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TAIPEI, Taiwan: Picture released by Taiwan’s Presidential Office on August 15, 2022 shows Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen (R) greeting US representative delegation at the Presidential Office in Taipei.  —AFP

BEIJING: China staged fresh military drills around 
Taiwan on Monday, slamming a new visit by United 
States lawmakers to the island days after a similar trip 
by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi triggered a furious 
response from Beijing. 

The unannounced two-day trip by senior members 
of Congress prompted China to renew its rhetoric that 
it would “prepare for war” over Taiwan, a self-ruled 
democracy that Beijing’s leaders claim and have vowed 
to one day seize. 

The five-member congressional delegation-led by 
Senator Ed Markey of Massachusetts-met with 
President Tsai Ing-wen on Monday, according to 
Washington’s de facto embassy in Taipei. “The delega-
tion had an opportunity to exchange views with Taiwan 
counterparts on a wide range of issues of importance 
to both the United States and Taiwan,” it said. 

Tsai told the lawmakers she wants “to maintain a 
stable status quo across the Taiwan Strait” and “jointly 
maintain the prosperity and stability of the Indo-Pacific 
region”, her office said in a statement. She said Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine demonstrated “the threat that 
authoritarian states pose to the world order”, according 
to her office, and also thanked Washington for its sup-
port in the face of Chinese military threats. 

The bipartisan trip sparked another bellicose 
response from Beijing, which said it had carried out a 
fresh round of “combat readiness patrol and combat 
drills in the sea and airspace around Taiwan island” on 
Monday. 

“The Chinese People’s Liberation Army continues to 
train and prepare for war, resolutely defend national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, and resolutely 
crush any form of ‘Taiwan independence’ separatism 
and foreign interference attempts,” Wu Qian, a 
spokesman for China’s defense ministry, said. 

“We warn the US and the DPP authorities: ‘Using 
Taiwan to contain China’ is doomed to failure,” he 
added, referring to Taiwan’s ruling Democratic 
Progressive Party. In a defiant response, Taiwan’s 

defence ministry vowed to face the latest drills “calmly 
and seriously and defend national security”. 

“Apart from expressing condemnation (of China’s 
drills), the Ministry of National Defence will compre-
hensively grasp the movements in the sea and airspace 
around the Taiwan Strait,” the ministry said. 

It added that its forces had detected 30 Chinese 
planes and five ships operating around the strait on 
Monday. Of those, 15 planes crossed the median line-an 
unofficial demarcation that Beijing does not recognise. 

Monday’s drills followed days of huge exercises 
around Taiwan in the wake of Pelosi’s visit, which saw 
Beijing send warships, missiles and jets into the waters 

and skies near the island. Taipei condemned those drills 
and missile tests as preparation for an invasion. 

China’s Communist Party has never ruled Taiwan but 
says it will use force if necessary to take the island and 
bristles at any perceived treatment of it as a sovereign 
nation state.  

 
‘Evil neighbour’  

That decades-old threat was reiterated in a white 
paper published last week, when China’s Taiwan Affairs 
Office said it would “not renounce the use of force” 
against its neighbour and reserved “the option of taking 
all necessary measures”. 

Taipei has remained defiant throughout the standoff 
with Beijing, with Premier Su Tseng-chang saying the 
island welcomed “all countries and friends across the 
world” who want to support it. “We shouldn’t be too 
afraid to do anything, afraid to let visitors come and 
afraid to let our friends come, just because we have an 
evil neighbour next door,” he said. 

Foreign minister Joseph Wu struck a similar tone 
after meeting the US delegation on Monday. 
“Authoritarian China can’t dictate how democratic 
Taiwan makes friends, wins support, stays resilient and 
shines like a beacon of freedom,” Wu said in a tweet. 

Pelosi has stood by her visit which, combined with 
Beijing’s response, sent tensions in the Taiwan Strait 
soaring to their highest in decades. President Joe Biden 
said the US military was opposed to the trip by his fel-
low Democrat, who is second in line to the presidency 
after the vice president. 

Congress is constitutionally an equal branch of gov-
ernment in the United States, with lawmakers free to 
travel where they wish, and Taiwan enjoys bipartisan 
backing in divided Washington. 

The United States switched diplomatic relations 
from Taipei to Beijing in 1979. But it remains a key ally 
of Taiwan and maintains de facto diplomatic relations 
with Taipei. Washington’s official policy opposes both 
Taiwan declaring independence and China forcibly 
changing the island’s status. 

It remains deliberately ambiguous about whether it 
would come to Taiwan’s aid militarily if China invaded. 
Visits by senior US officials to Taiwan have happened 
for decades and even Pelosi’s trip was not without 
precedent-then-speaker of the House of 
Representatives Newt Gingrich visited in 1997. 

But the frequency and profile of US visits has 
increased both under former president Donald Trump 
and Biden. Taiwan has also seen a flurry of delegations 
visit from Europe and other Western allies in recent 
years, partly in response to Beijing’s more aggressive 
stance under Chinese President Xi Jinping.  —AFP

China conducts fresh drills around Taiwan
Five-member congressional delegation met with President Tsai Ing-wen

 

Japan angers China,  
S Korea with  
war shrine visit 

 
TOKYO:  Two Japanese ministers paid respects 
Monday at a controversial war shrine, infuriating 
China and South Korea where the site is seen as 
a symbol of past militarism, especially during 
World War II. The Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo 
honours 2.5 million war dead, mostly Japanese, 
who perished since the late 19th century-but it 
also enshrines convicted war criminals. 

Trips to the shrine by government officials 
have long angered countries that suffered at the 
hands of the Japanese military before and during 
the war, particularly South Korea and China. 
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin reacted angrily to Monday’s visits, call-
ing them a “serious provocation”. 

“China urges Japan to seriously learn from 
history, cut off militarism, and avoid further los-
ing trust with its Asian neighbours and the inter-
national community,” he said. The South Korean 
government also expressed “deep disappoint-
ment” at the visit to the shrine, “which glorifies 
Japan’s past wars of aggression and enshrined 
war criminals”, according to a foreign ministry 
statement. 

Sanae Takaichi, the hawkish minister for eco-
nomic security, and Kenya Akiba, minister for 
reconstruction in the disaster-hit northern 
Tohoku region, offered their respects at the 
shrine on the 77th anniversary of Japan’s WWII 
surrender. 

Takaichi is a regular visitor to Yasukuni 
and was close to former prime minister Shinzo 
Abe, whose assassination last month shocked 
the world. “This year, there is war in Ukraine. 
I  prayed that  no more people wi l l  d ie  in 
wars,” Takaichi told reporters, saying she had 
of fered her  “grat i tude”  to  the  war  dead 
enshrined there. 

Trade minister Yasutoshi Nishimura also vis-
ited the shrine at the weekend. But Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida, who took office in 
October, opted to make a traditional cash offer-
ing on Monday. A Japanese prime minister has 
not appeared at Yasukuni since 2013, when Abe 
sparked fury in Beijing and Seoul and earned a 
rare diplomatic rebuke from close al ly 
Washington. 

Kishida’s office told AFP he gave the offering 
at his personal expense and “through a proxy, in 
the capacity of president of the Liberal 
Democratic Party”. In recent months, Kishida 
has urged warmer ties with South Korea, saying 
the two countries “can’t afford to waste time” in 
improving relations, following years of tensions 
over wartime issues. 

Also on Monday, Emperor Naruhito and 
Empress Masako attended a national cere-
mony to mark the anniversary of the WWII 
surrender.  —AFP 
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Abuja residents 
live in fear 
after attacks 

 
ABUJA:  When gunmen bombed their way into Kuje 
prison freeing hundreds of inmates just 25 miles from 
Nigeria’s capital, Assumpta Mgbe who lives nearby hud-
dled her children around her. “The ground was shaking, 
and we could hear the sound of gunshots for more than 30 
minutes,” said the 40-year-old woman who has spent two 
decades in the town where she owns a corner shop. “No 
one expected it,” she said of the daring July 5 assault 
claimed by the Islamic State group affiliate in Nigeria, 
ISWAP, that usually operates far away in the northeast. 

The insurgents have claimed several attacks in states 
surrounding the Federal Capital Territory over recent 
months, reminding the six million FCT population of more 
violent times they thought long gone. Since Kuje, “people 
are afraid to come outside” to shop and it’s affecting 
Mgbe’s business as well as that of many others. It’s not just 
ISWAP that worries residents but also heavily-armed 
criminals known as bandits who kidnap and kill. 

“You don’t know what will happen and when it will 
happen, but everybody is just kind of apprehensive on a 
daily basis,” said Joseph Umeadi who works in an elec-

tronics repair shop in Kuje, off the main road. In central 
Abuja, many taxi drivers like Segun Afolayan have stopped 
working at night. “After six or seven (in the evening), 
everybody runs back to their houses,” said Afolayan, who 
has been driving in the capital for over 30 years. “Before it 
was not like that.” 

 
Patrols, checkpoints 

After the Kuje jailbreak that made global headlines and 
prompted President Muhammadu Buhari to say he was 
“disappointed” with his intelligence services, the police 
and military announced new measures to beef up security. 
Early August, the Inspector-General of Police Usman 
Alkali Baba “ordered (the) massive deployment of addi-
tional police operatives and operational assets within the 
Federal Capital Territory and its environs.” 

Defense spokesman Major General Benard Onyeuko also 
told FCT residents they were “undaunted and unrelenting” in 
“efforts to ensure the safety of lives and properties”. But the 
patrols and checkpoints that appeared in Kuje last month 
have now vanished according to residents. In central Abuja, 
the usual checkpoints that appear mostly at night are in place 
but there are no obvious signs of any additional ones. 

For Kabir Adamu, security analyst with Beacon 
Consulting, a concern is that gunmen “could access the 
FCT through vulnerable points, ungoverned spaces”. The 
capital, including the international airport, is surrounded 
by mountainous and forested areas that are difficult to 
patrol, but the police have said that “clearance operations” 
were underway. 

Despite steps taken to try and prevent further 
incursions, some government workers are concerned 
about gangs and jihadists getting closer to the capital. 
Daniel, a 37-year-old civil servant who asked to be 
identified only with his first name, said “before the 
present administration, things were quite safe”. But 
now, “I don’t feel safe,” he said, stood outside a gov-
ernment building. “You have soldiers and police every-
where but if it truly gets down to it, how prepared are 
they to stop such an event? No one really knows,” he 
added. —AFP 

ABUJA: In this photo taken on July 6, 2022, a police officer 
stands beside a burnt prison vehicle after suspected Boko 
Haram gunmen attacked the Kuje Medium Prison. —AFP

TOKYO: Members of right-wing organisations shout “bon-
sai” as they gather on the grounds of Yasukuni Shrine in 
Tokyo on August 15, 2022, to mark the 77th anniversary 
of Japan’s surrender in World War II in 1945. —AFP

Armenian blast  
death toll  
rises to six 

 
YEREVAN: The death toll from an explosion at a 
bustling market in the Armenian capital Yerevan rose 
to six on Monday as search operations continued for 
people believed trapped under rubble. Another 61 
people were injured and 15 were missing after 
Sunday’s blast that led to the collapse of a building 
at  the Surmalu wholesale market , Armenia’s 

Emergency Situat ions Minister Armen 
Pambukhchyan said. 

Rescue operations were continuing  “very care-
fully” with people sti l l  believed to be trapped 
beneath the debris, he added. Pambukhchyan told 
reporters that video footage of the incident showed 
that “there can be no talk of a terrorist attack” as 
the fire started before the explosion. 

He said the fire spread to “pyro materials”. Local 
media had earlier said the explosion went off at a 
place that stored fireworks. The cause of the fire 
was being established. The minister said that smoke 
and small fire could persist for several more days 
with lots of plastic smouldering at the scene. 

Photos and videos posted on social media after 
the blast showed a thick column of black smoke over 

the market and what appeared to be a series of det-
onations can be heard. Prosecutors meanwhile 
launched a probe into violations “on stocking 
inflammable goods”, breaches in fire safety stan-
dards and the death of people “due to negligence”. 

Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan visited 
the site of the blast on Monday, according to his 
press service. In all, 200 firefighters and medical 
workers were sent to the scene, as well as fire 
engines and construction site equipment. 

Rescue workers used a digger to clear away rub-
ble, an AFP journalist at the scene reported earlier. 
The disaster comes as the country of three million 
people is still recovering from a 2020 war with 
Azerbaijan, which ended in a heavy defeat and 
sparked a political crisis.  —AFP


