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A Sudanese woman bearing blade scars on her
face is pictured at the village of Om Maghad.

‘This freaking tower!’:
Tech saves potty 
mouthed stars in 
vertigo thriller ‘Fall’

When you’re dangling from a
tower 2,000 feet above the
desert floor by your finger-

tips, it may be difficult not to drop a
couple of F-bombs-even if you’re a
Hollywood actor shooting a PG-13
rated movie. Fortunately, a new
editing technology came to the res-
cue of the “potty-mouthed” stars of
“Fall,” out in US theaters Friday,
which follows two young women
who decide to scale an impossibly
tall metal tower in the remote
California desert.

This being a movie, the adven-
ture doesn’t go to plan, leaving
Becky (Grace Caroline Currey) and
Hunter (Virginia Gardner) stranded
on a tiny platform where vertigo is
just one of the terrifying challenges
they must overcome. “I’m talking
about the most intense winds I’ve
ever experienced,” Currey told AFP,
of the grueling shoot.

“Gini (Gardner) and I are just
holding on to that pole, sitting
there, swaying, looking at each
other, and it’s making sounds. “We
had a moment going, ‘what did we
get ourselves into? Also, are these
our final hours? Are we gonna
make it down?’” “There was defi-
nitely some swearing in the envi-
ronment and in the air.” Though the
movie was not shot at the real B67
TV Tower, which is twice the height
of the Eiffel Tower, the actors still
had to perform on a terrifying set: a
60-foot tower perched atop a sheer
cliff in the Mojave desert.

Using judicious angles to avoid
showing the mountain, British
director Scott Mann was able to
retain a realistic feel for the indy
thriller at the tiny budget of $3 mil-
lion. But when major Hollywood
studio Lionsgate agreed to distrib-
ute the film, there was one prob-
lem. The actors were cursing
throughout, using language likely
to trigger a restricted “R” rating that
could dampen box office receipts.
“Potty mouths Virginia and Grace,
is what I’d say!” joked Mann, in an
interview with AFP via Zoom. “I do
not blame Gini and Grace-because
let’s be honest, off the top of this
ridiculous structure, thousands of
feet up, asking to improvise out
scenes, it is entirely justified they
would be saying that.” “Definitely
my fault!” he admitted.

‘Potty-mouth language’ 
While a giant summer super-

hero movie might typically reshoot
certain scenes, the budget on
“Fall” did not allow for that, and
filmmakers were reluctant to edit
out dialog. Instead they found a
creative solution: a nascent tech-
nology, primarily invented for for-
eign-language dubbing, enabling
them to seamlessly swap in more
family-friendly audio.

It maps the actors’ faces, learn-
ing their specific mouth move-
ments, before manipulating these
motions with 3D computer effects
to sync with new dialog. “What the
technology allowed was, rather
than having to rebuild the tower
and go up the mountain again, just
to go to a sound studio,” said
Mann, who co-founded a start-up
working on the technology.

“We rewrote those little
moments, just to work around
some of that potty-mouth language,
and then basically inject it back into
the movie.” While the tool has been
referred to as “deepfake,” Mann
said that label suggests more
nefarious uses such as pornogra-
phy, while in reality it is more
“hands-off.” “It’s an interesting use,
and I think it was a good solution,”
he said.

‘Wild’ 
Despite being released in mid-

August-typically a period with low
audiences, where many weaker
films are unceremoniously dumped
by studios-”Fall” has received very
positive reviews. The Guardian
said the micro-budget movie should
embarrass other giant studios who
throw “a hundred times more at
blockbusters with a hundred times
less of a thrill factor,” while Vanity
Fair dubbed it “an engrossing dog-
days surprise.”

For Currey, who did many of her
own stunts including clinging on to
a plummeting ladder, making the
movie was “pretty wild, not like any-
thing I’ve ever done before.” “And
we didn’t know if we were going to
be R or PG-13,” she added. “As far
as Gini and I knew, we could say
whatever we wanted!”— AFP

Norwegian woman
climber on track 
to break ‘super
peaks’ record

Norwegian climber Kristin Harila has
just three mountains left in her bid
to climb the world’s 14 “super

peaks” in record time after successfully
summiting Pakistan’s Gasherbrum I, offi-
cials said Thursday. Nepali Nirmal Purja
holds the record for climbing the world’s
8,000 meter-plus (26,000 feet) moun-
tains-six months and six days-but Harila
now has until early November to com-
plete her quest and beat his time. Harila’s
latest successful summit was reported on
her official social media pages and con-
firmed by Karrar Hadri, secretary of
Pakistan’s Alpine Club. “The second
phase in Pakistan was very challenging
and dangerous: ever-changing weather
conditions, being hit by a rock, illness and
a very tight schedule,” read a message
on Harila’s Instagram page. “But here we
are with only three peaks left.”

Five of the 14 super peaks are in
Pakistan-including K2, the world’s sec-
ond highest mountain-and the country
has enjoyed a record-breaking climbing
season this year. Sajid Hussain, head of
the tourism department in Gilgit Baltistan,
told AFP they had issued about 1,780
permits for the top peaks. “It has boosted
our tourism and has increased our for-
eign exchange,” he said. Only around 40

people in history have summited all 14 of
the super peaks, but none have come
close to Purja’s 2019 expedition.

He demolished the previous record for
accomplishing the feat with supplemental
oxygen, set by Poland’s Jerzy Kukuczka
in the 1980s at seven years, 11 months
and 14 days. In an interview with AFP
earlier this year, 36-year-old Harila said
she was inspired to show women were
as capable as men of achieving great
mountaineering feats.

“In history and until now, it has been
the strong macho men going out climbing
mountains,” she said. “When I talk to
people that are not in this sport, they
believe that men are more capable than
women... If we are going to change, we
need to get attention and show that
women are just as capable.” The three
remaining mountains for Harila are Cho
Oyu (sixth highest, in Nepal/China),
Manaslu (eighth, Nepal) and
Shishapangma (14th, China). — AFP 

Kholoud Massaed of the Hadaria
tribe in Sudan vividly recalls the
day her face was scarred with a

sharp blade, an ancient practice that was
once common. Now in her 80s, she still
carries on each cheek the three lesion
lines that have since darkened over time.
“They took me to a man who was known
to carry out this practice. He did it with a
small knife,” Massaed told AFP in her vil-
lage of Om Maghad, some 66 kilometers
(40 miles) south of Khartoum.

“I was seven years old and I cried.
They told me I should have these facial
marks as it’s a sign of beauty.” Tribal
scarring, an ancient practice that used to
be commonplace in Sudan, involves
marking the skin, mainly to identify tribal
affiliation or as a symbol of attractiveness.

It was also practiced in Sudan, where
according to Minority Rights Group
roughly 30 percent of the population is
believed to belong to African minorities,

while the rest are Sudanese Arabs. The
practice has greatly reduced over the
years, with many now viewing it as
unsanitary, archaic and obsolete. “People
used to sing for it,” said Massaed. “It had
great value in the past.” For a long time,
she struggled to come to terms with her
scarring, and now she is grateful that the
practice has been dying out.

When her own children came of age,
Massaed refused to let them endure the
same agonies. “I didn’t take any of my
children to be marked,” she said. “It’s a
different time now.” “Only old people still
bear these markings, not the younger
generations.”

Like Massaed, Fatma Ahmed of the
Ja’aileen tribe bears similar lines on her
face. “The pain lasted for weeks,” she
said, adding that she used many tradi-
tional healing ointments to ease her suf-
fering. Communities in remote rural areas
of Sudan have long struggled to access

proper health care because of poor facili-
ties and infrastructure. Many men were
also marked for life.

For males, these marks often varied
from small vertical or horizontal lines on
the cheeks to shapes resembling a “T” or
“H”, according to Babiker Mohammed
from the Mahas tribe. “It was not a choice
back then. It was inevitable,” said the 72-
year-old. “People just took children to the
person known for marking faces, and he
would mark the face according to their
tribe name,” he said.

Mohammed said that he too refused to
mark his own children. “I’m probably from
the last generation that had their faces
marked” in Sudan, he said. Idris Moussa
Abdelrahman, who is from the Ja’aileen
tribe, hopes the practice never returns.
“It’s a distortion and harms people for no
reason.” — AFP

Ice-age footprints
shed light on 
North America’s
early humans

Footprints laid down by Ice-Age
hunter-gatherers and recently dis-
covered in a US desert are shedding

new light on North America’s earliest
human inhabitants. Dozens of fossilized
prints found in dried-up riverbeds in the
western state of Utah reveal more details
about how the continent’s original occu-
pants lived more than 12,000 years ago-
just as the frozen planet was starting to
thaw.

The fossils could have remained unno-
ticed if not for a chance glance out of a
moving car as researchers Daron Duke
and Thomas Urban drove through Hill Air
Force Base chatting about footprints. “We
were talking about ‘what would they look
like?’,” Duke told AFP. “And he said: Kind
of like that out the window.’” What the two
men had found turned out to be 88 dis-
tinct prints left by a mixture of adults and
children.

“They vary between just looking like
discolored patches on the ground and...
little pop ups, little pieces of dirt around
them or on them. But they look like foot-
prints,” Duke said. What came next was a
painstaking few days of very careful dig-
ging-sometimes lying on his belly-to
ensure that what they were looking at

was as old as it appeared.
“What I found was bare feet of peo-

ple... that had stepped in what looks to be
shallow water where there was a mud
sub layer,” Duke explained. “The minute
they pulled their foot out, the sand infilled
that and has preserved it perfectly.”

Duke, of the Nevada-based Far
Western Anthropological Research
Group, had been in the area looking for
evidence of prehistoric campfires built by
the Shoshone, a people whose descen-
dents still live in the western United
States. He had brought Urban over from
Cornell University because of his expert-
ise in uncovering evidence of ancient
humans-including the discovery of human
tracks in New Mexico’s White Sands
National Park that are thought to be up to
23,000 years old.—AFP

Kholoud Massaed of the
Hadaria tribe in Sudan,
bearing blade scars on her
face, is pictured at the vil-
lage of Om Maghad, some
66 kilometers (40 miles)
south of Khartoum.
—AFP photos

Kholoud Massaed of the Hadaria tribe in Sudan, bearing blade scars on
her face, is pictured at the village of Om Maghad.

A Sudanese man bearing blade scars on his face is pictured at the village of Om Maghad.

A Sudanese man bearing
blade scars on his face is
pictured at the village of
Om Maghad.

This handout image shows a footprint from
the Ice Age discovered on an archaeological
site in the southern Great Salt Lake Desert on
the Utah Test and Training Range, about 80
miles west of Salt Lake City. — AFP 


