
Wait time for Tesla  
Model 3/Y in 
US increasing 

 
WASHINGTON: The wait times for deliveries of the 
new Tesla Model 3 and Tesla Model Y in the US have 
been consistently increasing for more than a year, a 
new customer survey reveals. 

According to survey data released by Troy 
Teslike, who tracks various Tesla-related stats, the 
queue for the Model 3 and Model Y is now longer 
than ever. In the case of the Model Y, buyers who 
took delivery in Q2 2022 waited 175 days (almost 
6 months since placing an order) on average. 
That’s much longer than in Q2 2021 (46 days), and 

noticeably more than at the launch/ramp-up phase 
(over 130 days). 

In the case of the Model 3, the numbers are lower, 
but still at record highs: 89 days (or over three 
months) on average for deliveries completed in Q2 
2022. A year earlier, it was barely 50 days, while two 
years ago, it was just 20 days. As we understand, the 
numbers are averages for the models, which means 
that some versions (the top of the line or with 
options) might have shorter wait times. On the other 
hand, the entry-level versions (which are potentially 
less profitable for the company) might require a 
longer wait time. Troy Teslike expressed hope that 
production of the Tesla Model Y in Texas will 
increase and reduce the queue, which will be 
checked in the next edition of the survey. 

The data is especially interesting because Tesla 
has recently decided to axe the possibility of ordering 
the Tesla Model 3 Long Range (AWD) version in the 

US and Canada, explaining that the waitlist is too 
long. The version is expected to be re-introduced at 
some point in 2023. 

As we can see, the issue with the Tesla Model Y 
(top-selling electric car in the US and globally in 
2022) is even bigger. However, the data for the 
Model 3 also indicates an accelerated increase of 
the number of days from 60 in Q1 to 89 in Q2. 

A different approach to see how long cus-
tomers are waiting for cars is to see Tesla’s esti-
mated delivery time, which is visible when order-
ing. According to the research done by Troy 
Teslike, it’s 4 months on average globally. The 
Tesla Model 3 LR in the US and Canada spiked to 
over 5 months, but the Model Y LR was at over 7 
months. The biggest issue is with the Tesla Model 
X LR which is at over 9 months. 

A side effect of this method is that it can be used 
to estimate the order backlog (assuming production 

volume in the previous periods and wait time). 
Currently, it seems that Tesla has more than 500,000 
orders on hand for four core models.  —AFP
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KYIV: A UN-chartered ship carrying 23,000 tons of 
Ukrainian grain has set sail for Ethiopia, one of the five 
countries considered to be at highest risk of starvation. 
The Liberia-flagged MV Brave Commander departed 
from the Ukraine’s Black Sea port of Yuzhne, east of 
Odesa, on Sunday, a regional official said.  

It plans to sail to Djibouti, where the grain will be 
unloaded and transferred to Ethiopia under a UN World 
Food Programme initiative. Ukraine and Russia signed an 
UN and Turkey-brokered deal in Istanbul on July 22 to 
restart grain shipments through the Black Sea, which had 
been disrupted by the war in Ukraine, following Russia’s 
invasion in February. 

Ukraine and Russia are two of the world’s biggest 
grain exporters. The UN said in June that 750,000 peo-
ple in Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan, Afghanistan and 
Yemen are facing starvation. 

More than 400,000 of those at risk are in Ethiopia, 
according to a report by the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization and the WFP. “The capacity is there. The 
grain is there. The demand is there across the world and 
in particular, these countries,” WFP Ukraine coordinator 
Denise Brown said. 

“So, if the stars are aligned, we are very, very hopeful 
that all the actors around this agreement will come 
together on what is really an issue for humanity. So, 
today was very positive.” 

 “I hope that other ships chartered by the (UN’s) World 
Food Programme will come to our ports. I hope there will 
soon be two, three more ships,” Kubrakov added. 

The minister earlier said on Twitter that the ship was 
fully loaded and ready to leave but did not say when it 
would depart. The MV Brave Commander docked at the 
Pivdennyi port, close to Odessa, on Friday. According to 
the Ukrainian infrastructure ministry, it will leave for 
Djibouti from where the grain will then be sent to 
Ethiopia. 

It will be the first shipment of food aid since Kyiv and 
Moscow agreed a deal brokered by the UN and Turkey 
last month to unblock Black Sea grain deliveries after 
Russia’s February invasion of Ukraine. 

The agreement lifted a Russian blockade of 
Ukraine’s ports and established safe corridors through 
the naval mines laid by Kyiv. “We are definitely plan-
ning other ships to leave the ports of Ukraine, to help 
people around the world... This should just be the first 
of many humanitarian ships to leave the ports,” 
Marianne Ward, WFP deputy country director in 
Ukraine, told journalists. 

The first commercial ship carrying grain left on 
August 1 and in total, 16 vessels have departed from 
Ukraine since the July deal, according to Kyiv. But no UN 
vessel carrying humanitarian food assistance has set sail. 
Ukraine and Russia are two of the world’s biggest grain 
exporters. 

The WFP says a record 345 million people in 82 
countries face acute food insecurity and up to 50 million 
people in 45 countries are on the brink of famine and 
risk being tipped over the edge without humanitarian 
support.  —Agencies

Ship carrying UN wheat for  
Ethiopia leaves Ukraine port

More than 400,000 people are at risk of starvation in Ethiopia:  FAO

 

EV maker Rivian’s  
losses nearly triple  
to $1.7 billion 

 
SAN FRANCISCO: Electric automaker Rivian 
said its losses had nearly tripled to $1.7 billion 
in the second quarter, but that it is on the road 
to meeting production goals. 

The California-based maker of electric 
trucks, SUVs, and delivery vans said that it 
delivered 4,467 vehicles during the quarter, 
generating revenue of $364 million compared to 
zero revenue in the same period a year earlier. 
Rivian said it produced 6,954 vehicles in the 
first half of this year and is aiming to make a 
total of 25,000 vehicles by year’s end. The com-
pany ended June with a backlog of approxi-
mately 98,000 preorders from customers in 
Canada and the United States, according to an 
earnings letter to shareholders. Wedbush ana-
lyst Dan Ives saw the rise in Rivian preorders as 
an encouraging sign, and felt the company was 
smoothing out vehicle production after a 
“bumpy” start. 

“We believe this was another big step in the 
right direction for Rivian,” Ives told AFP. 

“Customer demand looks strong as the 
Rivian team has resolved the supply chain 
issues that have plagued the company the 
last year.” 

If Rivian gets its production facilities going 
full throttle, it will be in a strong position to 
benefit from pent-up demand for electric trucks, 
even with Ford and Tesla bringing models to 
market, the analyst reasoned. “Supply chain 
continues to be the limiting factor of our pro-
duction; however, through close partnership 
with our suppliers we are making progress,” 
Rivian said in an earnings letter. 

“We expect to be able to add a second shift 
for vehicle assembly towards the end of the 
third quarter.” Rivian blamed its losses on 
investments in people and technology, along 
with auto production lines capable of cranking 
out lots of cars running at low capacity. 

Per vehicle costs should drop as production 
line volume ramps up, Rivian said. 

The company expected to post an overall 
loss of $5.45 billion this year due to factors 
including rising costs of materials and freight as 
well as supply line challenges, the earnings let-
ter said. 

Rivian shares slipped about 2 percent in after 
market trades that followed release of the earn-
ings figures. Tech titan Amazon was an early 
investor in Rivian, and committed to buying 
100,000 electric delivery vans from the 
automaker by the end of this decade as part of 
an effort to reduce climate-damaging emissions 
by its e-commerce fleet. Rivian said Amazon has 
rolled out custom electric delivery vans in more 
than a dozen cities in the United States. —AFP

UK clears new Moderna  
vaccine targeting  
Omicron variant 

 
LONDON: The UK’s drug regulator said Monday it had 
approved an updated Moderna vaccine against COVID-19 
that targets the Omicron variant as well as the original 
form of the virus. 

The Medicine and Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency (MHRA) said in a statement that it had approved 
the vaccine for adult booster doses “after it was found to 
meet the UK regulator’s standards of safety, quality and 
effectiveness”. It was the first such “bivalent” COVID-19 
vaccine to be approved by the British regulator. 

The MHRA’s chief executive June Raine said data from 
a clinical trial had shown it prompted a “strong immune 
response” against the original virus and Omicron and 
would provide a “sharpened tool in our armoury” as the 
virus kept evolving. Moderna’s CEO Stephane Bancel said 
in a statement that the US biotech company was “delight-
ed” by the decision, “the first authorization of an Omicron-
containing bivalent vaccine”. 

While vaccines have helped lower hospitalizations and 
deaths from COVID, which first emerged in China in late 
2019, the current jabs are mainly aimed at the earlier 
strains of the disease. 

The World Health Organization warned in July that the 
pandemic was “nowhere near over”, due to the spread of 
Omicron subvariants and to the lifting of control measures. 
Half of the Moderna vaccine targets the original 2020 
virus and half the Omicron variant, which is officially 
known as BA.1. 

 
‘Bivalent’ vaccines  

The MHRA said the vaccine was also found to generate 
a “good response” against two Omicron subvariants, BA.4 
and BA.5, which have partly driven a wave of new cases of 
the disease in Europe and the United States. The vaccine 

had the same “typically mild” side effects as the original 
Moderna jab, it added. Moderna said in June that its “biva-
lent” vaccine performed better against both Omicron and 
the original virus compared to its original Covid vaccine, 
called Spikevax. The EU’s medicines watchdog said that 
month it had started to review the new shot. 

Moderna said it had also submitted the vaccine to reg-
ulators in Australia and Canada and was expecting further 
authorization decisions in the coming weeks. 

The European medical agency is also studying a rival 

adapted jab developed by Pfizer/BioNTech, which may be 
approved this autumn. The Pfizer/BioNTech jab is adapted 
for the BA.4 and BA.5 subvariants of the virus. 

They were first discovered in South Africa and spread 
rapidly despite high population immunity conferred by 
prior waves and vaccinations. Like other Omicron subvari-
ants, they tend to have a milder disease course as they set-
tle less in the lungs and more in the upper nasal passages, 
causing symptoms such as fever, tiredness and loss of 
smell. —AFP

Internally displaced woman carry blankets in the makeshift camp. —AFP

XIAMEN, China: This photo shows a health worker conducting a swab test on a resident for the COVID-19 in Xiamen, in 
China’s eastern Fujian province.  The UK’s drug regulator said Monday it had approved an updated Moderna vaccine 
against COVID-19 that targets the Omicron variant as well as the original form of the virus. —AFP

Malaysia Airlines  
to buy 20 Airbus  
A330neo jets 

 
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia Airlines has agreed to 
acquire 20 Airbus A330neo planes to update its fleet of 
widebody jets, the European aircraft-maker said Monday. 

Under the deal, the southeast Asian airline will buy 
10 planes from Airbus and lease the 10 others from 
Avolon, a Dublin-based aircraft leasing company. No 
figures were released for the transaction, but the plane 
was worth $296.4 million according to the last pub-
lished catalogue prices in 2018. Airlines usually pay less 
than the listed prices. 

The more fuel-efficient A330neo will gradually 
replace 21 older-generation A330ceo planes in the 
Malaysia Airlines fleet. The A330neo is  Malaysia 
Aviation Group (MAG), parent company of Malaysia 
Airlines, has selected the A330neo for the carrier’s 
widebody fleet renewal program. The initial agreements 
cover the acquisition of 20 A330-900 aircraft, with 10 
to be purchased from Airbus and 10 to be leased from 
Dublin-based Avolon.  

The announcement was made at an event in Kuala 
Lumpur, attended by MAG CEO Izham Ismail and Airbus 

Chief Commercial Officer and Head of International 
Christian Scherer, who signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) for the aircraft to be ordered from 
Airbus. The agreements with engine manufacturer Rolls-
Royce and Avolon were also signed at the ceremony. 

Powered by the latest Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 
engines, the A330neo will join the carrier’s fleet of six long 
range A350-900s and gradually replace its 21 A330ceo 
aircraft. The carrier will operate the A330neo on its net-
work covering Asia, the Pacific and the Middle East. 
Malaysia Airlines will configure its A330neo fleet with a 
premium layout seating 300 passengers in two classes.  

Izham Ismail said: “The acquisition of the A330neo is a 
natural transition from our current A330ceo fleet. The 
A330neo will not only provide fleet modernization and 
enhanced operational efficiency, but will also meet envi-
ronmental targets through reduced fuel-burn per seat, 
while keeping passenger safety and comfort at its core. 
This is a significant milestone as MAG moves towards the 
successful execution of our Long-Term Business Plan 2.0 
to position itself as a leading aviation services Group 
within the region.” 

In addition to the renewal of the widebody fleet, 
Airbus and MAG also signed a Letter of Intent (LOI) to 
study a wider collaboration in the areas of sustainability, 
training, maintenance and airspace management. 
Christian Scherer said: “Malaysia Airlines is one of the 
great Asian carriers and we are proud and humbled to be 
its preferred supplier of widebody aircraft. The decision 

is a clear endorsement of the A330neo as the most effi-
cient option in this size category for premium operations. 
It’s also the clear winner in terms of in-flight comfort and 
we are looking forward to working with Malaysia Airlines 
to define an exceptional cabin experience.” 

The A330neo is the new generation version of the 
popular A330 widebody. Incorporating the latest genera-
tion engines, a new wing and a range of aerodynamic 
innovations, the aircraft offers 25% reduction in fuel con-
sumption and CO2-emissions. The A330-900 is capable 
of flying 7,200nm / 13,300km non-stop.  —AFP 

An Airbus A330-800 aircraft prepares to land at Toulouse 
Blagnac airport, southern France, during its first flight. —AFP


