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News in brief

394 arrested in Mahboula, 
Jleeb amid MoI crackdown

Ministry vows to arrest residency violators, wanted people, lawbreakers
KUWAIT: The interior ministry announced rele-
vant security sectors carried out a wide-scale 
crackdown in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh and Mahboula, 
arresting 394 residency law violators as well as 
wanted people - 66 in Jleeb and 328 in Mahboula. 
The ministry said in a statement to the General 
Department of Security Relations and Media on 
Saturday that the crackdown comes under instruc-
tions of Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense 
and Acting Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and follow-up by 
Undersecretary Lt Gen Anwar Al-Barjas, in order to 
confront outlaws, impose security control and main-
tain safety in these areas. 

On Friday, the ministry launched a crackdown in 
Mahboula, led by Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled and sever-
al specialized security leaders. Crackdowns are 
continuing in various parts of the country, especially 
in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh and Mahboula, on a daily 
basis, in order to apprehend violators, wanted peo-
ple and anyone who carries out acts in violation of 
the law, the interior ministry confirmed. The ministry 
urged all citizens and residents to cooperate with 
security forces and not cover up any violation of the 

residency law, as it is a crime punishable by law. The 
ministry also underlined the need for sponsors to 
abide by the residence law.  

Last week, informed sources revealed the interi-
or ministry will provide a new site to accommodate 
those detained at the deportation prison in prepara-
tion for their deportation from the country. “The 
ministry of interior will continue its strict policy of 
not tolerating residency violators, and there will be 
no grace periods in which violators are allowed to 
leave with impunity, after giving many amnesties 
that gave permission to violators to leave, but they 
did not obey the instructions, which caused the 
number of violators to double instead of decreasing. 
Moreover, in the recent period, scores of foreigners 
entered Kuwait on visit visas, which expired, but 
they did not leave,” the sources said. 

The sources pointed out the ministry expects to 
arrest hundreds of thousands of violators, which will 
force it to provide places of detention for these 
people, especially since the deportation prison will 
not be enough if the plan to arrest violators goes as 
planned. 

Continued on Page 6 KUWAIT: Police arrest alleged residency law violators and lawbreakers during a raid.

All visa holders can do umrah 
 
RIYADH: The Saudi hajj and umrah ministry 
announced Friday that all visitors to the king-
dom who have entry visas of any kind like 
tourism or family visit can visit the holy sites in 
Makkah and Madinah and perform umrah. The 
ministry added that those who have entry visas 
for the US, UK and Schengen countries, pro-
vided the visa has been used at least once and 
has the stamp of the issuing country, can get a 
Saudi entry visa upon arrival to the kingdom 
and can also perform umrah. — KUNA

Polio found in NYC wastewater 
 
NEW YORK: Polio has been detected in New 
York City’s sewage, suggesting the virus that 
causes the disease is likely circulating there, 
health authorities said Friday, calling on resi-
dents of the Big Apple to make sure they are 
vaccinated. State health commissioner Mary 
Bassett called the finding “alarming, but not 
surprising”. Last month, a polio case was 
reported in Rockland County, about 50 km 
northwest of Manhattan - the first one in the 
US in nearly a decade. — AFP

Major Egypt cabinet reshuffle 
 
CAIRO: An emergency session of parliament 
on Saturday approved several cabinet changes 
in Egypt’s first major reshuffle since 2019, with 
13 ministers moved. The reshuffle appoints new 
ministers of health, tourism and antiquities, 
commerce and industry, irrigation, civil aviation, 
immigration, education, higher education, mili-
tary production, manpower, public business 
sector, culture and local development. — AFP 

Bank robber foiled by collapse 
 
ROME: An Italian man had to be rescued after 
becoming trapped in a collapsed tunnel near the 
Vatican, suspected of being part of a gang bur-
rowing its way to a nearby bank. Firefighters 
spent eight hours digging him out from under a 
road in the west of Rome, before he was finally 
freed and taken to hospital. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait absolutely stands by Saudi 
Arabia and supports all measures it may take to 
safeguard its security and the safety of its people, 
the Kuwaiti foreign ministry said on Saturday. In a 
press statement, the ministry lauded the efforts of 
Saudi security agencies to resolutely prevent any 
bid to undermine the kingdom’s security and stabili-
ty, including the arrest of a wanted man in Jeddah, 
who blew himself up, injuring three security men 
and a resident. The ministry prayed for the speedy 
recovery for those injured in the incident.  

Saudi officials said on Friday a suspect in a 
deadly 2015 Islamic State group attack on a Saudi 
mosque blew himself up while being arrested by 

security forces in Jeddah. The four were wounded 
when Saudi national Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Bakri 
Al-Shehri set off the explosives belt, an official 
said. He was one of nine men wanted for the blast 
that killed 15 people - mostly police - near the 
Yemen border. 

“When the procedures for his arrest were initiat-
ed, he blew himself up with an explosive belt, which 
resulted in his death and the injury of a resident and 
three security men,” said a Presidency of State 
Security statement carried by the official Saudi 
Press Agency. Al-Shehri, 39, was number four on a 
list of nine suspects in the 2015 blast, one of Saudi 
Arabia’s deadliest attacks in years. Number five was 
arrested in May 2016. 

The targeted mosque was frequented by 
members of a police special weapons and tactics 
unit in the southern city of Abha. The attack, 
claimed by the Islamic State group, followed the 
launch of a Saudi-led military campaign in Yemen 
in 2015 after Iran-backed Houthi rebels seized 
the capital Sanaa. — Agencies

Kuwait backs Saudi 
security efforts after 
fugitive blows self up

RIYADH: A handout image released in 2016 shows a 
list of wanted men including Saudi national Abdullah 
Zayed Al-Bakri Al-Shehri (second row, right), who 
blew himself up in Jeddah. — AFP  

WASHINGTON: FBI agents seized records marked 
“top secret” during their search of former president 
Donald Trump’s Florida estate, according to docu-
ments made public Friday in a probe that includes 

possible violations of the US Espionage Act. The 
search warrant and related materials, unsealed by a 
Florida judge, showed agents carted away a signifi-
cant number of items from the raid, which ignited a 
political firestorm in an already bitterly divided 
country. 

The warrant, which was personally approved by 
Attorney General Merrick Garland, authorized the 
FBI to search the “45 office” - a reference to the 45th 
US president’s private office at his Mar-a-Lago resi-
dence - and storage rooms. It directed them to seize 
documents and records “illegally possessed” in viola-

tion of three criminal statutes, including one falling 
under the Espionage Act, which makes it a crime to 
illegally obtain or retain national security information. 

Trump, who is weighing another White House run 
in 2024, vehemently denounced the FBI raid on his 
Florida home and claimed that all of the material con-
fiscated during the search had been previously 
“declassified”. “They didn’t need to ‘seize’ anything,” 
he said in a statement on his Truth Social platform. 
“They could have had it anytime they wanted with-
out playing politics and breaking into Mar-a-Lago.” 

Continued on Page 6 

‘Top secret’ docs 
seized in raid on 
Trump home

NEW YORK: Salman Rushdie, who spent years in 
hiding after an Iranian fatwa ordered his killing, was 
on a ventilator and could lose an eye following a 
stabbing attack at a literary event in New York state 
Friday. The British author of “The Satanic Verses”, 
which sparked fury among some Muslims who 
believed it was blasphemous, had to be airlifted to 
hospital for emergency surgery following the attack. 

His agent said in a statement obtained by The 
New York Times that “the news is not good”. 
“Salman will likely lose one eye; the nerves in his 

arm were severed; and his liver was stabbed and 
damaged,” said agent Andrew Wylie, who added 
that Rushdie could not speak. Carl LeVan, an 
American University politics professor attending 
the literary event, told AFP that the assailant had 
rushed onto the stage where Rushdie was seated 
and “stabbed him repeatedly and viciously”. 

Several people ran to the stage and took the sus-
pect to the ground before a trooper present at the 
event arrested him. A doctor in the audience admin-
istered medical care until emergency first respon-
ders arrived. New York state police identified the 
suspected attacker as Hadi Matar, a 24-year-old 
from Fairfield, New Jersey, adding that he stabbed 
Rushdie in the neck as well as the abdomen. The 
motive for the stabbing remains unclear. 

An interviewer onstage, 73-year-old Ralph 
Henry Reese, suffered a facial injury but has been 
released from hospital, police said. The attack took 
place at the Chautauqua Institution, which hosts 

arts programs in a tran-
quil lakeside community 
110 km south of Buffalo 
city. “What many of us 
witnessed today was a 
violent expression of hate 
that shook us to our 
core,” the Chautauqua 
Institution said in a state-
ment. 

LeVan, a Chautauqua 
regular, said the suspect 
“was trying to stab him as 
many times as possible 
before he was subdued”, 
adding that he believed the man “was trying to kill” 
Rushdie. “There were gasps of horror and panic 
from the crowd,” the professor said. Rushdie, 75, 
was propelled into the spotlight with his second 
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