
DOHA: Facing a bank of screens that look like
NASA mission command, technicians counting
down to the World Cup in Qatar control the tem-
perature, gates, 15,000 cameras and much more in
the eight stadiums. The Aspire control and com-
mand centre will monitor all stadiums at once, as
Qatar pulls out all the technical stops to keep an
eye on the anticipated one million plus visitors
from the moment they get off the plane to moment
they leave. 

Qatar has spent billions of dollars on building
seven new stadiums and refurbishing an eighth for
the first World Cup in an Arab country. It has seized
on the uniquely short distance between them-barely
70 kilometers separate the two most distant ven-
ues-to set up the elaborate virtual network.

Organizers say the control centre, bristling with
alarms and sensors, will set a benchmark for global
sports events which must guard against terrorism,
natural disasters and hooligans, as well as leaking
water pipes. The numbers expected to be milling
the streets worry the authorities. More than 3,000
Turkish police will reinforce local security forces,
while small groups of police from each of the 32
competing nations will shadow their fans.

Cameras and drones 
Supporters went through a first filtering when

they applied for tickets. Names on a hooligan and
fraud blacklist were barred. Fans will be followed on
Doha streets by omnipresent CCTV cameras armed
with facial recognition technology. Qatar University
experts have developed drone surveillance systems
that, they say, will give the most accurate estimates

of numbers on the streets.
In the Aspire centre, engineers will watch for air

conditioning breakdowns and jams at the ticket
gates. An interior ministry command centre that will
monitor all streets, buses and metro trains. Police
will move into the centre on match days and will
play a key role when there are up to four games a
day, with tens of tens of thousands of fans leaving
one stadium and entering another.

“Basically we can open a door or all the doors in

a stadium right from here,” said Niyas
Abdulrahiman, the organizers’ chief technology offi-
cer, standing in front of the screens in the Khalifa
Stadium compound. “Whatever happens, there is a
response in place,” said Hamad Al-Mohannadi,
director of the command centre. “As long as there is
no property damage and no one injured, we will just
be watching,” he added. “Anything related to prop-
erty damage or someone being injured we will have
to report it and deal with it.” — AFP 
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Qatar’s ground control on red
alert for World Cup disasters

First World Cup in an Arab country

DOHA: Staff work at the Aspire security command centre for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, near Khalifa
International stadium in Doha, where operation and security teams will be able to monitor all the stadiums dur-
ing the World Cup. — AFP 

News in brief

Player of the Year award 

PARIS: Real Madrid pair Karim Benzema and
Thibaut Courtois and Manchester City’s Kevin
De Bruyne were on Friday shortlisted for the
UEFA Men’s Player of the Year award. The
European body of European football said that a
jury made up of journalists and representatives
of clubs playing in European competitions voted
for the trio from a list of 15. Polish striker Robert
Lewandowski was fourth on the ballot and just
missed out. The award will be presented on
August 25 during the draw for the Champions
League group stage. Real won the Spanish Liga
and the Champions League. Benzema was named
Champions League Player of the Season after
scoring 15 goals in the competition, including
three in Real’s semi-final victory over
Manchester City. When he scored Real’s second
goal against Frankfurt  on Wednesday in the
European Supercup, Benzema became the club’s
second-highest scorer in history with 324 goals,
behind Cristiano Ronaldo. — AFP 

Osasuna stun Sevilla 2-1

MADRID: Osasuna stunned Champions League
qualifiers Sevilla 2-1 in the opening match of the
new Liga season on Friday. Argentine striker
Ezequiel ‘Chimy’ Avila gave Osasuna a ninth-
minute lead. However, the advantage lasted just
two minutes before Rafa Mir made the most of a
fine pass from another Argentine, Papu Gomez to
equalize. Sevilla finished last season in fourth
spot in La Liga, 27 points ahead of Osasuna in
10th. But the underdogs were not overawed and
grabbed a 74th-minute winner from the penalty
spot courtesy of Aimar Oroz. Sevilla lost centre-
backs Jules Kounde and Diego Carlos to
Barcelona and Aston Villa respectively in the
summer. On Friday, they were also without veter-
an striker Isco who arrived on a free transfer
from Real Madrid but wasn’t considered ready to
make the match-day squad.

Barca register Lewandowski 

BARCELONA: Barcelona managed to register
new signings Robert Lewandowski, Franck
Kessie, Andreas Christensen and Raphinha on
Friday in time for their Liga opener against Rayo
Vallecano on Saturday. However, French defend-
er Jules Kounde remains unregistered with La
Liga. Barcelona have spent 153 million euros on
transfer fees alone to strengthen their squad,
with Lewandowski the most notable new arrival
from Bayern Munich. That deal came a year after
Barca were forced to let Lionel Messi go to PSG
as the Catalan giants labored under eye-water-
ing reported debts of 1.35 billion euros ($1.39
billion). Faced with severe limits on spending in
order to comply with La Liga’s financial con-
trols, Barcelona needed to raise money quickly
to be able to invest in signings and, crucially, to
register new players. Earlier Friday, Barcelona
sold another part of their media production unit
“Barca Studios” for 100 million euros to
Orpheus Media.

Serena to face Raducanu 

CINCINNATI: Serena Williams will face a chal-
lenging first-round clash with reigning US Open
champion Emma Raducanu when the US tennis
great’s farewell tour continues at Cincinnati next
week. Williams, a 23-time Grand Slam champion,
revealed this week that the “countdown has
begun” to her retirement, with the 40-year-old
expected to bid farewell after a final major cam-
paign at the US Open starting later this month.
Williams won her first singles match in more than
a year when she defeated Spain’s Nuria Parrizas
Diaz in the first round at Toronto last week. That
was before she revealed in an article in Vogue
and on Instagram that she was “evolving away”
from tennis. In her first match after the
announcement, Williams fell in straight sets to
Switzerland’s Tokyo Olympic gold medalist
Belinda Bencic in the second round. Williams
faces another tough path in Cincinnati, where she
is a two-time champion. 

Spaun seizes Memphis lead

WASHINGTON: JJ Spaun sank two late clutch
putts to fire a three-under par 67 and take a
one-stroke lead after Friday’s second round of
the US PGA Tour’s St. Jude Championship. The
31-year-old American sank a 13-foot birdie putt
on his penultimate hole then closed with a seven-
foot par putt to stand on 11-under 129 at TPC
Southwind in Memphis, Tennessee. “I feel good.
It’s exciting,” Spaun said. “Still a lot of golf left.
Just going to try to keep doing what I’ve been
doing the last two days and hopefully it will pay
off.” Austrian Sepp Straka, who missed six con-
secutive cuts entering the event, shared second
on 130 with American Troy Merritt and American
Denny McCarthy another stroke adrift. British
Open champion Cameron Smith of Australia
shared fifth on 132 with Americans Brian Harman,
Ryan Palmer and Tony Finau. — AFP  

Qatar WCup ‘will be 
most luxurious yet’
DOHA: A company that sells exclusive FIFA pack-
ages to the well-heeled is predicting record sales
for the World Cup in Qatar, but its owner insists the
tournament will be “good value” for all fans. Jaime
Byrom, who has sold millions of hotel rooms over 10
World Cups, said wealthy supporters will be flock-
ing to the tiny Gulf state from around the globe on
private planes and yachts. Byrom’s Match
Hospitality has contracted 450,000 of the three
million tickets for the tournament that starts
November 20.

Packages range from $700 for a top ticket with a
slap-up meal, to bills of a million dollars-plus for big
groups staying in top hotels and watching several
matches. Byrom refused to give the highest prices
for his Pearl Lounge at the Lusail Stadium, where
the December 18 final will be held. At the lounge’s
116 seats overlooking the halfway line, guests get
special gifts, the food is prepared by Michelin-
starred British chef Jason Atherton and the cham-
pagne flows.

The luxury at this year’s World Cup “will exceed
anything that we have delivered before”, Byrom
said. “There will be people who spare no expense
to be here,” he said. “They will bring their yachts
they will fly their private aircraft, they will certainly
make good use of their wealth. But that’s only a
minority of people.” “There are just some people
who are fortunate to have more money than others
and they will have an experience that is beyond the
reach of most of us and that is the way it is.”

Moves like Jagger 
Rolling Stones singer Mick Jagger, Chinese

tycoon Jack Ma, royals and supermodels have been
regulars at recent World Cups. And hospitality fees
are a key earner for FIFA - $184 million for the
2014 World Cup in Brazil, according to the world
body’s accounts. Byrom told AFP that Match will
beat the record revenues and 230,000 packages
sold in Brazil.

Wealthy football fans-especially from Gulf
nations-will be flocking to the first World Cup in an
Arab nation. The company said that revenues are
already 29 percent higher than they were 100 days

before the Brazil tournament started. “We are now
dangerously close to surpassing the record that we
set in Brazil and we know from past experience that
the last three months are key to the success of the
competition,” said Byrom.

Match said Mexico, the United States, Britain
and Argentina have bought the highest number of
hospitality packages. But Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
United Arab Emirates were highest for revenues.
India, Hong Kong, and Bangladesh-which like UAE
do not have teams at the World Cup-were also in
the top 10 buying nations, highlighting the spread of
football’s popularity. — AFP 

DOHA: A picture shows a traditional Qatari sailing vessel known as dhow, with a banner affixed to a sail mark-
ing 100 days ahead of the football World Cup, with a view of the dome housing the Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup
countdown clock, in the capital Doha on August 12, 2022. —AFP 

War minus shooting:
Partition created
fierce cricket rivalry
KARACHI: When India and Pakistan were
forged out of violent partition 75 years ago, the
split also created one of sport’s greatest rivalries.
Today, any cricket match between the two
nations is one of the most watched events on the
global sporting calendar - and victory used to
promote their respective nationalism.

So strong is the rivalry between the countries
that they can’t even share the date of the parti-
tion which gave them independence, with
Pakistan celebrating it on August 14 and India a
day later. “India playing Pakistan involves the
sentiments of millions,” said Wasim Akram, one
of cricket’s all-time greats and now a commenta-
tor. “You become a hero if you perform well...
you are portrayed as a villain if your team loses,”
said the former Pakistan skipper.

Matches ignite great fervor but they have
also defused military tensions between the two
nations, which have fought four wars since inde-
pendence from Britain in 1947. During one peri-
od of sabre rattling in 1987, as troops massed
along their frontier, Pakistan’s military ruler
General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq showed up
unannounced in New Delhi - ostensibly to watch
a match between the two. The move, as crafty as
any a cricket captain could conjure up on the
field, led to a meeting with Indian Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi, and tensions eased.

Still, the on-field rivalry has spilled off the
cricket pitch for now. The neighbors have not
played a Test since 2007, instead meeting only in
the shorter versions of the game and at multi-
team competitions on foreign soil, rather than
head-to-head series at home. When they do play
- as they will at the Asia Cup later this month in
the United Arab Emirates - cricket fans around
the world are glued to their TV screens, a multi-
billion-dollar bonanza for broadcasters.  — AFP 

Arabs waiting 
impatiently for 
FIFA World Cup
KUWAIT: World football fans, particularly Arabs,
are waiting impatiently for the 2022 FIFA World
Cup to kick off in Qatar between 20 November and
18 December, hosting the best international teams
on the planet. There are now just 100 days to go
until Qatar hosts the FIFA World Cup for the first
time in the Middle East and Arab world. 

Actually, it is a race against time for Qatar to
demonstrate its ability to organize an amazing festi-
val, based on its great potential and experience in
hosting Arab and world sports championships, with
the 22nd edition of the event to deliver a legacy that
sets the standard for future mega-event hosts. The
club champions of Saudi Arabia and Egypt will
inaugurate Qatar’s 80,000-seat Lusail stadium to
be used for the World Cup final on 9 September.
The FIFA on Thursday moved the start of the
upcoming World Cup in Qatar forward by one day

to allow the host nation to play after an opening
ceremony on Sunday, November 20. 

The 2022 World Cup event will be the most
compact, allowing fans to attend more than one
game a day, and the first in the tournament’s 92-
year history to be played in November and
December. The previous 21 editions were all
played between late May and the end of July.
Qatar has almost equipped eight stadiums for the
world’s largest football event; notably Lusail
Stadium, Khalifa International Stadium, Stadium
974, Al Bayt Stadium, Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium, Al
Janoub Stadium, Al Thumama Stadium. 

The event consists of eight groups. Group A:
Qatar (hosts), Ecuador, Senegal and Netherlands,
Group B: England, Iran, United States and Wales,
Group C: Argentina, Saudi Arabia, Mexico and
Poland, Group D: France, Australia, Denmark and
Tunisia, Group E: Spain, Costa Rica, Germany and
Japan, Group F: Belgium, Canada, Morocco and
Croatia, Group G: Brazil, Serbia, Switzerland and
Cameroon, Group H: Portugal, Ghana, Uruguay
and Korea Republic. The opening ceremony and
first game will take place at the 60,000-seat Al
Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, north of the Qatari capi-
tal Doha. — KUNA

DOHA: People gather at the dome housing the Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup countdown clock as it marks a hun-
dred days, in the capital Doha on August 12, 2022. —AFP 


