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Thousands of postage stamps are exhibited. A visitor takes pictures of postage stamps on display.

Since getting the first postage stamp
in the world of Penny Black in
2002, Arianto Januar, living in

Jakarta, feels that he is the happiest per-
son. The black-white stamp with Queen
Victoria’s image issued by the British
government in 1840 is the dream of
every philatelist-a person who studies or
collects stamps and related items-and it
was being contested in an online auction
in which Januar won it after raising the
bid price many times. His savings for
years had to be depleted for that small
piece of paper, but Januar didn’t mind.

“This is my passion. Not everyone
can have a collection like mine,” Januar,
philatelist since the age of four and has
a collection of millions of stamps, told
Xinhua recently. Sometimes this mem-
ber of the Indonesian Stamp Collector’s
Community has to fly to various coun-
tries, visit international exhibitions, or
queue for hours, to get the new pieces
he craves. Meanwhile, Resti Damayanti,
a 15-year-old who missed the heyday of

philately, said that at first, she wondered
why people were willing to sacrifice
everything to get a stamp, including her
late father.

The confusion drove her to visit the
Indonesia 2022 World Stamp
Championship & Exhibition in Jakarta,
which displayed thousands of stamps

belonging to hundreds of philatelists
from 61 countries from Aug 2 to 9. She
walked through booth after booth,
observed the stamps displayed there,
and then gained a lot of new insights.
“We can gain new knowledge from a
stamp, including the historical fact that in
the past people had to travel by sea for
six hours from Medan to Singapore. We
need much less time by plane now,”
Damayanti said.

In the past, stamps were affixed to
envelopes, postcards, or other postal
items as proof of payment of shipping
costs, but they are rarely used anymore
since the digital era, although they are
not completely lost, said the chairman of
the Indonesian Philatelic Association,
Fadli Zon. Philatelists around the world
now still gather, discuss and hunt for
stamps to enrich their collections, while
many institutions still regularly publish
their latest editions.

Zon, who has countless stamps in
his private library in Jakarta, is still

waiting for his luck to get Surakarta mil-
itary stamps, which were issued in only
40 pieces on an emergency basis dur-
ing Indonesia’s struggle to defend its
independence in 1949, which are now
worth bil l ions of rupiah (more than
70,000 US dollars). Now stamps are
markers of a nation’s history and
bridges of diplomacy between coun-
tries. “Stamps record the identity of a
nation, can also be an object of invest-
ment, (and) the price reaches tens of
billions of rupiah,” Zon said.

Despite limiting the use of stamps,
the digital era also makes it easier for
philatelists to hunt and get new collec-
tions through online sales, Zon added.
The survival power of stamps is also
unlikely to be lost, as some countries
have issued digital stamps-physical
stamps with a digital touch such as bar-
code features-as well as crypto and non-
fungible token stamps. — Xinhua 

Envelopes showing the travel route from East Asia to Indonesia in the early 20th century were
exhibited at the Indonesia 2022 World Stamp Championship & Exhibition in JIEXPO of Jakarta on
Aug. 6, 2022. — Xinhua photos

Gesturing towards her thriving wild-
flower meadow and still-green
tree cover in this otherwise

parched corner of countryside in south-
east England, Claire Price is adamant
gardeners must adapt to the country’s
evolving climate. Price is the owner and
self-described “custodian” of Reuthe’s, a
woodland oasis of evergreen trees and
shrubs in Sevenoaks, Kent, which

appears better placed than traditional
English gardens of lawns and flower
beds to withstand the increasingly arid
conditions.

“We do not water any of the shrubs or
the trees in the ground at all,” Price told
AFP proudly on Friday, just as a
hosepipe ban came into force across the
county of Kent and neighboring east

Sussex. “Our philosophy is if you treat
the ground conditions correctly, so you
dig in the right amount of... moisture and
humus, then the plants will be able to
cope with these extremes.

“That philosophy has shown to be for
us the right solution... and, as our visitors
walk around these amazing woodlands,
they can see that everything is green and
coping with the drought really well.” With
the drought officially declared Friday and
water restrictions in place across
swathes of England, horticulturists and
others are urging a rethink of how the
country’s famously manicured gardens
are designed and managed.

‘Lawns need to go’ 
Price believes its gardeners need to

“look forward” rather than back to the
styles and preferences of previous gen-
erations-with the long-held national
obsession with neat, lush lawns her top
target. “I’m afraid their beautiful, mani-
cured lawns need to go straight away,”
she said, arguing that their environmen-
tal benefits are not much better than
those of artificial turf. “We need to be
planting those lawns with wildflower
meadows,” she added.

We need to “start to work with nature,
rather than seeing nature as something
to be obliterated and dominated.”
Reuthe’s, an 11-acre site sprawling over
a hillside, is home to rare tree species,
as well as one of Britain’s biggest vari-
eties of specialist rhododendrons, azal-

eas, camellias and conifers.
Dubbed “the lost gardens of

Sevenoaks”, it was first established in
1902 but largely off-limits to the public
and was just a plant nursery for decades.
The entire site has only been fully acces-
sible since 2018, when Price bought and
began rehabilitating it.

Despite the ancient woodland’s ability
to withstand the current drought better
than more ornamental gardens, like so
much of the natural environment across
drought-afflicted northwest Europe, it is
feeling the effects of the record-breaking
heat. The garden’s bountiful rhododen-
drons, camellias and magnolias-which
typically bloom in spring-are “quite
durable” but going into survival mode
and shedding leaves to retain moisture,
Reuthe’s head gardener Melvyn Jones
explained. “This is unprecedented... we

do fully expect to perhaps lose a couple
of our species,” he added.

‘Praying for rain’ 
Meanwhile, down in the nursery

where visitors can buy plants and
shrubs, frequent watering is required to
keep them alive in the oppressive heat,
with commercial sites omitted from the
housepipe ban. “It’s that combination
between being frugal with the water-not
wasting it-and trying to get as much
moisture down to the roots of the plants
as we can,” Jones said. Noting the
region has had three consecutive sum-
mers of stifling heat and below average
rain, he added that its shifting climate is
taking a toll on the ecosystem and its
stewards.

“As a horticulturist it is hard,” said the
56-year-old, who admits to worrying

about the future. “I’m an old guy now
(and) it does seem that the seasons
aren’t what they used to be, we don’t
seem to get the four seasons that we
used to have. “As horticulturists, we need
to look at future planning of... how we
water and how we conserve water.”

Experts overwhelmingly agree that
human-caused greenhouse gas emis-
sions are driving climate change, which
makes extreme weather such as
droughts more likely and severe. In the
meantime, Jones-along with gardeners,
farmers and many others across north-
west Europe-is “praying for rain every
day”. “Fingers crossed we have two or
three days of torrential downpours-that
will help,” he said. — AFP

Head Gardener of Reuthes - the Lost Gardens
of Sevenoaks, Melvyn Jones waters plants at
Reuthe’s - The Lost Gardens of Sevenoaks,
near Seal, in Kent, southeast of London.

Photo shows dried leaves on a plant at Reuthe’s - The Lost
Gardens of Sevenoaks, near Seal, in Kent, southeast of
London. — AFP photos

The alpaca keeper Amy Tavare sprays some water on the
alpaca Nuzzle (left) and Scratch (right) to refresh them at
Reuthe’s - The Lost Gardens of Sevenoaks, near Seal, in
Kent, southeast of London.

Head Gardener of Reuthes - the Lost Gardens of
Sevenoaks, Melvyn Jones waters plants at Reuthe’s - The
Lost Gardens of Sevenoaks, near Seal, in Kent, southeast of
London.

A photograph shows plants at Reuthe’s - The Lost Gardens
of Sevenoaks, near Seal, in Kent, southeast of London. 

An aerial picture show the dried grass and plants at Reuthe’s - The
Lost Gardens of Sevenoaks, near Seal, in Kent, southeast of London.


