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A display of action figures at the Paramount+ ‘Secret Headquarters’ premiere at Signature
Theater in New York City.

Actor Owen Wilson attends the Paramount+ ‘Secret Headquarters’ premiere at Signature
Theater in New York City. 

(From left) Kezii Curtis, Keith L Williams, Momona Tamada, Jesse Williams, Owen Wilson, Michael Pena, Ariel Schulman, Henry Joost, Abby
James Witherspoon, Josh Koenigsberg and Jessie Mueller attend the Paramount+ ‘Secret Headquarters’ premiere at Signature Theater in New
York City. — AFP photos

One dead, dozens
hurt as gale
hits Spain dance
music festival

One person died and dozens more
were injured early Saturday as
powerful winds hit a music festival

near the Spanish resort of Valencia, caus-
ing the stage to partially collapse, medics
said. The incident occurred shortly after
4:00 am (0200 GMT) at the Medusa
Circus of Madness dance music festival
on Cullera beach, some 50 kilometers (30
miles) south of Valencia.

“At 4:18 am, part of the stage at
Medusa Festival collapsed in Cullera due
to a strong gust of wind,” the 112 emer-
gency services said on Twitter. “One per-
son died and three were seriously hurt
with multiple injuries,” it said, indicating 14
others sustained light injuries. The health
authorities later raised the toll to 40
injured.

Media reports said a young man in his
early 20s died after being hit by parts of

the stage as it collapsed at the event
which had been expected to draw some
320,000 festivalgoers. They also said
some of the large structures making up
the festival entrance also blew down.

Footage on social media showed pow-
erful winds sweeping through the venue,
trees and large structures bending dan-
gerously, and debris flying everywhere as
people fought to hold onto their tents and
salvage their belongings. Spain’s AEMET
weather service said the Valencian coast
had been hit overnight by various “warm
downbursts”, a weather event in which a
powerful downward current of air hits land
then spreads out in all directions.

“We are completely devastated and
appalled by what happened last night,” the

festival management said in a statement
on social media, conveying condolences
to the victims and their family and friends.
It said an “unexpected and violent gale”
had ravaged certain areas of the festival
just after 4:00 am, forcing the manage-
ment “to immediately evacuate the concert
area to ensure the safety of the festival
goers, staff and artists”. Valencia’s regional
leader Ximo Puig wrote on Twitter it was “a
terrible accident that has shocked us all”,
offering his “deepest condolences to the
family and friends of the young man who
died”. — AFP

Actor Anne
Heche legally
dead after crash

Hollywood actor Anne Heche has
been declared legally dead, one
week after she crashed her car into

a Los Angeles building, a spokeswoman
said Friday. Heche, 53, had been coma-
tose in hospital with a severe brain injury
since the fiery collision on August 5.

Having lost all brain function, she is
“legally dead according to California law,”
though her heart is still beating as her
family keeps her body on life support
while exploring organ donations, spokes-
woman Holly Baird told AFP. “Today we
lost a bright light, a kind and most joyful
soul, a loving mother, and a loyal friend,”
the family said in a joint statement.

“Anne will be deeply missed but she
lives on through her beautiful sons, her
iconic body of work, and her passionate
advocacy. “Her bravery for always stand-
ing in her truth, spreading her message of
love and acceptance, will continue to
have a lasting impact.”

Heche, best known for 1990s movies
“Donnie Brasco” and “Six Days, Seven
Nights” as well as a high-profile relation-
ship with talk show host Ellen
DeGeneres, crashed her car into a two-
story house in the Mar Vista neighbor-
hood of Los Angeles. The violent colli-
sion resulted in “structural compromise
and... heavy fire” at the scene, accord-
ing to the Los Angeles Fire Department.

The ensuing blaze took 59 firefight-
ers more than an hour to contain and
fully extinguish, the department said.
Local media reported Thursday that
preliminary tests of Heche’s blood had
come back posit ive for narcotics,
though more were needed to ensure
the drugs had not been administered in
the course of her treatment. Celebrity
gossip outlet TMZ, citing unnamed
police sources, said Heche had tested
positive for cocaine and fentanyl, with
the latter sometimes used for pain
relief in clinical settings. Heche rose to
fame with her role on the soap opera
“Another World,” for which she won a
Daytime Emmy in 1991.

She was nominated for a Tony award
for her appearance in “Twentieth Century”
on Broadway in 2004. “My brother Atlas
and I lost our Mom,” Heche’s son Homer
Laffoon said in a separate
statement.”Hopefully my mom is free from
pain and beginning to explore what I like
to imagine as her eternal freedom,” he
wrote. — AFP

France plans fashion
revolution with 
climate-impact labels

Is it better for the environment if you buy
a brand-new cotton T-shirt or a recycled
one? Well, it depends. Recycling has

obvious benefits, but the process short-
ens cotton fibres and so usually has to be
mixed with some oil-based material to
keep it from falling apart. Such trade-offs
make it tricky to figure out the real sus-
tainability rating of clothes-but brands in
Europe will soon have no choice.

Next year, France will pass a decree
that will require every item of clothing sold
in the country to carry a label detailing its
precise climate impact. An exact timetable
has yet to be finalized, but the labels are
expected to quickly become mandatory,
and the European Union is mulling a simi-
lar rule for the entire bloc.

For clothing firms, that means juggling
many different and conflicting data points:
Where and how were its raw materials
grown? What was used to color it? How
far did it travel? Was the factory powered
with solar energy or coal?

The French Agency for Ecological
Transition (Ademe) is currently testing 11
proposals for how to collect and compare
data-and what the resulting label might
look like to consumers-using 500 real-life
items of clothing. “The message of the
law is clear-it will become obligatory, so
brands need to prepare, to make their

products traceable, to organize the auto-
matic collection of data,” Erwan Autret,
one of the coordinators at Ademe, told
AFP. “Some say the models are too sim-
ple, some say they’re too complicated, but
it’s a sign of the maturity of the debate
that no one questions the need for these
calculations anymore.”

‘Transparent and informed’ 
The need for change in fashion is

urgent. Statistics are notoriously hard to
verify, but the UN says the industry is
responsible for 10 percent of global car-
bon emissions, as well as a significant
portion of water consumption and waste.
Labels can be a key part of the solution,
say campaigners. “It will force brands to
be more transparent and informed... to
collect data and create long-term relation-
ships with their suppliers-all things they’re
not used to doing,” said Victoire Satto, of
The Good Goods, a media agency
focused on sustainable fashion.

“Right now it seems infinitely complex,”
she added. “But we’ve seen it applied in

other industries such as medical sup-
plies.” Seeing how the winds are blowing,
the textile industry has been racing to
come up with technical solutions.

A recent presentation by Premiere
Vision, a Paris-based textiles conference,
highlighted many new processes includ-
ing non-toxic leather tanning, dyes drawn
from fruits and waste-and even
biodegradable underwear that can be
thrown on the compost. But the key to
sustainability is using the right fabric for
the right garment, said Ariane Bigot,
Premiere Vision’s deputy head of fashion.

That means synthetic and oil-based
fabrics will still have a place, she said: “A
strong synthetic with a very long lifespan
might be right for some uses, such as an
over-garment that needs little washing.”
Capturing all these trade-offs in one sim-
ple label on an item of clothing is therefore
tricky. “It’s very complicated,” said Bigot.
“But we need to get the machine started.”

The French agency is due to collate
the results of its testing phase by next
spring before handing the results to law-
makers. While many welcome the labels,
activists say this should only be part of a
wider crackdown on the fashion industry.

“It’s really good to put an emphasis on
life-cycle analysis but we need to do
something about it beyond just labels,”
said Valeria Botta, of the Environmental
Coalition on Standards. “The focus should
be on setting clear rules on product
design to ban the worst products from the
market, ban the destruction of returned
and unsold goods, and set production lim-
its,” she told AFP. —AFP

Film “Secret Headquarters,” out
Friday, was originally slated for a
theatrical release-before creators

opted to put it out exclusively on the
streaming platform Paramount Plus
instead. In the old days, the move akin to
a straight-to-video release might seem
like a slight-but the film’s directors Henry
Joost and Ariel Schulman say the
release strategy appeals to kids, the
movie’s target audience.

“There was talk of the theatrical ver-
sus streaming and Henry and I were
torn and then we sort of pitched it to the
kids just to see how they felt because

their response is more important to us,”
Schulman told AFP, referring to the
youthful cast. “We want them to have
their big premiere... what do they want
from it?” “They all sort of just shrugged
and said ‘streaming’-like of course,” he
continued. “Because we want to watch
it right away, and as many times as
possible.”

The film-available on streaming in the
United States as well as in Australia,
Canada and Britain-sees Wilson play an
absent father who turns out to be a
superhero, with a lair of world-saving
gadgets revealed underneath his bache-

lor pad. It’s told primarily from the per-
spective of Wilson’s character’s son-a
classic superhero flick set against the
growing pains of puberty.

Wes Anderson on Planet Marvel? 
Wilson told AFP when he first

received the script he read some of the
scenes to his young sons, who got
“caught up in the story.” “That’s kind of
what appealed to me also, was the more
sort of stuff of kind of first crush and that
kind of awkwardness of, you know, being
in middle school and trying to fit in and
that stuff just kind of rang true to me,” the

53-year-old said. Wilson said the film
also brought on some awkward moments
for him: a lefty, the actor was scripted as
a right-handed superhero.

“I think that my throwing motion, if I
get any flack about it, I want to get this
story out there-I want to get ahead of it,”
the actor known for his roles in Wes
Anderson’s oeuvre said with a hint of a
smirk. “It’s hard to throw with your oppo-
site hand.” “And people say Owen
Wilson doesn’t push himself,” director
Schulman laughed. Wilson next is set to
appear in the second season of Marvel’s
“Loki” on Disney+, in which he plays

Mobius M. Mobius, an agent focused on
“time variant” criminals.

In 2021 the Dallas-born actor starred
in Anderson’s “The French Dispatch,”
continuing his long association with the
filmmaker. Asked if there were any forth-
coming Anderson projects in the works,
Wilson paused before saying, “that would
be nice too.” “Could he join the MCU?”
the actor then quipped, referring to the
blockbuster franchise Marvel Cinematic
Universe. “You never know.”—AFP 

Charred debris and caution tape are seen at the site where US actress Anne Heche crashed
into a home in Mar Vista, California.

In this file photo taken on January 11, 2018
actress Anne Heche attends Variety’s Presents:
Salute To Service event in New York City.


