
By Sajeev K Peter 
 
KUWAIT: The Indian Embassy in Kuwait cele-
brated the 76th Independence Day of India on 
Monday, marking a significant milestone in the his-
tory of the country. Thousands of Indians joined 
the celebrations virtually as the ceremony was held 
in accordance with COVID-19 health and safety 
guidelines. The event was livestreamed on the 
embassy’s social media accounts.  

The official celebration titled 
#AzadiKaAmritMahotsav got off to a solemn start 
at 8 am at the embassy premises with Indian 
Ambassador Sibi George paying a floral tribute to 
Mahatma Gandhi. It was followed by unfurling of 
the national tricolor flag and singing of the Indian 
national anthem. The ambassador read out Indian 
President Droupadi Murmu’s message to the nation 
on the occasion. George also addressed the partic-
ipants and Indian nationals who attended the cele-
brations virtually.  

The ambassador thanked the leadership and 
government of the friendly State of Kuwait for their 
continued support in further deepening and 
strengthening India-Kuwait bilateral relations and 
for taking special care of the Indian diaspora in 
Kuwait, which numbers around one million. 

“During 2021-22, we were able to take our bilat-
eral relationship with Kuwait to a high new level of 
dynamic partnership in both political and economic 
fields. Despite many challenges, our political 
engagement and business cooperation continued 
its upward trajectory,” the ambassador pointed out. 

Extending greetings to all Indians in Kuwait on 
the occasion, the ambassador said, “We have been 
celebrating ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ along with 
the celebrations to mark the 60th anniversary of 
establishment of diplomatic relations between India 
and Kuwait. I thank the Kuwaiti leadership for the 
wholehearted support extended to the embassy in 
celebrating the confluence of Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav and the 60th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations,” he said.  

George highlighted the efforts undertaken by 

the embassy on various fronts, including promotion 
of trade, investment, culture and tourism, expansion 
and deepening of institutional cooperation in dif-
ferent domains, and various measures to ensure the 
welfare of the Indian community in Kuwait. 

 
Cultural connect 

Highlighting the embassy’s efforts to work along 
with the Indian community in promoting India-
Kuwait relations, he said: “During 2021-22, we wit-
nessed the Indian tricolor flying on the iconic 
Kuwait Towers for the first time in the history of the 
towers, not once but twice.” He recalled the recent 
visit of Indian naval ship INS TEG which was 
accorded a rousing welcome by the Kuwait’s naval 
authorities.  

The ambassador also cited examples of 
increased India-Kuwait cooperation in the field of 
culture over the last two years. “With the support 
of NCCAL, we organized several cultural events 
and exhibitions at the Kuwait National Library, 
Kuwait National Museum, Yarmouk Cultural 
Center, Sadu House and Kuwait Art Association,” 
he said. 

The ambassador also recalled the International 
Day of Yoga celebrations, special cycle rally, 75 
varieties of Indian dishes served at the ‘Made in 
India Festival’, Indian traditional fashion show, man-
go festivals, herbal plants exhibition, state facilita-
tion events, 3 Ts campaign and the several Made in 

India exhibitions that the embassy organized at its 
premises and all across Kuwait. “Today, as I speak 
to you, over a hundred buses are carrying the 
Indian tricolor all across the streets of Kuwait as 
part of our 3 Ts campaign,” he pointed out. 

George, who is leaving Kuwait as Indian ambas-
sador and taking over as the new Indian envoy to 
Japan early next month, thanked Indians in Kuwait, 
various community organizations and Indian 
Embassy officials on the occasion. 

By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: Exploring all the countries of the world 
was a dream that came true for American traveler 
Drew Binsky. He left his homeland in 2012 for 
adventures that go beyond just a vacation for an 
authentic travel experience. He explored the unseen 
culture and hidden gems that regular tourists can-
not access. Binsky shows people around the globe 
the hidden beauty of 197 countries. He currently 
has an online community of over 11 million follow-

ers. The 31-year-old traveler grew up in Arizona, 
and the travel bug hit him when he was studying 
abroad in Prague. 

During his visit to Kuwait, Binsky told Kuwait 
Times that realizing his dream was the best moment 
of his life, when he entered his 197th and final coun-
try of Saudi Arabia in October 2021, praising 
Kuwait as a country of hospitality and generosity. 
“This is my second time in Kuwait. The last time I 
visited Kuwait was in September, but now that I’m 
here in August, the weather is totally different. I can 
hardly breathe when I step outside,” he said. 

He praised the hospitality of the Kuwaiti people 
and the country’s rich culture and cuisine. “I’m 
spending time with other Kuwaiti travelers. I enjoy 
coming here. I like Kuwait more than other Gulf 
countries that are more commercialized. I like to 

experience the hospitality in Kuwait, but I should 
know how to survive the Kuwaiti summer! Later I’m 
going to experience the diwaniya,” Binsky said. 

 
Breaking stereotypes 

Binsky loves breaking stereotypes by sharing 
positive stories about people and culture. “After vis-
iting all countries in the world, I want to continue 
traveling and deliver powerful stories on YouTube, to 
change the stereotyping of some places that were 
promoted as unsafe places and that Islam is evil. 
Americans stereotype Islam because of the media, 
and I want to change the narrative and show people 
what is really happening,” he told Kuwait Times. 

Binsky revealed that he has a passion to visit 

dangerous countries, where he finds it exciting to 
be the only tourist. He developed a love for visiting 
countries that are perceived as dangerous, such as 
Afghanistan, Venezuela, Iraq, Syria, Pakistan, Libya 
and Iran, where he had his best memories. “My 
favorite countries are Iran, Afghanistan, Vietnam, 
Philippines and Mexico. I’m planning to visit 
Czechia, Serbia, Portugal, and later Qatar for the 
World Cup, and may come back to Kuwait. I will 
continue traveling to faraway places and build the 
strongest travel community,” he said. 

In his message to Kuwait Times’ readers, Binsky 
said: “The best moment happens when you do not 
have a plan, and you will realize that 99.9 percent of 
people are very nice and willing to help you out. 

The media only shares the bad side of countries. I 
encourage everybody to travel more. Western 
media does not reflect what is actually happening in 
these countries.” 

Binsky moved to South Korea to become an 
English teacher after he graduated. During his 18 
months living in Korea, he started his first travel 
blog to document his travel experiences around the 
world.  After three years, he grew his blog to 
150,000 monthly readers and had around 100,000 
social media followers. His blog was named “Hungry 
Partier” at first, which he then changed to “Drew 
Binsky”. He left Korea in 2015 and started traveling 
full-time, with the dream to visit every country in 
the world. 
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World traveler Drew 
Binsky lands in Kuwait

Binsky on a mission to break stereotypes by sharing positive stories

KUWAIT: Drew Binsky with Kuwaiti traveler 
Sulaiman Al-Roudan.

Drew Binsky with Kuwaiti traveler Sulaiman Al-
Roudan in a diwaniya. Drew Binsky in Kuwait.

Indian Embassy 
celebrates 76th 
Independence Day

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George hoisting the Indian national flag on the occasion of the coun-
try’s 76th Independence Day at the Indian Embassy on Monday. 

A group photo with the choir.

Sibi George paying floral tribute to Mahatma 
Gandhi


