
HOSTENS, France: French firefighters 
were keeping a wary eye on a huge blaze 
that appeared to be contained in the 
country’s southwest, with thunderstorms 
and strong wind gusts expected in the 
area overnight. The 40-kilometre (25-
mile) fire front in the Gironde and 
Landes departments around Bordeaux 
“did not significantly progress overnight. 
Firefighters are 
working on its 
p e r i p h e r y , ” 
police said in a 
statement. 

But officials 
said it was pre-
mature to say 
that the blaze-
which has 
already reignit-
ed once-was 
under control. “We remain vigilant” 
because “while we can’t see huge 
flames, the fire continues to consume 
vegetation and soil ,” Arnaud 
Mendousse, l ieutenant colonel of 
Gironde fire and rescue, told AFP. 

Weather forecasters are expecting 
thunderstorms with wind gusts of up to 
60 kilometers an hour in the region in 
the evening. The wind “could reignite the 
fire” that “is in a state of pause,” 
Menousse warned. Authorities on 
Saturday reopened a highway linking 
Bordeaux and Spain after closing a 20-
kilometre stretch on Wednesday. 

Traditional firework displays for the 
Catholic Feast of the Assumption on 
Monday, when Mary is believed to have 
entered heaven, have been banned in 

several areas. 
Corsica was lashed by winds travel-

ling at 95 kilometers (almost 60 miles) 
an hour overnight and hit by hail , 
Meteo-France said. Forecaster Claire 
Chanal said the storms expected this 
weekend could leading to flooding and 
hail. EU members including Germany, 
Poland, Austria and Romania have 

pledged rein-
f o r c e m e n t s 
totaling 361 fire-
fighters to join 
the roughly 
1,100 French 
ones on the 
ground, along 
with several 
water-bombing 
planes from the 
European Union 

fleet. 
Most of the reinforcements had arrived 

on the ground, with the last 146 firefight-
ers from Poland expected later on 
Saturday. “Here we are all volunteers. 
We’re trained, we want to help,” said 
Tone Neuhalfel, a German firefighter 
aged 36. France has been buffeted this 
summer by a historic drought that has 
forced water use restrictions nationwide, 
as well as a series of heatwaves that 
experts say are being driven by climate 
change. 

 
Forests off limits  

In eastern France, police said on 
Saturday they were banning entry to 
most forests in the Bas-Rhin region near 
the German border. Cars, bicyclists, hik-

ers, hunters and fishermen are prohibit-
ed from entry until Tuesday, police said 
in a statement. Only residents will be 
able to access the area. 

“It’s an extreme step in the face of an 
exceptional situation,” said Pierre 
Grandadam, president of a group that 
includes the Alsace forested communi-
ties. “It’s very difficult to enforce the 
closing of a forest, we can only do this 
as a last resort, but at the moment, 
everything is dry, the slightest gesture 

can lead to a conflagration. I’ve never 
seen anything like it,” said the 74-year-
old. “We’re praying for rain.” 

The blaze near Bordeaux erupted in 
July-the driest month seen in France 
since 1961 — destroying 14,000 
hectares and forcing thousands of peo-
ple to evacuate before it was contained. 

But it continued to smolder in the tin-
der-dry pine forests and peat-rich soil. 

Officials suspect arson may have 
played a role in the latest flare-up, which 

has burned 7,400 hectares since 
Tuesday. Fires in France in 2022 have 
ravaged an area three times the annual 
average over the past 10 years, with 
blazes also active in the Alpine Jura, 
Isere and Ardeche regions this week. 

European Copernicus satellite data 
showed more carbon dioxide green-
house gas-over one million tons-had 
been released from 2022’s forest fires in 
France than in any summer since records 
began in 2003. — AFP
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The sources stressed the deportation procedures 

will not be lengthy, and the ministry of interior will 
work in cooperation with concerned authorities to 
deport violators within three days of their arrest, 
except for those who have cases that require them 
to be detained to complete their trials. 

The sources pointed out that instructions have 
been issued to the ministry of interior leadership to 
continue to pursue residency violators and increase 
inspection campaigns, and not be affected by the 
preparations for the National Assembly elections, 
which also requires security teams of military per-
sonnel in large numbers to provide security. The 
sources pointed out the instructions issued also 
include punishing the sponsors of those who are 
arrested and preventing them from sponsoring for-
eigners for a period of not less than two years, as 
well as bearing the cost of deporting the expatriate. 
The deported foreigners will face a permanent ban 
on entering Kuwait in the future, they added.

SAINT-MAGNE, France: A firefighting aircraft sprays fire retardant over trees during a wildfire near Saint-Magne, southwestern 
France. — -AFP

Fire continues  
to consume  
vegetation, soil

PATIALA, India: This handout picture taken on May 18, 2022 and received as a 
courtesy of Mumtaz Bibi’s family shows Pakistani woman Mumtaz Bibi (center, 
bottom) sitting with her Indian brothers Baldev Singh (left) and Gurmukh Singh 
(right) at the Kartarpur corridor near the India-Pakistan border. — AFP

CHAUTAUQUA, New York: In this frame grab from video, Salman Rushdie is loaded onto a medical evacu-
ation helicopter. — AFP 

BHATINDA, India: Tears of joy rolled 
down his wizened cheeks when Indian 
Sika Khan met his Pakistani brother for the 
first time since being separated by 
Partition in 1947. Sikh laborer Sika was 
just six months old when he and his elder 
brother Sadiq Khan were torn apart as 
Britain split the subcontinent at the end of 
colonial rule. 

This year marks the 75th anniversary of 
Partition, during which sectarian blood-
shed killed possibly more than one million 
people, families like Sika’s were cleaved 
apart and two independent nations-
Pakistan and India-were created. Sika’s 

father and sister were killed in communal 
massacres, but Sadiq, just 10 years old, 
managed to flee to Pakistan. 

“My mother could not bear the trauma 
and jumped into the river and killed her-
self,” Sika said at his simple brick house in 
Bhatinda, a district in the western Indian 
state of Punjab, which bore the brunt of 
Partition violence. “I was left at the mercy 
of villagers and some relatives who 
brought me up.” 

Ever since he was a child, Sika yearned 
to find out about his brother, the only sur-
viving member of his family. But he failed 
to make headway until a doctor in the 
neighborhood offered to help three years 
ago. After numerous phone calls and the 
assistance of Pakistani YouTuber Nasir 
Dhillon, Sika was able to be reunited with 
Sadiq. The brothers finally met in January 
at Kartarpur corridor, a rare, visa-free 
crossing that allows Indian Sikh pilgrims to 
visit a temple in Pakistan. The corridor, 

which opened in 2019, has become a sym-
bol of unity and reconciliation for separat-
ed families, despite the lingering hostilities 
between the two nations. “I am from India 
and he is from Pakistan, but we have so 
much love for each other,” said Sika, 
clutching a faded and framed family pho-
tograph. 

“We hugged and cried so much when 
we met for the first time. The countries can 
keep on fighting. We don’t care about 
India-Pakistan politics.” 

Pakistani farmer and real estate agent 
Dhillon, 38, a Muslim, says he has helped 
reunite about 300 families through his 
YouTube channel together with his friend 
Bhupinder Singh, a Pakistani Sikh. “This is 
not my source of income. It’s my inner 
affection and passion,” Dhillon told AFP. “I 
feel like these stories are my own stories 
or stories of my grandparents, so helping 
these elders I feel like I am fulfilling the 
wishes of my own grandparents.” — AFP 
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Legal experts cautioned that while the warrant 

cites the Espionage Act, any potential charges 
remain unclear and Trump is not necessarily sus-
pected of espionage. “The Espionage Act encom-
passes a ton of crimes that have nothing to do with 
‘spying,’” Bradley Moss, a national security lawyer, 
said on Twitter. “It’s about unlawful storing of infor-
mation relating to the national defense.” 

Orin Kerr, a law professor at the University of 
California, Berkeley, agreed, saying the “Espionage 
Act is a pretty broad law about mishandling classi-
fied documents, not just espionage”. Among the 
records seized during the raid were documents 
marked “Top Secret”, “Secret” and “Confidential”. 
Some of the papers were marked “SCI” - sensitive 
compartmented information - meaning they were 
meant to be viewed only in secure government 
facilities. 

FBI agents also seized binders of photos, a 
handwritten note, information about the “President 
of France”, and the grant of clemency made by 
Trump to Roger Stone, an ally of the former presi-
dent, according to the list. The Justice Department 
had asked a federal judge to unseal the search war-

rant on Friday barring objections from Trump. 
The 76-year-old Trump did not block the 

release, but complained that he was the victim of 
“unprecedented political weaponization of law 
enforcement” by “radical left Democrats”. Leading 
Republicans have rallied around Trump and some 
members of his party have accused the Justice 
Department and FBI of partisanship in targeting 
the ex-president. In an attack that appeared to be a 
direct response to the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago, 
an armed man tried to storm an FBI office in 
Cincinnati, Ohio on Thursday. 

The assailant, who was shot dead by police after 
an hours-long standoff, reportedly posted on Truth 
Social that he hoped his actions would serve as a 
“call to arms”. Garland on Thursday criticized what 
he called “unfounded attacks” on the FBI and the 
Justice Department while FBI Director Christopher 
Wray, a Trump appointee, denounced “violence 
and threats against law enforcement”. 

The Justice Department typically does not con-
firm or deny whether it is investigating someone, 
and Garland took pains to emphasize that the law 
was being applied fairly to Trump. In addition to 
investigations into his business practices, Trump 
faces legal scrutiny for his efforts to overturn the 
results of the November 2020 election, and for the 
Jan 6, 2021 attack on the US Capitol by his sup-
porters. Trump was impeached for a historic sec-
ond time by the House after the Capitol riot - he 
was charged with inciting an insurrection - but was 
acquitted by the Senate. — AFP  
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 novel “Midnight’s Children” in 1981, which won 

international praise and Britain’s prestigious Booker 
Prize for its portrayal of post-independence India. 

But his 1988 book “The Satanic Verses” trans-
formed his life when Iran’s first supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini issued a fatwa, or reli-
gious decree, ordering his killing. ovel was considered 
by some Muslims as disrespectful of Islam and 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Conservative media in 
Iran hailed Friday’s attack on Rushdie, with one state-
owned paper saying the “neck of the devil” had been 
“cut by a razor”. 

Ultra-conservative newspaper Kayhan, whose chief 
is appointed by current supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, wrote: “Bravo to this courageous and duty-
conscious man who attacked the apostate and 
depraved Salman Rushdie in New York.” Rushdie, who 
was born in India to non-practicing Muslims and iden-
tifies as an atheist, was forced to go underground as a 
bounty was put on his head. 

He was granted police protection by the govern-
ment in Britain, where he was at school and where he 
made his home, following the murder or attempted 
murder of his translators and publishers. He spent 

nearly a decade in hiding, moving houses repeatedly 
and being unable to tell even his children where he 
lived. Rushdie only began to emerge from his life on 
the run in the late 1990s after Iran in 1998 said it 
would not support his assassination. 

Now living in New York, he is an advocate of free-
dom of speech, notably launching a strong defense of 
French satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo after its staff 
were gunned down by Islamists in Paris in 2015. The 
magazine had published drawings of Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) that drew furious reactions from 
Muslims worldwide. Charlie Hebdo said nothing justi-
fied the stabbing of Rushdie. 

Global leaders voiced anger over the attack, with 
French President Emmanuel Macron saying the author 
“embodied freedom” and that “his battle is ours, a uni-
versal one”. British leader Boris Johnson said he was 
“appalled,” sending thoughts to Rushdie’s loved ones 
and praising the author for “exercising a right we 
should never cease to defend”. US National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan called it a “reprehensible attack”, 
adding that “all of us in the Biden-Harris 
Administration are praying for his speedy recovery”. 

Threats and boycotts continue against literary 
events that Rushdie attends, and his knighthood by 
Queen Elizabeth II in 2007 sparked protests in Iran 
and Pakistan, where a government minister said the 
honor justified suicide bombings. The fatwa and other 
threats failed to stifle Rushdie’s writing and inspired 
his memoir “Joseph Anton”, named after his alias while 
in hiding and written in the third person. — AFP 
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