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In this photograph Indian Border Security Force (BSF) soldiers (in brown) and Pakistani Rangers take part in the Beating the Retreat ceremony at the India-Pakistan Wagah border post, about 35 km from Amritsar. — AFP photos

Indian lawyer
wins 22-year

legal battle over
25 cents

Alawyer who won a 22-year court
battle for compensation from
Indian Railways after being over-

charged 20 rupees ($0.25) said Friday
that his quest for justice was worth the
effort. Tungnath Chaturvedi bought two
tickets from his hometown Mathura to
Moradabad in 1999 and was charged 90
rupees instead of 70, the price of the fare.
He was given a receipt, but officials at the
state rail monopoly repeatedly refused
him a refund.

The two cities are less than 300 kilo-

meters (185 miles) apart, but his journey
to justice needed 120 hearings at the
Mathura consumer court before five dif-
ferent judges over more than two
decades before he was awarded com-
pensation this month.

The case is a reflection of India’s slug-
gish judicial system, where litigants are
often frustrated by delays and cases can
run for years, if not decades, in overbur-
dened courts that have a backlog of
around 50 million cases. The court
awarded 66-year-old Chaturvedi a refund

of 20 rupees, plus interest at 12 percent a
year, and compensation of 15,000
rupees.

But even as a lawyer representing
himself, his victory cost him hundreds of
hours of effort, plus 20,000 rupees in fees
and other payments. Family and friends
tried to convince him to give up the fight
over a token sum, but he persisted.

“This wasn’t about money but about
my rights,” he insisted. “As a citizen, it’s
my right to question the arbitrary and cor-
rupt practices of the state or its machin-

ery,” he told AFP. “Sometimes the court
would adjourn because someone was
sick or had to attend a condolence meet,”
he said. At one point he cited a Supreme
Court precedent when Indian Railways
claimed the court did not have jurisdiction
to hear the case. “At times, I used to get
frustrated over the court delays, but being
a lawyer, I was determined to fight the
case till the end,” Chaturvedi said. “More
importantly truth has to be told.”— AFP

School girls tie ‘Rakhis’ or sacred threads on the wrists of Indian Border Security
Force (BSF) personnel during a ceremony to mark Raksha Bandhan festival at
the India-Pakistan Wagah Border Post.

Indian Border Security Force (BSF) soldiers take part in the Beating the Retreat
ceremony at the India-Pakistan Wagah border post.

In this photograph an Indian Border Security Force (BSF) soldier (right) and a Pakistani Ranger perform during the
Beating the Retreat ceremony at the India-Pakistan Wagah border post.

Indian Border Security Force soldiers and Pakistani Rangers take part in the Beating the Retreat ceremony.

Every sunset on the India-Pakistan
border, crowds go wild and sol-
diers goose-step in a chest-puffing

theatrical ritual symbolising the coun-
tries’ antipathy 75 years after independ-
ence, but the display ends with a brisk,
brotherly handshake. Several hours
before the ceremony, enthusiastic spec-
tators begin trickling into sitting areas on
either side of chunky iron gates separat-
ing the nuclear-armed Asian rivals at the
Attari-Wagah frontier.

So close that they can see the faces
of people on the other side, energetic
masters of ceremony and ear-splitting
nationalistic songs chivvy up the crowds
as Indian and Pakistani flags sway atop
immense poles. On the Indian side
there is space for 25,000 spectators-
more than on the other side-chanting
“India Zindabad” (“long live India”) as a
group of women perform with flags and
dance wildly to the patriotic playlist.

Then the soldiers arrive, stomping up
to the gate, kicking their legs up-the
Indians in red-fanned hats and khaki
uniforms, the Pakistanis in a dapper
black. The climax is when the gates
open. One tall Indian soldier twirls his
moustache with menacing intent and
flexes his biceps, with equally lofty
Pakistani soldiers standing just a couple
of feet away.

Then the ceremony, officially known
as Beating Retreat, draws to a close
with the lowering of the flags and a
handshake. The flags are folded and the

massive iron gates clunk shut. “My
blood is boiling. I also want to join the
Indian army. Today’s show has filled me
with nationalism,” said Mangilal Vishnoi,
22, who travelled from Rajasthan to
watch the ceremony with his friends.

Bloody history 
India and Pakistan, which celebrate

75 years of independence from Britain
next week, share deep cultural and lin-
guistic links but their history has been
mired in violence and bloodshed. They

were partitioned in 1947 into predomi-
nantly Hindu India and Muslim-majority
Pakistan against the backdrop of com-
munal massacres and the movement of
millions of people.

The countries have since fought
three wars, two of them over the disput-
ed region of Kashmir, as well as other
military clashes. The latest conflict was
in 2019 when India carried out air
strikes inside Pakistan in retaliation for a
suicide bombing in Kashmir that killed
40 paramilitaries.

Pakistan launched its own raid the
next day and later shot down an Indian
fighter jet and captured its pilot, taking
the arch-rivals to the brink of war. The
daily border ritual, which began in 1959,
has largely endured, surviving innumer-
able diplomatic flare-ups and military
skirmishes. It is supposed to be a sym-
bol of cooperation but most of the spec-
tators AFP spoke to said they felt a
strong sense of rivalry.

“India and Pakistan can never be
friends. Even if they extend an arm of

friendship, they will soon stab us behind
the back,” said Harsh Sharma, 26, on
the Indian side. “It was like watching an
India-Pakistan cricket game. There was
so much drama and action,” said house-
wife Nisha Soni, 25, who had Indian tri-
colour flags painted on her cheeks. “In
the end I will say India won. We were
louder and better in every way.”—AFP

Visitors and members of the Sanskar Pratishthan organization wave Indian flags during a ceremony to mark 'Raksha Bandhan' festival at the India-Pakistan Wagah Border Post.


