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Metallica, Mariah Carey and the
Jonas Brothers will be among the
acts performing in New York’s

Central Park this year at the Global
Citizen Festival, the organization
announced Thursday. Rosalia, Charlie
Puth, Maneskin and Mickey Guyton will
join them in taking the stage at the event,
which is now in its 10th year and is aimed
at drumming up support for preserving
international aid to eradicate extreme
poverty, in addition to a number of other
causes.

The Central Park concert is slated for
September 24 as is a sister show in

Accra, where Usher, SZA, Stormzy,
H.E.R., Sarkodie, Stonebwoy and Tems
are all scheduled to perform. Taking place
since 2012 as world leaders gather in
New York for the UN General Assembly,
Global Citizen distributes tickets for free
to supporters who pledge to take actions
such as sending letters to their govern-
ments in support of development aid.

The 2022 event, which Priyanka
Chopra Jonas will host, calls on world
leaders as well as philanthropists to
relieve debt, empower girls, improve food
access and invest in climate solutions in
countries that suffer climate change’s

worst effects but whose carbon emis-
sions pale in comparison to the globe’s
richest nations. “Decades of systemic
and political failures have led humanity
into the midst of converging and rapidly
deteriorating crises-climate, hunger,
health, war and conflict,” Hugh Evans,
Global Citizen’s co-founder and CEO,
said in a statement. “The most marginal-
ized populations are paying the price of
the stagnant inaction of our leaders, and
now millions of lives, and the future of our
planet, are at stake.”—AFP

Metallica, Mariah Carey to play 
New York show for foreign aid

Michael Jordan ‘Last
Dance’ jersey
to be auctioned in
September

Ajersey worn by basketball legend
Michael Jordan during Game 1 of
the 1998 NBA Finals, his last title

victory, is set to be auctioned off in
September for an estimated $3-5 million,
Sotheby’s announced Wednesday. The
iconic red Chicago Bulls jersey, with
Jordan’s number 23 on the back, is only
the second worn by the star during his six
championships to be sold at auction.
Most of Jordan’s NBA Finals jerseys
remain in private hands, according to
Sotheby’s, although he has donated one
to the Smithsonian National Museum of
African American History and Culture.

Jordan, now 59, spent the bulk of his
basketball career with the Bulls, with
whom he won all six of his titles, but
came out of retirement in 2001 to play
two seasons with the Washington
Wizards. His final season with the Bulls
was detailed in the ESPN/Netflix docu-
mentary “The Last Dance” released in
2020.

“The 1997-1998 season is perhaps
one of the most popular among Jordan

fans, as Michael was reaching the height
of his abilities while simultaneously pur-
suing what he understood would be his
last chance at an NBA Championship
with the Chicago Bulls,” said Brahm
Wachter, head of streetwear and modern
collectables at Sotheby’s, in a press
release. The jersey will first be publicly
displayed in Monterey, California before
being shipped to New York, where fans
will also have the chance to view it during
the online auction which runs from
September 6-14.

Though the estimate by Sotheby’s is
lower than the record set in May for the
most expensive sports memorabilia ever
sold — $9.3 million for soccer star Diego
Maradona’s “Hand of God” jersey-it would
be the highest price ever for one of
Jordan’s artifacts. —AFP

Brazilian woman
arrested for
stealing mother’s
artwork

Brazilian authorities arrested a late
art collector ’s daughter
Wednesday for allegedly orches-

trating a scam in which a supposed psy-
chic moved into her octogenarian moth-
er’s home and stole millions, police and
media reports said. The woman from Rio
de Janeiro is accused of deceiving and
extorting her 82-year-old mother out of
paintings, jewels and cash valued at a
total 725 million reais ($145 million) in a
months-long scheme, police told AFP.

The 16 paintings stolen by the woman
and five alleged accomplices-three of
whom were also arrested-included
works by Brazilian masters Tarsila do
Amaral and Emiliano Di Cavalcanti, local
media reports said. The arrested woman
is reportedly the daughter of Jean
Boghici, a famed Brazilian art collector
who died in 2015. Her mother, Boghici’s
widow and heir to his collection, was
allegedly tricked into believing her
daughter was sick, and then persuaded

to hire a woman with supposed healing
powers to administer a “spiritual treat-
ment,” according to news site G1.

The mother paid some $970,000
from January to February 2020, but
became suspicious and stopped the
payments. The “psychic” and her
accomplices then allegedly threatened
and attacked the widow, isolating her at
home for nearly a year as they stole her
artworks and jewels.

The stolen paintings included “O
Sono” and “Sol Poente” by Do Amaral, a

master of Brazilian Modernism. The lat-
ter, a famed 1929 oil painting, was found
under one suspect’s bed, according to
G1. Other works had been sold to art
galleries, and at least two ended up in
the hands of Argentine businessman
Eduardo Costantini, founder of the
Museum of Latin American Art in Buenos
Aires (Malba), the museum told newspa-
per Folha de Sao Paulo.—AFP

This handout picture released by Rio de Janeiro’s Civil Police shows police officers holding the
painting “Sol Poente” by Brazilian artist Tarsila do Amaral in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. — AFP 

This undated handout image provided by
Sotheby’s shows Michael Jordan’s Game-
Worn 1998 NBA Finals ‘The Last Dance’
Jersey, from Game 1, which is set to be auc-
tioned in New York. — AFP 

Screen legend Olivia Newton-John
will be honored with a state memo-
rial service in her adoptive home-

land Australia, authorities said Thursday,
touting an upbeat sendoff for the late
Grammy-winning actress. The British-
born, Aussie-raised star of the 1978 hit
musical “Grease” died on Monday at her
home in Southern California.

The cause of death was not stated,

but the 73-year-old Newton-John had
spent three decades trying to-as she put
it-”win over” breast cancer. Victoria state
Premier Dan Andrews said Newton-
John’s family had accepted the offer of a
state memorial that “would be much
more of a concert than a funeral”. “It will
be an appropriate celebration of such a
rich and generous life.”

A date for the memorial has not yet

been set. Her widower, John Easterling,
on Thursday posted a tribute to her and
thanked fans for the “vast ocean of love
and support” that has come with her
passing. “She was the most courageous
woman I’ve ever known,” he said. “In her
most difficult times she always had the
spirit, the humor, and the will power to
move things into the light.”— AFP 

Olivia Newton-John
to get state memorial

in Australia

In this file photo taken 1983 US actor John Travolta and British-Australian actress and singer
Olivia Newton-John shoot the film “Two of a kind” directed by John Herzteld and released in
1983. 

In this file photo taken on November 25, 1978 French singer Joe Dassin and Australian actress and singer Olivia Newton-John record a TV show
at the Studio des Buttes Chaumont in Paris. 

In this file photo taken on February 23, 2017
British-Australian singer Olivia Newton-John

performs at the 58th Vina del Mar International
Song Festival in Vina del Mar, Chile.

Flowers and a photo are placed on the star of Australian singer and actress Olivia Newton-
John on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Hollywood, California. — AFP photos


