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KUWAIT: Several women have complained about 
the long process of divorce in Kuwait. Divorce cas-
es have risen in recent years, according to the 
Central Statistical Bureau. It revealed the period 
from 2017 to 2021 witnessed the highest increase, 
with 8,041 cases only in the last year. Lawyer 
Ahmed Al-Turki said the numbers remain variable 
and some cases take more than a year, explaining 
the woman is the only victim in such cases, and she 
bears great responsibility in many cases for her 

marriage without her rights being guaranteed. 
“Even her rights as a citizen are not allowed to 

her compared to what is allowed to male citizens. 
There are some divorced women who think that if 
her name is on the housing application or she has 
custody of the children, she will be the owner of the 
house in the future, but this is false information. She 
only has the right to housing because she has the 
custody of the kids. If the custody period ends, she 
is not entitled to live in or own the house,” he told 
Kuwait Times. 

Statistics show the highest rate of divorce is 
among educated people who have a university 
degree, where cases reached more than 1,834. 

Psychologist Hind Al-Amiri told Kuwait Times the 
more educated the person is, the more they are 
demanding of their rights. “Many divorce cases are 
due to cheating, social media platforms and soap 
operas that often encourage it,” she said. 

“There is a lot of violence inside homes. Many 
women and children are abused in Kuwait and 
eventually the wife will ask for divorce to get rid of 
the husband,” Amiri pointed out, stressing that the 
woman remains the person who loses the most in 
such cases. Even society blames her, which puts her 
under great pressure, as she is forced to endure cir-
cumstances beyond her capacity. 

 
Social media’s effect 

Last June, the Center for Gulf and Arabian 
Peninsula Studies in cooperation with Kuwait 
University conducted a field study to survey the 
opinion of Kuwaiti citizens on the phenomenon of 
divorce. The study showed that 15 percent of the 
sample believe social media is the leading cause for 
divorce. The study showed social media is first in 
the causes for divorce, followed by weakness of 
faith, parental interference, lack of responsibility, 
financial problems, cheating and lack of trust 
between spouses, uncomfortable residence, beat-
ings and violence, personal status law and sexual 
problems. 

The study, conducted by Professor of Political 
Science Dr Faisal Bouslaib, included 887 male and 
female citizens. It recommended treatment for social 
media addiction for spouses, strengthening their 
faith in religion, not allowing anyone to interfere in 
their married life, mandatory training programs to 
prepare each of them for marital life, raising respon-
sible children, providing adequate housing for citi-
zens in the shortest possible period, increasing gov-
ernment support, providing family counseling clin-

ics, forming a committee to look into the personal 
status law and organizing sexual education.  

Central Statistical Bureau statistics showed the 
crude divorce rate was 8.9 percent, while the gener-
al divorce rate was 13.7 percent for Kuwaiti men in 
2021. The crude divorce rate was 1.0 percent and 
general divorce rate was 1.1 percent for non-Kuwaiti 
men in 2021. The year 2020 is considered the lowest 
in the number of divorce cases during the period of 
2017-2021, with 4,661 cases for Kuwaiti men and 
4,294 for Kuwaiti women. 

August 2021 was the month with the most 
divorce cases, with 623 cases for Kuwaiti men and 

184 cases for non-Kuwaiti men. According to the 
age groups of Kuwaiti men, the highest number of 
divorce cases was recorded in the age group of 
45+, reaching 1,528 cases, and the lowest was in the 
age group of 15-19 with 6 cases in 2021. 

According to the age groups of Kuwaiti women, 
the highest number of divorce cases was recorded 
in the age group of 25-29, reaching 1,409 cases, and 
the lowest was in the age group of 15-19 with 76 
cases in 2021. According to educational levels, the 
highest number of divorce cases was at the univer-
sity level for both Kuwaiti men (1,834 cases) and 
Kuwaiti women (2,354 cases) in 2021. 
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Kuwait’s prolonged divorce cases 
turn women into easy victims 

Divorce rates higher among well educated people in Kuwait

Divorce cases 
on the rise

KUWAIT: A proposal made earlier by the 
Speaker of the dissolved National 
Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem to amend 
the electoral law to set a quota for women 
in each constituency in parliamentary 
elections is very close to government 
approval after it was studied by the 
Cabinet’s legal committee, which approved 

it and placed it on the government’s agen-
da. Sources said the proposal calls to allo-
cate one or two seats to women in each 
electoral district, so the new Assembly will 
have 10 or at least five female members.  

The sources said the proposal will be 
on the agenda of the new government to 
be formed following the National 
Assembly elections, expected to be held in 
late September. They said the current gov-
ernment will not consider the proposal 
because it is only temporary and will 
resign as soon as the election results are 
announced.  

The sources said the proposal is null 
and void as it was submitted in a dissolved 

parliament and will not be on the agenda 
of the concerned committee in the new 
parliament, but the plan is for the govern-
ment to present it as a proposed law to be 
discussed first in the legislative committee, 
followed by the interior and defense com-
mittee, then go through due process. 

The sources said the government wants 
the proposal to confirm the status of 
women in the society and have women in 
parliament, especially since elections have 
not brought women except on rare occa-
sions. This does not meet the ambitions of 
and is not commensurate with the situation 
of Kuwaiti women, who have held senior 
positions, including as ministers. 

Govt open to  
women quotas in 
Assembly polls

KUWAIT: The National Assembly building in Kuwait City.

KUWAIT: Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Environmental Training Center of 
the Kuwait Society for 
Environment Protection organ-
ized the sixth experts’ workshop 
this year themed “Reality of 
awareness and environmental 
media in the Arab world” to dis-
cuss the concepts and activities 
of environmental awareness in 
the Arab region and the most 
important challenges and means 
of facing international environ-
mental issues. Dr Mohammad 
Mahmoud from the Arab 

Network for Environment and 
Development, Dr Ibrahim Audah 
from the Wild Life Society in 
Palestine and Chairwoman of 
Kuwait Society for 
Environmental Protection Dr 
Wijdan Al-Uqab, along with 
around 75 experts from 12 Arab 
countries, participated. The 
workshop discussed several 
issues including Kuwait Society 
for Environmental Protection’s 
experience in environmental 
awareness and media through a 
presentation of media develop-

ment followed by the society in 
an approach that directly con-
tributes to the development of 
audiovisual environmental media. 
The Palestinian society dis-

cussed its vision of environmen-
tal media and popular awareness 
through popular campaigns it 
carried out and its experience 
through social media.

Workshop discusses 
Arab environmental 
awareness efforts

CAIRO: The Head of the Women’s 
Institute for Development and Peace in 
Kuwait Kawther Al-Jouan underlined on 
Saturday the importance of the role of 
conscious youths in promoting the culture 
of society and developing real awareness 
to avoid the false awareness broadcasted 
by social networking sites. This was men-
tioned in the first forum on ‘Arab youth talk 
to build awareness’ under the slogan, 
“Generations that support the nation’s 

issues,” organized by the Arab Youth 
Council for Integrated Development in line 
with the Egyptian Ministry of Youth and 
Sports. The youth are targeted by social 
crises attempting to distort their values by 
spreading concepts that reject morals, 
putting it in formal frameworks trying to 
be implemented by countries and regard it 
as a personal freedom for the individual, 
while promoting it among the youth by 
printing its slogans on sports clothes and 
others, she stressed. She urged to focus on 
developing youth through advancing the 
culture of society, paying attention to 
young people, cultural diversity, and 
developing true awareness among young 
people to avoid the false awareness 
broadcasted by social networking sites. 
She underscored the need to raise knowl-
edge for young people, pay attention to 
the health of the youth, as well as provide 
them with the opportunity to engage in 

beneficial activities for society, such as 
volunteering and keeping pace with the 
movement of society. She also drew atten-
tion to how vital the youth are as an eco-
nomic force with their smart minds and 
awareness.  — KUNA

CAIRO: The Head of the Women’s Institute 
for Development and Peace in Kuwait 
Kawther Al-Jouan speaks during the 
forum. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Team members of the 
National Project for the First 
Kuwaiti Satellite completed the 
final tests to prepare Kuwait’s first 
satellite ‘Kuwait Sat - 1’ for launch 

in November. The team includes 
Dr Ahmad Taleb Al-Kandari, Anfal 
Al-Linqawi, Bodour Al-Sabti , 
Ghaith Al-Ghaith, Aseel Mubarak 
and Ali Mirza.

Preparations complete for 
Kuwait’s first satellite launch

KUWAIT: The coastguard foiled an 
attempt to smuggle suspected illicit materi-
al near Um Al-Maradem island. A boat was 
spotted entering Kuwait’s territorial waters 
near the island, so a coastguard patrol was 
dispatched to the area, which found three 
persons onboard with four jerrycans with 

74 pieces of suspected drugs. One of the 
suspects led authorities to the person sup-
posed to receive the drugs, who was 
arrested in Nuwaiseeb near Aquamarine 
Resort. The suspects and the contraband 
were sent to concerned authorities.

Coastguard foils 
‘suspected drugs’ 
smuggling attempt


