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TORONTO: Serena Williams, who said this week she 
will soon call time on her storied tennis career, 
departed the WTA Toronto Masters for the last time 
Wednesday with a 6-2, 6-4 loss to Belinda Bencic. 
The second-round defeat by Switzerland’s reigning 
Olympic gold medallist was hardly unexpected, with 
the 40-year-old Williams competing in only her third 
match of 2022. 

Bencic fired eight aces and broke Williams twice in 
the first set and once in the second, advancing on her 
first match point after 78 minutes. But as Bencic her-
self said in the post-match interview on court: 
“Tonight is about her.” Williams’s farewell on-court 
interview was threaded with emotion. 

“I love playing here, I’ve always loved playing 
here,” she said, choking up as fans who cheered her 
throughout the match called out their appreciation. “I 
wish I could have played better tonight, but Belinda 
was playing so well.” 

Williams, who turns 41 next month, had beaten 
Spain’s Nuria Parrizas Diaz on Monday for her 
first singles victory since the 2021 French Open, 
14 months ago. But it sent shockwaves through the 
sport when she revealed in an essay in Vogue 
magazine and an Instagram post on Tuesday that 
“the countdown has begun” to her retirement 
from the sport. 

Williams didn’t specify an actual retirement date 
but is expected to compete next week in Cincinnati 
before travelling to the US Open, which starts on 
August 29. She has lifted the US Open title six 
times, including her first Grand Slam triumph at the 
age of 17 in 1999. 

“It’s been a pretty interesting 24 hours,” said 

Williams, who remains one shy of the all-time record 
of 24 Grand Slam singles titles won by Margaret 
Court. “Like I said in my article, I’m terrible at good-
byes,” she said, her voice breaking. 

“But, goodbye,” she said, then adding with a 
laugh “Toronto.” ‘A joy playing here’ - “It’s been a 
joy playing here all of those years.” Bencic said the 
occasion was “Overwhelming.” Williams’s match was 
preceded by a video tribute played for fans. Before 
she left the court she was presented with jerseys 
from the NBA’s Toronto Raptors and NHL’s Toronto 
Maple Leafs-and with a child’s version of the same 
for daughter Olympia. 

In explaining that she was “evolving away” from 
tennis in the Vogue article, Williams said she wanted 
to focus on family life and new business ventures. 
Bencic said the occasion was “really overwhelming.” 
“It definitely felt very special to be on court with her 
today again,” she said “For me it was great, great, 
opportunity.” 

Williams’s appearance highlighted a day that saw 
US teenager Coco Gauff-who says Williams was “the 
reason why I play tennis”-overcome 13 double-faults 
to battle past Wimbledon champion Elena Rybakina 
and into the third round. 

Gauff beat Rybakina 6-4, 6-7 (8/10), 7-6 (7/3) 
while world number one Iga Swiatek-who beat Gauff 
in the French Open final this year-sailed past 
Australian Ajla Tomljanovic 6-1, 6-2 in 55 minutes. 
Swiatek, 21, said she was “pretty sad” that she’s never 
had a chance to play Williams, even if in the 
American’s heyday “I would probably be the player 
that loses in the quarter-final against her.” 

The Polish player has won six titles this year, 

and when she lost in the third round at Wimbledon 
it ended a 37-match unbeaten run. But she’s not 
sure she wil l  ever scale the kind of heights 
reached by Williams. 

“Being able to kind of do business and tennis at 

the same time, but also be a mother and play well 
and do four Grand Slam finals, it’s amazing,” 
Swiatek said. “I think nobody is going to repeat 
that. I would be happy to have that belief that 
maybe I can do that.”  —AFP
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Rivals jostle for 
Milan’s Serie  
A crown 

 
MILAN: AC Milan have their Serie A rivals snap-
ping at their heels ahead of their title defence, with 
the big boys bolstering their squads over an eventful 
summer which has left the league with no clear 
Scudetto favourite. 

Stefano Pioli’s side kick off the new season against 
Udinese at the San Siro on Saturday as teams gear up 
for a 15-match sprint between now and the World 
Cup in Qatar. Inter Milan, Juventus, Roma and Lazio 
have all made interesting moves, meaning that the 
race is likely to be as open as last year’s, which went 
down to the wire. 

Milan have lost Franck Kessie to Barcelona but 
brought in free-agent striker Divock Origi and spent 
35 million euros ($36 million) on promising but 
unproven forward Charles De Ketelaere. Inter, 
meanwhile, started the summer with a bang by 
bringing back Romelu Lukaku on loan from Chelsea 
but were beaten to the punch by Roma and Juve 
respectively for key targets Paulo Dybala and last 
season’s best defender, Gleison Bremer. 

The loss of Bremer to their biggest rivals was a 
blow for Inter, the inability to strike a deal with Paris 
Saint-Germain for the sale of Milan Skriniar holding 
up the purchase of the Brazilian from Torino and 
allowing Juve to bring in a sound replacement for 
Matthijs de Ligt and Giorgio Chiellini. 

It dented the enthusiasm among fans who had 
thought Simone Inzaghi’s team would strengthen to 

the point of being hot favourites to retake the title 
but are newly worried about the financial stability of 
the club’s Chinese owners Suning. 

 
Pogba back at Juve  

Juve have also brought in star names Paul Pogba-
now out until September with a knee injury-and 
Angel Di Maria, and are going after Leandro 
Paredes, Filip Kostic and mercurial attacker 
Memphis Depay. However, Sunday’s 4-0 friendly 
thrashing at the hands of Atletico Madrid was exac-
erbated by old boy Alvaro Morata’s hat-trick and 
has caused murmurings about the future of coach 
Massimiliano Allegri, who needs a big campaign 
after finishing 16 points behind Milan last time out. 

There has been some worry among Milan fans 
over the low-key nature of their team’s transfer 
moves, as well as the fact that the club didn’t renew 
the contracts of directors Paolo Maldini and Frederic 
Massara-the architects of Milan’s recent revival-until 
the last minute. Supporters are waiting for the 
American investment fund RedBird’s purchase of the 
club to go through, with the closing of the 1.2 billion-
euro ($1.3 billion) deal with current owners Elliott due 
to be completed in late August or early September. 

Meanwhile both Milan clubs are still sweating 
over the fate of their new San Siro stadium develop-
ment, with a public debate expected in September 
decisive to the project’s fate amid significant hostility 
from some local residents. A source at Inter con-
firmed to AFP last month that should the debate go 
against construction and the project be blocked, the 
two teams would move it to a former industrial site 
in working-class Milan suburb Sesto San Giovanni, 
where the recently re-elected mayor has repeatedly 
said there will be no bureaucratic hurdles put in the 
way of a new ground.  —AFP

TORONTO: Serena Williams of the United States waves to the crowd as she leaves the court after losing to Belinda Bencic 
of Switzerland during the National Bank Open, part of the Hologic WTA Tour, at Sobeys Stadium in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada.  —AFP

Kyrgios beat 
Medvedev  

 
MONTREAL: Nick Kyrgios rallied to topple world num-
ber one Daniil Medvedev at the ATP Montreal Masters 
on Wednesday as the top three seeds tumbled in the sec-
ond round. Australia’s Wimbledon finalist beat Medvedev 
6-7 (2/7), 6-4, 6-2 to produce his second career upset of 
a reigning number one after ambushing Rafael Nadal at 
Wimbledon in 2014. 

Unseeded American Tommy Paul also came from a set 
down to send second-seeded Carlos Alcaraz of Spain 
packing 6-7 (4/7), 7-6 (9/7), 6-3 while unseeded Briton 
Jack Draper beat third-seeded Stefanos Tsitsipas of 
Greece 7-5, 7-6 (7/4). Kyrgios started the landslide. The 
mercurial Aussie produced his usual on-court antics, 
complaining about a high bounce, hitting a ball into the 
stands to draw a warning and bickering with his player 
box in moments of tension. 

But after gathering his formidable resources, the 27-
year-old ranked 37th finished off Medvedev in exactly 
two hours. “I don’t go in looking at the rankings, just the 
guy in front of me,” Kyrgios said. “I had a clean objective 
today-play a lot of serve and volley and execute better. 

“”Hopefully I can keep this rolling and keep on 
winning.” Both players were coming off weekend title 
wins, Kyrgios at the Washington 500 on Sunday and 
Medvedev at Los Cabos, Mexico, on Saturday. Kyrgios 
has won 14 of his last 15 matches to improve to 29-7 
for 2022. Medvedev lost for the 11th time in 2022, but 
by reaching the final at Los Cabos-where he lifted his 
first trophy of the season-he is assured of taking the 

number one ranking into his US Open title defense lat-
er this month. 

He was barred from Wimbledon as the tournament 
excluded Russian and Belarussian players over Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Alcaraz, who like Medvedev enjoyed 
a first-round bye, fared no better in his opening match, 
with the teenager admitting pressure got to him. 

Alcaraz came into the event with two prestige 
Masters 1000 titles from Miami and Madrid and holding 
a 42-7 record this season. “It was the first time that I 
couldn’t handle the pressure,” Alcaraz said. “I felt the 
pressure (of being) the number two seed and number 
four in the world. 

“It was the first time that I felt this pressure.” The 
youngster added: “I had chances, I was a break up in the 
second set, had chances to win the match. “He played 
really good in the tough moments. He played great, and I 
couldn’t show my best.” The 34th-ranked Paul claimed 
victory on a volley winner after holding off the Spaniard’s 
charge from 5-2 down in the third set. “It was nice to fin-
ish this match at the net,” said Paul, who fired 36 winners 
to Alcaraz’s 33. “I did a lot of things well today. “I played a 
good level of tennis, comfortable tennis.” 

Tsitsipas completed the hat-trick of losses for the 
tournament elite.Draper, 20, earned his first career win 
over a top-10 opponent as he reached the third round in 
just over two hours with five breaks of the Tsitsipas serve.  

Fourth seed Casper Ruud made it safely through, 
backing up his defeat earlier this season of Alex Molcan 
with a 7-6 (7/3), 6-3 victory over the Slovakian. The 
Norwegian with three trophies so far in 2022 had to work 
to win the opening set after dropping serve as he tried to 
close it out leading 5-4. 

However, he sealed his third-round place in straight 
sets for his 36th win of the season. —AFP

Vela, Ruidiaz lift  
MLS All-Stars to 2-1  
win over Liga MX 

 
WASHINGTON: Goals from Los Angeles FC star 
Carlos Vela and Seattle’s Raul Ruidiaz lifted the Major 
League Soccer All-Stars to a 2-1 victory over their 
Liga MX foes for the second straight year in the MLS 
All-Star Game on Wednesday. 

The MLS All-Stars got things going early at Allianz 
Field in St. Paul, Minnesota, where Vela headed home a 
cross from LAFC teammate Diego Palacios in the third 
minute. Palacios split two Liga MX defenders then 
arced his cross over a crowded penalty box to Vela for 
the goal. 

Ruidiaz doubled the score from the penalty spot in 
the 73rd minute after New England Revolution playmak-
er Carles Gil drew the foul in the penalty area. Pachuca 
defender Kevin Alvarez pulled a goal back for the Liga 
MX side in the 85th, unleashing a long-range blast that 
eluded New York City FC keeper Sean Johnson. 

But the Mexican outfit’s frantic bid for an equalizer in 
the closing minutes came up short and MLS celebrated 
a win in the mid-season exhibition for the second 
straight year. The match featuring top players from the 

neighboring leagues, played before a crowd of 19,797, 
boasted plenty of intensity for a mid-season friendly. 

Less than three minutes had passed before the MLS 
side had survived a VAR review for a handball, with 
Walker Zimmerman cleared of the infraction. Minnesota 
United’s Dayne St. Clair gave home fans something to 
cheer with a diving save of a rocket from Pumas UNAM 
forward Juan Dinenno, which kept the lead at 1-0 going 
into halftime. 

St. Clair replaced Andre Blake in goal in the 32nd 
minute and made four saves on the way to being 
named Man of the Match. “I was definitely a little bit 
surprised,” he said of receiving the accolade. 
“Normally it’s the guys who contribute to the goals 
who get the award, but I’m definitely very happy.” 

During a halftime television interview, MLS 
Commissioner Don Garber hinted that the mid-season 
showcase’s format could change again after two years of 
MLS v Liga MX All-Stars. He noted that 2023 will see 
plenty of competition between the leagues with the 
expanded Leagues Cup, which will feature all the clubs 
in both leagues with CONCACAF Champions League 
berths on the line. 

“We’ll see what next year in Washington DC looks like 
when DC United hosts (the All-Star Game),” Garber said. 
The All-Star Game, a fixture since MLS launched in 1996, 
has changed formats several times, sometimes featuring 
Eastern Conference v Western Conference All-Stars and 
sometimes MLS squads facing overseas clubs.  —AFP

MILAN: File photo shows AC Milan players parade with the Scudetto Trophy on a double decker bus in Milan, on May 
23, 2022 one day after AC Milan won the 2022 Italian Serie A “Scudetto” championship.  —AFP


