
HELSINKI, Finland: Goals from David Alaba and 
Karim Benzema gave Real Madrid a 2-0 victory 
over Eintracht Frankfurt and a fifth UEFA Super 
Cup on Wednesday. While Frankfurt were danger-
ous, particularly in the first half, Madrid’s experi-
ence and individual quality saw them through, as it 
did so often in their victorious 2021-22 Champions 
League campaign. 

“It wasn’t an easy game, they were entrenched in 
their own half, but we managed to score and we 
controlled it well afterwards,” Real Madrid manager 
Carlo Ancelotti told Movistar TV. “At the start of the 
season, you can’t expect the team to be already at 
100 percent, but we won and we have started the 
season well. I believe it can help us achieve better 
results and winning helps motivate the players.” 

It was a particularly memorable evening for vet-
eran French striker Benzema whose goal took him 
to 324 for the Spanish side, one more than Raul. 
Only Cristiano Ronaldo, who scored 450, has more 
Real goals than Benzema. 

“Now he’s in line for the Ballon d’Or. Is there any 
doubt? For me, no,” added Ancelotti. Frankfurt had 
the best of the early stages, with Madrid keeper 
Thibaut Courtois forced into a stunning anticipation 
save when one-on-one with Daichi Kamada in the 
14th minute. 

Madrid almost got their first, when Benzema 

released Vinicius to curl past Kevin Trapp in the 
penalty box, only for Tuta to clear the ball off the 
line. With Madrid dominating possession, Frankfurt 
mounted several counter-attacks until Madrid 
launched a counter of their own in the 37th minute. 

A diving Trapp got his fingertips to a goal-bound 
shot by Vinicius, pushing the ball out for a corner. 
From the ensuing play, Benzema linked with 
Casemiro just next to the right post. 

The Brazilian sucked in several Frankfurt defend-
ers and a diving Trapp, before heading back to an 
unmarked Alaba who scored from close range. After 
the goal, Madrid stepped it up a gear and should 
have gone 2-0 up, with Benzema uncharacteristical-
ly dragging the ball wide with the goal begging in 
the 41st minute. 

 
Vinicius, Benzema connect  

Madrid’s quality became more obvious in the 
second half, with Trapp saving a deflected Vinicius 
shot in the 54th minute and Casemiro hitting the 
crossbar with 61 minutes gone. Borussia Dortmund 
loanee Ansgar Knauff had a chance saved just min-
utes later, before Vinicius and Benzema combined 
to put Madrid 2-0 up. 

Vinicius skated down the left before slicing the 
ball back seemingly unsighted for the Frenchman to 
hammer home from the edge of the box. Frankfurt 

fought hard in the closing stages but Madrid were 
able to dominate the game to win their fifth Super 
Cup from eight attempts. Alaba praised his team’s 
determination to continue their stellar form from 
last season. “We were here to win and to collect the 
next title... We want to pick up where we left off last 
season,” Alaba told RTL. 

“It’s always nice to score goals - it doesn’t hap-
pen so often for me.” Frankfurt captain Sebastian 
Rode lamented his side’s failures to take their 
opportunities. “Against the Champions League win-
ners you have to take your chances. We didn’t take 
ours in the decisive moments,” he told broadcaster 
DAZN. 

The clash, in Helsinki’s Olympic Stadium, was the 
first time these two sides had met in a European 
decider since 1960, when Madrid dismantled 
Frankfurt 7-3 through four goals to Ferenc Puskas 
and three to Alfredo di Stefano in the European 
Cup final. 

The match also highlighted the growing gap 
between the Champions League and Europa 
League competitions, with Madrid being the ninth 
Champions League team to win the competition in 
the past 10 years. Only city rivals Atletico Madrid 
have won the Super Cup when qualifying via a 
Europa League win in the past decade, having done 
so by beating Real in the 2018 edition. — AFP
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HELSINKI: Real Madrid players celebrate with the trophy after the UEFA Super Cup football match between Real Madrid vs Eintracht Frankfurt in Helsinki. Real Madrid won the match 2-0. — AFP

Real Madrid win fifth UEFA Super Cup 
Madrid’s experience and individual quality saw them through  

MONACO: US Noah Lyles celebrates after winning 
the 200m Men event at the Wanda Diamond League 
athletics meeting at the Louis II Stadium. — AFP

Fraser-Pryce, Lyles 
shine in Monaco

MONACO: Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce and Noah 
Lyles underlined their dominant sprint seasons 
with victories at the Monaco Diamond League on 
Wednesday, as Faith Kipyegon narrowly missed a 
sensational world record in the 1500m. 

Jamaica’s Fraser-Pryce, fresh from a fifth world 
100m title in Eugene last month, clocked a world 
leading 10.62 seconds for the win, the sixth fastest 
time ever run over the blue riband event. The 
Jamaican’s victory at the Stade Louis II was her 
third sub-10.70 run within a week and saw her 
become the first woman in history to break 10.70 
six times in the same season. 

Her time also smashed the previous meet best 
of 10.72sec set by disgraced American Marion 
Jones in 1998. “I did what I needed to do and we 
had fun and let the clock do the talking,” said 
Fraser-Pryce. Lyles, who won the world 200m 
title last month in a blistering 19.31sec, also set a 
meet record, clocking 19.46sec-the ninth fastest 
time ever run over the distance-to improve on his 
own previous mark of 19.65 set back in 2018. 

The American ran a powerful bend in a US 
cleansweep, getting the better of teenager 
Erriyon Knighton and world 400m champion 
Michael Norman. “It’s my second best time ever 
tonight so I consider that a great race,” said 
Lyles. “Every time I come here I expect to run 
very fast and, if not a personal best, something 
close to it.” 

World and Olympic 1500m champion 
Kipyegon arguably produced the stand-out per-
formance of an amazing night of track and field in 
balmy conditions in front of a big crowd. The 
Kenyan ran the second fastest ever time over the 
distance as she won in 3:50.37, falling just half a 
second short of Ethiopian Genezebe Dibaba’s 
world record set in 2015, also in Monaco. 

“I have been chasing the time for quite some 
time but I am happy with the personal best,” said 
Kipyegon, who was left to bolt home alone after 
both pacesetters had done their jobs. “I knew this 
was the best place to get the world record but I 
am so disappointed I lost it in the last metres.” 

The first world champions’ duel of the night 
saw Briton Jake Wightman obliterate the meet 
record for a comfortable victory in the 1000m in 
2:13.88. Wightman, a shock winner of the world 
1500m title in Eugene, kicked with 150 metres to 
go to reel in Canada’s world 800m bronze 
medallist Marco Arop. 

The world 800m champion, Kenya’s Emmanuel 
Korir, ran out of steam and eased up to cross the 
line in last position. “I did not really know I was in 
shape to do this today,” said Wightman. —AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait shooters were at their best on 
Thursday at the Islamic Solidarity Games being held in 
Konya, Turkey. Sarah Al-Hawal won the gold medal in 
the trap competition, while Abdelrahman Al-Faihan 
gave Kuwait its second gold medal and his teammate 
Talal Al-Rashidi won silver. Kuwaiti national team 
cyclist Sayed Jaafar Al-Ali won the silver medal in the 
race against time team competition. Ali completed the 
race in 30:55:29 minutes for second place. Meanwhile, 
Kuwait and Gulf running champion Madawi Al-
Shimmari qualified for the finals of the 200m run. 

Kuwaiti athletes 
shine at Islamic 
Solidarity Games


