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TEHRAN: Iran dismissed as “fiction” Thursday US 
allegations it had plotted to kill former White House 
national security adviser John Bolton in retaliation 
for the assassination of one of its top commanders. 

The US claim comes at a crunch moment in 
talks on reviving a nuclear deal between Iran and 
major powers that Washington had abandoned in 
2018 but has said it wants to rejoin, with Iran now 
considering what European Union mediators have 
called a “final” text. 

“The US Justice Department has made allega-
tions without providing valid evidence, creating a 
new work of fiction,” Iran’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Nasser Kanani said. 

“This time they have come up with a plot involv-
ing individuals like Bolton whose political career has 
failed,” Kanani scoffed. “The Islamic Republic 
warns against any action that targets Iranian citi-
zens by resorting to ridiculous accusations.” 

On Wednesday the US Justice Department 
announced it had stifled a plot by a member of 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) to 
kill Bolton, offering an unidentified person inside the 
United States $300,000 to carry out the job. The 
alleged plan was likely set in retaliation for the US 
killing of top Guards commander Qasem Soleimani 
in Iraq in January 2020, the department said. 

The plot, which stretched from October 2021 
until April this year, never made headway because 
the ostensible assassin was an informant of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

But court documents show the FBI let the plot-
ting continue to collect information on mastermind 
Shahram Poursafi, a member of the IRGC’s elite 
Quds force, and on Iran’s broader plans, including 
another plot to kill an even more prominent former 
US official, reported to be former secretary of state 
Mike Pompeo. 

Poursafi, who is believed to still be in Iran, was 
charged by the Justice department with two counts 
relating to plotting a murder. 

Nuclear talks at stake  
In an interview Thursday with CNN, Bolton said 

the alleged plot reveals Iran’s approach to foreign 
policy. “What’s important to understand is just how 
detailed the work was to send me off to the great 
beyond, and really the extent to which the govern-
ment of Iran had thought this through, was 
engaged in planning,” he said. 

“I think it’s very clear that it’s not just former 
government officials that Iran is after,” he said. 
There was no indication of whether the US allega-
tions would impact efforts to restore the 2015 Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the agree-
ment between Iran and major powers to limit its 
nuclear program so that Tehran does not develop 
atomic weapons. 

In a move that had been advocated by Bolton 
and Pompeo, former US president Donald Trump 
unilaterally withdrew from the pact in 2018, open-
ing the way for Tehran to step up its nuclear pro-
gram. President Joe Biden has sought to return the 
United States to the deal, offering an easing of 
sanctions in exchange for Iran returning to full 
compliance. 

But a final agreement has been held up since 
early this year, according to officials, in part by 
Tehran’s demand that Washington remove its for-
mal designation of the IRGC as sponsors of ter-
rorist activity. Brokering the Vienna negotiations, 
the European Union recently submitted a “final” 
draft agreement to both the United States and 
Iran for review. 

“There is no more space for negotiations,” a 
spokesman for the bloc, Peter Stano, said Tuesday. 

“We have a final text. So it’s the moment for a 
decision: yes or no.” Bolton though said the assas-
sination plot was reason to avoid any agreement 
with Tehran. “I think we ought to put the kibosh on 
these negotiations and deal with the growing threat 
that Iran poses and not try to appease them,” he 
told CNN. —AFP

Alleged British IS 
‘Beatle’ held in jail  
 
LONDON: A British man accused of being part of an 
Islamic State (IS) kidnap-and-murder cell known as the 
“Beatles” was remanded in custody Thursday on terror-
ism charges after Turkey deported him to the UK. Aine 
Davis, 38, was an alleged member of the IS cell that held 
dozens of foreign hostages in Syria between 2012 and 
2015 and was known to their captives as the “Beatles” 
because of their British accents. 

Two of the four have already been brought to justice 
in the United States for the gruesome beheadings and 
killings of several American captives, while another of 
the quartet died in Syria. 

British police arrested Davis after he was deported 
by Turkish authorities and landed at Luton airport near 
London late Wednesday. He faces three counts under 
UK terrorism laws, two related to terrorism fundraising 
in 2014 and one related to possessing a firearm. 
Appearing at a London magistrates’ court flanked by 
two suited police officers Thursday morning, Davis-
sporting a short beard and grey T-shirt-spoke only to 
confirm his name and that he was of no fixed abode. 

His lawyer confirmed he would not be entering a plea 
or seeking bail at this stage. 

Chief magistrate Paul Goldspring said bail would in 
any case be refused partly due to Davis’ “propensity to 
travel on forged documents” and ordered him held in 
prison. He referred the case to the crown court, which 
deals with serious criminal offences, with a pre-trial 
hearing set for September 2 at the central criminal court, 
known as the Old Bailey. Goldspring noted that if con-
victed, Davis will face “years, not months” in jail. 

 
US trials  

The four members of the “Beatles” are accused of 
abducting at least 27 journalists and relief workers from 
the United States, Britain, Europe, New Zealand, Russia 
and Japan. They were allegedly involved in the murders 
of American journalists James Foley and Steven Sotloff, 
as well as aid workers Peter Kassig and Kayla Mueller. 
The accused cell members, who all grew up in west 
London, allegedly tortured and killed the four American 
victims, including by beheading, and IS released videos 
of the murders for propaganda purposes. 

Alexanda Kotey, a 38-year-old former British nation-
al extradited from the UK to the US in 2020 to face 
charges there, pleaded guilty to his role in the deaths 
last September and was sentenced to life in prison in 
April. El Shafee Elsheikh, 34, another former British 
national also extradited to the US at the same time, was 
found guilty of all charges in April, and will be sen-
tenced next week. 

They were captured in January 2018 by a Kurdish 
militia in Syria and turned over to US forces in Iraq 
before being sent to Britain and then the US. 

There they faced federal court charges of hostage-
taking, conspiracy to murder US citizens and supporting 
a foreign terrorist organization. The other “Beatles” exe-
cutioner, Mohamed Emwazi, was killed by a US drone in 
Syria in 2015. 

 
Wife convicted  

Davis was arrested in Istanbul in 2015 by Turkish 
authorities on suspicion of being an IS member, and was 
using a forged travel document, the magistrates’ court 
heard Thursday. He was convicted in Turkey 18 months 
later, sentenced to seven-and-a-half years imprisonment, 
and released in July into an immigration detention centre 
where he remained until he was deported this week. 

Detailing its case, CPS prosecutor Kashif Malik said 
Davis converted to Islam and adopted the name Hamza, 
visiting countries including Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates between 2007 and 2012 with his wife 
Amal El-Wahabi. In 2014, she became the first person in 
Britain to be convicted of funding IS jihadists after try-
ing to send 20,000 euros-worth $25,000 at the time-to 
him in Syria. —AFP 

Iran rejects US assassination plot claim
Washington charges Iranian with plot to kill John Bolton

WASHINGTON: This handout image provided by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) on August 10, 2022, 
shows the poster of 45-year-old Shahram Poursafi.  —AFP

Several killed in 
Somaliland protests  

 
MOGADISHU: Several people were killed and dozens 
wounded on Thursday after police opened fire on anti-gov-
ernment demonstrators in several towns in the breakaway 
Somali region of Somaliland, opposition party members and 
witnesses said. Hundreds of people took to the streets in the 
capital Hargeisa and the cities of Burao and Erigavo after 
negotiations between the government and opposition par-
ties broke down, with the latter accusing the authorities of 
seeking to delay a presidential election due in November. 

Protesters carried placards saying “Hold the election on 
13th November 2022” and chanting anti-government slo-
gans. “Peace can only prevail in Somaliland with the provi-
sion of fair and free elections, let those who defend democ-
racy prevail,” Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi, the leader 
of the main opposition Waddani party, told a crowd in 
Hargeisa. One protest organizer, Ahmed Ismail, told AFP 
that three people including a woman were killed in 
Hargeisa, and 34 others admitted to hospital. 

“Several people including one of the security guards of 
our party leader were killed, we are still investigating the 
overall fatalities which can be higher,” a Waddani member 
told AFP, requesting anonymity. One person died in Erigavo 
during clashes between the protesters and police, eyewit-
ness Abdullahi Mohamud said. —AFP 

Aine Davis has previously said he posed in this 
photo as a ‘joke’

Shelling at Ukraine  
nuclear plant as  
UN issues warning 

 
KYIV: Russia and Ukraine accused each other of new 
shelling near the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant on 
Thursday ahead of a UN Security Council meeting to 
address concerns over the facility’s security. 

Both Moscow and Kyiv said there were five rocket 
strikes near a radioactive material storage area at the 
plant, Europe’s biggest nuclear facility which has been 
a focus of renewed fighting in recent days. 

Ukraine’s nuclear agency Energoatom said later 
that there had been fresh Russian shelling near one of 
the plant’s six reactors that had caused “extensive 
smoke” and “several radiation sensors are damaged”. 
The Ukrainian plant is under the control of Russian 
troops and Ukraine has accused Moscow of basing 
hundreds of soldiers and storing arms there. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has 
warned that Russia could cause an incident “even more 
catastrophic than Chernobyl”-a reference to the 
nuclear disaster in then Soviet Ukraine in 1986. 

United Nations chief Antonio Guterres also said in a 
statement that continued hostilities around the facility 
could “lead to disaster”. He urged both sides “to cease 
immediately” all military activity near the power plant. 

‘State sponsor of terrorism’  
The Soviet-era plant in southern Ukraine was cap-

tured by Russian troops at the beginning of March-
shortly after Moscow launched its invasion and has 
remained on the frontline since then. 

“Russia has turned the nuclear station into a battle-
field,” Zelensky said, addressing a Ukraine donors con-
ference in Copenhagen by video link. He called for 
stronger sanctions against Russia saying it was a “ter-
rorist state”-on the same day that Latvian MPs adopt-
ed a resolution calling Russia a “state sponsor of ter-
rorism”. The statement said Russia’s actions in Ukraine 
constituted “targeted genocide against the Ukrainian 
people” and said the use of violence against civilians 
should be considered “terrorism”. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba hailed it 
as a “timely move” and urged other countries to follow 
suit, while Russian foreign ministry spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova called it “xenophobia”. Latvia has 
also urged all EU countries to ban tourist visas for 
Russian citizens and said the measure should be 
extended to Belarusians because of the Belarusian 
regime’s support for the invasion. —AFP 


