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PARIS: Seven-time Ballon d’Or winner Lionel Messi paid 
a high price for an underwhelming first season with Paris 
Saint-Germain when he was left off the 30-strong list for 
this year’s coveted football award. Lucy Bronze, who was 
runner-up in 2019, is one of three members of England’s 
Euro-winning squad to be short-listed for the women’s 
award. Messi, who won the title last year, had been an 
ever-present amongst the nominations since 2006 and a 
regular feature in the top three since 2007 with the 
exception of 2018. But Messi, 35, has missed out on the 
2022 award following his switch from Barcelona to the 
French capital. 

A change in the format has also worked against the 
Argentine superstar with the Ballon d’Or no longer 
acknowledging the best player over a calendar year. 
Instead, it is based on a season’s record highlighting “the 
individual performances” and the “decisive and impres-
sive character” of the nominees, according to the criteria. 
After leaving Barcelona in the summer of 2021, Messi was 
unable to stamp his genius on a PSG team desperate for a 
Champions League title. 

The French champions suffered a last-16 exit at the 
hands of eventual winners Real Madrid. In total, Messi 
scored only 11 goals for PSG with his relatively indiffer-
ent club form failing to impress France Football maga-
zine, the organizers of the Ballon d’Or which will be 
awarded in Paris on October 17. PSG teammate Neymar 
also misses out after a season where he scored 13 goals 
in 28 matches. The remainder of the list of nominees 
throws up few surprises. 

French international striker Karim Benzema is the 
overwhelming favorite after being the architect of Real 

Madrid’s 14th Champions League title. He finished the 
European campaign with 15 goals. Benzema is likely to 
become the fifth French winner after Raymond Kopa 
(1958), Michel Platini (1983, 1984, 1985), Jean-Pierre 
Papin (1991) and Zinedine Zidane (1998). In the 2021/2022 
season, Benzema scored 44 goals in 46 appearances for a 
Madrid side who also won the Liga title. 

His goal in Wednesday’s 2-0 victory over Eintracht 
Frankfurt in the European Super Cup took the 34-year-
old to 324 goals for the Spanish giants. That edged him 
ahead of Raul in the club’s all-time list with only Cristiano 
Ronaldo in front of him with 450. “He’s in line for the 
Ballon d’Or. Is there any doubt? For me, no,” said Real 
coach Carlo Ancelotti. Manchester United’s Ronaldo, a 
five-time Ballon d’Or winner, is nominated again this year. 

Benzema is joined on the 30-man list by teammates 
Thibaut Courtois, Casemiro, 2018 winner Luka Modric, 
Vinicius and former Chelsea player Antonio Rudiger. 
Beaten Champions League finalists Liverpool have seven 
players nominated, the most of any club. They are Trent 
Alexander-Arnold, Luis Diaz, Fabinho, Sadio Mane, since 
transferred to Bayern Munich, Darwin Nunez, Mohamed 
Salah and Virgil Van Dijk. 

There is a 20-strong list for the women’s Ballon d’Or 
including English stars Bronze, Millie Bright and Arsenal 
forward Beth Mead who won the Golden Boot at the 
women’s Euro. France have four nominations - Selma 
Bacha, Kadidiatou Diani, Marie-Antoinette Katoto and 
Wendie Renard. Defending champion Alexia Putellas, 
who was ruled out of the Euros with a last minute injury, 
and Norwegian star Ada Hegerberg, the first winner of 
the prize in 2018, are also in the running. —AFP
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French international striker Benzema - the overwhelming favorite

 

Hurkacz ends 
Kyrgios streak  
in Montreal 

 
MONTREAL: Hubert Hurkacz overcame 53 
winners from Nick Kyrgios to halt the 
Australian’s nine-match win streak with a 
three-set quarter-final victory on Friday at 
the ATP Montreal Masters. The Polish eighth 
seed managed 43 winners of his own in a 
rapid-fire 7-6(7/4), 6-7(5/7), 6-1 triumph 
that put him into his fourth semi-final at the 
Masters level. Hurkacz will next face 
Norway’s fourth-seeded Casper Ruud, who 
crushed home hope Felix Auger-Aliassime 6-
1, 6-2, in 74 minutes. 

Ruud will play his third Masters semi-final 
this season on Saturday, having defeated 
Hurkacz in their previous meeting in May at 
Roland Garros. At the bottom of the draw, 
Dan Evans completed a comeback to defeat 
American Tommy Paul 1-6, 6-3, 6-4, needing 
two match points to overcome Paul in two 
and a quarter hours. 

But the chance of an all-British semi-final 
at this elite level fell away as Jack Draper lost 
7-6 (7/4), 6-1 to Spain’s Pablo Carreno Busta 
after saving a pair of match points. The 39th-
ranked Evans, who managed only 15 winners, 
was decisively out-hit by Paul with 40. Not 
surprisingly he said reaching his second 
career semi-final in Masters tournament was 
a hard slog. “I had to try and hang in, get a 
few scraps off of him,” he said. “If he made 
errors, take advantage, he was too good in 
the first set. 

“You start to wonder if you can get into the 
match, so when I got the chance I took it to 
him. I was fired up - we had a good battle.” 
For Hurkacz, it was a second win in as many 
matches against Kyrgios, the first played on 
grass in June at Halle, Germany. Kyrgios, 
known for quick play, had several service 
games go by in less than one minute, with the 
Wimbledon finalist barely pausing between 
the end of one point and the start of the next. 

 
Running on fumes  

Wimbledon runner-up Kyrgios, who won 
his first title in three years last week in 
Washington, was bothered at times by his 
foot, lower back and hip as he lost momentum 
in the third set. “I was just  running on fumes 
a bit towards the end,” the 27-year-old 
Aussie said. “That’s normal. “But I feel good, 
feel confident. I’ve got three or four days of 
rest until Cincinnati. I’m going to use that, 
really capitalize and just rest and recover.” 
The pair combined for 39 aces, with Hurkacz 
striking 20 of them. “Over the last two 
months, Nick has been playing incredibly,” 
Hurkacz said. “Today was a really tough 
match. Battling against him, it’s very challeng-
ing, but it’s also fun. “Nick is a super oppo-
nent. He can make every single shot. He does-
n’t really have that many weaknesses, if any. I 
was just trying to serve good and stay 
aggressive.” 

Hurkacz, a 2021 quarter-finalist in Canada, 
won his 31st match of the season. Ruud, who 
struck only nine unforced errors, was pleasantly 
surprised at his domination of Montreal’s 
Auger-Aliassime. “It was one of those days 
where everything was in my favor,” he said. “I 
had a troubling start when I was broken to zero. 
“But I turned it around. I made him play a lot of 
shots. Maybe playing at home was a factor for 
him. “I was lucky to be able to win and keep the 
crowd from not cheering too much.” —AFP

‘Game-changer’  
Bynoe-Gittens  
lifts Dortmund  

 
BERLIN: Eighteen-year-old Englishman Jamie Bynoe-
Gittens scored one and created another as Borussia 
Dortmund came back to defeat Freiburg 3-1 on Friday 
with all their goals coming in the last 13 minutes of the 
game. With the game drift ing towards defeat, 
Dortmund were again able to rely on their young 
brigade, with Bynoe-Gittens and 17-year-old 
Youssoufa Moukoko scoring two quick goals to see the 
visitors pick up a valuable three points in their quest 
for a sixth Bundesliga title. 

Dortmund manager Edin Terzic lauded his side’s 
depth and praised “game-changer” Bynoe-Gittens. “With 
him, it’s pretty simple - he’s got the skills to decide 
games,” said Terzic. “He’s a game-changer and (I told him 
when he came on) I wanted to see that from him. “We 
fought back, scored three goals through three substitutes 
and showed how good the squad is.” 

The visitors dominated the early stages, with Anthony 
Modeste - playing in his first game for Dortmund just 
days after transferring from FC Cologne - striking up an 
immediate partnership with captain Marco Reus. Reus 
teed up Modeste to run into the left side of the penalty 
box in the 20th minute, forcing Freiburg keeper Mark 
Flekken into a save. Modeste also had a chance right in 
front in the 32nd minute after superb one touch football 
from Jude Bellingham and Raphael Guerreiro, but the 
Portuguese’s cross was inches too high. 

As if stunned into action, Freiburg then flipped a 
switch, building pressure on a suddenly shaky Dortmund 
defense. Roland Sallai won a free kick on the edge of the 
box with 33 minutes played. Dead-ball specialist 
Vincenzo Grifo stepped up to force a fingertip save from 
Gregor Kobel in goal. Freiburg took the lead minutes lat-
er, when former Dortmund defender Matthias Ginter 
found Michael Gregoritsch who deftly drifted a header 
over Kobel and into the top right corner of the goal. 

Terzic turned to youth halfway through the second 

half, bringing on Bynoe-Gittens and Moukoko to intro-
duce some potency to Dortmund’s attack. Known more 
for his dribbling and assists, the Englishman equalized 
with a stunning strike from outside the box. While his 
shot was helped by a poor attempted save from Freiburg 
keeper Mark Flekken, the goal spurred Bynoe-Gittens 
and Dortmund into action. The former Manchester City 
academy player had a chance to put his side in front after 
82 minutes, but was unable to control a sharp Marius 
Wolf pass with the goal begging. —AFP 

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentinean forward Lionel Messi reacts during the UEFA Champions League round of 
16 first leg football match between Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) and Real Madrid at the Parc des Princes stadium in 
this file photo. —AFP

FREIBURG IM BREISGAU: Dortmund’s English forward Jamie Bynoe-Gittens (left) and Dortmund’s German forward 
Youssoufa Moukoko celebrate during the German first division Bundesliga football match between SC Freiburg and 
Borussia Dortmund on August 12, 2022.  —AFP

Tottenham’s title  
credentials face  
Chelsea test 

 
MANCHESTER: Tottenham lived up to 
pre-season hype they could challenge for 
the Premier League title by going top of 
the table on the opening weekend of the 
season, but face a truer test of their cre-
dentials away to Chelsea on Sunday. 
Antonio Conte has been heavily backed 
in his first full season as Spurs boss with 
the signings of Richarlison, Yves 
Bissouma, Ivan Perisic, Djed Spence, 
Clement Lenglet and Fraser Forster in the 
transfer window. 

But none of the six new faces started 
in an impressive 4-1 win over 
Southampton to underline the strength in 
depth now on offer to Conte. Spurs, 
though, have only won once in the league 
at Stamford Bridge in 32 years and beat-
ing the Blues would send an early season 
statement of intent that they can bridge 
the gap to Manchester City and 
Liverpool. 

Chelsea also got off to a winning start 
in less flamboyant fashion as they needed 

a Jorginho penalty to see off Everton 1-0. 
Thomas Tuchel has demanded an 
improvement this weekend, but believes 
Chelsea will get better as the season goes 
on after a turbulent 2022 that saw the 
club suffer sanctions before Todd 
Boehly’s consortium took control from 
Roman Abramovich. 

The American has not held back in 
backing Tuchel with the signings of 
Raheem Sterling, Kalidou Koulibaly, Marc 
Cucurella and Carney Chukwuemeka. 
And Sterling believes Chelsea are also on 
the up as he outlined his reasoning for 
leaving Manchester City on Thursday. 
“You look at Chelsea in the last couple of 
years, it’s four or five finals that they’ve 
been in,” said the England international. 
“It’s a team that shows that they are com-
peting and they’re only going to get bet-
ter. So with the new ownership and the 
takeover it made a lot of sense.” 

 
Pressure on Gerrard, Lampard 

Former England teammates Steven 
Gerrard and Frank Lampard go head-to-
head on the touchline for the first time 
on Saturday as Aston Villa host Everton 
with both seeking their first points of the 
season. Gerrard’s decision to strip 
Tyrone Mings of the Villa captaincy and 
drop the England international for a des-

perately disappointing 2-0 defeat to 
promoted Bournemouth on Saturday has 
upped the pressure on the former 
Liverpool captain. 

Expectations were high for Villa in 
Gerrard’s first full season after Diego 
Carlos and Boubacar Kamara turned 
their backs on Champions League foot-
ball with Sevilla and Marseille respec-
tively to sign over the summer. But 

Gerrard’s men have won just two of their 
last 12 Premier League games dating 
back to last season and those were 
against relegated Norwich and Burnley. 
Everton only narrowly avoided the drop 
last season and another difficult cam-
paign lies ahead with Richarlison sold to 
Spurs and England striker Dominic 
Calvert-Lewin out injured for the first 
six weeks of the season. —AFP 

Tottenham Hotspur’s Italian head coach Antonio Conte 

Ismaily strikes late  
to rescue Ligue 1  
draw for Lille 

 
PARIS: Lille moved to the top of the fledgling Ligue 1 
table after Ismaily’s second half equalizer secured a draw 
from a tough contest at Nantes on Friday. Lille went into 
the game on the back of an impressive 4-1 win over 
Auxerre in last week’s opening round but they were on 
the back foot when Moses Simon struck for the home 
side in the 27th minute, tucking in from close range. 
French Cup winners Nantes were held to an unispiring 
goalless draw at Angers on the opening weekend but 
appeared to be closing in on a first win of the season as 
they held out against some sustained Lille attacks.  

Fifteen minutes from time, however, the visitors, who 
finished a mediocre 10th last season, got their reward 

when Canadian striker Jonathan David provided the 
assist for Brazilian defender Ismaily to fire in the leveller. 
The draw puts Lille one point ahead of defending cham-
pions and red hot favourites for the title Paris Saint-
Germain who host Montpellier on Saturday, with the 
focus likely to be on the highly-anticipated return of 
Kylian Mbappe. 

World Cup winner Mbappe, who turned his back on 
a potential move to Barcelona during the off-season, 
was suspended for PSG’s 4-0 win over Nantes in the 
season-opening Champions Trophy before a groin 
injury ruled him out of last weekend’s 5-0 hammering 
of Clermont. Monaco will be looking to bounce back 
from their Champions League exit at the hands of 
Eindhoven in midweek when they host Rennes in 
Saturday’s other game. 

Chilean striker Alexis Sanchez is in line to make his 
debut for Marseille, probably off the bench, when they 
travel to Brest on Sunday. The 33-year-old, who joined on 
a free transfer following his departure from Inter Milan, 
will be used this year “in all attacking positions, centre, 
right or left”, said Marseille coach Igor Tudor on Friday 

ahead of the long trip to Brittany. “He will be in the group. 
We will then see how to use him,” said Tudor, adding that 
Sanchez was unlikely to start. —AFP 

NANTES: Lille’s Brazilian defender Ismaily reacts after scoring 
his team’s first goal during the French L1 football match 
between FC Nantes and LOSC Lille on August 12, 2022.  —AFP


