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LOS ANGELES: A court case brought by Kobe
Bryant’s widow over graphic photographs taken by
first responders at the site of the helicopter crash
that killed him got under way in the United States
on Wednesday.

The basketball superstar and his teenage daugh-
ter were among nine people who died when their
chopper smashed into a hillside near Los Angeles in
January 2020. Vanessa Bryant alleges she suffered
emotional distress because personnel from the Los
Angeles Sheriff ’s Department and firefighters
snapped pictures of the scene, which they later
shared with friends and first responders.

“At least 11 (sheriff’s) personnel and a dozen fire-
fighters shared the photos within 24 hours of the
crash,” Bryant’s attorneys wrote in court papers.

“In the following weeks, one (sheriff’s) deputy
flaunted photos of remains at a bar, another texted
photos to a group of video game buddies, and
(county fire) personnel displayed photos at an
awards gala.”

Lawyers for Los Angeles County do not dispute
that the photos were taken, but insist they have nev-
er been made public and have now been deleted.
Mira Hashmall, representing the county in the civil
litigation, said the case hinged on this issue of pub-
lic dissemination.

“From the time of the crash to now, the county
has worked tirelessly to prevent its crash site photos
from getting into the public domain,” she said. “Over
two and a half years later, no county photos have
appeared in the media, none can be found online,
and the plaintiffs admit they’ve never seen them.”

Vanessa Bryant’s case has been combined with a
similar case brought by Chris Chester, whose wife
and 13-year-old daughter also died in the crash. A
jury of six women and four men were selected
Wednesday, CNN reported.

Relatives of several other victims were last year
granted $2.5 million in compensation over the pho-
to-taking. An investigation into the crash found the
pilot had probably become disorientated after fly-
ing the Sikorsky S-76 into fog.

Bryant is widely recognized as one of the great-
est basketball players ever, a figure who became the
face of his sport during a glittering two decades
with the Los Angeles Lakers.

He was a five-time NBA champion in a career
that began in 1996 straight out of high school and
lasted until his retirement in 2016, after which he
began building a lucrative business portfolio. He
was also a two-time Olympic gold medalist, helping
the US squad of NBA stars to titles in 2008 in
Beijing and 2012 in London. — AFP

Trial on Kobe Bryant death 
crash photos begins in US

At least 11 personnel, dozen firefighters shared photos within 24 hours of the crash

Reed struggles 
as Vincent sets 
pace in Singapore
SINGAPORE: Zimbabwe’s Scott Vincent contin-
ued his red-hot streak at the International Series
events by carding a bogey-free eight-under-par 64
to grab the first-round lead in Singapore on
Thursday.

The International Series Singapore offers a
lucrative purse of US$1.5 million and is part of the
new International Series funded by the Saudi-
backed LIV to the tune of $400 million.

Vincent, who won the England edition in June,
was in scintillating form again as he fired eight
birdies — four on each side of the front and back-
nine to take a one-shot advantage over Malaysia’s
Gavin Green at the Tanah Merah Country Club.

Vincent started well with an opening birdie on
his back-nine 10.

The Zimbabwean picked up further gains on 13,
16 and 18 before marking his inward-nine with
birdies on holes one, three, five and eight.

“It was a good day as a lot of things went my
way. It was a good challenge, trying to stay in the
present, enjoy each stage and not get too far ahead.
I’m just out here trying to be a little better each
day,” said Vincent.

After missing the cut in six out of his previous

eight starts, Green was pleased with his resurgence
especially after storming home with three consecu-
tive birdies for a flawless 65.

“The last few years have been really tough for
me. But I’ve put in a lot of hard work and it’s coming
back nicely,” said the Malaysian number one.

LIV golf rebel Patrick Reed, meanwhile, had a
day to forget after he struggled under scorching
conditions to end the day nine shots back of
Vincent in 78th place. The 2018 Masters cham-
pion traded three bogeys against two birdies for
a 73. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: File photo shows people gather in front of a mural of former Los Angeles Laker Kobe Bryant and
his daughter Gianna, both with a set of wings, by artist sloe_motions displayed on a wall in downtown Los
Angeles, California as as they mark the one-year anniversary of Kobe Bryant’s death.  —AFP

SINGAPORE: (L-R) Sihwan Kim of the US, Patrick Reed of the US and Scott Vincent of Zimbabwe pose next the
trophy ahead of International Series Singapore golf tournament at Tampines Golf course in Singapore. —AFP

LIV Golf lawsuit
makes controversy 
‘personal’: McIlroy
WASHINGTON: Controversy swirling over the
upstart LIV Golf series got “a little more personal”
when 11 LIV rebels sued the US PGA Tour this
week, Northern Ireland star Rory McIlroy said
Wednesday.

McIlroy and fellow US PGA Tour pro Justin
Thomas both welcomed a judge’s ruling that denied
a request by three LIV Golf players for a temporary
restraining order that would have allowed them to
play in the St. Jude Championship this week, the
first event of the US PGA Tour’s season-ending
playoffs.

The three players qualified for the playoffs were
among 11 golfers who filed an anti-trust lawsuit
against the US Tour challenging the indefinite sus-
pensions imposed by PGA Tour commissioner Jay
Monahan upon those who played in any of the
Saudi-backed LIV tour’s first three events.

McIlroy, who has been a critic of the new series
offering stunning $20 million purses for its 54-hole
events as well as signing bonuses reportedly worth
tens of millions for some stars, said he believed
golfers had the right to choose the new tour-but the
US PGA Tour also had the right to exclude those
who made that decision.

“Guys are going to make their own decisions that
they feel is best for them and that’s totally fine,”
McIlroy said after playing a pro-am round at TPC
Southwind in Memphis, Tennessee. “I don’t
begrudge anyone for going over to play LIV or tak-
ing guaranteed money.

“I think where the resentment comes from from
the membership of this tour is the fact that they
want to try to get their way back in here with no
consequences, and anyone that’s read the PGA Tour
handbook or abided by the rules and regulations,
that would feel very unfair to them.”

As a PGA Tour board member, McIlroy has
even-handedly fielded questions about LIV Golf-
spearheaded by Australian Greg Norman-for
months. But he acknowledged that the lawsuit hit
close to the bone. “I certainly have a little more
respect for the guys that haven’t put their names to
the suit,” McIlroy said. “It’s become a little more
personal because of that.”

The fact that Australian Matt Jones and
Americans Talor Gooch and Hudson Swafford
weren’t given temporary relief from their suspen-
sions to compete in the playoffs was, McIlroy said,
“a good day for the Tour and for the majority of the
membership.” He noted, however, that it remained to
be seen how the full lawsuit would play out. “It’s like
you birdied the first hole, but you’ve still got 17
holes to go,” he said. 

Thomas said he’s not looking too closely at what
promises to be a protracted legal battle. “The only
thing I really care about is this golf tournament and
trying to play well and trying to win the FedExCup,”
Thomas said. “And to be honest, I just don’t care
about all that stuff that’s going on.

“However it’s going to happen is going to hap-
pen. I may have an opinion here or there, but at the
end of the day, once it gets to this point, it’s way out
of my hands in terms of getting to lawyers and
judges and things of that nature. —AFP

MEMPHIS: Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland speaks
with the media during the pro-am prior to the FedEx
St. Jude Championship at TPC Southwind in Memphis,
Tennessee. —AFP

NZ cricket great 
Ross Taylor says 
he faced racism
WELLINGTON: New Zealand Cricket said on
Thursday that they are looking into allegations by
former skipper Ross Taylor that he suffered
racism. The 38-year-old, who is of New Zealand-
Samoan descent, retired from international cricket
in April after a glorious career spanning 16 years.

Taylor’s comments are the latest accusation of
racism in cricket. In his autobiography “Black and
White” released on Thursday, the legendary bats-
man says he endured racially barbed comments
from teammates, but does not specify at what lev-
el of the game in New Zealand.

Taylor said that for most of his career he was
“an anomaly, a brown face in a vanilla line-up”.
“In many ways, dressing-room banter is the
barometer,” he wrote. “A teammate used to tell
me, ‘You’re half a good guy, Ross, but which half
is good? You don’t know what I’m referring to.’ I
was pretty sure I did.

“Other players also had to put up with com-
ments that dwelt on their ethnicity.” He represent-
ed New Zealand in 112 Tests, scoring 7,683 runs
between 2006 and 2022. He was captain of the
Black Caps for two years until 2012.

A spokesman for New Zealand Cricket told
AFP they have contacted Taylor about the allega-
tions. “NZC has reached out to Ross to discuss
some of the comments in his book, both to better
understand the details of them and to offer sup-
port. These discussions are ongoing,” said the
spokesman. “Ross currently sits on an NZC work-
ing group seeking to improve the game’s engage-
ment with Pasifika communities and his input is
greatly valued. “We consider him an important
part of our cricket family and are deeply disap-
pointed he’s been exposed to this type of behav-
iour. “NZC deplores racism.”

Last month, an independent review into alle-
gations of racism at Cricket Scotland found the
governance and leadership practices of the
organisation to be “institutionally racist”. In June,
Pakistan-born Azeem Rafiq said his family have
been subjected to “threats, attacks and intimida-
tion” since the former Yorkshire spinner made
allegations of racism against his old club. Rafiq
sent shockwaves through cricket when he said he
had been subjected to racial harassment and bul-
lying during his time as a Yorkshire player. —AFP

Santner stars as 
NZ beat W Indies 
in T20 opener
KINGSTON: West Indies’ season of white ball
woe continued on Wednesday when New Zealand
completed a 13-run win in the first T20 International
of a three-match series at Sabina Park in Jamaica.
Fresh from a successful European sojourn, the Black
Caps posted a formidable 185 for five batting first in
a rain-interrupted innings before their premier
bowlers combined to limit the Caribbean side to 172
for seven in reply.

Since getting the better of Bangladesh 2-0 in a
T20I duel, the West Indies have been swept 3-0 by
the Bangladeshis and India in successive One-Day
International series before going down 4-1 to the
Indians in another T20I campaign immediately pre-
ceding this assignment.

New Zealand almost paid for a period of com-
placency towards the end of the match as an
explosive unbroken 58-run eighth-wicket partner-
ship between Romario Shepherd (31 not out) and
Odean Smith (27 not out) gave the hosts a glimmer
of hope after they had crashed to 114 for seven in
the 16th over.

But they were left with too much to do as “Man
of the Match” Mitchell Santner’s haul of three for 19
ripped the heart of the West Indies batting as he
claimed the wickets of captain Nicholas Pooran first
ball before adding Shimron Hetmyer and top-scorer
Shamarh Brooks (42) to his list of victims.

“It was a bit surprising to see as much spin on
this deck,” said the left-arm spinner after receiving
the award. “Bowling the right lengths is key against
these guys because with the power they possess
they can smash you away pretty easily.”

New Zealand were set on their way after being
put in to bat with an opening stand of 62 between
Devon Conway and Martin Guptill. Skipper Kane
Williamson’s 47 off 33 balls kept the innings rolling
along either side of the rain interruption but it was
the late impetus from Jimmy Neesham, who belted
an unbeaten 33 off just 15 balls with three fours and
two sixes, which pushed the tourists to a target
which ultimately proved to be just beyond the reach
of the bludgeoning Shepherd and Smith.

For Smith the match was a personal triumph as
his batting effort followed career-best T20I figures
of three for 32.”Winning or losing can be conta-
gious and the problem is we are losing at the
moment,” said a downbeat Pooran in reflecting on
yet another setback in the countdown to the World
T20 in October in Australia, where the two-time
champions will have to get through a qualifying
round first. — AFP

KINGSTON: Romario Shepherd of West Indies hits 6 during first T20i match between West Indies and New
Zealand at Sabina Park in Kingston, Jamaica. — AFP


