Mishref on Thursday, with 
vaccinations to be offered at 16 health centers in the 
country’s governorates. The centers have started 
receiving individuals with prior appointments, with 
the service to be provided daily from Sunday to 
Thursday from 3 pm until 8 pm. Abdelrahman Al-
Zaid Center in West Mishref will inoculate children 
under 18 years, while booster jabs for all age groups 
will be administered at the Jaber Causeway and 
Jleeb centers without prior appointment. 
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GAZA: Mourners carry the body of Palestinian child Liyan Al-Shaer after she 
succumbed to her injuries sustained in last week’s Zionist air strikes in Khan 
Younis on Aug 11, 2022.  — AFP 

GENEVA: The UN rights chief 
voiced alarm Thursday at the number 
of Palestinian children killed and 
wounded this month and demanded 
those responsible be brought to 
account. Last week saw three days of 
intense conflict between the Zionist 
entity and Islamic Jihad militants in 
the densely populated Palestinian 
enclave of Gaza. 

“Inflicting hurt on any child during 
the course of conflict is deeply dis-

turbing,” Michelle Bachelet, the 
United Nations high commissioner for 
human rights, said in a statement. 
“The killing and maiming of so many 
children this year is unconscionable.” 
The Zionist air and artillery strikes 
targeted positions of the Iran-backed 
Islamic Jihad group. Her office said 19 
Palestinian children had been killed in 
the Palestinian territories in the recent 
unrest, taking the total number this 
year to 37. 

The latest child casualty was 10-
year-old Liyan Al-Shaer, who died in 
a Jerusalem hospital Thursday from a 
head wound sustained in the latest 
round of Gaza violence. Seventeen 
children were killed during the Gaza 
hostilities from Aug 5 to 7, while two 
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BEIRUT: Bystanders hailed as a hero an armed 
customer who held bank staff hostage for hours 
Thursday in Lebanon because he couldn’t access 
funds frozen after the country’s economic collapse. 
The suspect, identified only as Bassam, was armed 
with a rifle and had doused the interior of the bank 
with gasoline, security sources said. But after eight 
hours the standoff ended peacefully. “Bassam you 
are a hero!” cheering bystanders chanted outside 
the bank. 

The incident was the latest involving local banks 
and angry depositors unable to access savings that 
have been locked in Lebanese banks since the 
country’s economic crisis began in 2019. Official 
media said the suspect turned himself in when the 
bank agreed to give him $30,000 out of his more 
than $200,000 in trapped savings. “Employees tak-

en hostage have also begun to leave the bank,” 
Lebanon’s National News Agency (NNA) said. 

An AFP correspondent at the scene saw 
hostages and the suspect being escorted away in 
police cars from the Federal Bank branch where the 
drama unfolded, near west Beirut’s commercial cen-
ter of Hamra Street. Protesters at the scene had 
chanted “down with the rule of the banks”, while 
others took to social media to express their support 
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BEIRUT: An armed holding hostages is seen through 
the door of the Federal Bank of Lebanon smoking a 
cigarette on Hamra street on Aug 11, 2022. — AFP 

BAZARAK, Afghanistan: A year since returning 
to power in Afghanistan, the Taleban are a 
stronger military force than ever, but threats to 
their rule do exist. To tighten their grip, the 
Taleban have poured thousands of fighters into 
the Panshjir Valley, home to the only conventional 
military threat the Islamists have faced since their 
takeover. The scenic valley, located in northeast-
ern Afghanistan, was for decades a bastion of 
resistance against outside forces, and the birth-
place of the National Resistance Front (NRF). 

On the other side of the spectrum, the Islamic 
State-Khorasan group (IS-K) has planted bombs 
and staged multiple suicide attacks in the past 12 
months. But the jihadists have focused on soft 
targets - chiefly Shiite mosques and Sikh temples 
- rather than tackle the Taleban head-on.  
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